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COLLECTIONS 

OF     THE 

MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

For  the  Year  1798. 


The  candid  answer  of  the  late  excellent  Doctor 
Kippis  to  the  letters  published  in  the  Collec- 
tions of  the  Historical  Society  for  1795,  (pages 
79.  and  156.),  respecting  an  error  in  his  life 
op  Captain  Cook. 

N.  B.  Theie  letters  were  reprinted  m  die  European  Magazine  for 
Auguft  and  September,  1795.  The*  anfwer  was  firft  publifhed  in  the 
fame  Magazine  for  September,  ju ft  before  the  death  of  that  learned,  in- 
duftrious,  and  truly  amiable  divine  and  hiftorian  ;  which  happened  on 
the  8th  of  October,  1795,  in  the  71ft  year  of  his  valuable  life. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  European  Magazine. 
Sir, 

IN  my  life  of  Captain  Cook,  after  having  recited  Dr. 
Franklin's  requiiition  to  the  captains  and  commanders 
of  American  armed  (hips,  not  to  conflder  that  great  navi- 
gator as  an  enemy,  if  he  mould  happen  to  fall  into  their 
hands  ;  I  have  faid,  that  Dr.  Franklin's  orders  were  "  in- 
ftantly  reverfed,  and  that  it  was  directed  by  Congrefs  to 
feize  Captain  Cook,  if  an  opportunity  of  doing  it  occurred." 
This  reprefentation  I  gave  upon  what  I  deemed  unquef- 
tionable  information  and  authority. 

It  appears  however,  from  a  letter  addreffed  to  me,  by 
the  Reverend  Doctor  Belknap,  of  Bofton,  in  New-England, 
and  from  a  number  of  other  letters,  inferred  in  the  Colum- 
bian Centinel  of  May  13,  1795,  that  no  fuch  directions 
were  given,  by  Congrefs,  as  1  was  led  to  believe.  /  do, 
therefore,  readily  acknowledge  the  mi/Information  :  and  I  affure 
you,  that  I  have  much  greater  pleafure  in  conf effing,  than  in  ad- 
hering to  an  error. 

The  zeal  expreffed  by  fo  many  gentlemen,  on  this  occa- 
B  [Ak.i./V.v.]  fian, 
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fion,  for  the  honour  of  their  country,  gives  me  great  fatis- 
faction  ;  and  I  regard  it  as  an  agreeable  omen  of  the  libe- 
rality with  which,  it-  may  be  hoped,  that  future  wars  will 
be  conducted. 

Thus  much  may  be  fufficient  to  lay  upon  the  fubjecl  at 
prefent  ;  but  I  intend  more  fully  to  Irate  the  matter  in  the 
addenda,to  be  prefixed  to  the  fixth  volume  of  the  Biographia. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  mod  obedient  Servant, 

Andrew  Kippis-. 

Wcftminftery  September  5,  1795. 


Observations  on  the  Indians  of  North-America; 
containing  an  answer  to  some  remarks  of  doc- 
tor  Ramsay,  published,  in  the  Collections-  of  the 
Historical  Society  for  1795,  page  99  ;  in  a  let- 
ter from  General  Lincoln  to  the  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Hinghamy  Oelober  29, \  1 795. 

Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

ON  reading  the  obfervations  made  by  my  learned  and 
much  efteemed  friend,  Doclor  Ramfay,  refpedling 
the  caufes  which  have  combined  to  check,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, the  population  of  the  Indian  tribes  ;  and  on  the  im- 
practicability of  their  being  civilized  ;  and  that  ere  long 
they  will  ceafe  to  be  a  people  ;  I  was  greatly  pleafed  ;  but 
was  for-ry  that  he  had  not  purfued  the  fubjecr,  and  mention- 
ed other  reafons  which  have  had,  and  continue  to  have,  a- 
check  upon  their  population.  I  wifh  alfo  rhat  he  had  favour- 
ed the  public  with  the  reafons  on  which  he  had  founded  his 
opinion,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  civilize  the  Indian 
tribes  ;  and  that  ere  long  they  would  ceafe  to  be  a  people  ; 
as  truth  would  thereby  have  been  promoted,  caufes  unveiled, 
and  effects  ftripped  of  that  myftery  in  which  they  have  been 
involved  ;  thereby  fentiments  might  be  checked,  which  have 
been  the  parent  of  enthufiafm,  and  the  nurfe  of  errors  ;  fen- 
timents which  have  led  the  indolent  mind  to  afcribe  that 
to  a  miraculous  interpofition  of  providence,  which  would 
have  clearly  appeared  from  the  operation  of  natural  caufcs3 
had  nor  our  reafon  been  facrificed  to  our  idlenefs. 

J  agree  fuliy  with  the  Do&or,  that  the  caufes  which  he 

has 
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lias  mentioned  are  among  thofe  which  have  checked  the 
population  of  the  Indian  tribes  eaft  of  the  Miffifippi  ;  but 
thofe  cannot,  I  think,  be  confidered  as  the  only,  nor  even 
the  principal  caufes  why  population  decreafes  among  the 
favage  tribes-  To  his  observations  we  may  add,  in  general 
terms,  that  all  which  they  have  learned  from  the  European 
nations,  as  far  as  they  have  been  influenced  by  the  informa- 
tion, has  opened  a  fource,  from  which  ftreams  have  iiTued 
unfriendly  to  their  population. 

They  have  caught,  in  a  degree,  their  habits  of  dreffing, 
and  have  fubftituted  the  linens  and  calicoes  in  the  place  of 
their  natural  and  ancient  covering,  the  furs.  While  they  re- 
tained, in  orher  refpecls,  their  partiality  for  the  favage  life, 
they  have  been  expo  fed  to  all  thofe  fufte  rings  arifing  from 
cold  and  inclement  feafons,  to  which  they  are  always  liable 
in  the  high  northern  latitudes,  under  which  they  live.  Be- 
fides,  they  are,  in  a  great  degree,  Grangers  to  that  provu 
dency  which  fuggefts  the  importance  of  doing  thofe  things 
in  time,  which  would,  in  a  great  meafure,  ward  f)ff  the  evils 
from  which  they  experience  the  moft  complicated  fufferings. 
Their  tender  lungs  are  greatly  affected  by  colds,  which 
bring  on  confumptive  habits  ;  from  which  diforder,  if  my 
information  is  right,  a  large  proportion  of  them  die.  Thefe 
things  muft  give  a  check  to  their  population,  and  may  be 
added  to  the  catalogue  of  caufes  before  mentioned. 

From  their  connexion  with  the  Europeans,  they  have 
learned  the  ufe  of  innruroents  made  of  iron  ;  part  of  this 
knowledge  has  undoubtedly  operated  to  their  real  injury  ; 
and  it  is  quite  problematical  whether  any  of  them  has,  on 
the  whole,  conduced  to  diminifh  the  evils  to  which  they 
have  always  been  expofed. 

A  knowledge  of  the  fire-arm  may  juftly  be  confidered  as 
a  curse  to  them  ;  and  the  ufe  of  it  has  led  them  into  meaf- 
ures,  the  confequerices  of  which  have  produced  the  worfh 
effects,  and  has  operated  greatly  as  a  check  on  their  popu- 
lation. Before  they  had  a  knowledge  of  the  Europeans,  they 
were  not  under  any  temptation  to  deffroy  any  more  of  the 
wild  beads  of  the  forefts  than  the  fuggeftions  of  hunger  and 
cold  made  necefTary  for  food  and  covering.  Befides,  before 
this  knowledge,  the  filent  modes  of  taking  them  were  fuch 
a?  to  give  no  confiderable  alarm  to  thofe  which  efcaped  the 
fnare  ;  hence,  as  their  decreafe  was  very  inconfiderable,  they 

greatly 
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greatly  abounded  at  that  day,  and  became  in  a  degree  do- 
mefticated. 

From  the  ufe  of  the  fire-arm,  the  game  has  been  fo  wan- 
tonly deftroyed,  that  it  has  become  fcarce  ;  and  the  natural 
ftiynefs  of  that  which  remained  was  not  only  greatly  in- 
creafed,  but  thereby  it  has  been  driven  from  its  ufual  feed- 
ing grounds  to  thole  more  remote  ;  all  which  has  increafed 
the  labour  of  taking  it,  of  which  whole  families  are  often 
fharers  in  the  fatigue,  or  are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  that  which 
proves  equally  injurious,  viz.  the  remaining  in  camp  too  often 
deftitutc  of  thofe  fupplies  indifpenfable  to  their  well-being. 
On  their  pofTefling  themfelves  of  the  mulker,  the  tomma- 
hawk,  and  fcalping-knife,  as  implements  of  war,  their  ambi- 
tion became  fired,  and  a  hope  was  enkindled  in  their  breads, 
that  therewith  they  mould  have  it  in  their  power  to  revenge 
all  the  wrongs  which  they  jTuppofed  they  had  fuffered.  A 
pleafing  acquifition  indeed  ;  for  the  paflion  of  revenge  is  the 
ftrongeft  feature  in  the  favage  character.  Thus  deluded  by 
vain  hopes,  they  have  often  precipitated  themfelves  into 
wars,  the  ilTue  of  which  never  failed  to  check  their  popula- 
tion, however  fortunate  to  them  might  be  the  iflue. 

The  great  labour  and  fatigue,  from  the  favage  cuftoms, 
the  lot  of  the  wives,  in  obtaining  a  fupport,  not  only  debilitates, 
them,  but  leads  them  to  wifh  that  they  may  not  multiply 
their  cares  and  increafe  their  burdens.  Hence  there  exift 
among  them  certain  habits  and  cuftoms,  which  mud,  in 
their  confequences,  give  a  check  to  population.  The  great 
averfion  the  wives  have  to  bearing  children,  and  the  modes 
praclifed  to  prevent  an  increafe  of  their  numbers,  arifes  (next 
to  that  which  is  furnifhed  by  nature,  and  from  what  has 
been  before  related  of  the  hard  tafk  which  they  have  in  fup- 
porting  them)  from  the  uncertain  tenure  on  which  the  mar- 
riage contract  exifts  ;  being  no  other  than  the  will  of  either 
party  to  difTolve  the  connexion.  In  all  cafes  of  a  feparation, 
the  children,  if  any,  are  abandoned  by  the  father,  and  con- 
fequently  fall  with  weight  on  the  more  helplefs  mother,  if 
none  of  her  relations  can  aid  her  in  the  fupport  of  them. 
I  may  add,  as  another  caufe,  the  frequent  lofs  of  their  fons 
in  thofe  wars  in  which  they  are  too  often  engaged  :  hereby 
the  mothers  are  greatly  arTecled  ;  and,  to  ufe  their  own 
words,  "  are  tired  of  bearing  children  to  be  flain  in  war." 
I  will  now,  Sir,  make  fome  obfervations  on  the  unfuccefs- 
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\u\  atrempts  which  have  been  made  ro  civilize  and  to  chrif- 
ianize  the  favage  tribes  ;  and  remark  how  it  has  affe&ed 
heir  minds  in  general,  and  what  will  be  the  natural  confe- 
rence of  their  adhering  to  their  ancient  cuftoms  and  man- 
lers. 

Let  us  paufe  a  moment,  and  confider  how  the  favage  na- 
ions  mud  feel,  after  an  attempt  has  been  ferioufly  made  to 
rivilize  them  ;  and  the  leading  principles  of  natural  and  re- 
/ealed  religion  have  been  laid  before  them  ;  anp!  every  argu- 
nent  urged,  which  fhould  lead  them  to  an  adoption  thereof, 
vhile  any  of  the  profeffors  of  that  religion  were  practifing 
:very  little  art  to  deprive  them  of  their  property,  which,  in 
heir  opinion,  they  ought  to  enjoy  fully  and  unmolefted. 

They  early  difcovered  that  among  thefe  people  there  ex- 
ited a  thirft  for  property,  and  a  difpqfition  to  engrofs  the 
ight  of  the  original  owner,  of  which,  in  a  national  view, 
hey  are  very  tenacious.  They  believe  that  they  were  placed 
>n  thefe  lands  by  the  Great  Spirit ;  and  that  they  were  given 
hem  for  their  fole  benefit,  and  that  no  perfon  can,  confe- 
[uently,  have  a  right  to  difpoffefs  them.  The  attempts, 
vhich  have  been  made  to  that  end,  have  left  the.  word  im- 
)refIions  on  their  mind  ;  and  have  fixed  a  deep  rooted  pre- 
udice  to  a  fyftem,  which,  in  their  opinion,  countenanced 
uch  tranfactions  as  they  forefaw  would  eventually  fap  the 
oundation  of  their  happinefs,  and  work  their  ruin. 

They  have  always  been  ready  to  retort  upon  us,  and  fay, 
r  Where  are  the  good  effects  of  your  religion  ?  we  of  the 
ame  tribe  have  no  contentions  among  ourfelves  reflecting 
>roperty  ;  and  no  man  envies  the  enjoyment  and  happinefs 
>f  his  neighbour.' •  They  have  very  different  opinions  re- 
specting us  <  thefe  impreflions  fhould  be  removed  ;  but  has 
his  been  ever  attempted  ? 

Before  the  Indian  nations  were  brought  to  entertain  juft 
deas  of  their  own  rights,  and  the  rights  of  their  fellow-men, 
which  never  can  be  effected  while  they  remain  in  an  un- 
civilized ftate,  nor  can  their  minds,  while  they  remain  fo, 
:ver  be  furnifhed  with  that  light  neceffary  to  a  clear  inveiti- 
;ation  of  their  claims,  upon  grounds  which  eft ablifh  right 
mong  civilized  nations),  they  were  called  upon  to  become 
:hn(tians.  It  is  impoflible  ever  to  convert  them,  until  they 
:an  be  impreffed  with  juft  notions  of  their  own  fituation,  as 
t  regards  an  exclufive  right  to  the  foil.     While  they  hold 
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thefe  ideas,  they  cannot  be  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  a  re- 
ligion whici,  in  their  opinion,  permits  a  forcible  pofTeffion 
of  their  lands,  and  a  retention  of  them  by  fubfequent  fettle- 
ments. 

But  admitting  that  nothing  had  been  wrong  on  our  part, 
yet  the  tafk  of  civilizing  (to  fay  nothing  of  Ghriftianizing, 
until  after  that  event  (hall  take  place)  thefe  nations  or  tribes' 
would  have  been  difficult  indeed,  and  will  always  remain  fo, 
while  the  human  mind  is  naturally  averfe  to  control.  Civ- 
ilization and  the  focial  compact,  among  men,  have,  from 
fmall  beginnings,  grown  up  to  what  they  now  are,  from  the 
meliorating  hand  of  time,  the  experience  of  ages,  and  the 
light  of  fcience.  If,  under  the  peculiar  advantages  arifing 
from  knowledge,  the  prejudices  of  education,  and  our  hav- 
ing progreffed  in  life  under  the  funfhine  of  civilization  and 
government,  and  having  tailed  fully  of  the  pleafures  thereof, 
men  are  hardly  brought  to  furrender,  even  at  this  day  of 
light  and  knowledge,  fo  many  of  their  natural  rights  as  are 
neceffary  to  give  ftrength  and  fafety  to  thofe  retained,  we 
cannot  be  furprifed  at  the  difcovery  that  the  Indian  nations, 
who  have  never  tailed  of  the  pleafures  of  civilization  and 
government,  are  averfe'to  making  a  furrender  of  their  pref- 
enc  cufloms  and  manners,  and  of  facrificing  them  to  a  fyf- 
tem  to  which  they  are  ftrangers  in  a  great  degree.  Befides, 
they  have  the  natural  feelings  of  men  to  combat  in  the  ex- 
change. All  men  naturally  wifh  for  eafe,  and  to  avoid  the 
(hackles  of  reftraint. 

We  find,  from  general  obfervation  in  every  day's  expe- 
rience, how  hard  it  is  for  people  in  years,  especially,  to  quit 
the  ideas  they  imbibed  in  youth,  and  to  forfake  the  long- 
trodden  path  made  confpicuous  by  the  foot  Heps  of  their 
fathers.  To  leave  fuch  a  path,  in  which  we  have  travelled 
ourfelves  with  a  degree  of  fafety,  for  one  unexplored  by  us, 
though  there  may  be  ffrong  evidence  that  the  change  will  be 
more  direct,  and  for  our  interefr.  to  purfue  ;  yet  it  requires 
a  deprce  of  fortitude  and  a  fpirit  of  enterprife,  which  doth 
not  tall  to  the  fhare  of  every  man,  to  make  the  attempt. 
If  this  is  true  of  us,  with  all  the  light  which  has  been  feat- 
ured in  our  paths,  and  with  the  peculiar  advantages  we  are 
under  of  judging  for  ourfelves  what  is  right,  we  muff,  not  be 
furprifed  at  the  obflinacy  of  thofe  who  have  had  infinitely 
fefa  advantages,  and  whofe  prejudices,  in  favour  of  ancient 

cuftomsj 
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ruftoms,  arc  proportionately  ftrong  to  their  want  of  light, 
tnd  of  the  means  of  judging  rightly.  Nothing  has  a  bet- 
er  foundation  in  truth,  than  that  we  yield  early  impref- 
ions  with  reluctance,  and  hardly  give  up  the  fentiments  of 
lur  fathers  ;  for  as  we  cannot  read  the  unturned  page  of  fu- 
urity,  therefore  we  enter  on  new  purfuits  filled  with  doubt 
nd  uncertainty. 

I  have  always  difcovered,  when  among  the  Indian  na- 
ions,  that  there  exifted  the  greater!  difficulty  in  conveying 
ny  new  ideas  to  their  mind  from  the  barrennefs  of  their 
anguage,  and  in  many  inftances  it  has  been  impoiTible  to 
onvey  to  them  the  fentiments  attempted.  This  inconve- 
lience  may  always  remain  ;  for  a  copious  language  is  not  to 
»e  acquired  in  a  favage  life.  Their  diftance,  by  their  habits, 
rom  the  enlightened  world,  gives  them  few  opportunities 
f  extending  their  ideas  ;  confequently  their  language  will 
ot  expand  ;  and  without  ideas,  they  cannot  have  language. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  fully  in  opinion  with  my  friend,  Dr. 
'amfay,  that  the  Indian  nations  will  never  be  civilized.  I 
nly  divide  from  him  reflecting  the  confequences  of  their 
emaining  in  an  untutored  ftate,  that  it  will  be  their  anni- 
ilation  as  a  people. 

Should  the  Indian  nations  in  general  never  become  civi- 
zed,  we  may,  I  think,  point  to  the  confequences.  Nature 
)rbids  civilized  and  uncivilized  people  pofTeffing  the  fame 
*rritory  ;  for  the  means  purfued  by  the  civilized,  to  obtain 
fupport,  counteracts  the  wiihes  and  defigns  of  the  favage. 
Vhile  the  former  are  bufily  employed  in  removing  from  the 
arth  its  natural  growth,  as  neceflary  to  their  eftablifhing 
lemfelves  as  hufbandmen,  the  latter  are  wifhing  to  increafe 
lat  natural  fhelter,  and  hiding  place,  for  the  beads  of  the 
>reft  ;  for  without  a  covering  they  cannot  be  retained,  but 
'ill  feek  new  feeding  grounds  ;  confequently  the  favage 
luft  retire  to  thofe  lands  where  they  can  with  more  eafc 
btain  a  fupply.  Their  new  pofition  cannot,  however,  long 
vail  them  ;  for  civilization  and  cultivation  will  make  rapid 
rides,  and  progrefs  faft  towards  them  ;  and  they  muft  ne- 
effarily  make  way  for  fuch  approaches,  by  following  the 
ame,  (which  takes  the  firft  alarm),  or  leave  their  prefent 
urfuits  and  modes  of  living,  and  oppofe  the  cultivator  by 
ultivation.  The  lavage  arm  is  too  feeble,  in  any  other 
'ay,  to  counteract  the  progrefs  of  their  civilized  neigh- 
bours ; 
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bours  ;  but  it  is  hardly  to  be  expecled,  that  they  will,  \\i 
time,  fee  the  importance  of  this  meaftire,  confidering  their 
prejudices  and  attachments  ;  but  will  continue  retiring  be- 
fore the  enlightened  hufbandman,  until  they  (hall  meet 
thofe  regions  of  the  north,  into  which  he  cannot  purfue 
them.  There,  in  my  opinion,  they  will  be  fet  down,  and 
left,  in  the  undifturbed  pofleflion  of  a  country,  unenvied  by 
any  ;  as  the  laft  refort  of  a  people,  who,  having  facrifked 
every  conlideration  to  their  love  of  eafe,  were  now  com-* 
pelled,  by  the  effeds  of  their  obftinacy  and  difobedience,  to 
give  up  all  hope  of  ever  regaining  thofe  hofpitable  tracts 
from  which  they  had  retired,  and  which  they  had  furren- 
dered  to  others  :  while  nature  had  furnifhed  them  with  the 
power  of  having  for  ever  participated  in  the  enjoyment  of 
them.  Being  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  a  country  fitted,  by 
nature,  to  the  life  of  a  fportfman,  they  will  probably  con- 
tinue as  a  people  until  time  (hall  be  no  more. 

The  report  of  a  committee  of  the  board  of  cor- 
respondents of  the  Scots  Society  for  propagating 
Christian  knowledge,  who  visited  the  Oneida  and 
Mohekunuh  Indians  in   1796. 

THE  committee,  appointed  by  the  board  of  commiffion- 
ers  of  the  fociety  eftablifhed  in  Scotland  tor  propagating 
chriftian  knowledge,  to  vifit  the  Indians  who  are  objects  of 
their  millions  at  Oneida,  and  New-Stockbridge,  under  the 
care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sergeant, 
have  attended  that  fcrvice  ;  and  after  a  long  and  tedious 
journey  of  more  than  fix  hundred  miles,  in  the  heat  of  fum- 
mer,  have,  by  the  divine  blelTing,  returned  to  Bofton,  and 
offer  to  the  board  the  following  Report. 

N.  B.  As  the  board  gave  us  not  only  a  fet  of  queries,  but  liberty 
to  add  any  others  which  might  occur  to  us,  we  have  enlarged  the  num- 
ber from  fixteen  to  twenty-four  ;  and  mall  divide  or  combine  our  an- 
fwers  to  them,  in  fuch  a  manner  as,  we  conceive,  will  make  our  report 
more  perfpicuous.  1 

Jeremy  Belknap* 
July*  I796"-  Jedidiah  Morse. 

Query  1.  What  is  the  number  of  fouls  among  whom 
Mellrs.  Kirkland  and  Sergeant  labour  ? 

Anfwer.    The  objccls  of  Mr.  Kirkland's  mifllon  are  the 

Indians 
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[ndians  of  the  Oneida  nation,  whofe  relative  fituation  may 
be  better  underffood  by  the  map  which  accompanies  this 
report,  than  by  any  verbal  defcription.  At  the  laft  enu- 
meration, the  number  of  men,  women,  and  children,  was 
[ix  hundred  and  twenty-eight.  There  is  annually  an  exact 
:enfus  taken  of  all  thefe  Indians,  the  reafon  of  which  will 
ippear  in  our  anfwer  to  the  19th  query.  Mr.  Kirkland's 
refidence  is  on  a  tract  of  land  given  him  by  the  Oneidas, 
ind  confirmed  by  the  ftate  of  New-York  in  1789.  The 
diftance  from  his  houfe  to  Kahnonwolohale,  the  principal 
village  of  the  Oneidas,  is  about  twelve  miles. 

The  obrects  of  Mr.  Sergeant's  million  are  the  Indians  of 
Nfew-Stockbridge,  who  are  on  a  tract  of  land  fix  miles 
fquare,  adjoining  the  S.  E.  part  of  the  Oneida  refervation, 
is  may  be  feen  in  the  map.  The  number  of  them  is  three 
nundred. 

Mr.  Sergeant  refides  in  the  village  of  New-Stockbridge, 
with  part  of  his  family  :  the  other  part  refides  at  old  Stock- 
bridge,  in  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts,  diftant  about  160 
miles.  The  legiilature  of  New-York  have  lately  granted 
him  a  tract  of  land,  containing  one  fquare  mile,  which  is  to 
3e  located  in  that  part  of  their  late  purchafe  of  the  Oneida 
refervation  adjoining  NewT-Stockbridge. 

On  the  N.  E.  part  of  New-Stockbridge  lies  Brotherton, 
rontaining  thofe  Indians  who  were  lately  under  the  care  of 
:he  Rev.  Samfon  Occom,  deceafed.  They  are  one  hundred 
md  fifty  in  number  ;  and  are  fometimes  vifited  by  the  mif- 
[ionaries.  They  have  now  petitioned  for  a  mifuonary,  to 
be  paid  by  the  fociety/till  they  fhall  be  able  to  maintain 
one.  themfelves. 

Query  2.  How  many  are  profefTedly  Pagans,  and  how 
many  Chriftians  ? 

Anfwer.  In  New-Stockbridge  are  no  profeiTed  Pagans. 
Among  the  Oneidas  are  eight  adult  perfons  who  are  thus 
denominated.  This  will  be  further  anfvvcred  under  the 
5  th  query. 

Query  3.  How  many  different  breeds,  or  mixtures  of 
blood,  are  there  among  them  ? 

Anfwer.  The  Indians  of  New-Stockbridge  are  moftly 
pure,  though  there  is  fome  mixture  of  whites.  Among  the 
Oneidas  there  is  fcarcely  an  individual  who  is  not  descend- 
ed on  one  fide  from  Indians  of  other  nations,  or  from  Engl 
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lifh,  Scots,  Irifh,  French,  German,  Dutch,  and  fome  few 
from  Africans.  Mr.  Dean,  our  interpreter,  thinks  that 
there  has  not  been  a  pure  Oneida  in  exiftence  for  above 
twelve  years  pad. 

Query  4.  Into  how  many  different  parties  are  they  di- 
vided, both  political  and  religious  ? 

Query  5.  What  are  their  refpective  principles,  views, 
interefts  and  prejudices  ? 

Anfwer.  The  Stockbridge  Indians  are  not  divided  into 
religious  parties  at  prefent ;  though,  during  the  life  of  Mr. 
Occom,  there  was  a  divifion  between  thofe  who  preferred 
him  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  others  who  adhered  to  the  latter. 
The  principal  divifion  now  among  them  is  between  thofe 
who  are  in  favour  of  leafing  their  lands  to  the  white  people, 
and  thofe  who  prefer  cultivating  them  with  their  own  hands. 
The  latter  party  has  of  late  gained  the  afcendency,  as  appears 
by  their  covenant,  dated  June  3,  1796,  a  copy  of  which 
was  delivered  to  us  by  Captain  Hendrick  Apaumut,  Sa- 
chem, accompanied  with  4  firings  of  wampum. 

The  Oneidas  are  divided  between  Pagans  and  Chriftians. 
We  took  fome  pains  to  inquire  into  the  principles  of  the 
former,  and  meeting  with  an  old  man  of  eighty,  who  is  re- 
puted the  head  of  the  Pagan  party,  we  requefted  Mr.  Dean 
to  enter  into  converfation  with  him,  and  give  us  the  refult. 
It  was  this.  Some  of  them  addreffed  their  devotions  to  the 
wind,  others  to  the  clouds  and  thunder,*  he  to  the  rocks 
and  mountains,  which  he  believed  to  have  an  invifible,  as 
well  as  vifible  exifience,  and  an  agency  over  human  actions. 
To  this  kind  of  fuperintending  power,  he  had  always  trufied 
for  fuccefs  in  hunting,  and  in  war,  and  had  generally  ob- 
tained his  defire.  He  had  either  killed,  or  taken  captive, 
his  enemy,  and  had  been  fortunate  in  the  chafe.  He  re- 
garded the  Oneida  Stone  as  a  proper  emblem  or  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  divinity  which  he  worfhipped.  This  fione  we 
faw.  It  is  of  a  rude,  unwrought  fibape,  rather  inclining  to 
cylindrical,  and  of  more  than  an  hundred  pounds  weight. 
It  bears  no  refemblance  to  any  of  the  ftones  which  are  found 
in  that  country.  From  whence  it  was  originally  brought, 
no  one  can  tell.  The  tradition  is,  that  it  follows  the  nation 
in  their  removals.     From  it  the  name  of  the  nation  is  de- 

.      rived, 

*  "  Lo  the  poor  Indian,  whofe  untutor'd  mind 
Sees  God  in  clouds,  or  hears  him  in  the  wind,"  &c.        Pope* 
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rived,  for  Oneida  fignifies  the  upright  /tone.  When  it  was 
fet  up  in  the  crotch  of  a  tree,  the  people  were  fuppofed  in- 
vincible.  It  is  now  placed  in  an  upright  pofition  on  the 
*arth,  at  the  door  of  the  old  man's  houfe.  A  flout  man  can 
:arry  this  flone  about  40  or  50  rods,  without  refting  ;  and 
his  is  the  manner  in  which  it  may  be  faid  (with  the  help 
}f  a  little  prieftcraftj  to  follow  them  in  their  removals. 

Though  the  number  of  prqfejfed  Pagans  be  fmall,  yet  the 
whole  nation,  notwithstanding  their  opportunities  for  re- 
igious  improvement,  are  itill  influenced,  in  a  great  degree, 
}y  their  old  mythology.  They  are  univerfally  firm  be- 
ievers  in  witchcraft  and  invifible  agency.  They  pay  great 
•egard  to  dreams  and  omens,  and  attribute  the  mofr.  com- 
non  events  to  caufes  with  which  there  can  be  no  natural 
:onnexion.  Not  long  fince,  an  Indian  was  drowned  in  one 
)f  the  Oneida  creeks,  which  are  annually  vifited  by  the  fal- 
non.  When  the  feafon  came,  they  imagined  that  no  fifh 
:ould  be  found  in  that  ftream  ;  till  a  gentleman  of  Albany, 
,vho  happened  to  be  at  Fort  Stanwix,  perfuaded  them  that 
le  had  put  fomething  into  the  water  to  purify  it,  on  which 
hey  reforted  to  the  creek,  and  took  the  fifh  as  formerly,  and 
bought  themfelves  much  obliged  to  the  gentleman  for  his 
kill  and  gpodnefs. 

The  firfr.  mifiionaries,  who  came  among  thefe  people, 
vere  French  Jefuits  from  Canada,  who  were  very  fond  of 
)aptifing  their  children  as  foon  as  they  were  born,  and 
aught  them  that  delays  were  dangerous.  The  moral  char- 
i&er  of  the  parents  was  of  no  confequencc  ;  if  fponfors 
:ould  be  obtained,  the  ceremony  was  performed,  the  fee 
Daid,  and  a  bottle  of  rum  drank  on  the  occafion. 

When  adults  delired  baptifm,  they  were  taught  to  fay 
:he  creed,  the  Lord's  prayer,  and  the  ten  commandments, 
1  rid  to  make  a  confeflion  to  the  pried,  as  the  only  prerequi- 
sites to  the  adminiftration  of  the  ordinance.  The  godfather 
5a ve  the  name  ;  and,  if  he  was  able,  treated  the  company 
with  an  exhilerating  draught.  This  is  the  account  which 
:he  Indians  give  of  "  the  old  way,"  which,  they  fay,  "bad  no 
iifficulty,  and  might  eafily  be  complied  with  ;"  and  fo  much 
nfluence  has  the  remembrance  of  this  "  old  way"  upon 
:hem,  that,  when  the  prefent  mifTionaries  decline  to  baptize 
iny  of  their  children,  they  carry  them,  30  or  40  miles,  to 
the  German  or  Dutch  fettlements,  down  the  Mohawk  river; 

where, 
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where,  on  payment  of  the  ufual  fee  of  half  a  dollar,  they  find 
no  difficulty'  in  obtaining  baptifm,  and  are  then  perfectly 
eafy  about  the  falvation  of  their  children.  As  far,  therefore, 
as  this  kind  of  baptifm  may  denominate  them  Chriftians, 
the  whole  nation,  except  the  few  Pagans  abovementioned, 
may  be  faid  to  be  fo. 

The  zvhig  and  tory  distinction,  produced  by  the  late  war, 
is  not  yet  forgotten.  Some  few  of  the  Oneidas  joined  with 
the  Britifh  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  them  adhered  to  the 
Americans  ;  and  after  the  destruction  of  their  villages  and 
church,  by  the  tories  and  hoftile  Indians,  they  removed 
down  to  the  plains  of  Schenectady,  and  were  ferved  with 
rations,  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war.  Compenfation  for  their  loiTes  has  been 
made  them  by  the  legiflature  of  the  Union.  Thofe  perfons 
who  went  off  to  the  Britifh  are  ftill  objects  of  jealoufy. 

There  is  alfo  a  party,  created  by  the  intrigues  of  fome 
perfons,  who  bought  a  large  tract  of  their  land ;  but  the  fale 
was  not  confirmed  by  the  ftate  of  New- York.  The  fpirit 
of  contention,  on  this  account,  has  been  carried  to  a  great 
height. 

£>iiery  6.  What  is  the  number  of  thofe  who  are  infrruct- 
ed  in  the  principles  of  the  gofpel,  and  feem  to  be  influen- 
ced by  them  ? 

Anfwer.  At  Ncw-Stockbridge,  the  people  in  general  at- 
tend on  the  public  instructions  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  the 
religious  conferences  which  he  holds  with  them.  The 
church  confifts  of  five  men,  and  twenty-five  women.  Of 
the  latter,  none  are  under  fufpenfion  ;  and  but  one  is  com- 
plained of  as  diforderly.  Of  the  former,  two  have  been  dis- 
ciplined for  intoxication,  and  are  now  under  fufpenfion. 
We  were  prefent  at  one  religious  exercife,  which  was  de- 
cently attended,  and  their  finging  was  remarkably  foft  and 
harmonious.  Many  of  thefe  people,  male  and  female,  can 
read  EnglifTt,  and  fome  few  can  write.  They  received, 
with  great  pleafure,  fome  religious  books,  which  we  dis- 
tributed among  them. 

Among  the  Oneidas,  are  ^G  women,  who  are  reputed 
fobcr;  and  ot  thefe,  Mr.  Kirkiand  thinks,  24  are  fcrious 
christians.  There  are  three  or  four  men  of  a  fober  charac- 
ter in  general.  One  man  only  attended  the  laft  communion  ; 
this  was  John  Skanandogh  ;  and  he  is  faid,  by  fome,  to  be 

the 


Report  about  Indians  and  M{ffionaries.  17 

the  only  man  in  the  nation  who  never  indulges  hhnfelf  in 
drinking  to  excefs.  He  has  very  little  influence  in  the  na- 
tion, though  one  of  the  chiefs. 

The  prefent  mifiionaries  baptize  no  children  but  thofe 
whofe  parents,  at  lead:  one  of  them,  are  in  communion  with 
the  church.  The  number  of  baptifms  performed  by  them 
is  confequently  very  fmall,  not  more  than  6  or  7  in  a  year, 
in  each  miflion.  The  Lord's-fupper  is  adminiffered  not 
oftener  than  3  times  in  a  year. 

It  may  here  be  obferved,  that,  among  the  Oneidas,  child- 
ren are  reckoned  to  belong  to  the  mother >  rather  than  the 
father.  They  are  numbered  with  the  tribe  or  clan  to  which 
the  mother  belongs.  Thefe  tribes  are  three,  and  are  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  names  of  the  Wolf,  the  Bear,  and  the  Turtle. 
If  the  mother  die  before  the  father,  the  mother's  relations 
take  the  children  and  educate  them. 

Thus  it  fometimes  happens,  that  the  children  of  a  chrif- 
tian  father  are  taken  from  him,  and  educated  by  the  Pagan 
relatives  of  the  mother.  An  inflance  of  this  now  exifts. 
The  fon  of  Good  Peter  (who  died  lately)  was  taken  from 
him  at  his  wife's  death,  and  educated  by  the  old  Pagan  afore- 
mentioned, who  was  her  brother.  This  young  Peter  is  a 
very  different  character  from  his  father,  and  makes  no  pre- 
tentions to  religion  ;  he  has  murdered  feveral  perfons,  and 
has  a  mod  favage  and  ferocious  afpect  ;  but  he  is  a  great 
orator,  and  has  more  influence  among  the  Oneidas  than 
any  other  perfon.  We  called  to  fee  him,  and  he  thanked 
us  for  it  ;  adding,  that  he  fuppofed  it  was  on  his  father's 
account  that  we  took  notice  of  him. 

In  the  favage  ftate,  it  is  ufual  for  the  young  men  to  at- 
tach themfelves  to  no  particular  female  5  but  to  rove  at 
large  among  them,  till  they  have  pafTed  the  vigour  of  youth, 
and  then  confine  themfelves  to  one. 

At  prefent,  the  Oneidas  marry  young,  and  are  faid  to  be 
more  continent  than  formerly.  But  the  indecency  of  habit 
in  the  males,  they  being  univerfally  fans  culottes,  is  not  a 
very  favourable  fymptom  ;  and  the  hard  treatment  which  the 
women  receive  from  their  hufbands,  being  obliged  to  labour 
when  they  are  idle,  does  not  indicate  the  prevalence  of 
chriffian  principles  to  any  great  extent. 

Murders  are  faid  to  be  not  Jo  frequent  as  formerly  5  but  a 
melancholy  inftance  happened  a  few  days  before  our  arrival. 

Two 
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Two  young  men  had  a  quarrel  ;  one  (hot  the  other  dead  ;  j 
the  father  of  the  dead  went  and  killed  the  murderer  ;  and 
no  further  notice  was  taken  of  the  matter.* 

Peter,  aforementioned,  about  2  years  ago,  killed  an  Onan- 
dago  Indian.  The  Onandagos  fought  for  Peter  in  vain  ; 
and  when  they  could  not  find  him,  took  their  revenge  by 
killing  an  innocent  Oneida  Indian.  Peter  has  alfo  killed 
feveral  perfons,  fufpecled  of  witchcraft.  Not  long  fincc,  an 
Indian  of  the  Tufcarora  nation  killed  his  uncle.  Complaint 
was  made  to  an  English  magiftrate,  and  the  murderer  was  l: 
imprifoned  in  Herkemer  county  jail.  His  trial  will  bring 
on  a  queftion,  whether  the  laws  of  New-York  extend  to 
the  Indians. 

Laft  fummer,  Jofeph  Brandt,  a  Mohawk  chief,  and  a 
captain  in  the  Britifh  fervice,  formerly  one  of  Dr.  Whcelock's 
fcholars,  murdered  his  own  fon,  who  was  indeed  a  bad  fel- 
low, and  had  attempted  the  life  of  his  father.     Brandt  re- 

figned 

*  The  following  particular  account  of  this  affair  is  taken  from  the  journal 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sergeant. 

"  June  7.  This  evening  a  murder  happened,  at  a  place  called  Old  Oneida, 
about  three  miles  eaft  of  this  place,  [New  Stockbridge],  where  a  few  families 
refide,  called  Orifkas,  outcaft  Oneidas  ;  the  circumftances  are  as  follow. 

"  Two  young  men,  Jacob  and  Cornelius,  went  in  the  morning  to  an  Eng- 
lifh  fettlement,  and  returned  in  the  evening  with  a  bottle  of  rum,  both  a  little 
intoxicated.  As  they  entered  the  village,  Cornelius  infulted  a  woman  and  her 
child,  for  which  Jacob  reproved  him.  Cornelius,  in  a  violent  paffion,  threatened 
to  kill  him  ;  ran  to  a  neighbouring  houfe,  where  were  none  but  women,  and 
took  a  loaded  gun  ;  he  returned,  met  Jacob  in  the  road,  and  difcharged  a  ball 
through  his  body,  who  inftantly  died.  Cornelius  then  ran  to  Oneida,  about 
four  miles,  to  his  father's  houfe.  By  this  time  he  appeared  to  have  fome  fen- 
fibility,  told  his  father  what  he  had  done,  and  (bed  tears.  He  then  lay  down 
to  deep,  on  one  fide  of  the  hut,  his  father  on  the  other.  All  the  women,  leav- 
ing the  houfe,  told  the  neighbours,  if  the  revengers  of  blood  came-  after  him, 
to  tell  them  where  he  was. 

"  Soon  after  the  murder,  the  relations  of  Jacob  collecled  fcven  men,  each 
armed  with  a  gun,  tomahawk  and  knife  ;  they  followed  the  murderer,  it  being 
nearly  dark  ;  came  to  the  houfe  in  a  filent  manner,  and  opened  the  door. 
Then  the  elded  brother  of  Jacob  mot  Cornelius  through  the  body  ;  then  (tab- 
bed him,  as  they  fuppofed,  to  the  heart  ;  and  all  returned,  in  an  orderly  man- 
ner, to  their  habitations. 

"  After  this,  Cornelius  revived,  though  in  great  diftrefs  ;  requefted  that  fome 
medicine  might  be  applied  to  his  wounds  ;  but  his  father  refufed  him  this  fa- 
vour. The  next  morning,  he  was  ftill  alive,  and,  it  is  fuppofed,  might  have 
recovered  ;  but  his  father  fent  to  the  revengers  of  blood  to  return,  and  put  an 
end  to  his  life  ;  which  they  did,  by  beating  out  his  brains  with  a  tomahawk. 
According  to  their  cuftom,  he  was  buried  without  any  ceremony. 

"  June  9.  I  was  invited  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Jacob  ;  which  opportunity 
I  improved,  to  (hew  the  danger,  folly,  and  wickednefs  of  intemperance.  After 
toe  funeral,  the  people  were  entertained  with,  a  feaft. 

"Both  Jacob  and  Cornelius  were  men  of  Very  bad  characters.  Cornelius 
was  governed  by  violent  pamons,  which  were  never  fubdued  in  childhood." 
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figned  his  commiflion,  and  furrendered  himfelf  to  juftice  ; 
but  Lord  Dorchefter  would  not  accept  his  refignation. 

Query  7.     In  what  kind  of  principles,  called  gofpel  prin- 
ciples, are  they  instructed  ? 

Query  8.    Whether  any  of  them  make  objections  to  thefe 
principles,  and  what  are  their  objections  ? 

Anfwer.  MefTrs.  Kirkland  and  Sergeant  are  both  Pref- 
Dyterians  and  Calvinifts,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  heads  of  their 
difcourfes,  in  their  journals.  Mr.  Sergeant  fays,  that  he 
ioes  not  meddle  with  high  points,  fuch  as  predeftination, 
ind  the  origin  of  evil,  but  preaches  faith,  repentance,  and 
norality.  Mr.  Kirkland  being  very  ill  when  we  faw  him, 
iid  not  talk  much  on  any  fubject,  but  he  is  well  known 
o  be  very  firm  in  the  doctrines  of  Calvinifm. 

The  Indians  are  not  fond  of  difputation,  and  do  not 
jfually  make  objections  to  particular  doctrines.  They  rather 
object  to  the  ftrictnefs  which  is  required  by  the  miflionaries, 
n  regard  to  the  qualifications  for  admiflion  to  gofpel  ordi- 
lances.  Formerly  they  objected  to  receiving  Chriftianity, 
uecaufe  it  ferved  to  degrade  them  in  the  view  of  the  confed- 
erated nations  ;*  but  as  to  the  external  forms  of  religion, 
:hey  are  not  now  averfe  to  being  called  christians. 

Query  9.  What  number  of  them  have  renounced  their 
)ld  habits  of  roving,  idlenefs,  and  intemperance,  efpecially 
vhen  the  means  of  indulging  to  excefs  in  drinking  fpirits 
)ccur  ? 

Anfwer.  This  has  been  partly  anfwered  under  the  6th 
ruery  ;  but  it  may  further  be  obferved,  with  refpect  to  rov- 
ng,  that  though  their  former  hunting  ground  has  been  pur- 
:hafed  of  them,  and  is  almoft  entirely  occupied  by  white 
lufbandmen,  and  the  game  confequently  driven  away  or 
kftroyed  ;  yet  fo  fond  are  they  of  roving,  that  many  of  them 
Lre  frequently  drolling  among  the  fettlements  of  the  whites, 
md  making  long  vifits  where  they  can  find  food  and  liquor. 
Idlenefs  is  the  fin  that  eafily  befets  them,  and  is  the  parent 
pf  many  other  vices.  %t  Indians  cannot  work,"  is  a  faying 
frequently  in  their  mouths.  They  have  an  idea,  that  to  la- 
bour in  cultivating  the  earth,  is  degrading  to  the  character 

of 


"  We  are  derided  by  our  brethren,  on  account  of  our  chriftian  profeffion  : 
lime  was,  when  we  were  efteemed  as  honourable  and  important  in  the  confed- 
|racy  as  any  others  ;  but  now  we  are  looked  upon  as  fmall  things,  or  rather 
kothing  at  all,'*        Speech  of  an  Oneida  chief,  1772. 
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of  man,  "  who  (they  fay)  was  made  for  war  and  hunting, 
and  holding  councils,  and  that  fquaws  and  hedge-hogs  are 
made  to  fcratch  the  ground."  Another  of  their  proverbial 
traditions  is,  that  the  Great  Spirit  gave  the  white  man  a 
plough,  and  the  red  man  a  bow  and  arrow,  and  fent  them 
into  the  world  by  different  paths,  each  to  get  his  living  in 
his  own  way. 

With  refpect  to  drinking  fpirits,  excepting  the  few  per- 
fons  beforementioned,  they  are  generally,  and  we  fear  in- 
curably, addicted  to  intemperance,  whenever  they  have  the 
means  in  their  power.  This  is  the  character  of  all  the  fav- 
ages  of  NortruAmerica. 

§>uery  10.  Of  what  character  are  the  white  people  who 
refide  in  their  vicinity,  and  particularly  thofe  who  are  con- 
nected with  them  ? 

Anfwer.  In  New-Stockbridge,  there  is  but  one  white 
family,  that  of  Mr.  Sergeant.  The  white  people  of  the 
neighbouring  fettlements  have  but  little  intercourse  with  the 
Stockbridge  Indians  ;  there  is  a  road  through  their  village, 
in  which  there  is  frequent  pafTing  of  white  people,  and  too 
often  on  the  Lord's-day.  Among  the  Oneidas,  there  are 
fome  white  people,  who  refide  as  mechanics  ;  and  others 
who  go  occafionally  to  trade  with  them.  Thefe  are  faid  to 
be,  in  general,  perfons  of  not  the  bed  moral  characters  ;  and 
indeed,  there  is  very  little  inducement  for  people,  who  have 
any  regard  to  reputation,  to  refide  among  them.  Such  per- 
fons can  live  much  more  agreeably  in  the  neighbouring  fet- 
tlements of  the  whites,  without  any  connection  with  the 
Indians. 

Formerly,  the  nearer!  white  neighbours  to  the  Indians 
of  Oneida  were  the  Germans  and  Dutch,  on  the  Mohawk 
river.  Thefe  were  all  broken  up  by  the  late  war  ;  and  the 
whole  of  the  Mohawk  nation  of  Indians,  who  refided  at 
feveral  places  on  that  river,  left  their  ancient  villages  about 
the  year  1780,  and  have  never  returned.  At  the  peace, 
the  Germans  and  Dutch  refumed  their  plantations  ;  but, 
till  the  year  1785,  there  was  not  a  white  family  above  the 
German  flats.  Since  that  time,  the  country  has  been  rap- 
idly populated  and  cultivated,  by  people  who  removed  from 
various  parts  of  New-England,  New-York,  and  New-Jer- 
fey  ;  and  who  have,  within  that  fhort  fpace,  made  greater 
improvements  in  cultivation  and  breeding  of  cattle,  than  the 

Germans 
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Germans  had  attained  in  feventy  years.  In  the  diftrict 
comprehended  between  the  Oneida  refervation,  and  the  Mo- 
hawk river  above  the  German  flats,  which  is  now  divided 
into  three  townfhips,  Whiteftown,  Paris,  and  Weftmoreland, 
there  were,  in  1785,  but  two  families  ;  thofe  of  Hugh  White 
and  Mqfes  Foot.;  but  now,  in  1796,  there  are,  within  the 
fame  limits,  fix  parilhes,  with  five  fettled  minifters,  three 
full  regiments  of  militia,  and  one  corps  of  light  horfe.  Be- 
{ides  this  rapid  population  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Oneida 
country,  there  are  many  thriving  fettlements  on  the  north, 
■weft,  and  fouth,  which  are  every  year  increafing  by  emi- 
grations from  New-England,  New-Jerfcy,  and  the  lower 
parts  of  New-York.  Thus  thefe  Indians  are  entirely  fur- 
rounded  by  the  white  people  ;  who  are,  in  general,  fober, 
peaceable,  and  well  informed  ;  and  their  plantations  are 
continually  enlarging  and  improving,  by  the  hand  of  induf- 
try.  Among  them,  however,  there  is  a  mixture  of  the  in- 
temperate, knavifh,  and  profane  ;  and  it  is  unhappy  for  the 
Indians,  that  they  have  more  connexion  with  thefe,  than 
with  the  virtuous  part  of  the  community. 

ghiery  1 1 .  Whether  any  regulations  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Indians,  as  a  political  body,  to  prevent  the  exceflive 
ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  ;  and  if  fo,  whether  fuch  regula- 
tions are  carried  into  execution  ? 

Anfwer.  Some  regulations  have  been  made  and  executed 
at  New-Srockbridge,  and  the  number  of  retail  houfes  is 
leifened.  That  party  who  are  in  favour  of  leafing  their  lands 
are  the  moft  addicted  to  intemperance  ;  but  it  is  acknowl- 
edged, that  thofe  who  are  called,  in  general,  fteady  and  fober 
men,  will  at  fome  times  tranfgrefs  the  rules  of  temperance. 

At  Oneida,  the  chiefs  have  frequently  attempted  to  pro- 
hibit the  introduction  and  fale  of  fpirituous  liquors  ;  but 
from  the  fmall  degree  of  power,  which  they  poffefs,  and  the 
want  of  fubordination  among  the  people,  thefe  attempts 
have  hitherto  proved  ineffectual.  The  authority  of  fachems 
and  chiefs  is  merely  that  of  recommendation,  without  any 
I  coercion  or  penal  fanction  ;  when,  therefore,  offenders  can 
tranfgrefs  wTith  impunity,  no  regulations  will  have  any  effect. 

They  feem  to  be  fenfible  of  the  neceflity  of  fome  coercive 

meafures,  to  check  the  prevalence  of  intoxication,  and  have 

petitioned  the  legiflature  of  New-York  on  the  fubject  ;    a 

copy  of  this  petition  was  given  to  us  by  Captain  Hendrick. 

D  [Ftf/.v.]  We 
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We  could  not  learn  that  any  thing  was  done  in  anfwer  X& 
this  petition.  Labour  and  induftry  are  the  bed  antidote  to 
intemperance. 

Qiicry  12.  Whether,  in  any  confiderable  number,  they 
have  addicted  themfelves  to  the  arts  of  induitry  and  agricul- 
ture, fo  as  to  procure  a  decent  fubfiflence  for  themfelves  and 
families  ? 

Anfwer.  At  New-Stockbridge,  it  is  computed  that  about 
two-thirds  of  the  men,  and  nine-tenths  of  the  women,  are 
indultrious.  Agriculture,  and  the  breeding  of  cattle  and 
fwine,  are  their  chief  employments,  by  which  they  procure 
more  than  a  fufficiency  of  food  ;  and  by  felling  part  of  their 
produce,  they  are  able  to  purchafe  their  clothing.  They 
have  but  few  fheep,  and  a  little  flax  ;  and  they  feem  to  be 
defirous  of  improving  in  both  thefe  articles.  Sheep  may  be 
multiplied  with  eafe,  if  the  woods  were  cleared,  efpecially  as 
there  are  no  wolves  in  that  neighbourhood. 

There  is  a  (ingle  inftance  of  a  woman,  who,  la  ft  year,  wove 
i6  yards  of  woollen  cloth  ;  and  by  the  increafe  of  her  fheep, 
expects,  the  prefent  year,  to  weave  double  the  number. 
We  made  particular  inquiry  for  her,  and  gave  her  our  hearty 
henediclion.  Her  name  is  Efther  ;  fhe  is  a  widow  of  40  years 
of  age,  has  feven  children,  and  an  infirm  After,,  who  depend 
on  her  for  maintenance.  The  fachem  Hendrick  Apaumut 
has  a  good  field  of  wheat,  Indian  corn,  potatoes,  and  grafs  ; 
and  we  had  the  pleafure  of  meeting  him  in  the  road,  driving 
his  ox-team.  The  fences  in  general  are  good,  and  the  land 
under  tolerable  cultivation,  in  New-Stockbridge.  One 
grand  reafon  of  this  will  appear  under  the  17th  query. 

At  Oneida  the  cafe  is  very  different,  the  reafons  of  which- 
will  be  {cen  in  our  anfwers  to  the  17th  and  19th  queries. 
There,  agriculture  is  in  its  infancy,  labour  being  performed 
almolt  wholly  by  the  women.  An  Oneida  chief  (John- 
Skanandogh  excepted)  would  think  himfelf  degraded  by 
driving  a  team,  or  guiding  a  plough.  Not  more  than  two' 
or  three  families  procure  a  fubfiftence  by  agriculture  ;  and 
thefe  have  little  encouragement  to  proceed  ;  becaufe  their 
neighbours  will  live  upon  them,  as  long  as  they  have  any 
thing  to  eat.  They  may  be  faid  to  procure  a  fubfiftence  r  by 
fijhing  and  fowling,  and  by  raifing  fome  corn  and  beans,  and 
potatoes,  by  the  labour  of  their  fquaws,  and  by  the  help  of 
what  money  they  receive,  hereafter  to  be  mentioned  ;  but 

what 
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what  fubfiftence  they  get  in  thefe,  and  all  other  ways,  would 
hardly  be  thought  decent  by  any  people  except  themfelves. 

The  Oneidas  affect  to  defpife  their  neighbours  of  Stock- 
bridge  and  Brotherton,  for  their  attention  to  agriculture  ; 
but  they  are  obliged  to  buy  their  corn  and  meat  of  them. 
We  favv  feveral  Oneida  women  bearing  burdens  of  corn  on 
their  backs,  which  they  had  been  thither  to  buy  ;  whilft 
their  hufbafrds  were  fmoaking  their  pipes  at  home. 

§>uery  13.  In  what  manner  is  the  money  granted  an- 
nually by  Congrefs,  to  eftablifh  and  encourage  hufbandry 
and  manufactures,  expended  ;  and  what  improvements  have 
been  made  ? 

Anfwer.  By  a  treaty  made  in  1794,  between  the  United 
States,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Six  Nations,  and  their  In- 
dian friends  refiding  with  them,  on  the  other  part,  it  was 
fripuiated,  that  "  the  fum  of  4500  dollars  mould  be  ex- 
pended annually,  and  forever,  in  purchafing  clothing,  do- 
meftic  animals,  implements  of  hufbandry,  and  other  utenfils, 
and  in  compenfating  ufeful  artificers  who  fhall  refide  among 
them,  and  be  employed  for  their  benefit."  This  allowance 
is  under  the  direction  of  a  fuperintendant,  and  is  not  dis- 
tributed for  any  private  purpofes.  It  is  apportioned  among 
them  according  to  their  numbers,  which  are  as  follows. 


Refiding  in  the 

Within  the  Britifh  lines. 

United  States. 

Thefe  receive  no  part  of  the  grant. 

Mohawks 
Oneidas 

628 

3OO 

Cayugas 

40 

460 

Onondagos 

450 

' 

Tufcaroras 

4OO 

Senekas 

1780 

Stockbridge 

3OO 

' 

Brotherton 

150 

3748  760 

The  firft  and  fecond  year's  peniion,  paid  to  the  Stock- 
bridge  Indians,  has  been  expended  in  building  a  faw  mill 
and  keeping  a  fchool.  The  next  year's  penfion  is  appro- 
priated to  the  erection  of  a  fmith's  fhop,  and  the  procuring 
of  a  workman,  with  tools  and  iron.  As  foon  as  they  can 
afford  it,  they  propofe  to  encourage,  by  premiums,  the  raif- 
ing  of  fheep  and  flax,  and  grain,  the  manufacture  of  linen 

and 
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and  woollen  cloth,  and  the  clearing  up  of  lands.  At  pref- 
ent,  the  fchool  is  intermitted.  Their  laft  fchool-mafter  was 
John  Quency,  one  of  their  own  fons,  who  received  an  edu- 
cation at  Orangedale  academy,  in  New-Jerfey,  near  Newark. 

The  Oneidas  have  received  their  fhare  of  the  allowance 
in  the  erection  of  a  faw  mill,  in  the  fupport  of  a  blackfmith, 
and  in  the  pure  haling  of  oxen  and  implements  of  hufbandry. 
It  is  alfo  in  contemplation  to  build  a  church  in  their  prin- 
cipal village. 

A  deputation  from  the  Society  of  Friends,  in  Pennfyl- 
vania,  has  been  fent,  the  prefent  fummer,  to  refide  with  the 
Indians  of  Oneida,  New-Stockbridge,  Sec.  and  affift  them 
in  hufbandry  and  the  mechanic  arrs.  We  met  thefe  gentle- 
men, and  had  a  friendly  converfation  with  them  ;  and  they 
gave  us  a  copy  of  their  commiflion. 

The  Stockbridge  Indians  have  received  fome  afliftance, 
with  regard  to  inftruments  of  hufbandry,  from  the  Society, 
eftablifhed  in  Maffachufetts,  for  propagating  the  Gofpel 
among  the  Indians  and  others  in  North-America. 

Query  1 4.  Whether  it  be  true,  as  hath  been  ftrongly  af- 
firmed to  the  Society,  that  the  arts  of  civilization  and  in- 
duftry, when  adopted  by  the  Indians,  have  fuch  an  unhappy 
effecl:  on  them,  that  few  of  them  long  furvive  ? 

Anfwer.  This  matter  muft  have  been  inaccurately  ftated, 
however  ftrongly  affirmed.  We  never  heard  of  any  Indians 
who  have  periftied,  or  fhortened  their  lives,  by  civilization 
and  induftry.  Very  few  have  even  made  the  experiment  ; 
and  with  regard  to  thofe  few,  no  fuch  effecl:  has  followed 
from  it.  There  are  at  this  time  above  1000  Indians,  pure 
and  mixed,  in  various  parts  of  Maffachufetts,  moft  of  whom 
have  attained  as  great  a  degree  of  civilization  and  induftry 
as  can  generally  be  expected  of  fuch  people  ;  and  thofe, 
who  are  fober  and  prudent,  live  as  long  as  others  in  the  fame 
circumftances.  The  Indians  of  New-Stockbridge  and 
Brotherton,  who  removed  from  feveral  parts  of  New-Eng- 
land a  few  years  ago,  afford  another  evidence,  that  the  affer- 
tion  made  to  the  Society  is  not  founded  in  fact.  There  is 
among  them  as  great  a  proportion  of  aged  perfons,  both 
male  and  female,  as  among  the  white  people.  Skanandogh, 
the  moft  induftrious  man  of  the  Oneidas,  is  between  60 
and  70  years  old,  and  his  wife  is  about  the  fame  age.  Had 
it  been  faid,  that  thofe  individuals,  upon  whom  the  heft  at- 
tempts 
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tempts  for  civilization  had  been  made,  have  proved  the  mod 
vicious  and  abandoned  ;  and  that  the  vices  acquired  by 
them,  in  confequence  of  a  prepofterous  mode  of  education, 
had  brought  them  to  an  untimely  end,  the  afTertion  might 
have  parted  uncontro verted.  There  have  been  inftances  of 
this  among  the  weftern  Indians  ;  but  with  refpect  to  thefe 
nations  in  general,  it  may  be.faid,  that  the  experiment  has 
never  been  made.  We  imagine  that  this  query  muft  have 
originated  from  a  report  of  the  almoft  total  extinction  of  the 
Natick  Indians,  who  were  in  the  lair,  century  fo  numerous 
as  to  be  the  objects  of  the  labours  of  the  venerable  Mr.  El- 
liot of  Roxbury.  He  tranflared  the  bible  into  their  lan- 
guage ;  which  then  was  underflood  by  other  tribes  within 
the  limits  of  New-England  ;  but  there  are  now  fo  few  In- 
dians who  underftand  that  language,  that  the  bible  which 
he  tranflated  is  become  almoft  ufelefs,  and  is  to  be  found 
only  in  fome  public  libraries,  or  private  cabinets,  as  a  curi- 
ofity.  It  is  true,  alfo,  that  the  remains  of  the  Natick  In- 
dians, whofe  reiidence  was  within  20  miles  of  Bofton,  and 
of  other  fmaller  tribes  who  underflood  the  fame  language, 
are  at  this  day  fo  blended  with  blacks  and  whites,  and  fo 
fcattered,  as  not  to  be  known  or  diftinguifhed  ;  but  that 
thefe  effects  have  refulted  from  their  civilization  and  induf- 
try,  is  an  afTertion  which  cannot  be  admitted.  An  idle  and 
defultory  mode  of  life  is  more  likely  to  have  been  the  caufe 
of  their  prefent  undiftinguifhable  fituation  ;  not  to  mention 
various  incidents,  in  the  courfe  of  Providence,  which  are 
not  under  the  control  of  human  power. 

Query  15.  Whether  confumptions,  and  other  diforders 
of  the  lungs,  are  more  prevalent  among  them  now,  than  in 
their  former  favage  irate  ?     If  fo, 

Query  16.  Whether  it  be  owing  to  intemperance,  or  to 
the  difufe  of  furs,  and  the  introduction  of  linen  and  cotton, 
for  clothing  ? 

Anfwer.  As  the  fubject  of  thefe  queries  is  matter  of  opin- 
ion only,  the  information  which  we  have  received  from  fome 
gentlemen  differs  from  that  of  others.  No  regular  accounts 
of  deaths  and  cafualties  have  been  kept,  and  therefore  no 
knowledge  can  be  had  from  the  beft  fource.  It  is  faid,  that 
the  intemperate  are  more  fubject  to  confumptions  than  the 
fober  ;  but  no  comparifon  can  be  made  between  their  pref- 
ent and  former  ftate,  by  which  the  greater  or  lefs  frequency 

of 
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of  thefe  complaints  can  be  afcertained.  A  phyfician,*  who 
has  refided  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Oneidas,  afferts, 
that  pulmonic  diforders  are  infrequent  among  them.  A- 
nother  gentleman,t  who  is  not  a  phyfician,  but  whofe  op- 
portunities for  obfervation  have  been  very  favourable,  is  of 
a  different  opinion,  and  afcribes  thefe  diforders  to  the  ex- 
tremes of  heat  and  cold,  to  which  they  fubjecl  themfelves 
in  their  paroxifms  of  ebriety.  Whiift  another  gentleman,^ 
of  great  refpectability,  who  has  been  frequently  converfant 
with  the  Indians  in  various  parts  of  this  continent,  is  of 
opinion,  that  their  tender  lungs  are  injured  by  a  want  of  free 
perfpiration,  owing  to  their  difufe  of  furs,  which  they  have, 
for  the  moft  part,  converted  into  articles  of  traffic,  rather 
than  clothing.  Amidft  this  diverfity,  we  mud  acknowledge, 
that  our  acquaintance  with  the  fubjecl:  is  not  fufficient  to 
enable  us  to  give  any  decided  opinion,  fupported  by  facts 
and  obfervations. 

Query  17.     Have  any  of  the  Indians  diftincl:  and  feparate 
property  in  lands  ? 

Anfwer.  Thofe  of  New-Stockbridge  and  Brotherton 
have  made  a  divilion  of  their  lands,  fo  that  each  one  holds 
his  landed  property  as  an  eftate  in  fee  fimple,  with  this  re- 
ftridtion,  that  it  (hall  never  be  fold  to  white  people.  This 
is  the  grand  reafon  of  their  fuperiority,  in  point  of  agricultural 
improvement,  to  their  brethren,  the  Oneidas,  Tufcaroras, 
Sec.  An  attempt  was  made  to  bring  the  Oneidas  into  the 
fame  regulation  ;  and  an  infirument  was  drawn  by  the  late 
fuperintendant,  General  Chapin,  and  figned  by  the  fachems, 
chiefs,  and  warriors  of  the  nation,  December  3,  1794;  by 
which  they  engaged,  ff  to  fet  apart  to  any  perfon  who  fliould 
require  it,  200  acres  of  land,  to  be  held  by  him  and  his  pof- 
terity,  with  power  to  fell  the  fame  to  any  perfon  of  the  O- 
ncida  nation,  but  not  to  any  of  the  white  people."  It  was 
alfo  agreed,  that  thefe  lots  of  land  <c  fhould  be  laid  out  in 
a  regular  form,  and  contiguous  to  each  other,  that  the  labour 
of  fencing  might  be  lefTened."  And  to  keep  this  engage- 
ment in  mind,  it  was  agreed,  that  it  fliould  be  "  read  once 
a  year  in  full  council." 

But  on  inquiry,  we  could  not  find  that  any  thing  had 
been  done  in  confequence  of  this  agreement.  They  allow 
any  ot  their  people  to  fence  and  cultivate  as  much  land  as 
they 
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they  pleafe,  and  to  take  off  the  crop  ;  but  the  land  is  the 
common  property  of  the  nation  j  and  if  one,  who  has  been 
at  the  pains  to  do  this,  fhould  have  more  corn  or  meat  than 
is  fufficient  for  his  own  ufe  in  the  winter  feafon,  they  will 
vifJ  him,  and  expect  to  he  fed  as  long  as  there  is  any  thing 
to  be  eaten.  This  is  a  great  difcouragement  to  thofe  who 
are  difpofed  to  be  induftrious,  of  whom  the  number  is  but 
fmall. 

§)iiery  18.  Are  any  of  them  under  the  guardianihip  of 
the  (late  of  New-York  ? 

Anfwer.  The  whole  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  afibci- 
ates,  who  refide  within  the  limits  of  the  ftate,  are  under  the 
guardianfhip  of  its  legiflature,  fo  far  as  that  they  are  not  aU 
lowed  to  fell  their  land  to  private  perfons,  but  to  the  ftate 
only  ;  and  no  contract  is  valid  unlets  confirmed  by  the  ftate 
legiflature.  They  have  no  reprefentation  in  the  legiflature  ; 
and  there  is  a  doubt  among  the  lawyers,  whether  the  penal 
laws  of  the  ftate  extend  to  them,  unlefs  in  cafes  where  both 
parties,  in  a  controverfy,  voluntarily  fubject  themfelves  to 
the  authority.  The  Brotherton  Indians  are  more  particu- 
larly under  the  guardianihip  of  the  ftate,  as  may  be  feen  by 
a  late  act  of  afTembly,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this 
report.    [Which  was  lent  to  Scotland.] 

Query  19.  What  fums  of  money,  or  quantities  of  goods, 
do  they  receive  from  the  ftate  ;  how  are  they  divided,  and 
what  ufe  do  the  Indians  make  of  them  ? 

Anfwer.  The  Stockbridge  Indians  receive  nothing  from 
the  ftate  of  New-York. 

The  Brotherton  Indians  receive  an  annuity  of  2160  dol- 
lars ;  which  fum  is  partly  appropriated  to  the  purpofe  of 
maintaining  a  fchool,  partly  to  the  payment  of  an  attorney 
to  tranfact  their  bufinefs,  and  the  remainder  to  be  applied 
to  their  benefit,  as  he  fhall  judge  proper. 

The  Oneidas  have,  for  feveral  years  pair,  received  600 
dollars,  annually,  as  a  confideration  for  the  lands  purchafed 
of  them  by  the  ftate  :  The  Cayugas  600,  and  the  Ononda- 
gos  400.  No  goods  have  been  given  to  them  by  the  ftate  ; 
but  the  Six  Nations  received  from  the  United  States  a  pref- 
ent  of  goods,  about  two  years  flnce,  as  a  compenfation  for 
their  lofTes  and  removals,  during  the  late  war,  which  were 
equally  divided  among  them,  according  to  their  numbers. 
The  amount  of  this  compenfation  was  10,000  dollars. 

By 
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By  an  act  of  the  legiflature  of  New- York,  patted  on  April 
I  ft,  of  the  prefent  year,  the  Oneidas  are  to  receive  of  the 
ftate,  an  annuity  of  3552  dollars,  in  cOnfequence  of  a  pur- 
chafe  of  lands  made  in  1795,  and  in  lieu  of  all  former  ftip- 
illations  :    The  Cayugas  2300,  and  the  Onondagos  2000. 

When  thefe  annuities  are  paid  to  the  Indians,  viz.  the 
Oneidas,  Cayugas,  and  Onondagos,  the  money  is  divided 
equally  to  every  perfon  in  each  nation.  This  renders- an 
exact  enumeration  neceifary  ;  and  if  a  child  happen  to  be 
born  but  one  hour  before  the  money  is  paid,  that  child  has 
an  equal  fhare  with  the  oldeft  fachem. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  Indians  to  keep  themfelves  fober 
during  the  time  that  they  are  receiving  and  dividing  this 
annuity.  But  when  they  have  got  their  feveral  (hares,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  in  each  family,  they  are  at  liberty  to 
difpofe  of  the  money  as  they  pleafe.  Thofe  who  are  pru-* 
dent  and  frugal,  expend  it  for  clothing  and  proviiions  5  thofe 
who  are  idle  and  intemperate,  gratify  their  appetites  to  ex- 
cefs  ;  and  the  whole  foon  gets  into  the  hands  of  the  traders 
in  the  neighbouring  towns,  or  thofe  who  refort  to  the  In- 
dian villages  with  goods,  wares  and  liquors,  about  the  time 
of  the  payment.  Some  of  the  Indians  even  anticipate  their 
fhares,  by  running  in  debt  to  thefe  traders. 

Thefe  annuities,  as  they  are  now  managed,  are  fuppofed 
to  operate  as  a  difcouragement  to  induflry.  For  as  long  as 
Indians  can  get  their  living  by  any  other  means ,  they  will  not 
work. 

Query  20.  Have  the  Indians  increafed  or  decreafed  in 
number  fince  the  eftablifhment  of  the  millions  ?  And 

Query  21.     If  decreafed,  what  are  the  caufes  ? 

Anfwer.  It  is  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  are  beft  acquainted 
with  them,  that  they  have  rather  increafed  ;  but  not  in  id 
great  a  proportion  as  the  white  people. 

About  three  years  fince,  forty  of  the  Oneidas  died  of  the 
dyfentery  ;  and  within  a  year  paft,  the  meafles  have  proved 
fatal  to  fome. 

We  recommended  to  the  miffionaries  to  keep  regular  ac- 
counts of  births,  deaths,  marriages,  emigrations  and  immi- 
grations, and  to  tranfmit  them  annually  to  the  fociety. 

Query  22.  Whether  the  attempts  to  civilize  the  Indians 
have  been  pushed  fo  rapidly,  as  not  to  give  them  time  to 
change  their  habits  ? . 

Anfzver. 
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Anfwer.  The  difference  between  the  favage  and  civilized 
modes  of  life  is  fo  great,  that  ir  is  impoflible  for  either  the 
body  or  the  mind  to  accommodate  itfelf  to  the  change  with 
any  great  degree  of  rapidity.  If,  therefore,  expectations  of 
a  fudden  change  have  been  excited,  they  muft  neceffariiy 
have  been  difappointed. 

Several  caufes  may  be  confidered  as  having  an  influence 
in  producing  the  difappointment  of  fanguine  expectations 
relative  to  the  civilization  of  the  favages.  Their  national 
prjde,  indolence,  and  improvidence  ;  their  tenacity  of  com- 
mon property  in  their  lands  ;  together  with  the  annuities, 
which  they  receive  from  the  ftate  of  New- York,  have  been 
already  mentioned.  Thefe  necefTarily  operate  as  hindrances 
to  their  civilization.  Let  it  alfo  be  confidered,  that  the  hu- 
man mind  is  naturally  averfe  to  control.  "  If,  under  the 
peculiar  advantages  which  we  enjoy,  from  education,  fcience, 
government,  and  experience,  we  find,  among  ourfelves,  a 
great  proportion  of  men,  who  are  loth  to  furrender  fo  many 
of  their  natural  rights,  as  are  neceffary  to  give  ftrength 
and  fafety  to  thofe  Which  are  retained,  we  cannot  be  fur- 
prifed,  that  the  favage  nations  mould  be  averfe  to  making 
a  furrender  of  their  prefent  cuftoms  and  manners,  and  fac- 
rificing  them  to  a  fyflem  with  which  they  are  in  a  great  de- 
gree unacquainted." 

<c  We  find,  by  obfervation,  how  hard  it  is  for  people  ad- 
vanced in  years  to  exchange  the  ideas  and  habits,  to  which 
they  have  long  been  accuftomed,  for  thofe  which  are  newr  ; 
and  even  when  they  are  convinced  that  the  exchange  will 
be  for  their  intereft  and  benefit,  it  requires  great  ftrength  of 
mind,  and  a  fpirit  of  enterprize,  which  does  not  fall  to  the  lot 
of  every  man,  to  enter  on  new  projects.  If  this  be  true  of 
people  who  have  had  the  greateft  advantages,  what  can  be 
expected  of  thofe  who  have  had  much  lefs,  and  whofe  pre- 
judices in  favour  of  ancient  cuftoms  and  manners  have  ac- 
quired ftrength,  in  proportion  to  their  want  of  light  and 
knowledge  ?" 

It  may  be  added,  that  fome  experiments  of  what  is  called 
civilization  and  a  polite  education,  which  have  been  made 
upon  individuals,  have  ferved  rather  to  difguft  the  Indians, 
and  retard  the  progrefs  of  improvement.  The  following 
picture,  however  highly  coloured,  may  yet  be  confidered  as 
drawn  from  the  life.  "  An  Indian  youth  has  been  taken 
E  [Volv.-\  from 
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from  his  friends,  and  conducted  to  a  new  people,  whofe 
modes  of  thinking  and  living,  whofe  pleafures  and  purfuits- 
are  totally  diflimilar  to  thofe  of  his  own  nation.     His  new 
friends  profefs  love  to  him,  and  a  defire  for  his  improvement 
in  human  and  divine  knowledge,  and  for  his  eternal  falva- 
tion  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  endeavour  to  make  him  fenfible 
of  his  inferiority  to  themfelves.     To  treat  him  as  an  equal 
would  mortify   their  own  pride,  and  degrade  themfelves  ia 
the  view  of  their  neighbours.     He  is  put  to  fchool ;  but  his 
fellow  ftudents  look  on  him  as  a  being  of  an  inferior  fpecies. 
He  acquires  fome  knowledge,  and   is  taught  fome  orna- 
mental, and  perhaps  ufeful  accomplifhments  ;  but  the  de- 
grading memorials  of  his  inferiority,  which  are  continually 
before  his  eyes,  remind  him  of  the  manners  and  habits  of 
his  own  country,  where  he  was  once  free  and  equal  to  his 
afTociates.     He  fighs  to  return  to  his  friends  ;  but  there  he 
meets  with  the  moft  bitter  mortification.     He  is  neither  a 
white  man  nor  an  Indian  ;  as  he  had  no  character  with  us, 
he  has  none  with  them.     If  he  has  ftrength  of  mind  fuffi- 
cient  to  renounce  all  his  acquirements,  and  refume  the  fav- 
age  life  and  manners,  he  may  poflibly  be  again  received  by 
his  countrymen  ;  but  the  greater  probability  is,  that  he  will 
take  refuge  from  their  contempt  in  the  inebriating  draught ; 
and  when  this  becomes  habitual,  he  will  be  guarded  from  no 
vice,  and  fecure  from  no  crime.     His  downward  progrefs 
will  be  rapid,  and  his  death  premature."     Such  has  been 
the  fate  of  feveral  Indians  who  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
■enjoying  an  Englifh  or  a  French  education,  and  have  re- 
turned to  their  native  country.     Such  perfons  muft  either 
entirely  renounce  their  acquired  habits,  and  refume  the  fav- 
age  life  ;  or,  if  they  live  among  their  countymen,  they  muft 
be  defpifed,  and  their  death  will  be  unlamented. 

§{uery  23.  Is  any  diftinction  to  be  made  between  the 
Indians  who  removed  from  Stockbridge,  and  other  parts  of 
New-England,  to  the  Oneida  country,  and  the  Oneidas 
themfelves  ? 

Anfwer.  .It  muft  appear,  from  the  foregoing  obfervations, 
that  the  former  are  in  an  improveable  ftate,  with  refpect  to 
hufbandry  and  other  branches  of  civilization,  though  there 
are  vices  and  defects  among  them  which  need  correction  ; 
but  the  latter,  though  they  afreet  a  fuperiority  of  character 
as  native  lords  of  the  foil,  appear  more  corrupt  and  de- 
graded 
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graded  than  the  former.  Once,  we  coveted  their  friend  fin"  p, 
either  from  fear  or  policy  ;  but  neither  of  thefe  motives  can 
now  have  any  influence  ;  they  are  rather  objects  of  pity. 
They  might  indeed  become  refpectable,  and  enjoy  that  in- 
dependence of  character,  which  belongs  to  good  hufbandry. 
They  have  a  large  tract  of  the  moft  excellent  land,  extremely 
well  lituated  with  refpect  to  lakes  and  ftreams  of  water, 
which  form  an  eafy  tranfportation  for  the  productions  of 
the  earth  to  good  markets  ;  but  they  are  infenflble  of  thefe 
advantages,  and  attached  to  their  ancient  habits,  which  are 
now  become  impracticable.  They  mult  lay  afide  the  char- 
acter of  hunters,  becaufe  their  game  is  gone,  and  its  haunts 
are  rendered  infinitely  more  valuable  by  cultivation.  They 
cannot  be  warriors,  becaufe  they  have  no  enemies  to  contend 
with.  If,  therefore,  they  continue  to  defpife  hufbandry,  the 
only  remaining  fource  of  opulence  and  independence,  they 
muft  either  retire  to  fome  diftant  region  of  the  American 
foreft,  or  live  as  fpendthrifts  on  the  price  of  their  lands  ;  or 
become  ftrollers  and  beggars  ;  till,  like  their  brethren  of  Na- 
tick,  they  fhall  ceafe  to  have  any  political  exiftence  among 
mankind. 

§{uery  24.  What  is  the  prefent  flate  of  the  Oneida  or 
Hamilton  Academy,  which  has  been  reprefented  as  <c  the 
3aft  effort  to  be  made,  together  with  agriculture  and  the 
gradual  introduction  of  the  civil  arts,  for  the  national  hap- 
pinefs  and  profperity  of  the  Indians"  ? 

Anfwer.  The  fituation  of  Hamilton  Academy  is  on  the 
eaftern  fide  of  a  commanding  eminence,  half  a  mile  from 
the  houfe  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  and  about  eleven  miles 
eaftward  of  the  neareft  Indian  villages.  The  building  is 
82  feet  long,  44  wide,  and  3  ftories  high.  It  is,  at  prefent, 
a  frame,  partly  covered,  and  the  work  is  fufpended.  The 
following  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Regents  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  New- York  will  give  a  true  idea  of  its  prefent  cir- 
cumftances.  (Vide  Journal  of  the  Senate  of  New-York, 
March  2,  1796,  page  14.) 

tf  The  truft ees  of  the  Academy  of  Hamilton  Oneida,  in 
the  county  of  Herkemer,  have  erected  the  frame  of  a  build- 
ing for  an  academy,  which  will  require  a  confiderable  fum 
of  money  to  complete.  There  is  a  fmall  fchool-room,  half 
a  mile  from  the  academy,  in  which  fcholars  have  formerly 
been  taught ;  but  no  teacher  has  been  employed,  nor  fchool 
kept,  fince  September,  1794."  "The 
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"  The  funds  for  an  inftitution  here  confift  of  425  acres 
of  land,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  academy,  chiefly  un- 
cultivated, and  400  dollars  on  a  fubfeription  not  collected." 

"  An  incumbrance  of  1000  dollars  has  been  laid  on  the 
land  by  the  tru frees,  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  the  frame  of 
the  building.  It  was  judged,  by  the  vifiting  committee,  to 
be  inexpedient  to  apply  any  part  of  the  money  ajigned  to  this 
academy." 

On  inquiry,  we  found  that  the  whole  of  the  425  acres  of 
land  had  been  mortgaged  for  1000  dollars  ;  and  that  by 
*)  money  ajjigned"  was  intended,  money  afligned  to  the  gen- 
cral  purpofe  of  education,  by  the  legiflature  of  the  Hate  of 
New- York,  which  amounts  to  53,700  dollars."* 

*  Extract  from  a  report  of  the  Regents  of  the  univerfity, 
March  6,  1797. 

From  the  New- Tor k  Herald >  April  19,  1797. 
"  Hamilton  Oneida  Academy  is  in  a  worfe  fituation  than 
it  was  the  preceding  year.  The  building  is  covered,  but 
there  is  no  profpect  it  will  be  further  completed  ;  the  funds  I 
being  wholly  expended,  and  the  property  already  taken  in  I 
execution  to  fatisfy  debts  ftill  due. 

"  Signed y  ,        John  Jay,  Chancellor. 

David  S.  Jones,  ^'ry"» 

Historical  and  characteristic  traits  of  the  Amer-J 
ican  Indians  in  general,  and  those  of  Natick  in 

PARTICULAR;     IN    A    LETTER    FROM    THE    Rev.    STEPHEN  || 

Badger,  of  Natick,  to  the  Corresponding  Secre-    I 

TARY. 

N.  B.     This  letter  was  written  in  anfwer  to  the  following  queries, 
addrefTed  to  Mr.   Badger,  in  confequence  of  the   14th  query   of  the 
Scots  commiflioners  ;  which  was  fummarily  anfwered  in  the  report  of  ] 
their  committee. 

1.  TTOW  many  miffionaries  have  been  employed  fince 

XJL   Mr.  Elliot,  in  Natick  ?  their  names,  and  the  dates 

of  their  entrance  and  exit  •  and  by  what  means -fupported  ? 

2.  Can  you,  from  any  memorials  in  your  poffeflion,  af- 
certain  the  number  of  the  Natick  Indians  at  any  periods,  fo 
as  to  give  fome  account  of  the  gradual  decreafe  of  them  ? 

3.  By  what  caufes  has  the  decreafe  been  effected  ?  and 

(if 
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(  if  poffible  to  be  diftinguifhed)  in  what  proportion  is  the 
decreafe  to  be  afcribed  to  each  particular  caufe  ? 

4.  What  proportion  of  the  Indians  of  Natick,  at  any 
period,  have  been  exemplary  for  induftry,  and  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  lands,  or  to  mechanic  employments  ? 

5.  What  proportion  of  them,  at  any  period,  have  been 
remarkable  for  the  influence  of  gofpel  principles  on  their 
minds  and  morals  ? 

6.  Have  there  been  any  inftances  of  longevity  ;  or  can 
it  be  afcertained  at  what  average  of  years  deaths  have  com- 
monly taken  place  among  them  ? 

7.  Are  there  any  now  living  of  the  Natick  tribe,  either 
refident  there,  or  emigrated  ?  and  if  fo,  have  they  any 
knowledge  of  the  language  into  which  the  bible  was  trans- 
lated ? 

Reverend  Sir, 

YOUR  letter  of  the  20th  of  May  has  been  re- 
ceived. Had  the  queries  contained  in  it  been  propofed  to 
me  at  an  earlier  part  of  my  relidence  in  this  place,  1  mould 
have  been  much  better  able  to  give  a  fatisfactory  anfwer  to 
fome  of  them,  than  I  am  at  fo  late  a  period  ;  it  being 
now  the  forty-fifth  year  of  my  (rated  miniftry  here.  I  have 
not  any  printed  materials,  from  which  I  can  collect  any  in- 
formation, on  the  fubject  of  your  letter  ;  and  have  no  other 
manufcripts  than  the  church  records  ;  which  originated 
with  my  immediate  predeceflbr  ;  and  which  have  been  con- 
tinued by  myfelf  to  the  prefent  time  ;  as  alfo  the  records  of 
the  town,  and  the  records  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the 
foil  ;  all  of  whom  were  Indians  ;  but  neither  of  thefe  rec- 
ords contain  any  certain  and  conclufive  documents,  relating- 
to  their  number  or  dare,  at  any  particular  period.  Neither 
from  the  number  of  thofe  of  them  that  have  been  admitted 
to  a  chriftian  profeilion,  and  that  have  been  baptized,  in- 
cluding adults,  minors  and  infants  ;  nor  from  the  bills  of 
mortality  that  have  been  recorded,  can  any  accurate  account 
he  derived,  as  they  are  all  imperfect  and  deficient,  and  fome 
of  them  very  irregular  ;  and  as  none  of  them  were  defigned 
to  give  any  enumeration  of  them,  or  any  direct  and  general 
information  concerning  them.  Although  I  have  fcarcely 
any  turn  for  hiftorical  refearches  and  inquiries,  yet  fince  my 
connexion  with  the  Indians  commenced,  I  have  not  been 
without  fome  degree  of  curiofity  relating  to  them.     This, 

in 
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in  times  paft,  when  they  were  more  numerous,  and  when 
there  were  a  confiderable  number  of  aged  perfons  living, 
both  among  the  Englifh  and  Indians,  led  me  to  make  fome 
inquiries  and  obfervations  concerning  them,  as  occafions 
were  offered  ;  but  as  I  had  not  any  expectations,  or  even  ap- 
prehenfions,  that  they  would  be  of  any  ufe  to  others,  and  did 
not  think  of  committing  any  of  them  to  writing,  the  unre- 
tentivenefs  of  my  memory,  in  addition  to  the  many  fcenes 
of  difficulty  which  I  have  had  to  pafs  through,  both  before, 
and  efpecially  fince  the  commencement  of  the  political  revo- 
lutions of  our  country,  in  a  great  meafure  prevent  my  recol- 
lection of  many  of  them.  Such,  however,  as  I  can  call  to 
mind,  and  fuch  obfervations  as  I  may  at  this  time  make, 
and  fuch  of  the  caufes  of  their  paft  and  prefent  ftate,  as  can 
be  rationally  investigated  and  afligned  by  me,  and  which 
may  have  any  tendency  to  elucidate  the  fubject  of  your  let- 
ter, (hall  be  freely  communicated  to  you. 

That  the  number  of  Indians  in  this  place,  as  well  as  oth- 
ers, efpecially  where  the  white  people  have  been  either  in- 
termixed with  them,  or  have  been  fettled  in  their  vicinity, 
has  been  diminifhed  from  time  to  time,  and  is  now  greatly 
leffened,  is  well  known,  and  cannot  be  difputed.  This  dim- 
inution, I  apprehend,  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  originating 
in,  or  confined  to,  any  one  fingle  caufe  ;  but  as  arifing  from 
a  concurrence  and  co-operation  of  feveral.  Which  of  them 
has  been  the  moft  predominant  one,  I  (hall  leave  to  others 
to  determine. 

That  it  is  wholly,  or  chiefly,  the  effect  of  a  limited  and 
lefs  refined  civilization,  of  regular  induftry,  and  of  chriftian- 
ity,  either  fimpiy  or  feparately,  or  collectively  confidered,  I 
think  cannot  rationally  be  admitted  ;  becaufe  the  moft  ob- 
vious and  direct  tendency  of  each  of  thefe,  more  efpecially 
of  the  two  laft,  is,  to  promote  health  and  morals,  and  con- 
fequently  to  bring  on  that  longevity  of  which  Indians  gen- 
erally fall  fhort.  Other  caufes  are  therefore  to  be  fought 
for,  by  which  to  account  for  this  ftrange  and  melancholly 
e fleet.  It  may  not  therefore  be  improper  to  obferve,  that 
while  the  white  people  in  America,  either  by  defcent  or  by 
emigration  from  the  different  nations  of  Europe,  have  in- 
creafed  in  population,  and  been  otherwife  profpered,  even  at 
thofe  times  in  which  they  had  great  difficulties  to  encounter 
and  overcome,  the  Indians,  at  the  fame  time,  and  when  un- 
der 
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der  every  advantage  and  excitement  that  are  fuppofed  to 
arife  from  regular  habits  of  induftry,  melioration  of  manners, 
an  affbciated  ftate  fomewhat  fimilar  to  that  of  Europeans, 
and  from  the  means  of  religion,  have,  notwithstanding, 
dwindled,  become  wretched,  and  in  fome  places  are  almoft 
extinct.  But  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  the  white  people, 
under  the  juft  mentioned  circumitances,  inftead  of  having 
had  to  alter,  and  even  to  fet  afide  that  mode  of  life,  and 
that  regular  and  ftated  courfe  of  induftry  to  which  they  had 
been  early  accuftomed,  had  only,  and  that  without  any  dif- 
ficulty, to  continue  and  make  additional  improvements  in 
I  them  ;  and  alfo,  that  inftead  of  having  to  give  up  thofe  re- 
|  ligious  principles,  and  forfaking  thofe  religious  rites,  cuf- 
1  toms,  and  practices,  to  the  belief  and  habits  of  which  they 
I  had  been  very  early,  very  gradually,  and  imperceptibly  in- 
troduced, even  from  their  infancy,  by  tradition,  and,  by  the 
inftructions,  influence  and  examples  of  their  progenitors,  had 
been  more  and  more  eftablifhed  and  confirmed  in  them  ; 
the  Indians,  inftead  of  all  this,  have  been  called  upon,,  and 
have  had  it  prefTed  upon  them,  by  the  inculcation  of  the 
arts  of  civilization,  (which  perhaps  have  been  too  much  re- 
fined, at  leaft  at  firft,  for  nature  in  its  rude  and  unpolifhed 
ftate),  by  a  regular  and  uniform  attention  to  the  practice  of 
induftry,  and  efpecially  by  the  inforcement  of  the  felf-deny- 
ing  principles  and  precepts  of  chriftianity,  and  the  future 
and  diftant  profpects  which  it  held  up  to  them.  By  all 
thefe  united,  I  fay,  they  have  been  urged  to  an  almoft  total 
change  of  their  old  cuftoms  and  manners,  to  fubftitute  oth- 
ers in  their  ftead,  fome  of  which  are  directly  oppofite  to 
their  ancient  ufages  ;  to  put  a  greater  force  upon  nature 
than  they  could  eafily,  and  at  once,  give  into  ;  to  oppofe 
and  give  up  what  they  had  always  before  been  habituated 
to,  and  had  had  a  veneration  for  ;  and  even  to  fet  afide  thofe 
fuperftitious  rites,  in  the  zealous  performance  of  which, 
what  religion  they  had,  exclufive  of  the  religion  or  law  of 
nature,  very  much  confifted,  and  of  which  they  were  not  a 
little  fond  and  tenacious.  Thefe  things,  fo  far  as  they  em- 
braced and  conformed  to  them,  have  had  a  correfponding 
tendency  and  effect,  and  have  been  not  a  little  unfavorable 
o  their  health  and  constitution,  and  of  courfe  had  a  ten- 
dency to  fhorten  their  lives. 

It  may  not  be  improper  further  to  obferve,  that  where 

the 
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the  principles  of  the  gofpel,  the  habits  of  induffry,  and  a 
regular  mode  of  life,  have  had  to  counteract,  and  to  com- 
bat, the  principles  and  habits  of  indolence  and  lazinefs, 
roughnefs  and  ferocity  of  manners,  and  an  irregular  and  im- 
provident difpofition  and  practice,  the  druggie,  which  has 
been  occasioned  by  them,  mud  have  been  very  great,  and 
confequently  not  a  little  unfavorable,  efpecially  at  firfr,  to 
natural  constitution,  to  health  and  long  life. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved  and  considered,  that  there  is  a 
-wide  and  important  difference  between  the  Indian  natives 
of  America,  and  the  emigrants  from  Europe,  and  thofe  that 
have  been  defcended  from  them,  with  regard  to  religion  in 
other  refpeds.  When  Christianity  was  first  promulgated  by 
the  divine  million  of  its  author,  and  by  thofe  that  were  com- 
miflioned  and  fent  by  him  for  the  fame  purpofe,  both  be- 
fore and  after  his  refurrection  ;  the  principles  and  doctrines, 
the  institutions  and  precepts  which  were  taught  and  enjoined 
by  them,  in  addition  to  the  reafonablenefs  of  them,  and  to 
the  fulfilment  of  ancient  prophecy,  were  authenticated  and 
fupported  by  a  feries  of  miraculous  operations  and  events. 
A  record  of  thefe  has  been  handed  down  to  fucceeding  ages, 
through  the  feveral  periods  of  the  christian  church  ;  by 
which,  mod  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  that  nation,  in 
particular,  from  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States 
principally  originated,  have  preferved,  and  continued  in  the 
poiTeflion  of  it.  They  were  generally  instructed  in  its  prin- 
ciples from  their  infancy,  unoppofed  by  the  principles,  influ- 
ence and  examples  of  thofe  who  had  not  embraced  it,  or 
whofe  principles  were  different  from  it ;  the  knowledge  and 
belief  of  it  grew  up  with  them  ;  they  received  it  as  a  reve-| 
lation  from  heaven  ;  the  public  worfhip  and  inftitutions  of^ 
it  were  eftablifhed,  and  statedly  attended  upon  ;  and  it  had1 
the  fanction  not  only  of  civil  government,  but  of  parental1 
authority  and  example  ;  fo  that  an  early  prepoffeffion  in  fav-| 
our  of  its  belief  generally  took  place  among  them. 

This  is  very  far  from  having  been  the  cafe  with  the  orig- 
inal natives  of  this  land.  Chriftianity  was  propofed  to 
them,  after  the  principles  and  habits  of  fuperftition  and 
idolatry  were  eftablifhed,  and  even  deeply  rooted  in  their 
minds  ;  they  had  no  tradition,  either  oral  or  written,  from 
their  ancestors,  to  found  a  belief  of  it  upon  ;  and  as  thofe 
miraculous  operations  and  effects,  by  means  of  which  i 

gaine 
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gained  credit,  and  was  eftablifhed  at  firft,  had  ceafed,  it 
could  not  rationally  have  been  expeded,  that  it  fhould  ob- 
tain fuch  a  cordial  and  eafy  credit  and  reception  with  them 
as  it  had  done  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world  which  were  the 
theatre  of  its  firff.  appearance  and  promulgation.  If  I  mif- 
take  not,  it  has  been  the  opinion  of  a  writer  of  no  inferior 
character,  both  for  literature  and  critical  knowledge  and  in- 
quiry, that  as  the  continent  of  America,  for  unknown  ages, 
had  been  detached  from  the  other  quarters  of  the  globe,  if 
there  ever  was  a  territorial  connexion  and  communication 
between  them,  previous  to  the  time  of  its  difcovery  by  Co- 
lumbus ;  whenever  chriftianiry,  in  its  Simplicity  and  efficacy, 
fhall  take  place  in  the  regions  of  America,  and  among  the 
aboriginal  natives  of  it,  and  its  doctrines  and  institutions 
fhall  be  received  and  adopted,  unadulterated  by  human 
fchemes  and  fy  (terns  of  theology,  and  unenforced  by  ecclefi- 
aftical  domination,  fome  more  extraordinary  means  than 
have  yet  been  made  ufe  of,  even  thofe  that  are  miraculous, 
will  be  necefTary  ;  and  accordingly  that  fuch  will  be  em- 
ployed, by  divine  providence,  in  order  to  its  being  embraced 
by  them.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  evident,  beyond  contra- 
diction, that  the  fuccefs  of  the  millions  among  them  has 
been  very  fmall ;  and  that  where  there  have  been  ftrong  and 
promifing  appearances  of  the  genuine  influence  and  effeds 
of  it,  they  have  been  far  from  durable  ;  and  they  have 
generally,  and  in  a  great  meafure,  returned  to  their  old  cuf- 
toms  and  habits  of  indolence  and  improvidence,  of  intem- 
perance and  irreligion.  This  has  unquestionably  been  the 
cafe  with  individuals,  and  I  believe  in  a  great  meafure  fo 
with  refped  to  whole  tribes  of  them.  There  are  other 
caufes  to  which  the  effeds,  exprefTed  and  implied  in  the  So- 
ciety's queries,  may  be  attributed,  without  having  recourfe 
to  thofe  of  civilization  of  manners,  induftry  in  bulinefs,  and 
the  principles,  inftitutions,  and  precepts  of  chriftianity,  es- 
pecially the  two  lad  ;  the  obvious  tendency  of  which  is 
mod  certainly  altogether  the  reverfe  of  what  has  been  inti- 
mated and  ftated  to  the  Society,  from  whatever  quarter,  and 
from  whatever  even  refpedable  authority  it  may  have  had 
its  rife  ;  for  though  thefe  effeds  may  be,  and  undoubtedly 
have  been,  the  frequent,  if  not  the  conftant  concomitants 
of  thofe  meafures  that  have  been  made  ufe  of  to  chriftianize 
the  Indians;  yet  it  is  very  unlogical  and  inconclusive  to 
F  [W.v.]  infer 
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infer  that  they  have  been  derived  from,  and  produced  by 
them,  efpecially  when  fuch  as  have  been  intimated  above, 
and  others  that  may  be  mentioned,  may  be  affigned  as  the 
much  more  probable,  if  not  the  certain  fources  of  them  ; 
for,  to  proceed,  to  whatever  caufe  it  may  be  affigned,  it  is 
evident,  that  they  are  generally  confidered  by  white  people, 
and  placed,  as  if  by  common  confenr,  in  an  inferiour  and 
degraded  iituarion,  and  treated  accordingly.  Of  this  they 
themfelves  feern  to  be  not  a  little  fenfible.  This  finks  and 
cramps  their  fpirits,  and  prevents  thofe  manly  exertions 
which  an  equal  rank  with  others  has  a  tendency  to  call  forth. 
If  they  have  landed  property,  as  has  generally  been  the  cafe, 
and  are  intermixed  with  white  people  ;  or  if  thefe  lall  are 
fettled  near  their  borders,  to  fay  the  lead:,  they  have  been 
under  temptations  to  encourage  their  Indiao  neighbours  if* 
idlenefs,  intemperance,  and  needlefs  expenfes,  and  thereby 
to  involve  them  in  debt  for  the  fake  of  preparing  the  way 
for  the  fale  and  purchafe  of  their  lands,  which,  it  is  proba- 
ble, under  fuch  circumftances,  have  generally  been  fold  at  a 
very  low  rate,  in  order  to  have  their  debts  difcharged  ;  and 
the  game,  undoubtedly  from  the  fame  motives,  may  have 
been  continued  and  repeated,  by  which  they  have  been  im- 
poverifhed  and  difheartened.  Whether  this  has  been  the 
cafe  in  this  place  or  not,  k  cannot  be  denied,  that,  near  a 
hundred  years  ago,  they  were  the  exclufive  proprietors  of 
this  plantation,  which  I  fuppofe  then  contained  about  eight 
or  nine  thoufand  acres  ;  but,  at  this  time,,  the  remnant 
of  them,  I  conjecture,  and  not  without  reafon,  are  not  own- 
ers of  half  fo  many  hundreds,  and  I  believe  not  fo  much 
as  that.  At  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  they  were 
in  a  (late  of  civil  fociety,  and  were  embodied  into  a  military 
corps  ;  they  made  choice  of  town  officers,  and  fome  of  them 
were  invefted  with  military  titles  ;  and  though  it  does  not 
appear  that  they  had  either  civil  or  military  commiilions, 
yet  they  had  the  countenance  and  fupport  ot  the  chief  ma- 
gift  rate,  and  of  other  perfons  of  rank  and  influence.  They 
then  held  up  their  heads  ;  confidered  themfelves  of  fome 
importance,  and  were  for  fome  time  ftimulated  to  continue 
both  in  the  profeflion  of  the  chriftian  religion,  which  they 
had  embraced,  and  in  fome  meafure  to  conform  to  the  man- 
ners of  their  Englifh  neighbours  ;  but  their  examples  of 
irregularities  and  excefTes  had  (it  is  to  be  apprehended)  too 

great. 
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great,  and  even  a  predominant  effect  upon  then).  This,  in 
conjun&ion  with  that  ftrange  propensity,  in  their  conftitu- 
tions,  to  excefs,  brought  them  into  fome  degree  of  difrepure  ; 
their  military  parades  were  too  often  followed  with  drinking 
Ifrolicks,  until  at  length  they  were  difcontinued  ;  and  as  the 
Englifh  were,  from  time  to  time,  gaining  fettlements  among 
them,  by  the  purchafe  of  their  lands,  they  were  joined 
with  them  by  votes  of  the  propriety  in  the  adminiftrai.-on 
of  their  prudential  affairs  ;  and  at  one  of  thejr  meetings 
they  made  choice  of  one  of  their  number,  in  conjunction 
with  one  of  the  Englifh  fettlers,to  read  the  pfalm  in  public. 
After  this,  fome  Englifh,  from  neighbouring  towns,  fome  of 
whom,  through  indolence  and  excefs,  had  neglected  the  cul- 
tivation of  their  own  farms,  and  were  neceffitated  to  fell, 
purchafed  final!  traces  of  the  Indians,  and  became  fettlers, 
and,  by  degrees,  obtained  pofTeflion  of  more  ;  the  Indians 
were  difpirited,  and  adopted  fome  of  the  vicious  manners 
of  which  they  had  too  many  examples  before  their  eyes  ; 
became  more  indolent  and  remifs  in  their  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  their  lands,  to  which  they  had  before  been 
encouraged,  and  in  fome  degree  loft  their  credit  ;  their 
civil  and  military  privileges  were  gradually  lefTened,  and 
finally  and  excluiively  transferred  to  the  Englifh  inhabitants, 
who  were  become  more  numerous,  and  fome  of  whom,  it  is 
to  be  apprehended,  took  every  advantage  of  them  that  they 
could,  under  colour  of  legal  authority,  and  without  incurring 
its  cenfure,  to  dimearten  and  deprefs  them.  Under  thefe 
circumftances,  thofe  habits  which  have  axhrect  tendency  to 
beget  and  promote  bad  morals,  to  injure  health  and  to 
fhorten  life,  were  undoubtedly  freely  indulged,  and  the  effects 
were  anfwerable  to  this,  in  conjunction  with  other  caufes. 
Indians  are  alfo  flrangely  difpofed  and  addicted  to 
wander  from  place  to  place,  and  to  make  excurfions  into  va- 
rious parts  of  the  country,  and  fometimes  at  no  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  their  proper  homes,  without  any  thing  on  hand 
for  their  fuppprt  in  their  perambulations  ;  for  this,  they  de- 
pend, with  unanxious  concern,  upon  the  charity  and  com- 
panion of  others.  Some  of  them,  after  an  abfence  of  near 
twenty  years,  have  returned  to  their  native  home.  The 
moft  trifling  and  uninterefting  caufes  have  been  afligned, 
by  fome  of  them,  for  their  travelling  thirty,  forty,  fifty 
miles,  and  more  ;  and  this  fometimes  in  the  moft  unfa- 
vourable 
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vourable  feafons  of  the  year,  and  in  very  bad  weather.  They 
have  not  unfrequently  taken  infant  and  other  children  with 
them  in  their  journeys,  which  they  generally  perform  very 
leifurely  ;  many  times  take  fhelter  in  barns,  and  in  fome 
old,    impaired,  and  uninhabited  building,  and   fometimes 
fleep  on  the  ground,  and  in  the  open  air,  without  fufficient 
covering.     While  in  this  vagrant  flate,  they  fcarcely  ever 
have  any  regular  meals,  and  hardly  any  that  has  been  re- 
cently prepared  for  the  ftated  repair,  of  the  families,  into  the 
houfes  of  which  they  feem  to  think  they  have  fome  kind  of 
right  to  enter,  as  their  forefathers  were  the  original  propri- 
etors and  pofTeffors  of  the  land.     They  are  generally  not 
very  well  furnifhed  with  clothing  ;  moil  of  what  they  have, 
they  beg,  or  purchafe,  with  a  little  temporary  labour,  by  the 
way  ;  and  what  they  thus  procure  is  not  very  comfortable 
or  durable.     A  cup  of  fuch  drink  as  it  is  known  they  are 
not  a  little  fond  of,  is  more  eafily  handed  to  them,  and  with 
lefs  expenfe  of  time  and  trouble  to  thofe  that  give  it,  and 
by  which  they  fooncr  get  rid  of  them,  than  a  meal  of  vic-i 
tuals  ;  and  therefore  the  latter  is  not  fo  often  offered  to 
them  as  the  former  ;  and  though  a  firft  draught,  under  fome 
circumttances,  may  be  proper,  efpecially  when  thirfty,  wet, 
and  weary  ;  yet  their  unhappinefs  is,  that  it  leads  to  a  fec- 
ond,  and  that  to  a  third,  and  fo  on,  as  they  pafs  from  houfe 
to  houfe,  until  fome  of  them  get  quite  overcharged  ;  this  I 
have  fcarce  ever  known  to  have  been  the  cafe  when  they 
have  been  at  home,  and  had  accefs  to  food  as  they  wanted 
it,  and  when  they  have  been  employed  in  fuch  bufinefs  as 
ufually  takes  up  their  time  in  their  own  houfes.     This  wan- 
dering and  irregular  practice,  efpecially  when  applicable  to 
the  females,  not  only  expofes  their  virtue  and  their  morals, 
but  it  is  a  great  injury  to  their  own  health,  and  ro  that  of 
their  children  that  accompany  them,  and  lays  a  foundation 
jfor  confumptive  ficknefs,  which  has  generally  (exclufive  of 
accidental  caufes)  been  the  means  of  their  death.     To  thefe 
caufes  may  be  added,  their  males  engaging  in  military  fer- 
vice,  to  which  they  have  been  very  eafily  enticed. 

During  feveral  of  the  firft  years  of  my  rniniftry  and  refi- 
dence  among  chem,  I  joined  more  Indians  in  marriage,  and 
baptized  more  of  them,  than  of  the  Englifh  inhabitants  ; 
after  which,  military  expeditions  at  different  periods,  and  in 
different  directions,  were  fet  on  foot  ;  and  in  the  feveral 
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wars  that  took  place,  between  1754  and  1760,  many  of  them 
engaged  in  the  fervice  ;  not  a  fmall  number  died  while  in 
it  ;  others  returned  home,  and  brought  contagious  ficknefs 
with  them  ;  it  fpread  very  fall,  and  carried  off  fome  whole 
families.  This  was  in  1759.  In  the  fpace  of  about  three 
months,  more  than  twenty  of  them  died,  all  of  the  fame  dif- 
order,  which  was  a  putrid  fever  ;  it  carried  them  of  in  a  few 
days.  But  two  of  thofe,  to  whom  the  diforder  was  commu- 
nicated, recovered  ;  they  were  both  young  women.  Though 
their  Englifh  neighbours  were  not  backward  in  affording 
fuch  affiftance  as  the  Indians  flood  in  need  of,  at  this  time 
of  general  calamity,  yet  but  one  of  them  received  the  infec- 
tion, and  to  that  perfon  it  proved  mortal.  There  was  a 
time  of  ficknefs  and  of  great  mortality  in  this  place,  and  in 
feveral  neighbouring  towns,  a  few  years  before,  when  but 
one  Indian  inhabitant  fickened  and  died  of  the  fame  fever 
that  proved  fatal  to  many  others. 

Thefe  fads  feem  to  prove,  that  there  is  a  diffimilarity  be- 
tween the  natural  constitutions  of  the  Englifh  and  Indians. 
In  what  that  difference  confifts,  it  may  be  difficult  to  decide ; 
or  if  the  events,  juft  now  mentioned,  originated  from  acci- 
dental caufes,  it  may  be  difficult  to  determine  what  thofe 
caufes  were  :  perhaps  thefe  different  effects  may  proceed 
from  different  modes  of  living,  as  to  diet,  habitations,  and 
general  habits  and  conduct  ;  or  they  may  be  derived  from 
fome  only,  or  from  all  thefe  caufes  united. 

The  general  difpofition  and  manners  of  Indians  are  fo 
diftinguiihingly  charadteriftic,  that  a  very  worthy  Indian,  of 
good  underftanding,  who  was  a  deacon  of  the  church  in  this 
place,  and  an  ornament  to  the  chriftian  fociety  for  many 
years,  and  who,  from  the  firft  of  his  making  a  chriftian  pro- 
feffion  to  the  end  of  his  life,  was  an  example  of  ferioufnefs 
and  temperance,  of  a  regular  converfation,  and  a  conftant, 
grave,  and  devout  attendant  on  the  public  inftitutions  of 
religion,  upon  being  afked  how  it  was  to  be  accounted  for, 
that  thofe  Indians,  when  youths,  and  were  put  into  Englifh 
families,  chiefly  in  other  towns,  for  education  ;  who  had 
free  accefs  to  fuch  liquors  as  are  the  produce  of  the  country, 
and  intoxicating  when  taken  to  excefs,  but  who  refrained 
therefrom,  and  were  regular  and  fteady  in  their  attention  to 
bufinefs,  yet  foon  after  they  had  the  command  of  themfelves 
and  of  their  time,  and  had  affociated  with  thofe  who  were 

of 
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of  the  fame  complexion,  became  Indians  in  the  reproachful 
fenfe  of  the  word,  were  idle,  indolent,  and  intemperate,  and 
became  habituated  to  all  the  exceffes  of  thofe  who  had  not 
been  favoured  with  fuch  advantages,  made  this  laconic  re- 
ply, Ducks  will  be  ducks,  notwiibfianding  they  are  hatched  hy 
tie  hen.*  And  I  myfelf  have  thought;,  that  by  the  pecu- 
liarity of  their  natural  conftitution,  in  whatever  it  confifts, 
and  by  whatever  it  is  discriminated  from  that  of  others,  they 
are  addicted  to,  and  actually  contract,  fuch  habits  of  indo- 
lence and  excefs,  as  that  they  cannot,  without  the  greateft 
efforts,  which  they  feem  not  much  difpofed  to  make,  give 
up,  if  ever  they  entirely  get  rid  of  them.  They  feem  to  be 
like  fome  plants,  that  thrive  bed  in  the  (hade  ;  if  the  over- 
growth is  cut  off,  they  wither  and  decay,  and  by  degrees  are 
finally  rooted  Out. 

To  what  has  been  obferved,  with  reference  not  only  to 
the  diminution  of  Indians  in  general,  but  to  the  fuccefs  of 
the  gofpel  among  them  in  this  place,  may  be  added,  one 
that  I  fuppofe  is  peculiar  to  thofe  in  this  place,  and  that  is, 
the  unhappy  disagreement  and  contention,  between  the 
Englifh  inhabitants,  about  the  placing  of  the  meeting-houfe, 
which  began  in  the  latter  part  of  my  predeceffor's  time,  has 
at  times  been  revived  ever  fince,  and  now  rages  with  no 
fmall  degree  of  violence  among  them.  There  is  no  doubt 
i6  be  made  that  the  disaffected  to  its  prefent  fituation  have 
endeavoured  to  warp  their  minds,  not  only  with  refpect  to 
the  meeting-houfe,  but  to  alienate  them  from  thofe  who 
have  been  employed  as  mifTionaries,  and  to  difcourage  their 
attendance  on  public  worfhip,  which  was  fupported,  on 
theft  account,  by  fome  charitable  funds  in  England,  before, 
and  has  been  part  of  the  time  fmce,  the  American  revolu- 
tion ;  remittances  from  which  have  eeafed  for  feveral  years. 
Out  of  thefe  there  were  yearly  donations  of  blankets  and 
books  ;  thefe  had  a  tendency  to  keep  them  together  in  a 
more  compact  and  affociated  (tare  ,•  but  by  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  times  in  which  we  live,  and  by  that  loofenefs 
and  licentioufnefs  of  manners  that  are  now  prevalent,  and 
the  general  indifference  about  the  important  matters  of  re- 
ligion, and  the  public  institutions  of  it,  that  are  every  where 
viflble  to  the  moft  Superficial  obferver,  and  of  the  fpirit  and 

influence 
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influence  of  which  Indians  participate  their  full  fhare  ;  but 
few  of  the  remnant  of  them  attend  public  worfhip  ;  and 
•none  are  remarkable  for  the  genuine  influence  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  profpe&s  of  that  religion  which  is  from  above  ; 
and  it  is  a  poor  confolation,  when  fuggefted,  that  the  fpirit 
of  the  gofpel,  and  an  attention  to  its  precepts,  prevail  as 
much  among  them,  in  proportion,  as  among  their  Englifh 
neighbours. 

My  immediate  predeceflbr  obferves,  in  a  note,  that  after 
the  mod.  diligent  inquiry,  he  could  find  no  record  of  any 
thing  referring  to  a  former  church  in  this  place  ;  but  by- 
Mr.  Hutchinfon's  hiftory  it  appears,  that  a  chridian  church 
was  founded  here  about  150  years  ago,  in  confequence  of 
che  labours  of  the  renowned  Mr.  Elliot  $  of  what  number 
it  confirmed,  it  is  not  faid.  The  number  of  church  members  is 
now  reduced  to  two  or  three.  It  is  difficult  to  afcertain  the 
complete  number  of  thofe  that  are  now  here,  or  that  belong 
to  this  place,  as  they  are  fo  frequently  fhifting  their  place 
of  refidenee,  and  are  intermarried  with  blacks,  and  fome 
with  whites ;  and  the  various  fhades  between  thefe,  and 
thofe  that  are  defcended  from  them,  make  it  almofl  impoffi- 
ble  to  come  to  any  determination  about  them.  I  fuppofe 
there  are  near  twenty  clear  blooded,  that  are  now  in  this 
place,  and  that  belong  to  it.  I  find  no  mention  made  of 
any  miffionaries  before  the  time  of  my  immediate  predecef- 
for  ;  but  there  is  an  incidental  mention  of  John  Neforum- 
min,  an  Indian,  in  the  records  of  the  proprietors,  who  made 
him  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  land,  on  hjs  living  and  dying  in 
the  miniftry  in  this  place.  Between  twenty  and  thirty  years 
ago,  his  fon  Ifaac  came  and  madf  a  claim  to  his  father's 
land  ;  it  could  not  be  afcertained  where  it  lay  ;  and  fome 
of  the  elderly  Indians,  at  that  time,  declared,  upon  their 
own  knowledge,  that  he  left  Natick,  and  never  returned. 

Not  any  among  us  retain  the  knowledge  of  the  language 
^>f  their  progenitors,  fo  as  to  fpeak  it.  One  aged  woman,  a 
church  member,  of  good  character,  daughter  of  the  good 
deacon  mentioned  before,  has  told  me,  fhe  could  underftand 
it  when  fpoken  by  others  ;  but  of  this  fhe  has  not  lately  had 
a  trial.  Upon  looking  over  the  record  of  the  propriety,  I 
could  not  find  when  it  commenced,  as  the  book  is  very  old, 
in  fome  places  defaced,  and  fome  pages  miffing.  The  en- 
tries in  the  firft  part  of  it  are  written  by  Indians,  and  in  the 
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Indian  language  ;  other  parts  in  broken  Englifh,  by  an  In-* 
dian  fcribe  ;  fome  of  the  dates  are  in  a  tranfpofed  (rate,  and 
fome  pages  were  written  when  the  book  was  inverted  ;  after 
which,  an  Englifh  clerk  was  chofen,  and  continued  in  that 
office.  By  a  vote  of  the  propriety,  a  piece  of  land  was  af- 
figned  to  the  Englifh  inhabitants,  to  be  made  ufe  of  as  bury* 
ing  ground  for  their  dead.  This  is  inclofed  by  a  (tone  fence. 
There  are  two  burying  places  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Indians,  both  of  which  are  without  any  enclofure  ;  they 
carefully  confine  themfelves  to  the  improvement  of  thefe  % 
while  blacks  >  that  are  unconnected  with  them,  invariably  de- 
pofit  their  dead  in  the  burying  ground  of  the  white  people. 
This  is  far  from  being  the  only  inftance  of  their  being  kept 
detached  and  feparate  from  the  whites.  This  difconnediori 
is  extended  much  farther,  and  to  matters  of  much  greater 
magnitude.  There  has  not  been,  fo  far  as  my  information 
reaches,  any  civil  coalition  between  them  by  any  act  of 
incorporating  authority  ;  and  where  any  voluntary  affocia- 
tion  has  taken  place,  it  has  been  of  fhort  duration.  The 
fame  may  be  laid  as  to  any  religious  connection.  Immedi- 
ately previous  to  my  fettling  in  this  place,  a  church  was 
gathered,  which  confided  partly  of  Englifh  and  partly  of 
Indian  members  ;  and  though  fome  additions  were  foon 
after  made  of  Indian  profeffors,  yet,  from  the  caufes  that  have 
already  been  mentioned,  a  decreafe  gradually  took  place, | 
and  has  been  continuing  to  the  prefent  time.  From  their 
being  e^very  where  kept  a  feparate  and  diftind  people,  not- j|( 
withstanding  the  means  that  have  been  employed  to  form  ajar 
union  between  them  and  different  nations,  especially  in  a w 
religious  view,  one  is  apt  to  conjecture,  that  they  are  the  de-.i| 
fcendents  of  ancient  Jews,  though  we  cannot  form  a  conjee-  |< 
ture  by  what  extraordinary  methods  they  obtained  a  paffage 
to  the  American  continent  and  fettlcments,  fuch  as  they 
were  in  the  feveral  parts  of  it.  Their  cafe,  with  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  their  fituation,  is  truly  deplorable,  and, 
contracted  with  our  own,  is  adapted,  in  a  high  degree,  to, 
excite  gratitude  to  heaven  for  the  unaccountable  and  unmer- 
ited diftindiion. 

But  my  limits  admonifh  me  of  a  conclufion.     You,  Sir, 
and  others,  will  accept  my  feeble  efforts  to  comply  with, 
the  requefl  of  your  letter.     Whatever  is  redundant  or  de-j 
fkient,  unadapted  or  improper,  candor  will  impute,  in  ad- 
dition 
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dition  to  what  has  been  already  exhibited,  to  the  imbecility 

of  my  advanced  age,  being  now  in  the  72d  year  of  my  life  ; 

I  proper  reflections  upon  which  will  be  left  to  my  own  mind, 

land  thofe  that  relate  to  Indians  to  the  reflections  of  others. 

I  And  with  the  mod  refpectful  falutations,  I  write  myfelf, 

your  friend  and  brother, 

Stephen  Badger. 
February,  1797. 

Law  Cases. 

Supreme  Judicial  Court,  Concord,  Middle fex,  1795. 
(1.)        Hart  verfus  Upton. 

THE  plaintiff  declared  upon  the  feizin  of  his  grand- 
father in  tail  male,  within  fifty  years  next  before  the 
date  of  the  writ,  that  the  eftate,  on  the  death  of  the  ances- 
tor, defcended  to  him  in  fee  tail,  Sec.  The  defendant 
fhewed,  that,  after  the  death  of  the  plaintiff's  grandfather, 
his  father  entered  as  heir  in  tail,  and  conveyed  the  premifes 
to  the  defendant  by  deed  of  feoffment  in  fee  flmple,  and  died 
more  than  twenty  years  before  the  date  or  the  writ. 

The  fcatute  of  limitation  of  real  actions,  made  in  1786, 
provides,  "  that  writs  of  forme 'don  in  defcender,  forme  don  in 
remainder,  and  formedon  in  reverter^  of  any  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  fhall  be  fued,  brought,  and  commenced 
within  twenty  years  next  after  the  title,  or  caufe  of  action 
firft  defcended,  and  at  no  time  after  the  faid  twenty  years." 

The  father  of  the  plaintiff,  who  had  aliened  in  fee,  to  the 
defendant,  had  died  more  than  twenty  years  before  the  ac- 
tion was  brought.  The  plaintiff  had  for  all  that  time  been 
of  full  age,  and  within  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  the  court 
were  of  opinion,  that  he  was  barred  by  the  ftatute,  and  had 
loft  his  eftate  in  the  premifes. 


Effex,  November,  1796. 
(2.)     Commonwealth  verfus  George  Crowninshield. 

This  was  an  indictment  for  a  nuifance,  in  erecting  a 
wharf  in  the  harbour  of  Salem  ;  being  navigable  waters  ; 
where  all  the  citizens  had  a  right  to  pafs  with  their  fhips  and 
other  veffels.     Not  guilty  was  pleaded. 

G         \VoL  v.]  Tke 
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The  jury  found  the  defendant  guilty  ;  and  he  was  fei%. 
tenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  10  dollars  ;  and  a  warrant  was  if- 
fued  to  the  iherifT,  to  remove  and  abate  that  part  of  the 
wharf,  which  was  defcribed  in  the  verdict  as  a  nuifance. 

This  conviction  was  on  the  principle,  that  all  the  tide 
beyond  low  water  mark,  where  it  has  not  been  granted,,  is  a 
public  highway,  and  the  bottom  public  property. 

Hampjhire>  1795. 
(3.)        Shelburne  verfus  Greenfield. 

The  action  was  brought  by  the  town  of  Shelburne  againil 
the  town  of  Greenfield,  for  the  fupport,  and  to  compel  the 
removal,  of  two  paupers. 

Thefe  people,  as  was  found  in  a  fpecial  verdict,  were  Af- 
ricans,  imported  and  fold  as  (laves.  They  were  purchafed, 
about  the  year  1757,  by  an  inhabitant  of  Greenfield  ;  claim- 
ed their  liberty,  like  other  blacks,  in  1776,  were  married 
together,  and  removed  to  Shelburne,  and  there  became 
chargeable  as  paupers.  The  merits  of  the  queftion,  was, 
whether  the  paupers  were  chargeable  on  the  commonwealth 
as  Mate  paupers,  having  gained  no  inhabitancy  or  fettlement  | 
in  Greenfield  ? 

For  the  town  of  Greenfield  it  was  argued,  that  the  laws 
of  the  late  province  did  not  rank  the  Africans  with  the  white 
people  j  they  could  not,  whilft  they  were  the  property  of 
others,  be  capable  of  holding  property  as  their  own  :  that 
their  polls  were  not  taxable  as  thofe  of  white  people  ;  they 
were  not  liable  to  train,  labour  in  mending  the  highways,  or 
to  perform  any  other  civil  duty  :  that  they  could  not  be  rem 
moved,  or  warned  out  of  a  town,  by  the  felectmen,  becaufe 
they  were  but  the  chattel  of  another  ;  and  therefore,  that  as 
they  were  not  contemplated  in  the  laws,  as  perfons  capable 
of  gaining  a  fettlement,  that  they  muft  come  within  the  de- 
fcriptionof  perfons,  who  were  found  within  the  ftate,  with- 
out any  place  of  fettlement,  and  were  the  proper  charge  oi 
the  commonwealth. 

It  was  further  urged,  that,  as  the  Africans  were  bought 
and  fold,  as  chattels,  under  the  laws  of  the  late  province, 
and  were  emancipated  by  the  force  of  the  public  opinion,  itj 
was  enough  for  the  matters  to  fuftain  the  lofs  of  their  fer- 
vice,  without  being  burdened  with  the  fupport  of  them. 

The 
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The  court  gave  no  opinion  on  the  point,  whether  the 
emancipated  negroes  were  to  be  the  charge  of  the  town,  or 
of  their  late  matters  ;  but  were  of  opinion,  that  they  come 
within  the  defcription  of  fervants  ;  and  that  they  therefore 
gained  a  fettlement,  upon  the  principles  of  common  law, 
where  their  mailers  were  fettled. 

Judgment  was  given,  that  Shelburne  mould  recover 
againft  Greenfield  the  charges  of  the  paft  fupport  of  the  ne- 
groes ;  and  that  they  mould  be  removed  to  Greenfield,  the 
place  of  their  lad  matter's  inhabitancy. 

Whether  a  town,  in  fuch  cafe,  can  call  upon  the  African's 
laft  mafter,  is  not  yet  determined  by  the  court,, 


Middle/ex,  Oftober ',  1796. 
(4.)         Littleton  verfus  Tuttle. 

The  action  was  brought  by  the  town  of  Littleton  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  black  man,  who  was  born  in  the  town, 
claimed  as  a  Have,  under  the  laws  prior  to  the  revolution, 
and  fold  to  the  defendant  by  his  fuppofed  mafter,  of  whofe 
flave  he  was  born.  The  black  man,  at, the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  became  lame,  and  unable  to  labour  ;  and  the  de- 
fendant carried  him,  and  left  him  with  the  overfeers  of  the 
poor,  for  fupport. 

The  judges  were  of  opinion,  that,  as  he  was  born  in  the 
town,  he  was  a  proper  inhabitant  ;  and  that  the  town  was 
obliged  to  maintain  him,  as  it  would  have  been  if  he  was  a 
white  man.     Whereupon  the  plaintiffs  became  non-fuit. 


Middle/ex,  1797. 
(5.)     Sudbury  verfus  Howe  and  Richardson. 

This  was  an  action  of  trefpafs,  brought  by  the  town  againft 
the  defendants,  for  cutting  trees  on  the  town's  land.  The 
action  was  on  a  flatute  which  gives  a  penalty  for  cutting 
trees  on  land,  the  trefpafTers  having  no  right,  title  >  or  privi- 
lege there.  The  court  were  of  opinion,  that  as  the  defend- 
ants were  inhabitants  of  the  town,  it  could  not  be  faid,  that 
they  had  no  right,  title,  or  privilege  there  ;  and  that  there- 
fore the  action  could  not  be  maintained  on  the  penal 
flatute. 

The  plaintiffs  moved  to  amend  the  wtit,  and  to  change 

the 
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the  fuit  into  trefpafs  at  common  law,  which  was  granted, 
and  there  was  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  damages. 

There  was  a  writ  of  error  brought  in  the  fame  court,  to 
reverfe  the  judgment,  becaufe  the  court  had,  by  law,  no  au- 
thority to  allow  fuch  an  amendment.  The  judges  took 
time  to  fearch  the  precedents,  and  collect  the  principles,  re- 
lative to  the  point,  and  heard  counfel  feveraj  times  upon  it  $ 
and  afterwards  affirmed  the  judgment. 

Hampjhire,  1797. 
(6.)  y  erf  us  Taylor  and  others. 

This  was  an  action  of  trefpafs  againft  Taylor  and  others^ 
for  taking  away  the  plaintiff's  cow. 

The  plaintiff  proved,  that  the  defendants  iflued  a  warrant, 
under  pretence  of  authority  of  town  afTcffors,  to  a  collector, 
who  diftrained  the  plaintiff's  property,  under  pretence  of 
collecting  a  town,  county,  and  ftate  taxes.  It  appeared  in 
evidence,  that  the  defendants  were  legally  chofen  aneffors 
for  that  year  ;  but  the  queftion  was,  whether  they  had  au- 
thority to  tax  the  plaintiff  ? 

The  plaintiff  exhibited  the  act  of  the  legiflature,  by  which 
the  ftate  tax  was  apportioned,  in  which  it  is  provided,  that 
parifh  and  town  taxes  fhall  be  apportioned  by  the  fame  rules 
as  the  ftate  taxes. 

In  the  tax  act  of  that  year,  all  fettled  minifters,  and  their 
eftates  in  the  town  where  they  are  fettled,  or  under  their 
own  actual  improvement,  are  exempted  from  taxes.  The 
expreffion  in  all  the  other  tax  acts,  for  feveral  years  before 
and  after,  is,  eftates  in  the  town  where  they  are  fettled,  and 
in  their  actual  improvement. 

The  plaintiff  was  a  Baptift  minifter,  living  in  Buckland, 
and  preaching  in  a  meeting-houfe  in  Chefter.  His  hearers, 
and  church,  were  of  any  part  of  the  country,  who  chofe 
to  affociate  with  him  ;  and  the  queftion  was,  whether,  in, 
the  fenfe  of  the  act,  he  was  a  fettled  minifter  ? 

The  court  were  of  opinion,  that  the  meaning  of  a  fettle4 
minifter,  in  the  act,  was  to  be  collected  from  the  third  arti- 
cle in  the  declaration  of  rights,  prefixed  to  the  conftitution 
of  the  commonwealth,  which  provides,  that  each  town, 
parifh,  and  religious  corporation,  fhall  be,  obliged  to  main- 
tain, a.   teacher  of  piety,  religion,  and  morality  :   that  the 
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teacher  or  minifter,  who  was  exempted  from  taxes,  was  fuch 
a  fettled  minifter  :  that  a  man's  being  ordained  over  a  vol- 
untary aifociation,  formed  by  no  act  of  government,  and 
bound  by  no  law,  could  not  be  a  fettled  minifter  within  the 
meaning  of  the  act.  The  denomination^  it  was  obferved, 
made  no  difference  in  the  conftruction  of  the  act  ;  for  all 
denominations  of  chriftians  were  equally  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  laws  ;  and  a  fettled  minifter  of  either,  if  fettled 
by  a  town,  parifh,  or  corporation,  was,  by  the  tax  act,  ex- 
empted :  but  the  plaintiff,  in  his  fituation,  was  clearly  tax- 
able ;  and  the  action  could  not  t>e  maintained,  becaufe  the 
Jax  was  legal. 


Norfolk  County ,   1795. 
(7.}       Hawes  verfus  Mann  and  another. 

This  was  an  action  of  trover  for  certain  church  veffels, 
$evoted  to  facramental  ufes. 

The  plaintiff  declared,  that  he  was  deacon  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  in  Wrentham,  and  in  that  capacity  was  pof- 
feifed  of  the  veffels  as  fervant  of  the  church,  and  that  the 
defendants  had  converted  the  fame  to  their  own  ufe. 

The  plaintiff  fhewed  a  law  of  the  government,  which 
makes  the  deacons  of  each  church  a  corporation,  to  receive 
donations,  and  to  hold  property  for  the  church. 

The  plaintiff  proved  the  erecting  a  church  in  Wrentham, 
and  that  he  was  duly  elected  a  deacon  of  the  fame. 

The  defendants  relied  upon  the  fame  act  to  juftify  their 
holding  the  veffels  ;  and  made  their  defences,  by  fhewing 
that  the  plaintiff  had  been  regularly  difmiffed  from  the  of- 
fice of  deacon,  and  that  they  were  duly  chofen  to  the  office 
pf  deacons  in  the  fame  church. 

The  facts  were,  that  Mr.  Avery,  in  the  year  1787,  was 
cluly  fettled  and  ordained  as  the  Congregational  minifter  of 
that  town,  and  the  paftor  of  that  church  :  that  fome  years 
after  his  fettlement,  fome  of  the  church  and  people  became 
diffatisfied  with  his  principles  and  manners  :  they  conceived 
that  he  adhered  to  the  tenets  which  were  wrong  ;  and  that 
he  treated  the  name  and  character  of  the  Supreme  Being 
irreverently  in  one  or  more  of  his  fermons,  Sec. 

Some  of  the  church  expreffed  their  grievances  to  him,  and 
moved  for  a  mutual  council  on  the  fubject ;  but  he  declined 
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it,  and  refufed  to  call  a  church  meeting.  The  church  met, 
and  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  him  ;  but  he  de- 
nied the  authority  of  the  church  to  meet  and  act  without  (\ 
his  confcnt  being  previoufly  obtained.  He  further  infifred| 
that  when  they  were  met  on  his  call,  he  had  a  right  to  neg- 
ative all  their  votes,  if  he  mould  choofe  to  do  it. 

The  church  then  invited  a  council  of  refpectable  clergy-  h 
men,  and  delegates  from  the  neighbouring  churches,  to  ad-  L 
vife  them  what  to  do  in  the  exigency.  r 

When  the  council  had  afTembled,  they  waited  upon  Mr.   |e 
Avery  ;  bur  he  denied  them  to  be  a  regular  afTembly,  be-T 
caufe  that  the  vote,  by  which  they  were  convened,  had  not 
his  concurrence. 

The  council  were  of  a  different  opinion,  and  advifed  the 
church  to  apply  to  him  for  a  mutual  council  ;  and  that  if 
he  refufed  to  unite  with  them  in  one,  to  invite  an  ex  parte 
council. 

The  .church  applied  again  ;  but  Mr.  Avery  adhered  to 
his  former  principles  ;  whereupon  they  invited  a  refpecta- 
ble  ex  parte  council. 

That  council,  when  convened,  waited  on  Mr.  Avery  ; 
but  he  refufed  to  acknowledge  them  as  regularly  afTembled, 
and  frill  refufed  to  agree  upon  a  mutual  council. 

The  council  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  church  ;  and  de- 
livered their  refult,  that  the  church  mould  pafs  a  vote  to 
diffolve  the  paftoral  relation  between  him  and  them.     Thell] 
church  proceeded  on  that  meafure,  and  difmifled  him.  i 

The  plaintiff  had  adhered  to  Mr.  Avery,  with  a  minority 
of  the  church,  and  refufed  to  acknowledge  the.majority  ofw 
the  members  as  the  church,  capable  of  acting  without  the  I 
concurrence  of  the  paftor. 

The  majority  then  proceeded  to  pafs  a  vote  to  difmifs  the  I 
plaintiff  from  the  office  of  deacon,  and  chofe  one  of  the  11, 
defendants  ;  the  other  having  been  in  the  office  before,  and  II 
acting  with  them. 

The  action  was  produced  to  try  the  validity  of  that  vote.  J 
Mr.  Avery  was  interefted  in  the  determination,  becaufe,  if  1 
that  vote  was  legal,  the  one  for  diffolving  his  paftoral  rela-  1 
tion  was  fo  like  wife  ;  and  the  town  having  concurred,  his  1 
fakry  was  gone  from  the  time  of  the  difmiffion,  if  the  vote  a 
was  legally  valid. 

Mr.  Avery  was  therefore  the  mover,  and  profecutor  in 
the  a&ion.  The 
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The  counfel  for  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  Howcl  and  Mr.  Ames, 
exhibited  the  New-England  Church  Platform,  compiled  by 
z  number  of  clergymen  in  the  year  1660,  and  a  book  on 
church  government,  publifhed  in  the  year  1673,  by  Mr. 
Wife,  a  Congregational  minifter  at  Jpfwich,in  Maftachufetts. 

Thefe  were  exhibited  to  fupport  Mr.  Avery  in  his  claim, 
of  a  negative  on  the  votes  of  the  church.  The  Platform 
is  not  quite  fo  full  on  the  point  ;  but  Mr.  Wife,  having 
written  after  the  reftoration  of  Charles  the  fecond,  had  a  dif- 
pofition  to  flatter  a  mixed  monarchy.  He  therefore  confid- 
ered  the  church  members  as  the  democracy,  the  deacons  as 
the  ariftocracy,  but  appeared  to  be  puzzled  in  regard  to 
finding  a  monarch  for  a  third  branch.  He  does  not  actually 
allow  the  minifter,  or  teaching  elder,  to  hold  that  (ration, 
becaufe  he  confiders  Chrift  as  the  fovereign  head  of  the 
church.  He  does,  neverthelefs,  allow  the  paftor  a  negative 
on  the  church  proceedings. 

Upon  thefe  .  authorities,  and  other  considerations,  the 
counfel  for  the  plaintiff  endeavoured  to  maintain  his  author- 
ity over  the  church,  and  to  fhew  that  votes  paffed  without 
his  concurrence  were  null  and  void. 

The  defendants*  counfel,  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Mr.  Otis,  ex- 
hibited the  law  made  under  the  charter  of  William  and 
Mary,  in  1700  ;  by  which  it  is  enacted,  that,  when  a  parifti 
is  deftitute  of  a  minifter,  the  church  may  give  one  a  call  to 
fettle  ;  and  if  he  accepts,  and  the  parifti  concurs,  he  fhall 
be  the  minifter  of  the  parifti  ;  for  whofe  maintenance  all 
the  pariftiioners  fhall  be  taxed. 

They  (hewed,  that,  under  that  act,  the  New-England 
Platform  had  become  obfolete  ;  and  the  book,  written  by 
Mr.  Wife,  of  no  force  or  confequence. 

That  the  practice  had  always  been,  in  the  Congregational 
difTenting  churches,  for  the  church  to  invite  the  minifter, 
and  when  the  parifti  had  concurred  in  the  choice  of  the 
church,  a  council  was  called  by  the  latter,  for  the  ordination ; 
and  when  the  minifter  was  ordained,  he  became  the  fettled 
frninifter  of  the  parifti. 

That  when  any  uneaftnefs  happened,  a  mutual  council 
[was  called,  the  refult  of  which  was  binding  upon  the  par- 
ties. But  if  either  party  refufed  to  agree  upon  a  mutual 
council,  the  other  might  call  an  ex  parte  council,  the  refuk 
pf  which  was  equally  conclufive. 

They 
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They  contended,  that  as  this  mode  had  been  purfued  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  the  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  church  for 
diflblving  the  paftpral  relation  between  the  church  and  Mr. 
Avery,  and  the  one  for  difmifling  the  plaintiff  from  the  of- 
fice of  deacon,  were  regular  and  legal. 

The  trial  took  up  a  great  deal  of  time,  in  which  a  variety 
of  circumftances  were  attended  to. 

The  judges  were  of  opinion,  that  Mr.  Avery's  principles 
of  church  government  were  arbitrary,  and  erroneous  :  that 
the  vote  for  diflfolving  his  paftoral  relation  was  regular  and 
valid  :  that  the  vote  of  the  church,  given  by  a  majority,  as 
above  mentioned,  for  difmifling  the  plaintiff  from  the  office 
of  deacon,  was  regular  and  effectual,  and  that  he  could  not 
maintain  the  action. 

A  verdict  was  given  for  the  defendants. 

■■  ■  ...    - .      ■  _ 

An  Account  of   the  great   Fire   in   Boston,  in  the 

YEAR    171  I,  PREFIXED    TO    A    SERMON    PREACHED  BY  Dr* 

Cotton  Mather,  two  days  afterward,  at  the  pub- 
lic LECTURE  IN  THE  SOUTH  MEETING-HOUSE  ;  WITtf 
SOME    EXTRACTS    FROM    THE    SERMON. 

"  T>  EGINNING  about  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and 
J3  finifhing  before  two  in  the  morning,  the  night  be- 
tween the  fecond  and  third  of  October,  171 1,  a  terrible  fire 
laid  the  heart  of  Bofton,  the  metropolis  of  the  New-Englini 
America,  in  afhes.     The  occafion  of  the  fire  is  faid  to  have 
been,  by  the  carelefTnefs  and  fottifhnefs  of  a  woman,  who 
fuffered  a  flame,  which  took  the  oakum,  the  picking  whereof 
was  her  bufinefs,  to  gain  too  far  before  it  could  be  mattered. 
It  was  not  long  before  it  reduced  Cornhill  into  miferable 
ruins,  and  h  made  its  impreflions  into  King-ftxeet  and  Queen* 
ftreet,  and  a  great  part  of  Pudding-lane  was  alfo  loft,  before 
the  violence  of  it  could  be  conquered.     Among  thcfe  ruins,  It 
there  were  two  fpacious  edifices,  which,  until  now,  made  a 
mod  confiderable  figure,  becaufe  of  the  public  relation  toll 
our  greateft  folcmnities  in  which  they  had  ftood,  from  the  ji 
days  of  our  fathers.     The  one  was  the  town-houfe  ;  the  oth-»  h 
er,  the  old  meeting-houfe.     The  number  of  houfes,  and  1 
ibme  of  them  very  capacious  buildings,  which  went  into  the  j 
fire,  with  thefe,  is  computed   near  about  a  hundred  ;  and  ]  I 
the  families,  which  inhabited  thefe  houfes,  cannot  but  be  1 
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very  many  more.  It  being  alfo  a  place  of  much  trade,  and 
filled  with  well-furnifhed  (hops  of  goods,  not  a  little  of  the 
wealth  of  the  town  was  now  confumed.  But  that  which 
jvery  much  added  to  the  horror  of  the  difmal  night  was  the 
tragical  death  of  many  poor  men,  who  were  killed  by  the 
blowing  up  of  houfes  ;  or  by  venturing  too  far  into  the  fire, 
for  the  refcue  of  what  its  fierce  jaws  were  ready  to  prey  upon. 
Of  thefe  the  bones  of  feven  or  eight  are  thought  to  be  found  ; 
and  it  is  feared  there  may  be  fome  flrangers,  belonging  to 
vefTels,  befides  thefe,  thus  buried,  of  whofe  unhappy  cir- 
cumftances  we  are  not  yet  apprifed  :  and  others  have  fincc 
died  of  their  wounds. 

"Thus  the  town  of  Bofton,  juft  going  to  get  beyond 
four  fcore  years  of  age,  and  conflicting  with  much  labour 
and  forrow,  is,  a  \txy  vital  and  valuable  part  of  it,  foon  cut 
off,  and  flown  away*  And  yet,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  lament- 
ations, we  may  fay,  cf  It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies  that  we 
are  not  confumed."  Had  not  the  glorious  Lord,  who  has 
gathered  the  wind  in  his  hands,  mercifully  kept  under  the 
wind  at  this  timei  he  alone  knows  how  much  more  of  the 
town  mull  have  been  confumed." 

A  great  auditory  of  the  inhabitants,  with  many  from  the 
neighbouring  towns,  coming  together  on  the  enfuing  Thurf- 
pay,  that  they  might  hear  the  instructions  of  piety,  which 
knight  fuit  the  prefent  and  grievous  occafion  ;  one  of  the 
minifters,  who  is  alfo  a  native  of  the  town,  entertained  them 
with  the  enfuing  fermon,  Sec. 

The  text,  Jer.  v.  3.  "  Thou  haft  confumed  them,  hut  they 
pave  refufed  to  receive  correc7ion.,i 

[Extracts  from  the  fermon,  with  remarks.] 

Page  18.  fC  Methinks  I  find  myfelf  preaching  a.  funeral 
Ifermon  for  that  ancient  and  famous  edifice,  which  had,  from 
the  days  of  our  grandfathers  (I  fuppofe  mine,  [Mr.  Cotton], 
breached  the  firft  fermon  in  it,  fixty-five  or  fix  years  ago) 
been  the  place  of  our  mod  confiderable  folemnities."  [This 
fixes  the  date  of  the  erection  of  that  houfe  to  the  year  1645 
pr  1646,  about  fifteen  years  after  the  firft  fettlement  of  the 
town].     See  Collections  for  1795,  page  189]. 

Page  19.     "I  could  not  pafs  the  honourable  rubbim  of 

pat  building  without  making  this  reflection  :    That  the 

Holy  One  feems  to  put  us  in  mind  of  that  Jhamefitl  negli- 

H         iy*L  v.]  gence 


54  Memorabilia,  rf  Yarmouth. 

gence  with  which  too  many  people  in  this  town  treated  the 
weekly  lecture  there.  It  was  not  attended  as  it  ought  to 
have  been."  ("This  proves  that  complaints  of  non-attend- 
ance on  Thurfday  lecture  are  not  peculiar  to  the  prefent  gen- 
eration, and  perhaps  not  to  the  prefent  century.  tc  Say  not 
thou,  what  is  the  caufe  that  the  former  days  were  better 
than  thefe  ?  for  thou  doft  not  inquire  wifely  concerning 
this."     ficcl.  vii.  io.j 

Page  27.  "  We  think,  with  a  fhuddering  horror,  on  the 
fate  of  the  poor  men,  who  loft  their  lives  in  the  fire,  the 
night  before  laft.  Moft  of  them,  no  doubt,  by  the  blowing 
up  and  failing  down  of  houfes. — They  were  moftly  young 
inen,  that  were  loft  in  the  fire." 

Page  31.  €<  It  is  reported,  that,  when  a  confuming  fire 
is  raging,  there  are  thieves,  who  take  that  horrible  occafion 
to  feize  and  fteai  and  keep  the  goods  that  are  faved  out  of 
the  fire.  The  vileft  fort  of  thieves  that  ever  were  heard  of  I 
O  monftrous  wretches  !  Monfters  of  wickednefs  !  You 
may  marvel  at  the  long-fu fieri ng  of  Gody  that  he  does  not, 
even  by  fire  from  heaven,  lay  thofe  accurfed  cottages  in  afhes, 
which  have  in  them  the  goods  that  God  fpared  out  of  the 
fire,  but  which  your  thievifh  hands  would  not  fpare  to  the 
owners.  God  will  never  let  you  be  one  farthing  the  richer 
for  ftolen  goods.  I  charge  you,  in  the  name  of  God,  to 
make  reftitution  immediately.  If  you  have  not  a  heart  will- 
ing to  make  reftitution,  the  holy  God  will  never  forgive 
your  wickednefs."  [A  very  good  exhortation,  if  the  thieves 
had  been  there  to  hear  it  1  But  it  may  be  prefumed,  with 
great  probability,  that  this  clafs  of  people  were  not  lefs 
guilty  than  others  of  the  "  fhameful  negligence"  above 
mentioned.] 

Memorabilia  of  Yarmouth.     By  Timothy  Alden,  junt. 

CAPE  Cod  may  be  well  reprefented  by  a  man's  arm 
bent  into  a  certain  pofition. 
Yarmouth  is  fituated  about  midway  from  the  fhoulder  ta 
the  elbow  of  the  Cape.     It  has  Barnftable  on  the  weft,  and 
Dennis  on  the  eaft.     It  is  wafhed  by  the  Atlantic  on  the 
north  and  fouth. 

Dennis,  which,  till  1794,  was  a  part  ot  Yarmouth,  was 
fet  off  a  diftincl  parifh  in  1721. 

*  The 
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The  inhabitants  exceed  fifteen  hundred,  and  average  about 
fix  to  a  family. 

The  old  meeting  houfe  Hands  on  the  ancient  Cape  Cod 
county  road,  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles  from  Barnftable 
trourt-houfe.  Its  latitude,  by  obfervation,  is  41  °  41 '.  It 
Hands  on  a  common,  which,  during  the  late  war  with  our 
mother  country,  was  decorated  with  a  towering  liberty  pole. 
The  fteeple  of  the  meeting-houfe  rifes  from  the  middle  of 
its  roof,  and  is  an  important  land-mark  for  veffels  going 
into  Yarmouth  or  Barnftable  on  the  bay  fide. 

A  new  meeting-houfe  was  erected  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  town  in  1794.  The  dedication  fermons  were  preached 
1  January,  1795,  by  the  Rev.  Timothy  Alden  of  Yarmouth, 
and  the  Rev.  John  Mellen  of  Barnftable,  and  were  published. 
By  agreement,  the  minifter  of  the  town  is  to  preach  in  it 
one  fabbath  in  four. 

About  one  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  the  old 
meeting-houfe,  the  veftiges  of  a  fort,  built  for  protection 
from  the  Indians,  were  within  ten  years  vifible.  Such, 
however,  have  been  the  ravages  of  the  wind,  that  neither  the 
fort,  nor  much  of  the  eminence,  which  is  ftill  known  by  the 
name  of  fort  hill>  on  which  the  fort  was  built,  remains. 

Within  the  memory  of  Tome,  the  Indians  in  this  town 
were  nearly  as  numerous  as  the  white  people.  When  the 
maize  was  in  its  milky  ftate,  they  ufed  to  prepare  a  delicious 
food,  compofed  of  that  and  fome  other  ingredients,  which 
they  called  appoon. 

So  late  as  1 779,  there  was  a  fmall  clufter  of  wigwams  in 
the  fouth-eaftern  part  of  the  town,  about  a  mile  from  the 
mouth  of  Bafs  river,  which  were  inhabited  by  fome  of  the 
remains  of  the  Pawkunnawkut  Indians.  The  chief  of  them 
about  this  time  had  the  fmall-pox.  Five  of  thofe  who  had 
it  furvived,  and  eleven  died.  It  is  probable  that  this  part 
of  Yarmouth  will  ever  retain  the  name  of  Indian  town. — 
There  is  ftill  one  wigwam  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  which 
is  occupied  by  a  negro  and  fquaw. 

A  little  to  the  fouth- weft  ward  of  Indian  town  is  Swan's 
pond,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  map  of  Yarmouth,  which  was 
fometime  fince  prepared  by  the  direction  of  the  General 
Court.  On  the  north-eaftern  fide  of  this  pond  is  a  fpring, 
juft  above  which,  about  forty  years  ago,  flood  an  ancient 
Indian  meeting-houjfe. 

Jofeph 
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Jofeph  Nauhaughi  was  a  very  confcientious  deacon  ;  fev- 
cral  anecdotes  are  related  of  him  to  the  prefent  day.  He 
was  a  temperate,  pious,  well-minded  Indian.  He  ufed  to 
pray  with  great  fervour,  in  his  vernacular  tongue,  with  his 
family,  with  the  lick,  and  at  funerals.  In  his  lalt  illnefs  my 
father  vifited  him,  and  converting  with  him  on  death,  the 
common  allotment  of  mankind,  he  afked  Nauhaught  if  he 
were  refigned  to  his  approaching  diflblution  ?  He  replied, 
in  an  Indian  ftyle,  "  Oh  yes,  Mr.  Alden,  I  have  always  had 
a  pretty  good  notion  about  death." 

The  following  anecdote,  which  may  alfo  be  feen  in  the 
MafTachufetts  Magazine  for  March,  1794,  is  worthy  a  place 
among  the  memorabilia  of  Yarmouth.  I  believe  there  can 
be  no  doubt  qf  its  truth,  for  I  have  often  heard  the  old  peo- 
ple relate  it. 

Our  honed  deacon  was  once  attacked  by  a  number  of 
large  black  fnakes.  Being  at  a  diftance  from  any  inhabitants, 
he  was,  to  be  fure,  in  a  very  precarious  fituation  ;  for,  un- 
fortunately, he  had  not  even  a  knife  about  him  for  his  de- 
fence. What  to  do  he  knew  not.  To  outrun  them  he 
found  utterly  impoflible,  and  to  keep  them  off  without  any 
weapon  was  equally  fo.  He  therefore  came  to  the  determi- 
nation to  ftand  firm  on  his  feet.  They  began  to  wind  them- 
felves  about  him  ;  in  a  little  time,  one  of  them  had  made 
his  way  up  to  the  Indian's  neck,  and  was  trying  to  put  his 
black  head  into  his  mouth-  Nauhaught  opened  it  imme- 
diately for  him.  The  black  Jerpent  thrujl  in  his  head,  and 
Nauhaught,  putting  his  jaws  together,  bit  it  off  in  a  moment  ! 
As  foon  as  the  blood,  ftreaming  from  the  beheaded,  was 
difcovered  by  the  reft  of  the  fnakes,  they  left  their  intended 
prey  with  great  precipitation,  and  Nauhaught  was  liberated 
from  the  jaws  of  impending  death. 

We  will  now  give  an  account  of  the  aboriginal  difcovery 
of  Nantucket,  and  origin  of  fog. 

The  Vineyard  Indians  had  a  tradition,  with  regard  to  the 
origin  of  Nantucket,  which  does  not  altogether  coincide 
with  fome  of  our  aflertions.  However,  there  was  a  tradi- 
tion fome  years  ago  among  the  Indians  of  this  quarter,  to 
the  following  effecl.'  I  am  indebted  for  my  information  to 
a  good  old  Quaker  lady  of  my  acquaintance. 

In  former  times,  a  great  many  moons  ago,  a  bird,  extra- 
ordinary for  its  fize,  ufed  often  to  vifit  the  fouth  fhore  of 

Cape 
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Cape  Cod,  and  carry  from  thence  to  the  fouthward,  a  vaft 
number  of  fmall  children. 

Maufhopy  who  was  an  Indian  giant,  as  fame  reports,  refided 
in  thefe  parts.  Enraged  at  the  havock  among  the  children, 
he,  on  a  certain  time,  waded  into  the  fea  in  purfuit  of  the 
bird,  till  he  had  crofTed  the  found  and  reached  Nantucket. 
Before  Maufhop  forded  the  found,  the  idand  was  unknown 
10  the  aborigines  of  America. 

Tradition  fays,  that  Maufhop  found  the  bones  of  the  chil- 
dren in  a  heap  under  a  large  tree.  He  then  wifhing  to 
fmoke  a  pipe,  ranfacked  the  ifland  for  tobacco  ;  but,  find- 
ing none,  rilled  his  pipe  with  poke,  a  weed  which  the  In- 
dians fometimes  ufed  as  its  fubftitute.  Ever  fince  the  above 
memorable  event,  fogs  have  been  frequent  at  Nantucket  and 
on  the  Cape.  In  allulion  to  this  tradition,  when  the  abo- 
rigines obferved  a  fog  rifing,  they  would  fay,  "  There  comes 
old  Maufhop 's  fmoke.-' 

Jofeph  White,  who  was  a  grandfon  of  Peregrine  White, 
lived  in  Yarmouth,  and  died  4  June,  1782,  in  the  feventy- 
ninth  year  of  his  age. 

Deacon  Jofeph  White,'" fon  of  the  aforementioned,  has  in 
pofledion  a  ftaff,  which  is  valuable  for  its  great  antiquity. 
Agreeably  to  well  authenticated  reports,  it  had  conveyance 
to  New-England  in  the  firft  fhip  which  reached  Plymouth 
in  1620.  When  our  forefathers  flepped  upon  the  well- 
known  rack,  one  of  the  company  had  this  ftaff  in  his  hand. 
It  is  about  three  feet  in  length,  has  a  brazen  foot,  and  a 
wooden  head.  It  is  a  ftriking  picture  of  that  noble  fim- 
plicity,  which  diftinguifhed  and  dignified  the  character  of 
thofe  venerable  puritanic  fathers  of  our  country. 

The  remarkable  prefervation  of  Ebenezer  Taylor,  the 
father  of  the  prefent  Daniel  Taylor,  Efq.  of  Yarmouth,  claims 
a  place  among  our  memorabilia.  In  our  mother  country 
the  ftory  was  difbelieved,  and  was  added  to  the  fcore  of  New- 
England  tales.  Its  authenticity,  however,  admits  of  no  dif- 
pute.  A  particular  narrative  of  it  was  publifhed  by  a  Mr. 
Weekes.  A  copy  of  which,  if  I  miftake  nof,  is  lodged  in 
the  archives  of  the  Hiftorical  Society. 

It  was  on  the  6  Auguft,  1726,  this  Ebenezer  Taylor 
went  into  his  well,  which  was  forty  feet  deep,  in  order  to 
examine  a  certain  part  where  fome  of  the  (tones  were  faid 
to  be  loofe.  Having  gotten  about  half  v»ay  down,  he  per- 
ceived 
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ceived  a  ftone  to  be  a  little  out  of  its  place,  and  putting  his 
hand  to  it,  all  of  a  fudden,  not  only  that,  but  the  whole 
body,  feemed  to  move  together  ;  but,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that,  as  he  had  hold  of  the  well  rope,  he  continued  his  mid-| 
way  fituation,  while  the  Hones  and  earth  palled  by  him  to 
the  bottom,  till  they  had  filled  the  well  ten  feet  deep  !  As 
thefe  palTed  by  him,  his  leg  was  fo  entangled,  that,  in  his 
endeavours  to  extricate  it,  he  diflocated  his  hip.  Alrooft 
at  the  fame  inftant,  fome  of  the  larger  ftones  met  together 
a  little  above  his  head,  and  prevented  his  immediate  death  ! 
The  (tones  and  earth  accumulated  together  above  him  to 
the  depth  of  twelve  feet  !  All  who  were  prefent  fuppofed 
that  he  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  well  of  courfe,  and  as  it; 
was  deep,  fome  propofed  that  it  mould  remain  his  grave. 
The  mod  were  for  deferring  the  fearch  for  him  till  Mon- 
day, as  it  was  Saturday,  and  near  the  clofe  of  the  day,  the 
melancholy  accident  happened.  However,  they  finally  un- 
dertook to  dig  that  evening  ;  and,  to  their  utter  aftonifh- 
ment,  before  they  had  proceeded  many  feet,  they  heard  the 
voice  of  Mr.  Taylor  !  Notwithstanding  the  fad  cataftro- 
phe,  he  had  his  fenfes,  and  was  able  to  give  the  men,  who 
were  at  work,  directions  refpecting  the  manner  of  fecuring 
the  ftones,  which  were  wedged  together  above  him.  Through 
great  care,  and  the  kind  interpofition  of  providence,  he  was 
preferved  from  the  impending  deftruction,  and  lived  many 
years  after  this  extraordinary  event. 

Mr.  Stephen  Homer,  about  five  years  ago,  had  nine  fons 
living.  Seven  of  which,  having  arrived  at  the  years  of  man-, 
hood,  were  each  of  them  fix  feet  and  three  inches  in  height. 
Some  of  them  were  fix  feet  and  fix  inches  high.  Several  of 
them  have  fince  deceafed. 

The  aboriginal  name  of  that  part  of  Yarmouth  which  lies 
on  the  north  fhore,  and  adjoining  Barnftable,  was  Mattakees, 
(See  Gov.  Winthrop's  Journal,  and  Gookin's  Hift.  Coll.) 
The  north-eaftern  part  of  the  town  is  known  by  the  Indian 
name  of  Hokkanom  to  the  prefent  day.  It  was  here  the  lin- 
gular affair  refpecting  Mr.  Taylor  happened.  The  town 
was  incorporated  in  1638.  The  original  fettlers  came  from 
Lynn,  anciently  called  Saugus. 

The  people  in  this  town  and  on  the  Cape,  in  general,  have 
defervedly  the  name  of  hofpitality. 

With  regard  to  the  political  fentiments  of  the  people  in 

Yarmouth, 
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Yarmouth,  we  hope  that  we  can  fafely  aflfert,  that  the  Jaco- 
binic error  is  not  fo  prevalent  as  in  fome  of  the  towns  in 
the  vicinity. 

Yarmouth  has  given  birth  to  the  following,  who  were 
educated  at  college  : — 

Reverend  Barnabas  Taylor. 

John  Sturgis.  \    Sons  of  Ej quire  Sturgis, 

Samuel  Sturgis.     J       an  eminent  merchant. 

Prince  Hawes. 

Barnabas  Hedge. 

Reverend  Samuel  West,  D.  D. 

Hon.  George  Thacher,  Efq. 

Timothy  Alden,  jun.* 

Col.  Enoch  Haller,  lately  the  high  fheriff  of  Barnftable 
county,  lived  and  died  in  Yarmouth. 

The  Hon.  David  Thacher,  Efq.  fenator  from  the  county 
of  Barnftable  at  the  General  Court  in  Bofton,  has  his  feat 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  weft  from  the  meeting-houfe. 

We  will  conclude  with  fome  account  of  the  minifters  of 
the  town. 

There  is  a  tradition  among  fome  of  the  aged  people,  that 
one  of  their  firft  minifters  was  a  Mr.  Matthews.^ 

In  Mather's  Magnalia  we  find,  that  John  Millar  was  a 
minifter  of  Yarmouth.  It  is  probable  that  he  was  the  firft, 
and  Mr.  Matthews  the  fecond,  although  we  have  no  records 
of  either.  In  Mather's  Magnalia,  the  Rev.  John  Millar  is 
mentioned  as  one  of  feventy-feven  minifters,  who  had  been 
in  the  miniftry  previous  to  their  embarkation  for  America. 
And  they  are  reprefented  as  fome  of  the  firft  minifters  of 
New-England. 

Admitting  the  above,  the  Rev.  Thomas  "Thornton  was  the 
third  minifter  of  Yarmouth.  It  appears  from  the  Magnalia, 
that  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  fled  from  the  perfecution  fub- 
fequent  to  the  act  of  uniformity,  which  took  place  in  1662. 
How  foon  after  this  he  was  fettled  in  the  miniftry  at  Yar- 
Jmouth  is  *iot  certainly  known.  We  find  his  name  in  the 
[town  records  for  1677.  The  records  before  that  time  have 
unfortunately  been  loft.  He  continued  in  the  miniftry  till 
about  the  year  1692.     The  records  exhibit  no  account  of 

his 

*  Ifaiah  and  Martin  Alden  are  now  under-graduates  at  Harvard  College. 
f  See  a  note  in  the  fecond  edition  of  Dr.  Gay's  inftallation  fermon. 
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his  death.     It  is  faid  that  he  went  to  Bofton  and  lived  th£ 
remainder  of  his  days. 

The  Rev.  John  Cotton  was  fettled  in  1693,  and  died  at 
Yarmouth  in  Jartuaiy,  1705.  The  Rev.  Grindall  Raw/on^ 
has  preferved  the  following  anecdote  in  the  fecOnd  edition 
of  Dr.  Gay's  fermon  at  his  inftallation.  "  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Stone  of  Harwich,  a  grave  gentleman,  attending  a  funeral  at 
Yarmouth,  being  in  the  burial  place  fome  years  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Cotton,  inquired  where  his  grave  was,  but 
there  not  being  any  one  that  could  fhow  him,  he  replied,, 
I  think  it  is  with  Mr.  Cotton's  grave  as  it  was  with  Mofes', 
that  diftinguifhed  fervant  of  God  ;  no  man  knoweth  of  his 
fepulchre  to  this  day."  Mr.  Rawfon  adds,  c<  This  was  the 
only  one  of  the  firfr.  {even  minifters  whofe  dud  was  commit- 
ted to  the  dull  in  Yarmouth.  Whatever  they  fuffered,  the 
worm  did  not  feed  on  them  there." 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Greenleaf  became  the  fucceflbr  of  Mr. 
Cotton,  in  1708.  He  continued  in  the  miniftry  till  about 
the  year  1727,  when  an  influential  pariihioner,  having  be- 
come difaffected  towards  him,  a  council  was  called,  and  he 
was  difmifTed  with  a  good  character.  He  went  to  Bolton 
and  fpent  the  refidue  of  his  life. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Smith  was  fettled  iii  1729,  ^nd  con- 
tinued till  the  year  1754,  when  he  left  the  people  on  ac- 
count of  the  infufficiency  of  fupport.  He  was  afterwards 
inftalled  at  Pembroke. 

The  Rev.  Grindall  Rawfon  was  inrtalled  in  the  year  1755*! 
He  had  been  previoufly  ordained  at  Ware.     He  continued  : 
in  the  miniftry  at  Yarmouth  till  1760,  when,  in  confequence 
of  a  general  difafFedlion  between  him  and  the  people,  he  was  I 
advifed  by  a  council  to  take  a  difmiflion. 

The  Rev.  Jofeph  Green,  jun.  was  inftalled  in  1762.  He 
had  been  previoufly  fettled  at  Marfhfield.  He  died  5  No- 
vember, 1768,  in  the  forty-fecond  year  of  his  age. 

The  Rev.  Timothy  Alden,  the  ninth  and  prefent  minifter  of  . 
Yarmouth,  was  ordained  the  13th  December,  1769. 

July,  1797. 

Account 
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Copy  of  a  MS.  Letter,  giving  a  full  and  candid 

ACCOUNT    OF    THE     DELUSION     CALLED     WITCHCRAFT, 

which  prevailed  in  new-england  ;  and  of  the 
judicial  trials  and  executions  at  salem,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  for  that  pretended  crime,  in 
1692.  Written  by  Thomas  Brattle,  F.  R.  S.  and 
communicated  to  the  Society  by  Thomas  Brat- 
tle, Esq.  of  Cambridge. 

Oclober  8,   1692. 
Reverend  Sir, 

YOUR's  I  received  the  other  day,  and  am  very  ready  to 
ferve  you  to  my  utmoft.  I  mould  be  very  loath  to 
bring  myfelf  into  any  fnare  by  my  freedom  with  you,  and 
therefore  hope  that  you  will  put  the  heft  construction  on 
what  I  write,  and  fecure  me  from  fuch  as  would  interpret 
my  lines  othervvife  than  they  are  defigned.  Obedience  to 
lawful  authority  I  evermore  accounted  a  great  duty  ;  and 
willingly  I  would  not  praclife  any  thing  that  might  thwart 
and  contradict  fuch  a  principle.  Too  many  are  ready  to 
defpife  dominions,  and  foeak  evil  of  dignities  ;  and  I  am 
furc  the  mifchiefs,  which  anfe  from  a  factious  and  rebellious 
fpirit,  are  very  fad  and  notorious  ;  infomuch  that  I  would 
fooner  bite  my  fingers'  ends  than  willingly  caft  dirt  on  au- 
thority, or  any  way  offer  reproach  to  it  :  Far,  therefore,  be 
it  from  me,  to  have  anything  to  do  with  thofe  men  your 
letter  mentions,  whom  you  acknowledge  to  be  men  of  a  fac- 
tious fpirit,  and  never  more  in  their  element  than  when  they 
are  declaiming  againft  men  in  public  place,  and  contriving 
methods  that  tend  to  the  disturbance  of  the  common  peace. 
I  never  accounted  it  a  credit  to  my  caufe,  to  have  the  good 
liking  of  fuch  men.  "  My  fon  !  (fays  Solomon)  fear  thou 
the  Lord  and  the  King,  and  meddle  not  with  them  that  are  given 
to  change.'*  Prov.  xxiv.  2 1 .  However,  Sir,  I  never  thought 
judges  infallible  ;  but  reckoned  that  they,  as  well  as  private 
men,  might  err  ;  and  that  when  they  were  guilty  of  erring, 
ftanders  by,  who  poffibly  had  not  half  their  judgment,  might, 
notwithstanding,  be  able  to  detect  and  behold  their  errors. 
I  And  furthermore,  when  errors  of  that  n?ture  are  thus  de- 
I         ivd.  v.]  teeted 
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tected  and  obferved,  I  neves  thought  it  an  interfering  with 
dutifulnefs  and  fubjection  for  one  man  to  communicate  his 
thoughts  to  another  thereabout  ;  and  with  modefty  and  due 
reverence  to  debate  the  premifed  failings  ;  at  lead,  when  er- 
rors are  fundamental,  and  palpably  pervert  the  great  end  of 
authority  and  government  \  for  as  to  circumftantial  errors, 
I  muft  confefs  my  principle  is,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  good 
fubject  to  cover  with  his  filence  a  multitude  of  them.  But  I 
fhali  no  longer  detain  you  with  my  preface,  but  pafs  to  fome 
things  you  look  for,  and  whether  you  expect  fuch  freedom 
from  me,  yea  or  no,  yet  (hall  you  find,  that  I  am  very  open 
to  communicate  my  thoughts  unto  you,  and  in  plain  terms 
to  tell  you  what  my  opinion  is  of  the  Salem  proceedings. 

Firft,  as  to  the  method  which  the  Salem  juft ices*  do  take 
in  their  examinations,  it  is  truly  this  :  A  warrant  being  if- 
fued  out  to  apprehend  the  perfons  that  are  charged  and 
complained  of  by  the  afflicted  children,  as  they  are  called  ; 
faid  perfons  are  brought  before  the  juftices,  the  afflicted  be- 
ing prefent.  The  juftices  afk  the  apprehended  why  they 
afflict  thofe  poor  children  ;  to  which  the  apprehended  anf- 
wer,  they  do  not  afflict  them.  The  juftices  order  the  ap- 
prehended to  look  upon  the  faid  children,  which  accordingly 
they  do  ;  and  at  the  time  of  that  look,  (I  dare  not  fay  by 
that  look,  as  the  Salem  gentlemen  do),  the  afflicted  are  caft 
into  a  fit.  The  apprehended  are  then  blinded,  and  ordered 
to  touch  the  afflicted  ;  and  at  that  touch,  though  not  by  the 
the  touch,  (as  above),  the  afflicted  ordinarily  do  come  out 
of  their  fits.  The  afflicted  perfons  then  declare  and  affirm, 
that  the  apprehended  have  afflicted  them  ;  upon  which  the 
apprehended  perfons,  though  of  never  fo  good  repute,  are 
forthwith  committed  to  prifon,  on  fufpicion  for  witchcraft. 
One  of  the  Salem  juftices  was  pleafed  to  tell  Mr.  Alden, 
(when  upon  his  examination),  that  truly  he  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  him  thefe  many  years,  and  had  always  ac- 
counted him  a  good  man  ;  but  indeed  now  he  fhould  be 
obliged  to  change  his  opinion.  This,  there  are  more  than 
one  or  two  did  hear,  and  are  ready  to  fwear  to,  if  not  in  fo 
many  words,  yet  as  to  its  natural  and  plain  meaning.  He 
faw  reafon  to  change  his  opinion  of  Mr.  Alden,  becaufe  that 
at  the  time  he  touched  the  poor  child,  the  poor  child  came 
out  of  her  fit.  I  fuppofe  his  Honour  never  made  the  ex- 
periment, 

*  John  Hat  borne  and  Jonathan  Curwin  were  the  moft  acliveA 
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periment,  whether  there  was  not  as  much  virtue  in  his  own 
hand  as  there  was  in  Mr.  Alden's,  to  cure  by  a  touch.  I 
know  a  man  that  will  venture  two  to  one  with  any  Salemite 
whatever,  that  let  the  matter  be  duly  managed,  and  the  af- 
flicted perfon  mall  come  out  of  her  fit  upon  the  touch  of  the 
molt  religious  hand  in  Salem.  It  is  worthily  noted  by  fome, 
that  at  fome  times  the  afflicted  will  not  prefently  come  out 
of  their  fits  upon  the  touch  of  the  fufpected  ;  and  then,  for- 
footh,  they  are  ordered  by  the  juftices  to  grafp  hard,  harder 
yet,  &c.  infomuch  that  at  length  the  afflicted  come  out  of 
their  fits  ;  and  the  reafon  is  very  good,  becaufe  that  a  touch 
of  any  hand,  and  procefs  of  time,  will  work  the  cure  ;  in- 
fallibly they  will  do  it,  as  experience  teaches. 

I  cannot  but  condemn  this  method  of  the  juftices,  of 
making  this  touch  of  the  hand  a  uule  to  difcover  witchcraft ; 
becaufe  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  it  is  forcery,  and  a  fuper- 
ftitious  method,  and  that  which  we  have  no  rule  for,  either 
from  reafon  or  religion.  The  Salem  juftices,  at  leaft  fome 
of  them,  do  afTert,  that  the  cure  of  the  afflicted  perfons  is  a 
natural  effect  of  this  touch  ;  and  they  are  fo  well  inftructed 
in  the  Cartefian  philofophy,  and  in  the  doctrine  of  effluvia, 
that  they  undertake  to  give  a  demonftration  how  this  touch 
does  cure  the  afflicted  perfons  ;  and  the  account  they  give 
of  it  is  this  ;  that  by  this  touch,  the  venomous  and  malig- 
nant particles,  that  were  ejected  from  the  eye,  do,  by  this 
means,  return  to  the  body  whence  they  came,  and  fo  leave 
the  afflicted  perfons  pure  and  whole.  I  muft  confefs  to 
you,  that  I  am  no  fmall  admirer  of  the  Cartefian  philofophy ; 
but  yet  I  have  not  fo  learned  it.  Certainly  this  is  a  ftrain 
that  it  will  by  no  means  allow  of. 

I  would  fain  know  of  thefe  Salem  gentlemen,  but  as 
yet  could  never  know,  how  it  comes  about,  that  if  thefe 
apprehended  perfons  are  witches,  and,  by  a  look  of  the  eye, 
do  caft  the  afflicted  into  their  fits  by  poifoning  them,  how 
it  comes  about,  I  fay,  that,  by  a  look  of  their  eye,  they  do 
not  caft  others  into  fits,  and  poifon  others  by  their  looks  ; 
and  in  particular,  tender,  fearful  women,  who  often  are  be- 
held by  them,  and  as  likely  as  any  in  the  whole  world  to  re- 
ceive an  ill  impreflion  from  them.  This  Salem  philofophy, 
fome  men  may  call  the  new  philofophy  ;  but  I  think  it  rather 
j  deferves  the  name  of  Salem  fuperftition  and  forcery,  and  it 
is  not  fit  to  be  named  in  a  land  of  fuch  light  as  New-Eng- 
land 
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land  is.  I  think  the  matter  might  be  better  folved  another 
way  ;  but  I  lhall  not  make  any  attempt  that  way,  further  j 
than  to  fay,  that  thefe  afflicted  children,  as  they  are  called,  j 
do  hold  correfpondence  with  the  devil,  even  in  the  efteem  j 
and  account  of  the  S.  G.  ;*  for  when  the  black  man,  i.  cm 
fay  thefe  gentlemen,  the  devil,  does  appear  to  them,  they; 
afk  him  many  queftions,  and  accordingly  give  information  j 
to  the  inquirer  ;  and  if  this  is  not  holding  correfpondence  j 
with  the  devil,  and  fomething  worfe,  I  know  not  what  is. 

But  furthermore,  I  would  fain  know  of  thefe  Salem  jus- 
tices what  need  there  is  of  further  proof  and  evidence  to ; 
convict  and  condemn  thefe  apprehended  perfons,  than  this 
look  and  touch,  if  fo  be  they  are  fo  certain  that  this  falling 
down  and  arifing  up,  when  there  is  a  look  and  a  touch,  are] 
natural  effects  of  the  (aid  look  and  touch,  and  fo  a  perfect  dem- 1 
onftration  and  proof  of  witchcraft  in  thofe  perfons.     What 
can  the  jury  or  judges  defire  more,  to  convict  any  man  of 
witchcraft,  than  a  plain  demonftration,  that  the  faid  man  is  a. 
witch  ?     Now  if  this  look  and  touch,  circumftanced  as  be- 
fore, be  a  plain  demonftration,  as  their  philofophy  teaches, 
what  need  they  feek  for  further  evidences,  when,  after  all,  it 
can  be  but  a  demonftration  ?     But  let  this  pafs  with  the 
S.  G.  for  never  fo  plain  and  natural  a  demonftration  ;  yet 
certain  is  it,  that  the  reafonable  part  of  the  world,  when  ac- 
quainted herewith,  will  laugh  at   the  demonftration,  and 
conclude  that  the  faid  S.  G.  are  actually  po Hefted,  at  leaft,  < 
with  ignorance  and  folly. 

I  moft  admire  that  Mr.  N.  N.f  the  Reverend  Teacher  at 
Salem,  who  was  educated  at  the  fchool  of  knowledge,  and  is' 
certainly  a  learned,  a  charitable,  and  a  good  man,  though  all 
the  devils  in  Hell,  and  all  the  poftefted  girls  in  Salem,  fhould 
fay  to  the  contrary  ;  at  him,  I  fay,  I  do  moft  admire  ;  that 
he  fhould  cry  up  the  above  mentioned  philofophy  after  the 
manner  that  he  does.  I  can  afture  you,  than  I  can  bring 
you  more  than  two,  or  twice  two,  {very  credible  perfons), 
that  will  affirm,  that  they  have  heard  him  vindicate  the- 
above  mentioned  demonftration  as  very  reafonable. 

Secondly,  with  refpccl  to  the  confeflbrs,  as  they  are  im- 
properly called,  or  fuch  as  confefs  themfelves  to  be  witches, 
(the  fecond  thing  you  inquire  into  in  your  lcrterj,  there  are 
now  about  fifty  of  them  in  prifon  ;  many  of  which  I  have 

' again 
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again  and  again  feen  and  heard  ;  and  I  cannot  but  tell  you, 
that  my  faith  is  ftrong  concerning  them,  that  they  are  de- 
luded, impofed  upon,  and  under  the  influence  of  fome  evil 
fpirit  ;  and  therefore  unfit  to  be  evidences  either  againft 
themfelves,  or  any  one  elfe.  I  now  fpeak  of  one  fort  of 
them,  and  of  others  afterward. 

Thefe  confefTors,  as  they  are  called,  do  very  often  contra- 
ct themfelves,  as  inconfifrently  as  is  ufual  for  any  crazed, 
diflempered  perfon  to  do.  This  the  S.  G.  do  fee  and  take 
notice  of ;  and  even  the  judges  themfelves  have,  at  fome 
times,  taken  thefe  confefTors  in  flat  lies,  or  contradictions, 
even  in  the  courts  ;  by  reafon  of  which,  one  would  have 
thought,  that  the  judges  would  have  frowned  upon  the  faid 
confefTors,  difcarded  them,  and  not  minded  one  tittle  of  any 
thing  that  they  faid  :  but  inftead  thereof,  as  fure  as  we  are 
men,  the  judges  vindicate  thefe  confefTors,  and  falve  their 
contradictions,  by  proclaiming,  that  the  devil  takes  away 
I  their  memory,  and  impofes  upon  their  brain.  If  this  reflects 
any  where,  I  am  very  forry  for  it  :  I  can  but  afTure  you, 
that,  upon  the  word  of  an  honed  man,  it  is  truth,  and  that  I 
can  bring  you  many  credible  perfons  to  witnefs  it,  who  have 
been  eye  and  ear  witnefTes  to  thefe  things. 

Thefe  confefTors  then,  at  leaft  fome  of  them,  even  in  the 
judges'  own  account,  are  under  the  influence  of  the  devil  ; 
and  the  brain  of  thefe  confefTors  is  impofed  upon  by  the 
devil,  even  in  the  judges'  account.  But  now,  if,  in  the 
judges'  account,  thefe  confefTors  are  under  the  influence  of 
the  devil,  and  their  brains  are  affected  and  impofed  upon  by 
the  devil,  fo  that  they  are  not  their  own  men,  why  then  mould 
thefe  judges,  or  any  other  men,  make  fuch  account  of,  and 
fet  fo  much  by,  the  words  of  thefe  confefTors,  as  they  do  ? 
In  fhort,  I  argue  thus  : 

If  the  devil  does  actually  take  away  the  memory  of  them 
at  fome  times,  certainly  the  devil,  at  other  times,  may  very 
reafonably  be  thought  to  affect  their  fancies,  and  to  reprefent 
falfe  ideas  to  their  imagination.  But  now,  if  it  be  thus 
granted,  that  the  devil  is  able  to  reprefent  falfe  ideas  (to 
fpeak  vulgarly)  to  the  imaginations  of  the  confefTors,  what 
man  of  fenfe  will  regard  the  confeflions,  or  any  of  the 
words,  of  thefe  confefTors  ?  -  • 

The  great  cry  of  many  of  our  neighbours  now  is,  What, 
will  you  not  believe  the  confefTors  ?  Will  you  not  believe 

men 
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men  and  women  who  confefs  that  they  have  figned  to  th^ 
devil's  book  ?  that  they  were  baptized  by  the  devii  ;  and 
that  they  were  at  the  mock-facrament  once  and  again  } 
What  !  will  you  not  believe  that  this  is  witchcraft,  smjto  that 
fuch  and  fuch  men  are  witches,  although  the  confetiors  viQ 
own  and  aflat  it  ? 

Thus,  I  fay,  many  of  our  good  neighbours  do  argue  ;  but 
methinks  they  might  loon  be  convinced  that  there  is  nothing 
at  all  in  all  thefe  their  arguings,  if  they  would  but  duly  con-. 
lider  of  the  premifes. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  think  we  mud  reft  fatisfied  in  it,  and 
be  thankful  to  God  for  it,  that  all  men  are  not  thus  bereft  of 
their  fenfes  ;  but  that  we  have  here  and  there  confederate 
and  thinking  men,  who  will  not  thus  be  impofed  upon,  and 
abufed,  by  the  fubtle  endeavours  of  the  crafty  one. 

In  the  next  place,  I  proceed  to  the  form  of  their  indict- 
ments, and  the  trials  thereupon. 

The  indictment  runs  for  forcery  and  witchcraft,  acted 
upon  the  body  of  fuch  an  one,  (fay  M.  Warren),  at  fuch  a 
particular  time,  (fay  April  14, — 92),  and  at  divers  other 
times  before  and  after,  whereby  the  faid  M.  W.  is  wafted 
and  confumed,  pined,  &c. 

Now  for  the  proof  of  the  faid  forcery  and  witchcraft,  the 
prifoner  at  the  bar  pleading  not  guilty. 

1.  The  afflicted  perfons  are  brought  into  court  ;  and 
after  much  patience  and  pains  taken  with  them,  do  take 
their  oaths,  that  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  did  afflict:  them  : 
And  here  I  think  it  very  obfervable,  that  often,  when  the 
afflicted  do  mean  and  intend  only  the  appearance  and  fhape 
of  fuch  an  one,  (fay  G.  Proctor),  yet  they  pofttively  fwear 
that  G.  Proctor  did  afflict  them  ;  and  they  have  been  al- 
lowed fo  to  do  ;  as  though  there  was  no  real  difference  be- 
tween G.  Proctor  and  the  fhape  of  G.  Proctor.  This, 
methinks,  may  readily  prove  a  ftumbling  block  to  the  jury, 
lead  them  into  a  very  fundamental  error,  and  occafion  in- 
nocent blood,  yea  the  innocenteft  blood  imaginable,  to  be  in 
great  danger.  Whom  it  belongs  unto,  to  be  eyes  unto  the 
blind,  and  to  remove  fuch  ftumbling  blocks,  I  know  full 
well  ;  and  yet  you,  and  every  one  elfe,  do  know  as  well  as 
I  who  do  not. 

2.  The  confeflbrs  do  declare  what  they  know  of  the  faid 
prifoner  ;  and  fome  of  the  confeflbrs  are  allowed  to  give 

their 
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their  oaths  ;  a  thing  which  I  believe  was  never  heard  of  in 
this  world  ;  that  fuch  as  confefs  themfelves  to  be  witches, 
to  have  renounced  God  and  Chrift,  and  all  that  is  facred, 
fhould  yet  be  allowed  and  ordered  to  fwear  by  the  name  of 
the  great  God  !  This  indeed  feemeth  to  me  to  be  a  grofs 
taking  of  God's  name  in  vain.  I  know  the  S.  G.  do  fay, 
that  there  is  hope  that  the  faid  confefTbrs  have  repented  : 
I  fhall  only  fay,  that  if  they  have  repented,  it  is  well  for 
themfelves  ;  but  if  they  have  not,  it  is  very  ill  for  you  know 
who.     But  then, 

3.  Whoever  can  be  an  evidence  againft  the  prifoner  at 
the  bar  is  ordered  to  come  into  court  ;  and  here  it  fcarce 
ever  fails  but  that  evidences,  of  one  nature  and  another,  are 
brought  in,  though,  I  think,  all  of  them  altogether  alien  to 
the  matter  of  indictment  ;  for  they  none  of  them  do  refpect 
witchcraft  upon  the  bodies  of  the  afflicted,  which  is  the 
alone  matter  of  charge  in  the  indictment. 

4.  They  are  fearched  by  a  jury  ;  and  as  to  fome  of 
them,  the  jury  brought  in,  that  on  fuch  or  fuch  a  place  there 
was  a  preternatural  excrefcence.  And  I  wonder  what  per- 
fon  there  is,  whether  man  or  woman,  of  whom  it  cannot  be 
faid  but  that,  in  fome  part  of  their  body  or  other,  there  is 
a  preternatural  excrefcence.  The  term  is  a  very  general 
and  inclufive  term. 

Some  of  the  S.  G.  are  very  forward  to  cenfure  and  con- 
demn the  poor  prifoner  at  the  bar,  becaufe  he  fheds  no  tears  : 
but  fuch  betray  great  ignorance  in  the  nature  of  paflion,  and 
as  great  heedleflhefs  as  to  common  paflages  of  a  man's  life. 
Some  there  are  who  never  fhed  tears  $  others  there  are  that 
ordinarily  fried  tears  upon  light  occafions,  and  yet  for  their 
lives  cannot  fried  a  tear  when  the  deeper):  forrow  is  upon 
their  hearts  ;  and  who  is  there  that  knows  not  thefe  things  ? 
Who  knows  not  that  an  ecftacy  of  joy  will  fometimes  fetch 
tears,  when  as  the  quite  contrary  paflion  will  fhut  them  clofe 
up  ?  Why  then  fhould  any  be  fo  filly  and  foolifh  as  to 
take  an  argument  from  this  appearance  ?  But  this  is  by  the 
by.  In  fhort,  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  is  indicted  for  forcery 
and  witchcraft  acted  upon  the  bodies  of  the  afflicted.  Now, 
for  the  proof  of  this,  I  reckon  that  the  only  pertinent  evi- 
dences brought  in  are  the  evidences  of  the  faid  afflicted. 

It  is  true,  that  over  and  above  the  evidences  of  the  af- 
flicted perfons,  there  are  many  evidences  brought  in,  againft 
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the  prifoner  at  the  bar  ;  either  that  he  was  at  a.  witch 
meeting,  or  that  he  performed  things  which  could  not  be 
done  by  an  ordinary  natural  power  ;  or  that  fhe  fold  butter 
to  a  failor  which  proving  bad  at  fea  ;  and  the  feamen  ex- 
claiming againfl:  her,  fhe  appeared,  and  foon  after  there  was 
a  ftorm,  or  the  like.  But  what  if  there  were  ten  thoufand 
evidences  of  this  nature  ^  how  do  they  prove  the  matter  of 
indictment  ?  And  if  they  do  not  reach  the  matter  of  indict- 
ment, then  I  think  it  is  clear,  that  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  is 
brought  in  guilty,  and  condemned,  merely  from  the  evi- 
dences of  the  afflicted  perfons^ 

The  S.  G.  will  by  no_  means  allow,  that  any  are  brought 
in  guilty,  and  condemned,  by  virtue  of  fpectre  evidence,  as 
it  is  called,  i.  e.  the  evidence  of  thefe  afflicted  perfons,  who 
are  faid  to  have  fpectral  eyes  ;  but  whether  it  is  not  purely 
by  virtue  of  thefe  fpectre  evidences,  that  thefe  perfons  are 
found  guilty,  (confidering  what  before  has  been  faid),  I 
leave  you,  and  any  man  of  fenCe,  to  judge  and  determine. 
When  any  man  is  indicted  for  murdering  the  perfon  of  A.  B. 
and  all  the  direct  evidence  be,  that  the  faid  man  piftolled 
the  fhadow  of  the  faid  A.  B.  though  there  be  never  fo  many 
evidences  that  the  faid  perfon  murdered  CD.  E.  F.  and 
ten  more  perfons,  yet  all  this  will  not  amount  to  a  legal 
proof,  that  he  murdered  A.  B.  ;  and  upon  that  indictment, 
the  perfon  cannot  be  legally  brought  in  guilty  of  the  faid 
indictment  ;  it  muff,  be  upon  this  fuppofition,  that  the  evi-. 
dence  of  a  man's  piflolling  the  fhadow  of  A.  B.  is  a  legal 
evidence  to  prove  that  the  faid  man  did  murder  the  perfon 
of  A.  B.  Now  no  man  will  be  fo  much  out  of  his  wits  as 
to  make  this  a  legal  evidence  ;  and  yet  this  feems  to  be  our 
cafe  ;  and  how  to  apply  it  is  very  eafy  and  obvious. 

As  to  the  late  executions,  I  fhall  only  tell  you,  that  in 
the  opinion  of  many  unprejudiced,  confiderate  and  confid- 
erable  fpectators,  fome  of  the  condemned  went  out  of  the  j 
world  not  only  with  as  great  proteftations,  but  alfo  with  as 
good  fhews  of  innocency,  as  men  could  do. 

They  protefted  their  innocency  as  in  the  prefence  of  the 
great  God,  whom  forthwith  they  were  to  appear  before  : 
they  wifhed,  and  declared  their  wifh,  that  their  blood  might 
be  the  laft  innocent  blood  fhed  upon  that  account.  With 
great  affection  they  intreated  Mr.  C.  M.*  to  pray  with  them  : 
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they  prayed  that  God  would  difcover  what  witchcrafts  were 
among  us  :  they  forgave  their  accufers  :  they  fpake  without 
reflection  on  jury  and  judges,  for  bringing  them  in  guilty, 
and  condemning  them  :  they  prayed  earneftly  for  pardon 
for  all  other  fins,  and  for  an  intereft  in  the  precious  blood  of 
our  dear  Redeemer ;  and  fecmed  to  be  very  fincere,  upright, 
and  fenflble  of  their  circumftances  on  all  accounts  ;  espe- 
cially Proffor  and  JVillard,  whofe  whole  management  of  them- 
fclves,  from  the  gaol  to  the  gallows,  and  whilft  at  the 
gallows,  was  very  affecting  and  melting  to  the  hearts  of  fome 
coniiderable  fpectators,  whom  I  could  mention  to  you  : — 
but  they  are  executed,  and  fo  I  leave  them. 

Many  things  I  cannot  but  admire  and  wonder  at,  an  ac- 
count of  which  I  fhall  here  fend  you. 

And  1.  I  do  admire  that  fome  particular  perfons,  and 
particularly  Mrs.  Thatcher  of  Bolton,  ihould  be  much 
complained  of  by  the  afflicted  perfons,  and  yet  that  the  jus- 
tices mould  never  ifTue  out  their  warrants  to  apprehend 
them,  when  as  upon  the  fame  account  they  iflue  out  their 
warrants  for  the  apprehending  aqd  imprifoning  many  others. 

This  occafions  much  difcourfe  and  many  hot  words,  and 
is  a  very  great  fcandai  and  Humbling  block  to  many  good 
people  ;  certainly  diftributive  juftice  ihould  have  its  courfe, 
without  refpect  to  perfons  ;  and  although  the  faid  Mrs. 
Thatcher  be  mother  in  law  to  Mr.  Curwin,  who  is  one  of 
the  juftices  and  judges,  yet  if  juftice  and  confcience  do  oblige 
them  to  apprehend  others  on  the  account  of  the  afflicted 
their  complaints,  I  cannot  fee  how,  without  injuftice  and 
violence  to  confcience,  Mrs.  Thatcher  can  efcape,  when  it 
is  well  known  how  much  me  is,  and  has  been,  complained 
of. 

2.  I  cannot  but  admire  that  Mr.  H.  U.*  whom  we  all 
think  innocent,  ihould  yet  be  apprehended  on  this  account, 
and  ordered  to  prifon,  by  a  mittimus  under  Mr.  Lynde's 
hand,  and  yet  that  he  ihould  be  fuffered,  for  above  a  fort- 
night, to  be  in  a  private  houfe  ;  and  after  that,  to  quit  the 
houfe,  the  town,  and  the  province,  and  yet  that  authority 
ihould  not  take  effectual  notice  of  it.  Methinks  that  fame 
juftice,  that  actually  imprifoned  others,  and  refufed  bail  for 
them  on  any  terms,  ihould  not  be  fatisfied  without  actually 
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imprifoning  Mr.  U.  and  refufing  bail  for  him,  when  his 
cafe  is  known  to  be  the  very  fame  with  the  cafe  of  thofe 
others. 

If  he  may  be  fuffered  to  go  away,  why  may  not  others  ? 
If  others  may  not  be  fuffered  to  go,  how  in  juftice  can  he 
be  allowed  herein  ? 

3.  If  our  juftices  do  think  that  Mrs.  C.  Mr.  E.*  and 
his  wife,  Mr.  A.  and  others,  were  capital  offenders,  and 
juftly  imprifoned  on  a  capital  account,  I  do  admire  that  the 
faid  jultices  fhould  hear  of  their  efcape  from  prifon,  and 
where  they  are  gone  and  entertained,  and  yet  not  fend  forth- 
with to  the  faid  places,  for  the  furrendcring  of  them,  that 
juftice  might  be  done  them.  In  other  capitals  this  has  been 
praetifed  ;  why  then  is  it  not  praetifed  in  this  cafe,  if  really 
judged  to  be  fo  heinous  as  is  made  for  ? 

4.  I  cannot  but  admire,  that  any  fhould  go  with  their 
diftempered  friends  and  relations  to  the  afflicted  children,  to 
know  what  their  diftempered  friends  ail  ;  whether  they  are 
not  bewitched  ;  who  it  is  that  afflicts  them,  and  the  like. 
It  is  true,  I  know  no  reafon  why  thefe  afflicted  may  not  be 
confulted  as  well  as  any  other,  if  fo  be  that  it  was  only  their 
natural  and  ordinary  knowledge  that  was  had  recourfe  to  : 
but  it  is  not  on  this  notion  that  thefe  afflicted  children  are 
fought  unto  ;  but  as  they  have  a  fupernatural  knowledge  ; 
a  knowledge  which  they  obtain  by  their  holding  correfpond  - 
ence  with  fpectres  or  evil  fpirits,  as  they  themfelves  grant. 
This  confulting  of  thefe  afflicted  children,  as  abovefaid, 
feems  to  me  to  be  a  very  grofs  evil,  a  real  abomination,  not 
fit  to  be  known  in  N.  E.  and  yet  is  a  thing  praetifed,  not 
only  by  Tom  and  John — I  mean  the  ruder  and  more  igno- 
rant fort — but  by  many  who  profefs  high,  and  pafs  among 
us  for  fomeof  the  better  fort.  This  is  that  which  aggra- 
vates the  evil,  and  makes  it  heinous  and  tremendous  ;  and 
yet  this  is  not  the  worft  of  it,  for,  as  fure  as  I  now  write  to 
you,  even  fome  of  our  civil  leaders,  and  fpiritual  teachers, 
who,  I  think,  fhould  punifri  and  preach  down  fuch  forcery 
and  wickednefs,  do  yet  allow  of,  encourage,  yea,  and  prac- 
tife  this  very  abomination. 

I  know  there  are  feveral  worthy  gentlemen  in  Salem,  who 
account  this  practice  as  an  abomination,  have  trembled  to 
fee  the  methods  of  this  nature  which  others  have  ufed,  and 
_____  ^ave 
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liave  declared  themfelves  to  think  the  practice  to  be  very 
evil  and  corrupt  ;  but  all  avails  little  with  the  abettors  of 
the  faid  practice. 

A  perfon  from  Bofton,  of  no  fmall  note,  carried  up  his 
child  to  Salem,  near  20  miles,  on  purpofe  that  he  might 
confult  the  afflicted  about  his  child  ;  which  accordingly  he 
did  ;  and  the  afflicted  told  him,  that  his  child  was  afflicted 
by  Mrs.  Cary  and  Mrs.  Obinfon.  The  man  returned  to 
Bofton,  and  went  forthwith  to  the  juftices  for  a  warrant  to 
feize  the  faid  Obinfon,  (the  faid  Cary  being  out  of  the 
way)  ;  but  the  Bofton  juftices  faw  reafon  to  deny  a  warrant. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  I.  M.*  of  Bofton,  took  occafion  feverely  to 
reprove  the  faid  man  ;  afking  him,  whether  there  was  not 
a  God  in  Bofton,  that  he  fhould  go  to  the  devil  in  Salem 
for  advice  ;  warning  him  very  feriouily  againft  fuch  naughty 
practices  ;  which,  I  hope,  proved  to  the  conviction  and 
good  of  the  faid  perfon  ;  if  not,  his  blood  will  be  upon  his 
own  head. 

This  confulting  of  thefe  afflicted  children,  about  their 
fick,  was  the  unhappy  beginning  of  the  unhappy  troubles  at 
poor  Andover  :  Horfe  and  man  were  fent  to  Salem  village, 
from  the  faid  Andover,  for  fome  of  the  faid  afflicted  ;  and 
more  than  one  or  two  of  them  were  carried  down  to  fee 
Ballard's  wife,  and  to  tell  who  it  was  that  did  afflict  her. 
I  underftand  that  the  faid  B.  took  advice  before  he  took 
this  method  ;  but  what  pity  was  it,  that  he  fhould  meet 
with,  and  hearken  to  fuch  bad  counfellors  ?  Poor  Andover 
does  now  rue  the  day  that  ever  the  faid  afflicted  went  among 
them  ;  they  lament  their  folly,  and  are  an  object  of  great 
pity  and  commiferation.  Capt.  B.  and  Mr.  St.  are  com- 
plained of  by  the  afflicted,  have  left  the  town,  and  do  ab- 
fcond.  Deacon  Fry's  wife,  Capt.  Ofgood's  wife,  and  fome 
others,  remarkably  pious  and  good  people  in  repute,  are  ap- 
prehended and  imprifoned  ;  and  that  which  is  more  admira- 
ble, the  forementioned  women  are  become  a  kind  of  confef- 
fors,  being  firft  brought  thereto  by  the  urgings  and  arguings 
of  their  good  hufbands,  who,  having  taken  up  that  corrupt 
and  highly  pernicious  opinion,  that  whoever  were  accufed 
by  the  afflicted,  were  guilty,  did  break  charity  with  their 
dear  wives,  upon  their  being  accufed,  and  urge  them  to  con- 
fefs  their  guilt  ;  which  fo  far  prevailed  with  them  as  to 
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make  them  fay,  they  were  afraid  of  their  being  in  the  fnare 
of  the  devil  ;  and  which,  through  the  rude  and  barbarou: 
methods*  that  were  afterwards  ufed  at  Salem,  iflued  in  fome- 
what  plainer  degrees  of  confeflion,  and  was  attended  with 
imprifonment.  The  good  deacon  and  captain  are  now  fen- 
fible  of  the  error  they  were  in  ;  do  grieve  and  mourn  bit- 
terly, that  they  fhould  break  their  charity  with  their  wives, 
and  urge  them  to  confefs  themfelves  witches.  They  now 
fee  and  acknowledge  their  ralhnefs  and  uncharitablenefs,  and 
are  very  fit  objects  for  the  pity  and  prayers  of  every  good 
chriftian.  Now  I  am  writing  concerning  Andover,  I  can- 
not omit  the  opportunity  of  fending  you  this  information  ; 
that  whereas  there  is  a  report  fpread  abroad  the  country, 
how  that  they  were  much  addicted  to  forcery  in  the  faid 
town,  and  that  there  were  forty  men  in  it  that  could  raife 
the  devil  as  well  as  any  aftrologer,  and  the  like  ;  after  the 
bed  fearch  that  I  can  make  into  it,  it  proves  a  mere  (lander, 
and  a  very  unrighteous  imputation. 

The  Rev.  Elders  of  the  faid  place  were  much  furprifed 
upon  their  hearing  of  the  faid  report,  and  faithfully  made 
inquiry  about  it  ;  but  the  whole  of  naughtinefs,  that  they 
could  difcover  and  find  out,  was  only  this,  that  two  or  three 
girls  had  foolifhly  made  ufe  of  the  fievc  and  fcilfors,  as  chil- 
dren have  done  in  other  towns.  This  method  of  the  girls 
I  do  not  juftify  in  any  meafure  ;  but  yet  I  think  it  very 
hard  and  unreafonable,  that  a  town  fhould  lie  under  the 
blemifh  and  fcandal  of  forceries  and  conjuration,  merely  for 
the  inconfiderate  practices  of  two  or  three  girls  in  the  faid 
town. 

5.  I  cannot  but  admire  that  the  juftices,  whom  I  think 
to  be  well-meaning  men,  fhould  fo  far  give  ear  to  the  devil, 
as  merely  upon  his  authority  to  ifTue  out  their  warrants,  and 
apprehend  people.  Liberty  was  evermore  accounted  the 
great  privilege  of  an  Englifhman  ;  but  certainly,  if  the  devil 
will  be  heard  againft  us,  and  his  teftimony  taken,  to  the 
feizing  and  apprehending  of  us,  our  liberty  vanifhes,  and  we 
are  fools  if  we  boaft  of  our  liberty.     Now,  that  the  juftices 
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have  thus  far  given  ear  to  the  devil,  I  think  may  be  mathe- 
matically demonftrated  to  any  man  of  common  fenfe  :  And 
for  the  demonstration  and  proof  hereof,  I  defire,  only,  that 
thefe  two  things  may  be  duly  confidered,  viz. 

1.  That  feveral  perfons  have  been  apprehended  purely 
upon  the  complaints  of  thefe  afflicted,  to  whom  the  afflicted 
were  perfect:  ftrangers,  and  had  not  the  leaf!  knowledge  of 
imaginable,  before  they  were  apprehended. 

2.  That  the  afflicted  do  own  an$  alTert,  and  the  jultices 
do  grant,  that  the  devil  does  inform  a.nd  tell  the  afflicted  the 
names  of  thofe  perfons  that  are  thus  unknown  unto  them. 
Now  thefe  two  things  being  duly  confidered,  I  think  it  will 
appear  evident  to  any  one,  that  the  devil's  information  is 
the  fundamental  teitimony  that  is  gone  upon  in  the  appre- 
hending of  the  aforefaid  people. 

If  I  believe  fuch  or  fuch  an  afTertion  as  comes  immedi- 
ately from  the  minifter  of  God  in  the  pulpit,  becaufe  it  is 
the  word  of  the  everliving  God,  I  build  my  faith  on  God's 
teftimony  :  and  if  I  practife  upon  it,  this  my  practice  is 
properly  built  on  the  word  of  God  :  even  fo  in  the  cafe 
before  us. 

If  I  believe  the  afflicted  perfons  as  informed  by  the  devil, 
and  act  thereupon,  this  my  act  may  properly  be  faid  to  be 
grounded  upon  the  teftimony  or  information  of  the  devil. 
And  now,  if  things  are  thus,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  for  a 
lamentation  to  you  and  me,  and  all  fuch  as  would  be  ao- 
counted  good  chriftians. 

If  any  Ihould  fee  the  force  of  this  argument,  and  upon  it 
fay,  (as  I  heard  a  wife  and  good  judge  once  propofe),  that 
they  know  not  but  that  God  Almighty,  or  a  good  fpirit, 
does  gives  this  information  to  thefe  afflicted  perfons  ;  I 
make  anfwer  thereto,  and  fay,  that  it  is  molt  certain  that  it 
is  neither  Almighty  God,  nor  yet  any  good  fpirit,  that  gives 
this  information  ;  and  my  reafon  is  good,  becaufe  God  is  a 
God  of  truth  ;  and  the  good  fpirits  will  not  lie;  :  whereas 
thefe  informations  have  feveral  times  proved  falfe,  when  the 
accufed  were  brought  before  the  afflicted. 

6.  I  cannot  but  admire  that  thefe  afflicted  perfons  fhould 
be  fo  much  countenanced  and  encouraged  in  their  accufa- 
tions  as  they  are  :  I  often  think  of  the  Groton  woman,  that 
was  afflicted,  an  account  of  which  we  have  in  print,  and  is 
a  moil  certain  truth,  not  to  be  doubted  of.     I  mall  only  fay, 
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that  there  was  as  much  ground,  in  the  hour  of  it,  to  coun- 
tenance the  faid  Groton  woman,  and  to  apprehend  and 
imprifon,  on  her  accufations,  as  there  is  now  to  coun- 
tenance thefe  afflicted  perfons,  and  to  apprehend  and  im- 
prifon on  their  accufations.  But  furthermore,  it  is  worthy 
of  our  dcepenV  confederation,  that  in  the  conclufion,  (after 
multitudes  have  been  imprifoned,  and  many  have  been  put 
to  death),  thefe  afflicted  perfons  mould  own  that  all  was  a 
mere  fancy  and  delufion  of  the  devil's,  as  the  Groton  wo- 
man did  own  and  acknowledge  with  refpecl  to  herfelf  ;  if, 
I  fay,  in  after  times,  this  be  acknowledged  by  them,  how 
can  the  juftices,  judges,  or  any  elfe  concerned  in  thefe  mat- 
ters, look  back  upon  thefe  things  without  the  greatest  of 
forrow  and  grief  imaginable  ?  I  confefs  to  you,  it  makes  me 
tremble  when  I  feriouily  confider  of  this  thing.  I  have 
heard  that  the  chief  judge*  has  exprefTedhimfelf  very  hardly 
of  the  accufed  woman  at  Groton,  as  though  he  believed  her 
to  be  a  witch  to  this  day  ;  but  by  fuch  as  knew  the  faid 
woman,  this  is  judged  a  very  uncharitable  opinion  of  the 
faid  judge,  and  I  do  not  undcrftand  that  any  are  profelytecl 
thereto. 

Rev.  Sir,  thefe  things  I  cannot  but  admire  and  wonder 
at.  Now,  if  fo  be  it  is  the  effedt  of  my  dulnefs  that  I  thus 
admire,  I  hope  you  will  pity,  not  cenfure  me :  but  if,  on  the 
contrary,  thefe  things  are  juft  matter  of  admiration,  I  know 
that  you  will  join  with  me  in  exprefling  your  admiration 
hereat. 

The  chief  judge  is  very  zealous  in  thefe  proceedings,  and 
fays,  he  is  very  clear  as  to  all  that  hath  as  yet  been  acted  by 
this  court,  and,  as  far  as  ever  I  could  perceive,  is  very  im* 
patient  in  hearing  any  thing  that  looks  another  way.  I 
very  highly  honour  and  reverence  the  wifdom  and  integrity 
of  the  faid  judge,  and  hope  that  this  matter  fhall  not  diminim. 
my  veneration  for  his  honour  :  however,  I  cannot  but  fay, 
my  great  fear  is,  that  wifdom  and  counfel  -are  withheld  from 
his  honour  as  to  this  matter,  which  yet  I  look  upon  not  fo 
much  as  a  judgment  to  his  honour  as  to  this  poor  land. 

But  although  the  chief  judge,  and  fome  of   the  other    : 
judges,  be  very  zealous  in  thefe  proceedings,  yet  this  youp 
may  take  for  a  truth,  that  there  are  feveral  about  the  Bay, 
men  for  undcrftanding,  judgment,  and  piety,  inferior  to 

few, 
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few,  if  any,  in  N.  E.  that  do  utterly  condemn  the  faid  pro- 
ceedings, and  do  freely  deliver  their  judgment  in  the  cafe 
to  be  this,  viz.  that  thefe  methods  will  utterly  ruin  and  undo 
poor  N.  E.  I  (hall  nominate  fome  of  thefe  to  you,  viz. 
The  Hon.  Simon  Bradftreet,  Efq.  [our  late  governor]  ;  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Danforth,  Efq.  [our  late  deputy-governor]  ; 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Increafe  Mather,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel 
Willard.  Major  N.  Saltonftall,  Efq.  who  was  one  of  the 
judges,  has  left  the  court,  and  is  very  much  difTatisfied  with 
the  proceedings  of  it.  Excepting  Mr.  Hale,  Mr.  Noyes,  and 
Mr.  Parris,  the  Rev.  Elders,  almoft  throughout  the  whole 
country,  are  very  much  difTatisfied.  Several  of  the  late  juf- 
tices,  viz.  Thomas  Graves,  Efq.  N.  Byfield,  Efq.  Francis 
Foxcroft,  Efq.  are  much  difTatisfied  ;  alfo  feveral  of  the 
prefent  juftices  :  and  in  particular,  fome  of  the  Bofton  juf- 
tices,  were  refolved  rather  to  throw  up  their  commiflions 
than  be  active  in  difturbing  the  liberty  of  their  majefties' 
fubjects,  merely  on  the  accufations  of  thefe  afflicted,  pof- 
fefled  children. 

Finally  ;  the  principal  gentlemen  in  Bofton,  and  there- 
about, are  generally  agreed  that  irregular  and  dangerous 
methods  have  been  taken  as  to  thefe  matters. 

Sir,  I  would  not  willingly  lead  you  into  any  error,  and 
herefore  would  defire  you  to  note, 
1 .  That  when  I  call  thefe  afflicted  « the  affiled  children," 
would  not  be  underflood  as  though  I  meant,  that  all  that 
ire  afflicted  are  children  :  there  are  feveral  young  men  and 
omen  that  are  afflicted,  as  well  as  children  :  but  this  term 
las  mod  prevailed  among  us,  becaufe  of  the  younger  fort 
hat  were  firft  afflicted,  and  therefore  I  make  ufe  of  it. 

1.  That  when  I  fpeak  of  the  Salem  gentlemen,  I  would 
lot  be  underftood  as  though  I  meant  every  individual  gen- 
leman  in  Salem  ;  nor  yet  as  though  I  meant,  that  there 
|vere  no  men  but  in  Salem  that  run  upon  thefe  notions  : 
bme  term  they  muft  have,  and  this  feems  not  improper,  be- 
:aufe  in  Salem  this  fort  of  gentlemen  does  moft  abound. 

3.  That  other  juftices  in  the  country,  befides  the  Salem 
uftices,  have  iffued  out  their  warrants,  and  imprifoned,  on 
he  accufations  of  the  afflicted  as  aforefaid  ;  and  therefore, 
vhen  I  fpeak  of  the  Salem  juftices,  I  do  not  mean  them 
[xclufively. 

4.  That  as  to  the  above  mentioned  judges,  that  are 
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commifliojxed  for  this  court  at  Salem,  five  of  them  do  be- 
long to  Suffolk  county  ;  four  of  which  five  do  belong  to 
Bofton  ;*  and  therefore  I  fee  no  reafon  why  Bofton  mould 
talk  of  Salemi  as  though  their  own  judges  had  had  no  hand 
in  thefe  proceedings  at  Salem. 

Nineteen  perfons  have  now  been  executed,  and  one  prefTed 
to  death  for  a  mute  :  feven  more  are  condemned  ;  two  of 
which  are  reprieved,  becaufe  they  pretend  their  being  with 
child  ;  one,  viz.  Mrs.  Bradbury  of  Salifbury,  from  the  in- 
terceflion  of  fome  friends  ;  and  two  or  three  more,  becaufe 
they  are  confeffors. 

The  court  is  adjourned  to  the  firft  Tuefday  in  Novem- 
ber, then  to  be  kept  at  Salem  :  between  this  and  then  will 
be  the  great  affembly,  and  this  matter  will  be  a  peculiar 
matter  of  their  agitation.  I  think  it  is  matter  of  earner!:  fup- 
plication  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  that  he  would  afford 
his  gracious  prefence  to  the  faid  affembly,  and  direct  th,em 
aright  in  this  weighty  matter.  Our  hopes  are  here  ;  and  if,  I 
at  this  juncture,  God  does  not  gracioufly  appear  for  us,  I J 
think  we  may  conclude  that  N.  E.  is  undone  and  undone. 

I  am  very  fenfible,  that  it  is  irkfome  and  difagreeable  to 
go  back,  when  a  man's  doing  fo  is  an  implication  that  he 
has  been  walking  in  a  wrong  path  :  however,  nothing  is 
more  honourable  than,  upon  due  conviction,  to  retract  and 
undo,  fo  far  as  may  be,  what  has  been  amifs  and  irregular. 

I  would  hope  that,  in  the  conclufion,  both  the  judges 
and  juitices  will  fee  and  acknowledge  that  fuch  were  their 
befl  friends  and  advifers  as  diffuaded  from  the  methods 
which  they  have  taken,  though  hitherto  they  have  been  an- 
gry with  them,  and  apt  to  fpeak  very  hardly  of  them. 

I  cannot  but  highly  applaud,  and  think  it  our  duty  to  be 
very  thankful,  for  the  endeavours  of  feveral  elders,  whofe 
lips,  I  think,  mould  preferve  knowledge,  and  whofe  counfel 
fhould,  I  think,  have  been  more  regarded,  in  a  cafe  of  this 
nature,  than  as  yet  it  has  been  :  in  particular,  I  cannot  but 
think  very  honorably  of  the  endeavours  of  a  Rev.  perfon  in 
Bofton,  t  whofe  good  affection  to  his  country  in  general, 
and  fpiritual  relation  to  three  of  the  judges  in  particular, 

has 
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has  made  him  very  folicitous  and  induftrious  in  this  matter  ; 
and  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  had  his  notions  and  propofals 
been  hearkened  to,  and  followed,  when  thefe  troubles  were 
in  their  birth,  in  an  ordinary  way,  they  would  never  have 
grown  unto  that  height  which  now  they  have.  He  has  as 
yet  met  with  little  but  unkindnefs,  abufe,  and  reproach  from 
many  men  ;  but  I  truft  that,  in  after  times,  his  wifdom  and 
fervice  will  find  a  more  univerfal  acknowledgment  \  and  if 
not,  his  reward  is  with  the  Lord. 

Two  or  three  things  I  mould  have  hinted  to  you  before, 
but  they  flipped  my  thoughts  in  their  proper  place. 

Many  of  thefe  afflicted  perfons,  who  have  fcores  of  ftrange 
fits  in  a  day,  yet  in  the  intervals  of  time  are  hale  and  hearty, 
robuft  and  lurry,  as  though  nothing  had  afflicted  them.  I 
remember  that  when  the  chief  Judge  gave  the  firft  jury  their 
charge,  he  told  them,  that  they  were  not  to  mind  whether 
the  bodies  of  the  faid  afflicted  were  really  pined  and  con- 
fumed,  as  was  expreffed  in  the  indictment ;  but  whether  the 
faid  afflicted  did  not  fuffer  from  the  accufed  fuch  afflictions 
as  naturally  tended  to  their  being  pined  and  confumed,  wait- 
ed, Sec.  This,  faid  he,  is  a  pining  and  confuming  in  the 
fenfe  of  the  law.     I  add  not. 

Furthermore  :  Thefe  afflicted  perfons  do  fay,  and  often 
have  declared  it,  that  they  can  fee  fpectres  when  their  eyes 
are  {hut,  as  well  as  when  they  are  open.  This  one  thing  I 
evermore  accounted  as  very  obfervable,and  that  which  might 
ferve  as  a  good  key  to  unlock  the  nature  of  thefe  myfterious 
troubles,  if  duly  improved  by  us.  Can  they  fee  fpectres  when 
their  eyes  are  {hut  ?  I  am  fure  they  lie,  at  leavt  fpeak  falfely, 
if  they  fay  fo  ;  for  the  thing,  in  nature,  is  an  utter  impoilibil- 
ity.  It  is  true,  they  may  ftrongly  fancy,  or  have  things  re- 
prefented  to  their  imagination,  when  their  eyes  are  fhut ;  and 
I  think  this  is  all  which  ought  to  be  allowed  to  thefe  blind, 
nonfenfical  girls  ;  and  if  our  officers  and  courts  have  appre- 
hended, imprifoned,  condemned,  and  executed  our  guiltlefs 
neighbours,  certainly  our  error  is  great,  and  we  fhall  rue  it 
in  the  conclufion.  There  are  two  or  three  other  things  that 
I  have  obferved  in  and  by  thefe  afflicted  perfons,  which 
make  me  (trongly  fufpect  that  the  devil  impofes  upon  their 
brains,  and  deludes  their  fancy  and  imagination  ;  and  that 
the  devil's  book  (which  they  fay  has  been  offered  them)  is  a 
mere  fancy  of  theirs,  and  no  reality  :  That  the  witches' 
L         {Vol.  v.']  meeting, 
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meeting,  the  devil's  baptifm,  and  mock  facraments,  which 
they  oft  fpeak  of,  are  nothing  elfe  but  the  effect  of  their  fan- 
cy, depraved  and  deluded  by  the  devil,  and  not  a  reality  to 
be  regarded  or  minded  by  any  wife  man.  And  whereas  the 
confeflbrs  have  owned  and  afferted  the  faid  meetings,  the 
faid  baptifm,  and  mock  facrament,  (which  the  S.  G.  and 
fome  others,  make  much  account  of),  I  am  very  apt  to  think, 
that,  did  you  know  the  circumftances  of  the  faid  confeflbrs, 
you  would  not  be  fwayed  thereby,  any  otherwife  than  to,  be 
confirmed,  that  all  is  perfect  devilifm,  and  an  hellifli  defign 
to  ruin  and  deftroy  this  poor  land  :  For  whereas  there  are 
of  the  faid  confeflbrs  55  in  number,  fome  of  them  are  known 
to  be  diftracled,  crazed  women,  fomething  of  which  you  may 
fee  by  a  petition  lately  offered  to  the  chief  Judge,  a  copy 
whereof  I  may  now  fend  you  :  others  of  them  denied  theif 
guilt,  and  maintained  their  innocency  for  above  eighteen 
hours,  after  mod  violent,  diftradting,  and  dragooning  meth- 
ods had  been  ufed  with  them,  to  make  them  confefs.  Such 
methods  they  were,  that  more  than  one  of  the  faid  confeflbrs 
did  fince  tell  many,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  that  they  thought 
their  very  lives  would  have  gone  out  of  their  bodies  ;  and 
wifhed  that  they  might  have  been  caft  into  the  loweil  dun- 
geon, rather  than  be  tortured  with  fuch  repeated  buzzings 
and  chuckings  and  unreafonable  urgings  as  they  were  treated 
withal. 

They  foon  recanted  their  confeflions,  acknowledging,  with 
forrow  and  grief,  that  it  was  an  hour  of  great  temptation 
with  them  j  and  I  am  very  apt  to  think,  that  as  for  five  of 
fix  of  the  faid  confeflbrs,  if  they  are  not  very  good  Chriftian 
women,  it  will  be  no  eafy  matter  to  find  fo  many  good 
Chriftian  women  in  N.  E.  But,  finally,  as  to  about  thirty 
of  thefe  fifty- five  confeflbrs,  they  are  pofleflTed  (I  reckon) 
with  the  devil,  and  afflicted  as  the  children  are,  and  therefore 
not  fit  to  be  regarded  as  to  any  thing  they  fay  of  themfelvej 
or  others.  And  whereas  the  S.  G.  do  fay  that  thefe  confef- 
fors  made  their  confeflions  before  they  were  afflicted,  it  is 
abfolutely  contrary  to  univerfal  experience,  as  far  as  ever  I 
could  underftand.  It  is  true,  that  fome  of  thefe  have  made 
their  confeflion  before  they  had  their  falling,  tumbling  fits, 
but  yet  not  abfolutely  before  they  had  any  fits  and  marks  of 
pofleflion,  for  (as  the  S.  G.  know  full  well)  when  thefe  per- 
fons  were  about  firft  confeffing,  their  mouths  would  be 

flopped. 
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flopped,  and  their  throats  affected,  as  though  there  was 
danger  of  ftrangling,  and  afterward  (it  is  true)  came  their 
tumbling  fits.  So  that,  I  fay,  the  confedions  of  thefe  per- 
fons  were  in  the  beginning  of  their  fits,  and  not  truly  before 
their  fits,  as  the  S.  G.  would  make  us  believe. 

Thus,  fir,  I  have  given  you  as  full  a  narrative  of  thefe 
matters  as  readily  occurs  to  my  mind,  and  I  think  every  word 
of  it  is  matter  of  fad  ;  the  feveral  glofles  and  defcants 
whereupon,  by  way  of  reafoning,  I  refer  to  your  judgment, 
whether  to  approve  or  difapprove. 

What  will  be  the  ifTue  of  thefe  troubles,  God  only  knows  ; 
I  am  afraid  that  ages  will  not  wear  off  that  reproach  and 
thofe  ftains  which  thefe  things  will  leave  behind  them  upon 
our  land.  I  pray  God  pity  us,  humble  us,  forgive  us,  and 
appear  mercifully  for  us  in  this  our  mount  of  diflrefs  :  here- 
with 1  conclude,  and  fubferibe  myfelf, 

Reverend  fir,  your  real  friend  and  humble  fervant, 

T.  B. 

[N.  B.  As  there  is  no  fuperfcription  on  the  copy  of  this  letter t 
it  is  not  known  to  whom  it  was  addreffed.~\ 

To  the  Hon.  William  Stoughton,  Efq.  Chief  Judge  of  their 
Majefties*  Special  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  holden 
at  Salem,  &c.  The  humble  petition  of  Rebeccah  Fox 
fheweth, 

THAT  whereas  Rebeccah  Jacobs  [the  daughter  of 
your  humble  petitioner]  has  long  lien  in  prifon  for  witch- 
craft, and  flie  at  fome  times  has  uttered  hard  words  of  her- 
felf,  as  though  fhe  had  killed  her  child,  which  words  are 
much  accounted  of,  as  is  famed,  Sec. — Thefe  may  acquaint 
your  Honour,  that  the  faid  Rebeccah  Jacobs  is  a  woman 
broken  and  diftracled  in  her  mind,  and  that  fhe  has  been  fo 
at  times  above  thefe  twelve  years  ;  and  this  I  am  ready  to 
take  my  oath  to,  and  I  can  bring  feveral  others  that  will  do 
the  like,  and  therefore  your  humble  petitioner  thought  her- 
felf  bound  in  confeience,  for  your  Honour's  information,  to 
declare  the  fame  to  your  Honour,  and  prays  that  due  regard 
may  be  had  thereto,  that  fo  there  may  not  be  a  ftrefs  laid 
on  the  confeffion  of  a  di (traded  woman,  to  the  prejudice  of 
her  life.  So,  not  doubting  of  your  Honour's  integrity  in 
this  matter,  your  petitioner  prays  to  Almighty  God,  that 

wifdom 
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wifdom  may  not  be  with-holden  from  your  Honour,  who  is 
wife,  and  fubfcribes  herfelf,  honourable  fir,  your  Honour's 
dutiful  fervant,  R.  F. 

This,  fir,  is  a  true  copy  of  what  was  offered  to  the  Chief 
Judge ;  however,  the  poor  woman  had  the  bill  found  againft 
her  by  the  Grand  Jury,  and  (lands  now  indicted,  and  is 
arraigned. 


Vocabulary  of  the  Narroganset  Language.. 

[In  the  third  volume  of  the  Collections,  p.  203,  we  publifhed  large  ex- 
tracts from  R.  Williams's  Key  into  the  Language  of  the  Indians 
of  New-England.  In  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  Dr.  Barton,* 
Correfponding  Member  of  the  Hiftorical  Society,  and  of  other  gen- 
tlemen whofe  opinions  we  refpect,  we  now  prefent  to  the  publick  the 
remaining  part  of  the  Vocabulary.] 

Chap.   I. 

NEEN  ;  I.  Keen  ;  you.  Ewo ;  be.  Keen  ka  neen  ;  you- 
and  I.  Afco  wequaflin  ;  or  Afco  wequaflunnummis  ; 
good  morrow.  Afkuttaaquompfin  ;  bow  do  you  ?  Afnpaump^- 
mauntam  ;  /  am  very  well.  Taubot  paump  mauntaman  ; 
1  am  glad  you  are  well.  Cowaunkamuck  ;  be  falutes  you. 
Afpaumpmauntam  fachim  ;  bow  dotb  the  prince  ?  Afpaump- 
mauntam  committamus  ;  how  doth  your  wife  f  Afpaump- 
mauntamwock  cummuckiaug  ;  how  do  your  children  f 
Konkeeteaug  ;  they  are  well.  Taubot  ne  paump  rnaunt- 
hettit  •  lam  glad  they  are  well.  Tun.na  cowaum  ;  or  Tuck- 
otefhana  ;  whence  come  you  ?  Yo  nowaum  ;  /  came  that  way. 
Nawwatuck  notefhem  ;  /  came  from  far.  Mattaafu  note- 
fhem  ;  /  came  from  hard  by.  Wetuomuck  notefhem  ;  / 
came  from  the  houfe.  Acawmuck  notefhem  ;  /  came  over  the 
zvater.  Tunnock  kuttome  ;  whither  go  you  f:  Wekick  nit- 
tome  ;  to  the  houfe.  Nekick  ;  to  my  houfe.  Kekick  ;  to 
your  houfe.  Tuckowekin  ;  where  dwell  you  f  Tuckuttiin  ; 
where  keep  you  ?  Tou  wuttiin  ;  where  lives  be  f  Awanick 
uchick  ;  who  are  tbefe  f  Awaun  ewo  ;  who  is  that  f  Tunna 

umwock ; 

*  I  exceedingly  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  original 
work,  [Williams's  Key.]  My  information  concerning  it  is  derived  from  the 
Collections  of  the  MafTachufetts  Hiftorical  Society.  I  hope  the  Society  will 
be  induced  to  publilh,  in  fome  future  number  of  their  valuable  work,  the  whole 
of  the  vocabulary.  Barton's  New  Views  of  the  Origin  of  the  Tribes  and 
Nations  of  America.    Philadelphia.  1797.    p.  lxiii. 
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iumwock  ;  or  Tunna  wutfhauock  ;  whence  come  they  ?  Yo  no- 
wekin  ;  I  dwell  here.  Yo  ntiin  ;  /  live  here.  Eiu  ;  or  Nniu  ; 
is  it  Jo  f  Nux;  yea.  Mat  nippompirarnmen  ;  I  have  heard 
nothing.  Tocketuffaweitch ;  what  is  your  name?  Taantuffawefe; 

do  you  aft  my  name  f    NtufTawefe ;  lam  called .    No- 

wannehick  nowefuonck  ;  /  have  forgot  my  name.  Tahena ; 
what  is  his  name  ?  Tahoflbwetam  ;  what  is  the  name  of  it* 
Tahettamen  ;  what  call  you  this  f  Tcaqua  ;  what  is  this  f  Yo 
jneepoufh  ;  ftay  or  ft  and  here.  Mattapfh  ;  fit  down.  Noon- 
fhem  ;  or  Nonanum  ;  /  cannot.  Tavvhitch  kuppee  yaumen  ; 
what  come  you  for  f  Teaqua  kunnauntamen;  what  do  you  fetch  ? 
Chenock  cuppeeyaumis  ;  when  came  you  f  Maiih  kitummayi ; 
tuft  even  now.  Kitummayi  nippeeam  ;  I  fame  juft  now.  Yo 
committamus  ;  is  this  your  wife  ?  Yo  cuppappoos  ;  is  this 
your  child  ?  Yo  cummuckquachucks  ;  is  this  your  f on  ?  Yo 
cuttaunis  ;  is  this  your  daughter  f  Wunnetu  ;  it  is  a  fine  child. 
Ta  which  neepouweeyean  ;  why  ft  and  you  f  Puckquatchick  ; 
without  doors  f  Taw  hitch  mat  pe  titeayean  ;  why  come  you 
not  in  f  Awaffifh  ,•  warm  you.  Mattapfh  yotcg  ;  fit  by  the 
fire.  Tocketunnawem  ;  what  fay  you  ?  Keen  netop  ;  is  it 
you,  friend!  Peeyaufh  netop  •  come  hither  t  friend.  Petitees  ; 
come  in.  Kunnunni  ;  have  you  feen  me  ?  Kunnunnous  ;  / 
have  feen  you.  Taubot  mequaun  namean  ;  /  thank  you  for 
your  kind  remembrance.  Taubotneanawayean  ;  /  thank  you. 
Taubotne  aunanamean  ;  I  thank  you  for  your  love.  Cowam- 
maunm  ;  I  love  you.  Cowammaunuck  ;  he  loves  you. 
Cowammaus  ;  you  are  loving.  Cowautam  ;  underftand  you  ? 
Nowautam  ;  /  underftand.  Cowawtam  tawhitche  nippce- 
yaumen  ;  do  you  know  why  I  come  ?  Cow7annantam  ;  have 
you  forgotten  ?  Awanagufantowofh  ;  fpeak  Englijh.  Eenan- 
towafh  ;  fpeak  Indian.  Cutehanfhifhaumo  ;  how  many  were 
you  in  company  ?  Kunnimifhem  ;  are  you  alone  ?  Nnifhifhem  ; 
I  am  alone.  Naneefhaumo  ;  there  be  two  of  us.  Nanfhwim- 
awmen  ;  we  are  four.  Npiuckfhawmen  ;  we  are  ten. 
Neefneechecktafhaumen  ;  we  are  twenty.  Nquitpaufuck- 
owafhawmen  ;  we  are  an  hundred.  Comiihoonhommis  ; 
did  you  come  by  boat  ?  Kuttiakewufhaumis  ;  came  you  by  land} 
Memnomifhoon  hommin  ;  1  came  by  boat.  Mefhntiauke 
wufhem  ;  I  came  by  land.  Nippenowantawem  ;  I  am  of  an- 
other'language.  Penowantowawhettuock  ;  they  are  of  a  di- 
verfe  language.  Mat  nowawtau  hette  mina  ;  we  underftand 
not  each  other.  Nummauchenem  ;  lamjick,     Cummauche- 

nem  ; 
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ncm  ;  are  you  fick  ?  Taftiuckquunne  cummauchenaumis 
how  long  have  you  been  fick  ?  Nummauchenriin  ;  or  Nranne 
teirnmin  ;  /  will  be  going.  Sauop  cummauchemin  ;  youjhai 
go  to-morrow.  Mauchifh  ;  or  Anakifh  ;  be  going.  Kutran 
nawfhefh  ;  depart.  Mauchei ;  or  Anittui ;  he  is  gone.  Kau 
tanaumant  ;  he  being  gone.  Mauchehettit  ;  or  Kautanaw 
fhawhettit  ;  when  they  are  gone.  Kukkowetous  ;  /  will  lodg 
with  you.  Yo  cowifh  ;  dot  lodge  here.  Hawunfliech  ;  fare 
well.  Chenock  wonck  cuppeeyeaumen  ;  when  will  you  b 
here  again  ?   Net  op  tatta  ;  my  friend,  I  cannot  tell. 

Chap.  II. 
Afcumetefimmis  ;  have  you  not  yet  eaten  ?     Matta  nic- 
cattuppummin  ;  /  am  not  hungry.      Niccawkatone ;   /  an, 
thirfty.     Mannippeno  ;  have  you  no  water  ?    Nip  ;  or  Nipe 
wefe  ;  give  me  fome  water.    Namitch,  commeteiimmin  ;  jiay 
you  mufl  eat  firfi.     Teaquacummeich  ;   what  will  you  *at  i 
Pultuckquunnege  ;  a  cake.    Puttuckquunnegunafh  puttuck- 
qui  ;  cakes  or  loaves  round.     Teagunkuttie  maunch  ;  what 
fhall  I  drefs  for  you  ?    AfTamme  ;  give  me  to  eat.    Ncattup  j 
I  am  hungry.     Wunna  ncattup  ;   I  am  very  hungry.    Nippaf- 
kanaun  turn  ;  I  am  almoft  Jlarved.     Pautous  notatam  ;  give 
me  drink.     Sokcnifh  ;  pour  forth.     Cofaume  fokenum  mis 
you  have  poured  out  too  mmh.     Wuttattafh  ;    drink.     Nquit- 
chetammin,  let  me  tafle.     Quitchetafti  ;  tajle.     Satrnqui  nip  j 
is  the  water  cool  ?  Saun  kopaugot  ;  cool  water.     Chowhefu 
it  is  warm.     Aquie  wuttattafh  ;  do  not  drink.     Aquiewaum 
atous  ;    do  not  drink  all.     Necawni  meich  teaqua  ;  firfl  eat 
fomethinz.     Tawhitch  mat  me  choan  ;    why  eat  you  not  I 
Wuffaume  kufopita  ;    it  is  too  hot.      Teaguun  nummeitch 
whatjhall  1  eat  ?  Mateag  keefitauano  ;  is  there  nothing  ready 
boiled  ?   Mateag  mecho  ewo  ;    he  eats  nothing.     Cotchikefi* 
afFamme  ;    cut  me  a  piece.     Cotchekunnemi  wee  yous  ;    cut 
me  fome  meat.      Metefittuck  ;   let  us  go  eat.     Pautiinnea 
mechimucks  5    bring  hither  fome  vicluals.     Numwautous  ; 
fill  the  dijh.     Mauchcpweeean  ;   after  I  have  eaten.     Mau- 
chepwut  ;  when  he  had  eaten.     Mauchepwucks  ;  after  meals. 
Paufhaqua  mauchepwut  ;  after  dinner.     Wayyeyant  mau- 
chepwut  j   after  Jupper.      Nquittmauntalh  ;  fmell.     Weeu 
imoquat  ;  it  fmells  fweet.     Machemoquat  //  /links.     Wee- 
kan  ;  it  is  fweet.      Machippoquat  ;  it  is  four.      Auwuflc 
wcekan  ;  it  is  fweet er.     Afkun  ;  //  is  raw.     Noonat  ;   not 
enough.    Wufaume  wekiffu  ;  too  much  either  boiled  or  roafted, 

Waumet 
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[Waumcv  ....  ;  it  is  enough.  Wuttattumutta  ;  let  us  drink. 
Neefneechahettit  taubi ;  enough  for  twenty  men.  Mattacuck- 
tquaw ;  a  cook.  Mattacucquafs ;  cook  or  drefs.  M  atcuttafiamiin ; 
[will  you  not  give  me  to  eat  ?  Keen  meitch  ;  /  pray  eat. 
pquuttame  ;  give  me  your  pipe.  Petafinna  ;  or  Wuttam- 
jmafin  ;  give  mefome  tobacco.  Ncattauntum  ;  or  Ncattiteam  ; 
U  i°ng  Jor  that.  Mauchinaafh  nouepiteafs  ;  my  teeth  are 
maught.  Nummalhackquune  aumen  ;  we  are  in  a  dearth. 
jMafhackquineaug  ;  we  have  no  food.  Aucuck  ;  a  kettle. 
jMifhquockuk  ;  a  red  copper  kettle.  Netop  kuttafTammifti  ; 
Ifriend,  I  have  brought  you  this.  Quamphafh  quamphomiinea  ; 
\take  up  for  me  out  of  the  pot.  Eippoquat  ;  it  isfweet.  Tea- 
jqua  afpuckquat ;  what  doth  it  tafte  of}  Nowetipo  ;  I  like  this. 
JWenomenealh  ;  grapes  or  raifins.  Waweecocks  ;  Jigs,  or 
i/bme  jlrange  fweet  meat.  Nemauanaih  ;  provifionfor  the  way. 
JNcmauamnnuit  ;  a  knapfack.  Tackhummin  ;  to  grind  corn. 
iTackhumiinnea  ;  beat  me  parched  meal.  Nummauchip  nup 
Viatic hepummin  ;  we  have  eaten  all.  Cowaump  ;  have  yoti 
Enough  ?  Nowaump  ;  /  have  enough.  Cummohucquock  ; 
\bey  will  eat  you. 
f  Chap.  III. 

Nfowwufhkawmen  ;   /  am    weary.     Nkataquaum  ;   / 

'am  Jleepy.     Kukkowetous  ;  Jhall  I  lodge  here  ?     Yo  nicko- 

Wemen  ;  /hall  I  Jleep  here  ?  Kukkoweti  ;  will  you  Jleep  here  I 

J^ummouaquomen  ;   /  will  lodge  abroad.     Puckaquatchick 

nickouemen  ;  /  will  Jleep  without  the  doors.     Mouaquomitea  ; 

xpt  us  lie  abroad.     Cowwetuck  ;   let  us  Jleep.     Kukkouene  ; 

fleep  you.     Cowweke  ;  Jleep,  Jleep.     Cowwewi  ;  he  is  afleep. 

Cowwewock  ;    they  Jleep.      Afkukkowene  ;  Jleep  you  yet  2 

Takitippocat  ;   it  is  a  cold  night.      Wekitippocat  ;  it  is  a 

warm  night.     Wawhautowawog  ;   there  is  an  alarm.     Mafki- 

tuafh  ;  Jhaw  to  lie  on.     Wuddtuckquunalh  ponamauta  ;  let 

\us  lay  on  wood.   Mauataunamoke  ;   mend  the  fire.     Mauatau- 

[namutta  ;   let  us  mend  the  fire.     Toketuck  ;    let  us  wake. 

jAfkuttokemis  ;  are  you  not  awake  yet  ?    Tokifh  Tokeke  ; 

\wake,wake.     Tokinilh  ;   wake  him.     Kitumyai  tokean  ;   as 

\foon  as  I  wake.     Ntunnaquomen  ;   /  have  had  a  good  dream. 

Nummattaquomen  ;  /  have  had  a  bad  dream.     Wunnakuk- 

fcufia  quam  ;  you  Jleep  much.     Peeyauntam  ;  he  prays.   Pee- 

yauntamwock  ;   they  pray.      Tunna   kukkowemis  ;    where 

fiept  vou  ?    Awaun  weick  kukkouemis  ;  at  whofe  houfe  did 

you  Jleep  ? 

Chap. 
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Chap.   IV. 

Piucknab  neefe  ;  twelve.  Piucknab  nifh  ;  thirteen* 
Neefneechick  nab  naquit ;  twenty-one.  Quuttatafhincheck  3 
fixty.  Enadatafhihcheck  ;  feventy.  Shwoafuck  tafhincheck  j 
eighty.  Pafkugic  tafhincheck  ;  ninety.  Nees  pawfuck  ;  two 
hundred.  Shweepawfuck  ;  three  hundred.  Yovve  pawfuck  ; 
four  hundred.  Napannetafhe  pawfuck  ;  Jive  hundred.  Neefe 
mittannug  ;  two  thoufand.  Nilhwe  mittannug  ;  three  thou 
/and.  Piuckque  mittannug  ;  ten  thoufand.  Neefneecheck 
tafhe  mittannug  ;  tzventy  thoufand.  Nquit  paufuckoemittan- 
nug  ;  one  hundred  thoufand. 

Chap.  V. 

Kichizuck  ;  old  men.  Kutchinnuwock  ;  middle  aged 
men.  Wufkeeneefuck  ;  youths.  Wenifuck  ;  old  women. 
Mattauntum  ;  very  old  and  decrepit.  Noweewo  ;  or  Num- 
mittumus  ;  my  wife.  Cuttofo  ;  have  you  a  father  ?  Nokafe  ; 
or  Nitchwhaw  ;  my  mother.  Niffefe  ;  my  uncle.  Nippa- 
poos  ;  or  Nummuckiefe  ;  my  child.  Nummuckquachucks  ; 
myfon.  Nittaunis  ;  my  daughter.  Muckquachuckquemefe  ; 
a  little  boy.  Squafefe  ;  a  little  girl.  Neemat  ;  my  bnther. 
Weefummis  ;  a  fifter.  Wematittuock  ;  they  are  brothers. 
Cutchamematitin  ;  how  many  brothers  have  you  ?  Natoncks  ; 
my  coujin.  Katoncks  ;  your  wufin.  Nulloquafo  ;  my  ward 
or  pupil.  Wattonkfittuock  ;  they  are  coufins.  Towiuwock  ; 
fatherlefs  children.     Tackquiuwock  ;  twins. 

Chap.   VI. 

Wetu  ;  a  houfe.  Wetuomuck  ;  at  home.  Nekick  ; 
my  houfe.  Kekick  ;  your  houfe.  Wekick  ;  at  his  houfe. 
Puttuckakaun  ;  a  round  houfe.  Puttuckakaunefe  ;  a  little 
round  houfe.  Neefquuttow  ;  a  longer  houfe  with  two  fires. 
Shwifhcuttow  ;  with  three  fires.  Note  ;  or  Yote  ;  or  Chickot ; 
or  Squutta  ;  fire.  Notawefe  ;  or  Chickautawefe  ;  a  little  fire. 
Puck  ;  fmoke.  PuckifTu  ;  fmoky.  Nippuckis  ;  fmoke  troub- 
leth  me.  Cuppoquiittemin  ;  /  will  divide  houfe  zvith  you,  or 
dwell  with  you.  Nuckquufquatch  ;  or  Nuckquufquatchimin  ; 
lam  cold.  Potouwafliteuck  ;  let  us  make  afire.  Wudtuck- 
quun  ;  a  piece  of  wood.  Wudtuckquanalh  ;  or  Ponamauta  ; 
lay  on  wood.  Powacomwufhefh  ;  eutfome  wood.  Maumafh- 
innaunam  auta  ;  lei  us  make  a  good  fire.  Npaacomwulhem  ; 
I  will  cut  wood.  Afenefhefh  ;  fetch  fomefmall ' flicks.  Wonck  ; 
or  Wonkatack  ;  more.  Wonckataganafh  naus  ;  fetch  feme 
more.     Netafliin  5  or  Newuchafhinea  j  there  is  more.     We- 

quanantafh ; 
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qiianani-   ^  ;  a  light  fire.     Wequanantig  ;  a  candle  or  light. 
Weqr  ^nafli ;  candles.     Wekinan  ;  a  light  fire.     A- 

\var^  ;  who  is  at  home  ?  Mat  awawanunno  ,  there  is  no- 
body.  Unhappo  kofh  ;  is  your  father  at  home  ?  Unnaugh  ; 
be  is  there.  Tuckiu  fachim  ;  where  is  the  fachim  ?  Mat 
apeu  ;  he  is  not  at  home.  Peyau  ;  he  is  come.  Weche  pe- 
yau  ke^mat  ;  your  brother  is  come  with  him.  Potawafh  j 
make  a  fire.  Potauntafh  \  blow  the  fire.  Peeyauog  ;  they 
are  come.  Wame  ;  all.  Paufhe  \  feme.  Tawhitch  mat 
peyayean  ;  why  came,  or  come  you  not  ?  Melh  noonmem 
peeyaun  ;  I  could  not  come.  Mocenanippeeam  ;  I  will  come 
by  and  by.  Afpeyau  afquam  ;  he  is  not  come  yet.  Yo  autant 
meili  nippeeam  ;  /  was  here  the  fun  fo  high.  Wulkont  pe- 
yauog  ;  they  will  come.  Teaqua  nauntick  ewo  ;  what  comes 
he  for  ?  Yo  appitch  ewo  ;  let  him  fit  there,  Npepeyup 
nawwot  ;  I  have  long  been  here.  Tawhitch  peyauyean  -y 
\  why  do  you  come  ?  Teaguun  kunhauntamun  ;  what  came 
be  for  ?  Awaun  ewo  ;  who  is  that  ?  Nowechiume  ;  he 
is  my  fervani.  Wecum,  naus  ;  call,  fetch.  Petiteauta  ;  let 
us  gc  in,  Noonapummin  autafhehettit  ;  there  is  not  room 
for  fo  many.  Taubapimmin  ;  room  enough.  Noonat  ;  not 
enough.  Afquam  ;  not  yet-.  Nairn  ;  or  N&mitch  ;  by  and  by. 
Moce  ;  or  Unuckquaquefe  ;  inftantly.  Maim,  kitummay  -7 
juft,  even  now.  Tuckiu  ;  or  Tiyu  ;  where.  Kukkekutto- 
kawmen  ;  would  youfpeak  with  him  I  Nux  ;  yea.  Wuttam- 
maun  tarn  ;  he  is  bufy.  Netop  notammaun  tarn  ;  friend,  I 
cm  bufy.  Cotammauntam  ;  are  you  bufy  ?  Cotammifh  ; 
/  hinder  you.  Cotammumme  ;  or  Cotamme  ;  you  trouble 
me.  Nquuffutam  ;  /  am  removing.  Notammehick  ewo  ; 
he  hinders  me.  Maumachiuafh  ;  goods.  Auquiegs  ;  houfe- 
bold  ftuff.  Tuckiiuam  ;  where  be  they  ?  Wenawwetu  ; 
rich.  Machetu  ;  poor.  Wenawwetuonckon  ;  wealth.  Kup- 
haih  ;  /hut  the  door.  Kuphommin  ;  to  Jhut  the  door. 
Yeaufh  ;  Jhut  the  door  after  you,  Wunegin  ;  well,  or  good. 
Machit  ;  naught,  or  evil.  Cowautam  ;  do  you  underfiand  ? 
Machaug  ,  no,  or  not*  Wunnauganafh  ;  trays.  Kunna- 
mauog  ;  fpoons.  Wunnauganemefe  ,  a  little  tray.  Teaqua 
cunnatinne  ;  what  do  you  look  for  ?  Natinnehas  ;  fearch. 
Kekineas  ;  fee  here,  Machage  cunna  miteouwin  ,  do  you 
find  nothing  ?  Wonckatack  ;  another.  Tunnati  ;  where. 
JSftauhaunanatinnehomrnln  ;  I  cannot  look  or  fearch-  Ntau- 
M        [Vol.  v.~\  haunanamiteouwin  *? 
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haunanamiteouwin  ;  I  cannot  find.  Wiafeck  y  or  Eia£ 
funck  \  (jrMocotick  ;  or  Punnetunck  ;  or  Chauquock  \  a 
knife.  Namacowhe  cowiafeck ;  lend  me  your  knife.  Wonck 
commefim  ;  will  you  give  it  me  again  ?  Matta  nowauwone  ; 
or  Matta  nowahea  ;  /  knew  nothing.  Mat  mefhnowahea  f 
I  was  innocent.  Pautous,  pautauog  ;  bring  hither.  Mau- 
chatous  ;  carry  this.  Niautafh  ;  or  Weawhufli  ;  take  it  on 
your  back.  Awaun  ;  there  is  fomebody.  Kekineas  ;  go  and 
fee.  Squauntaumuck  ;  at  the  door.  Awaun  keen  ;  who 
are  you  ?  Keen  netop  ;  is  it  you  ?  Pauquanamiinnea  5 
open  me  the  door.  Wunnauchicomock  \  a  chimney.  Ami- 
nema  ;  help  me.  Neenkuttannumous  ;  /  will  help  you. 
Shookekineas  ;  behold  here.  Nummouekekineam  ;  /  come 
to  fee.  Tou  auteg  ;  know  you  where  it  lies  ?  Tou  nuck- 
quaque  ;  how  much  I  Yo  naumwauteg ;  thus  full.  Aquie  ; 
leave  off,  or  do  not.  Wafkeche  ;  en  the  top.  Naumatuck  ; 
in  the  bottom.  Auquunnifh  ;  let  its  go.  Aukeeafeiu ;  down- 
wards. Keefuckquiu  ;  upwards.  Aumaunfli  ;  or  Aufau- 
onlh  ;  or  Aumaunamoke  ;  take  away.  Nanouwetea  ;  of 
Naunouwheant  ;  a  nurfe,  or  keeper.  Nanowwunemum  ; 
Hook  to,  or  keep.  Wauchaunama  ;  keep  this  for  me.  Cut- 
tatafhiinnas  5  lay  thefe  up  for  me.  Peewauquun  ;  have  a 
care.  Nnowauchaunum  ;'  /  will  have  a  care.  Kuttafkwhe; 
flay  for  me.  Kuttatha  ;  or  Cowauchaunum  ;  have  you  this 
or  thai  ?  Pokefha  ;  or  Pokefhawwa  ;  it  is  broken.  Mat 
coanichegane  ;  have  you  no  hands  ?  Tawhitch  ;  why  afk 
you  f  Noonfhem  pawtuckquammin  ;  /  cannot  reach.  Aquie 
pokefhattous  ;  do  not  break.  Pokefhattouwin  ;  to  break. 
Allot  u  ;  or  Aifoko  ;  a  fool.  Aquie  affokifh  ;  be  not  foolijh* 
Awanick  ;  fome  come.  Niautamwock  ;  or  Pauchewannau- 
og  ;  they  are  loaden.  Mattapeu  ;  or  Quufhenawfui  ;  a  wo- 
man keeping  alone  in  her  monthly  ft  cknefs.  Moce  ntunnan  ;  i" 
will  tell  him  by  and  by.  Cowequetummous  ;  /  pray  or  en- 
treat you.  Wunniteouin ;  to  mend  any  thing.  Wunniteous;  or 
Wuffiteous  ;  mend  this.  Wulkont  nochemuckquun  ;  / 
jhall  be  chidden.  Nicku-mmat  ;  eafy.  Siuckat ;  hard.  Cum- 
mequawname  ;  do  you  remember  me  ?  Mequaunamiinnea  ; 
remember  me.  Puckquatchick  ;  without  doors.  Kufiawhoki  ; 
do  you  put  me  out  of  doors  f  Kuffawhocowoog  ;  put  them  forth. 
Tawhitch  kuffawhokiean  ;  why  do  you  put  me  out  ?  Saw- 
whuili  j    or  Sawheke  ;  go  forth.     Wuffauhemutta  \  let  us 
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'go  forth.  Matta  nickquehick  ;  /  want  it  not.  Macha^e 
iiickqu  vomina  ;  /  want  nothing.  Pawfawalh  ;  dry  or 
air  f  'funnummin  ;  to  dry  this  or  that.     Cuppau- 

fummunnaih  ;  dry  thefe  things.  AphTumma  ;  warm  this 
for  me.  Paucotche  ;  already.  Cutsfhitteous  ;  wafh  this. 
Tatagganifh  ;  Jhake  this.  Naponfti  ;  lay  down.  Wuchc 
machaug  ;  about  nothing.  Puppuckfhackhege  ;  a  box.  Pau- 
paquonteg  ;  a  key.  Mowafhuck  ;  iron.  Wauki  ;  crooked. 
Saumpi ;  ftraight.  Aumpaniimmin  ;  to  undo  a  knot,  Aum- 
panifli  ;  untie  this.  Paufhinummin  ;  to  divide  into  two,  Pe- 
penafli  ;  take  your  choice.  Nawwuttunfh  ;  or  Pawtawtees  ; 
throw  hither.  Negautowafti  ;  fend  for  him.  Nagauchhuwafli ; 
fend  this  to  him.  Nnegauchemifli  ;  he  fends  to  me.  Now* 
weta  ;  no  matter.  Machemoquut ;  itfiinks.  Machemoqu- 
ufiu  ;  a  vile  or  Jlinking  perfon.  Wunnickfhaas  ;  mingled. 
Wunnickihan  ;  to  mingle.  Nefick  ;  or  Naftioqua  ;  a  comb. 
Tetupfha  ;  to  fall  down.  Ntetupfliem  ;  I  fall  down.  Tou 
anuckquaque  ;  how  big  f  Wunnalhpiflian  -9  to  f natch 
away.  Tawhitch  wunnafhpifhayean  ;  why  fnatch  you  I 
Wuttufh  5  hitherward,  and  give  me.  Eneick  -7  or  Awwuf- 
fe  ;  further.  Nneickomafu  ;  or  Awwaffefe  ;  a  little  further. 
Wuttuftienaquaifh  5  look  hither.  Yo  anaquayean  ;  look 
about.  Mauks  maugoke  ;  give  this.  Yo  commeifli ;  I  will 
give  you  this.  Quuffucquun  ;  heavy.  Naukon  ;  light.  Kuck- 
quu&quuna  ;  you  are  heavy.  Kunnauki ;  you  are  light.  Nick- 
attain  (fingular)  ;  Nickattammoke  (plural)  ;  leave,  or 
depart.  Nickattamutta  \  let  us  depart.  Yowa  ;  thus* 
Ntowwaukaumen  ;  /  ufe  it.  Awawkawni  ;  it  is  ufed.  Yo 
awautees  ;  ufe  this,  Yo  weque  ;  thus  far.  Yo  mefhno- 
wekefhem  \  I  went  thus  far.  Ayatche  ;  or  Conkitchea  ; 
as — often.  Ayatche  nippeeam  ;  lam  often  here.  Paketaih  ; 
fling  it  away.  Npaketamunnafh  ;  /  will  cafl  him  away. 
Wuttammafim  ;  give  me  tobacco.  Mat  nowewuttammo  ;  / 
take  none.  Chicks  anawat ;  the  cock  crows.  Neefquuttonck- 
quufTu  ;  a  babbler  or  prater^  Cunneefquuttonckquuffim- 
min  ;  you  prate  :  Which  they  figuratively  transfer  from 
the  frequent  troublefome  clamour  of  a  cock,  Nanota- 
teem  ;  /  keep  houfe  alone.  Aquie  kuttunnan  ;  do  not  tell. 
Aquie  moofhkifliattous  ;  do  not  difclofe.  Teag  yo  aug- 
whattick  ;  what  hangs  there  ?  Yo  augwhattous  ;  hang  it 
there.    Pemifquai  \  crooked,  or  winding.     Penayi  j  crooked. 
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Chap.  VII. 
Nuppaquontop  ;  my  head.  Wuchechepunnock ;  a  grmt 
bunch  of  hair  bound  up  behind.  Mfcattuck  -;  the  fore* 
head-.  Wufkeefuck  ;  eye.  Wufkeefuckquafh  ;  eyes.  Ti- 
yuih  kufkeefuckqualh  ;  can  you  not  fee  ?  or  where  are  your 
eyes?  Wuchaun  ;  the  nofkrils.  Wuttowwog  ;  ear.  Wut> 
towwogguafh  ;  ears.  Wuttone  ;  the  mouth.  Weenat ;  the 
tongue.  Wepit  ;  tooth.  Wepitteafh  ;  teeth.  Pummaum- 
piteunck ;  the  tooth  ake.  Sitchipuck  ;  the  neck*.  Quuttuck  $ 
the  throat..  Timequaffin  ;  to  cut  off,  or  behead.  Mapannog  j 
the  breqft.  Wuppittene  ;  arm.  Wuppittenafli  ;  arms. 
Mifhquinafli ;  the  veins.  Mifhque  ;  or  Neepuck  ;  the  blood. 
Uppufquan  ;  the  back.  Nuppufquannick  ;  my  back,  or  at 
htj  back.  Wunnicheke  ;  hand.  Wunnickegannafh  ;  hands. 
MockafTuck  ;  nails.  Wunnaks  ;  the  belly.  Apome  ;  the 
thigh.  Apomalh  ;  the  thighs.  Mohcont  ;  a  leg.  Moh- 
contain  ;  legs.  WufTete  ;  afoot.  Wuffetafli  \  feet.  Wun* 
nicheganafh  \  the  toes.  Tou  wuttinfin  ;  what  manner  of 
man  ?  Tou  nuckquaque  ;  of  what  bignefs  ?  Wompefu  ; 
white.  Mowefu  ;  or  Suckem  ;  black  or  fwarthy.  Cum* 
minakefe  ;  you  areftrong.  Minikefu  ;  ftrong.  Minioquefu  \ 
weak.  Cumminiocquefe  ;  weak  you  are.  C^unnauquuffu  ; 
a  tall  man.  Quunnauquullitchick  ;  tall  men.  Tiaquon- 
quulTu  ;  low  and  Jhort.  Tiaquonquuffichick  ;  men  of  low 
Jiature.     Wunnetu-wock  ;  proper  and  perfonal. 

Chap.  VIII. 
Aunchemokauhettittea  y  let  us  difcourfe,  or  tell  news. 
Tocketeaunchim  ;  what  news  ?  Aaunchemokaw  ;  tell 
me  your  news.  Cuttaunchemokous  ;  /  will  tell  you  news. 
Mautaunchemokouean  ;  when  I  have  done  telling  the  news. 
Cummautaunchemokous  ;  /  have  done  my  news.  Wutaun- 
cliemocouoog  ;  /  will  tell  it  them.  Awaun  mem  aunche- 
mokau  ;  who  brought  this,  news  ?  Awaun  mefh  kuppittou- 
waw  ;  of  whom  did  you  hear  it  ?  Uppanaunchim  ;  your 
news  .is  true.  Cowawwunnaunchim  ;  he  tells  falfe  newsK 
Nummautanume  ;  I  have  Jpoken  enough.  Nfouwuffanneme  ; 
I  am  weary  with  fpeaking.  Npenowauntawaumen  ;  I  cannot 
fpeak  your  language.  Matta  nippannawem  ;  /  lie  not.  Cup- 
pannowem  ;  you  lie.  Mattanickoggachoulk  \  or  Matntian- 
tacompaw  ;  or  Matntiaiitafampawwa  ;  I  am  no  lying  fellow \ 
Achienonaurnwem  ;  I  fpeak  very  true.     Kukkita  -y  hearken 
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to  me.    Kukkakittous  ;  I  hear  you.     Cupplttous  ;  or  Cow* 

autous  ;  /  under/land  you.     Machagenowautam  ;  /  under- 

fiandnot        ^tnowawtawatemina  ;  we  mderjiand  not  each 

ether.  - mwafli ;  fpeak  the  truth.     Cuppannawau- 

tous  5  I  do  not  believe  you.  Cuppannawauti \  do  you  not  be- 
lieve ?  Nippannawautunck  ewo  ;  he  doth  not  believe  me. 
Micheme  nippannawautam  ;  /  jhall  never  believe  it,  Pan- 
nouwa  awaun,  awaun  keefitteouwin  ;  fomebody  hath  made 
this  lie.  Tatta  pitch  $  /  cannot  telly  it  may  fo  come  to  pafs. 
Nni,  eiu  ;  it  is  true.  Mat  enano  ;  or  Mat  eano  ;  it  is  not 
Itrue.  Kekuttokaunta  ;  let  us  fpeak  together.  Kuttokafh  ; 
■fpeak.  Tawhitch  mat  cuttoan  ;  why  fpeak  you  not  ?  Tea- 
I  qua  ntunnawem,  or  nteawem  ;  what Jhould  I  fpeak  I  We- 
tapimmin  ;  to  fit  down.  Wetapwauwas  ;  fit  and  talk  with 
\us.  Taupowaw  ;  a  wife  fpeaker.  Enapwauwan,  Eiffiffu- 
ino  ;  he  fpeaks  Indian.  Matta  nowawwauon  ;  or  Matta 
Inowahea ;  /  know  nothing  of  it.  Pitchnowauwon  5  or  Wun- 
Inaumwauonck  ;  I  Jhall  know  the  truth.  Toeketunnantum  ; 
or  Tocketunaname  ;  or  Toketeantam  5  what  do  you  think  ? 
'Ntunnantum  ;  or  Nteantum  ;  /  think.  Nanick  nteeatum  ; 
\I  think  fo  too.  Nteaatammowonck  ;  that  is  my  thought  orT 
[opinion.  Matntunnantammen  ;  or  Matnteeantammen  ;  J 
think  not  fo.  Nowecontam  ;  or  Noweeteantam  \  I  am  glad. 
Yo  aphettit  ;  when  they  are  here.  Yo  peyahettit ;  when 
they  are  come.  Awanagufs-fuck  ;  Engli/hmen  :  This  they 
call  us,  as  much  as  to  fay,  Thefe  flrangers,  Wautacone- 
jnuaog  ;  Engli/hmen  :  That  is.  Coat-men,  or  clothed. 
Chauquaquock ;  Engli/hmen  :  properly,  Sword-men.  Wau- 
taconifk  ;  an  Englijh  woman.  Wautaconemefe  ;  an  Englijh 
youth.  Wafke  peyaeyan  ;  when  you  came  jirft.  Wafke 
peyahetit  Wautaconauog ;  when  Engli/hmen  camefirft.  Taw- 
hitch peyahettit  ;  why  c^me  they  hither  .?  Matta  mihtuck- 
quunnunno  ;  have  you  no  trees  ?  Mifhaunetafh  ;  or  Mau~ 
netafh  ;  great  fore.  Maunauog  ;  or  WufTaumemaunauog ; 
they  are  too  full  of  people.  Noonapuock  ;  they  have  not  room- 
one  by  another.  Aumaumuwaw  ;  or  Paudfha  ;  a  meffenger 
comes.  Wawwhawtowauog  \  they  holkw.  Wauwhauto- 
waw  anowat ;  it  is  an  alarm.  Quenowauog  ;  they  complain. 
Tawhitch  quenawayean  ;  why  complain  you  ?  Mucco  ;  it 
4s  true  you  fay.     Tuckawnteawem  j  what  Jhould  I  fay  to  it? 
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*  Chap.  IX. 

Mautaubon  ;  or  Chichauqaat  vvompan  ;  //  is  day.  Aump- 
atauban  ;  it  is  broad  day.  Tou  wuttuttan  ;  how  high  is  the 
fun  ?  that  is,  what  is  it  a  clock  f  Papifha  ;  it  is  fun  rife* 
Nummattaquaw  j  forenoon.  Yahen  paufhaquaw  ;  almoft  noon 
Fawefhaquavv  ;  noon.  Quuttukquaquaw  ;  or  Panicompaw 
after  dinner.  Nawwauwquaw  ;  afternoon.  Yo  wuttuttan 
the  fun  thus  high.  Yahen  waiyauw  ;  almojfi  funfet .  Wayaawi ; 
the  fun  is  fet.  Wunnauquit  ;  evening.  Poppakunnetch 
auchaugotch  ;  dark  night.  Tuppaco  ;  or  Otematippocat  ; 
toward  night.  Nanafhowatippocat ;  midnight.  Chouoeatch 
about  cockcrowing.  Kitompanifha  ;  break  of  day.  Yo  taunt 
nippeean  ;  the  fun  thus  high  I  will  come.  Yo  taunt  cuppee- 
yaumen  ;  come  by  the  fun  thus  high.  Anamakeefuck  ;  this 
day.  Saupp  ;  to  morrow.  Wuifame  tatlha  ;  it  is  too  late. 
Tiaquockafkeefakat ;  afhort  day.  Quawquonikeefaquutcheas ; 
long  days.  Nquittakeeiiquockat ;  or  Nquittakeefpummifhen ; 
cne  day's  walk.  Paukunnum  ;  dark.  Wequai ;  light.  We- 
quafntm  ;  moon-light. 

Chap.  X. 

Nquittaquunnegat  ;  one  day.  Neefquunnegat  ;  two  days. 
Aukeeteamitch  ;  feed  time.  Safequacup  ;  this  fpring  laft. 
Yo  neepunnacup  ;  this  fummer  laft.  Yo  taquonticup  ;  this: 
harveft  laft.  Papapocup  ;  winter  laft.  Yaunedg  ;  the  laft 
year.  Nquitpawfucjkenpaus  ;  one  month.  Neefpaufucken-?! 
paus  ;  or  Neefneahettit ;  two  months.  Sequanakeefwufh  ; 
fpring  month.  Neepunnakeefwufh ;  fummer  month.  Taquont- 
ikeefwufh  ;  harveft  month.  Paponakeefwufh  ;  winter  month. 
Tafhecautummo  ;  how  many  years  f  Chafhecautummo  cut- 
tappemus  ;  how  many  years  fence  you  were  born  ?  Tafhinafh 
paponafh  ;  how  many  winters  f  Ahauquufhapapone  ;  afharp 
winter.  Keefquuili  keefuckquai ;  by  day.  Naukocks  nokan- 
nawi  ;  by  night. 

Chap.   XL 

Mayi ;  a  way.  Mayuo  ;  is  there  a  way  ?  Mat  mayanunno ; 
there  is  no  way.  Peemayagat  ;  a  little  zvay.  Mifhimmaya- 
gat  ;  a  great  path.  Machipfcat  ;  a  ftone  path.  Nnatote- 
muckaun  ;  I  will  ajk  the  way.  Kunnatotemous  ;  I  will  in- 
quire of  you.  Kunnatotemi  ;  do  you  afk  me?  Tou  niihin 
rneyi ;  where  lies  the  zvay  ?  Kokotemiinnea  meyi ;  fhew  me 
the  way.  Yo  ainfhick  meyi ;  there  lies  the  way.  Kukkako- 
temous  ;  Iwilljhew you.     Yo  cummittamayon  ;  there  is  the 
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way  you  muft  go.  Yo  chippachaufin  ;  there  the  way  divides. 
Maiichate?  a  guide.  Mauchafe  ;  be  my  guide.  Anoce  we- 
Shawafh  ?  *<m.     Kuttannoonfti ;  /  will  hire  you.     Kut-i 

punck  iv.„_k»uiicn  ;  I  will  pay  you.  Kummuchickonckqua- 
tous  ;  I  will  pay  you  well.  Tocketaonckquittiinnea  ;  what 
will  you  give  me  f  Cummauchanifh  5  I  will  conducl  you.  Yo 
junta  ;  let  us  go  that  way.  Yo  cuttaunan  ;  go  that  way.  Yo 
mtunnock  ;  the  right  hand.  Yo  nmunnatch  ;  the  left  hand. 
Cowechauih  ;  1  will  go  with  you.  Wetalh  ;  go  along.  Co- 
wechaw  ewo  ;  he  will  go  with  you.  Wcchauatittea  ;  let  us 
accompany.  Taubot  wetayean  ;  I  thank  you  for  your  company. 
Pitchcowawwon  ;  you  will  lofe  your  way.  Mefhnowawwon  ; 
I  loft  my  way.  Nummauchemin  ;  or  Ntanniteimmin  ;  I  will 
he  going.  Mammauchetuck  ;  let  us  he  going.  Anakireunck  ; 
he  is  gone.  Memauchewi  anittui ;  or  Memauchegufhannick  ; 
>r  Anakugufhannick  ;  they  are  gone.  Tunnockuttome  ;  or 
Tunnockuttoyeaim  ;  or  Tunnockuttinfhem  ;  whither  go  you  f 
Nnegonfhem  ;  I  will  go  before.  Cuppompaifh  ;  I  will  ft  ay 
for  you.  Negonfhelh  ;  go  before.  Mittummayaucup  ;  the 
way  you  went  before.  Cummattanifh  ;  1  will  follow  you.  Cup- 
Dahimmin ;  flay  for  me.  Tawhich  quaunquaquean ;  why  do  you 
run  fo  f  Nowecontum  pummifhem  ;  I  have  a  mind  to  travel. 
Konkenupfhauta  ;  let  us  go  apace.  Konkenuppe  ;  go  apace. 
Micheme  nquaunquaquemin  ;  /  have  run  always.  Yo 
hroyamaufhem';  I  go  this  pace.  Yo  wuche  ;  from  hence. 
Tounuckquaque  yo  wucHe  \  how  far  from  hence  f  Yo  an-* 
uckquaque  ;  fo  far.  Yo  anuckquaquefe  ;  fo  little  a  way. 
Waunaquefe  ;  a  little  way-.  Aukeewufhauog  ;  they  go  by 
and.  Mifhoon  homwock  ;  they  go  or  come  by  water.  Af- 
Dlimmewi ;  he  is  not  gone  by.  Afpummewock  ;  they  ale  not 
rone  by.  Awanick  payanchick  ;  who  come  there  f  Awanick 
hegbnfhachick  ;  who  are  thefe  before  us  t  Yo  cuppummefi- 
commin  ;  crofs  over  into  the  way  there.  Nips  ;  a  pond.  Nip- 
fafh  ;  ponds.  Weta,  wetedg  ;  the  woods  on  fire.  Wuffaump- 
jatammin  ;  to  view  or  look  about.  WufTaumpatamoonck  ;  a 
frofpecl.  Wuttocekemin  ;  to  wade.  Toceketuck  ;  let  us 
wade.  Tou  wuttauquuflin  ;  how  deep  ?  Yo  ntauquuffin  5 
thus  deep.  Kunniifh ;  I  will  carry  you.  Kuckquuiluckquun  < 
mu  are  heavy.  Kunnaukon  ;  you  are  light.  Pafuckquifh  ; 
fife.  Anakifh  ;  of  Mauchifh  ;  go.  'Quaquifh  ;  tun.  Nokus 
jkauatees  ;  meet  him.  Nockus  kauatitea  ;  let  us  meet.  Neen- 
peihnockufkaw  ;  /  did  meet.     Mafh  kunnockquus  kauatim- 
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min j  did  you  meet .     Yo  kuttauntapimmin ;  let  ui 

reft  here.  Kuffackquetuck ;  let  us  fit  down.  Yo  appittuck ; 
let  us  fit  here.  Nifiowanis ;  or  Nifibwanifhkaumen  ;  I  ami 
weary.  NickquuiTaquus  ;  lam  lame.  Ntouagonnaufinnum* 
min  ;  we  are  diftreffed,  undone,  or  in  mifery.  Teano  wonck 
nippeeam  ;  /  will  be  here  by  and  by  again.  Mat  kunnickanfh  j 
I  will  not  leave  you.  Aquie  kunnickatfhafh ;  do  not  leave  me* 
Tawhitch  nickat  fhiean  5  why  do  you  for  fake  me  t  Wuttanho  $ 
a  faff.  Yo  iifh  wuttanho  ;  ufe  this  faff.  Taquattiri  ;  frojl. 
Auke  taquatfha  :  the  ground  is  frozen.  Seip  taquattin  ;  the 
river  is  frozen.  Nowannefin  ;  /  have  forgotten.  Nippitta 
kunnamun  ;  Imuft  go  back.  Nippanifhkokommin  ;  or  Npuf- 
fagokommin  ;  /  have  let  fall  fomething.  Mattaafu  ;  a  littli 
way*  Nauwot ;  a  great  way.  Nawwatick  ;  far  off  at  fea 
Ntaquatchuwaumen  ;  I  go  up  hill.  Taguatchowafh  ;  go  up 
hill.  Waumfu  5  down  hill.  Mauunfhefh  ;  go/lowly  or  gently 
Mauanifhauta  ;  let  us  go  gently.  Tawhitch  cheche  quunnu- 
tvayean  ;  why  do  you  rob  me  f  Aquie  chechequunnuwafh  ;  do 
not  rob  me.  Chechequunnuwachick  ;  robbers.  Chechequun- 
ftittin  ;  there  is  a  robbery  committed.  Kemineantuock  ;  the$ 
murder  each  other.  Wufkont  awaun  nkemineiucquun  ;  I  feat 
fome  will  murder  me.  Cutchachewuflimmin  ;  you  are  almojt 
there.  Kifkecuppeeyaumen  ;  you  are  a  little  fhort.  Cuppee- 
yaumen  ;  now  you  are  there.  Muckquetu  ;  fwift.  Cum- 
mummuckquete  ;  you  are  fwift.  Cuffaquus  ;  you  are  flow* 
SafTaquufhauog  ;  they  are  flow.  Cuttinneapummifhem  ;  will 
you  pafs  by  f  Wuttineapummuihauta  ;  or  Keeatfhauta  ;  leA 
us  pafs  by.  Ntinneapeeyaumen  ;  I  come  for  no  bufinefs.  Acou-1 
we  ;  in  vain,  or  to  no  purpofe.  Ntackowwepeyaun  ;  /  have] 
loft  my  labour.  Cummautuflakou  ;  you  have  miffed  him.  .-KihJj 
tummayi-wufTauhumwi  ;  he  went  juft  nozv  forth.  Pittuck-J 
ifh  ;  go  back.  Pittucketuck  5  let  us  go  back.  Ponewhufh  J 
lay  down  your  burden. 

Chap.    XIL 

Keefucquiu  ;  heavenward.  Auke  ;  or  Aukeeafeiu  ;  downX 
wards.  Wequaftiim  ;  a  light  moon.  Pafhpiihea  ;  the  moom 
is  up.  Yo  wuttuttan  ;  fo  high.  Yo  ockquitteunk  ;  a  new\ 
moon.  Paufhefui ;  half  moon.  Anockfuck  ;  ftars.  Shwifh- 
cuttowwauog  ;  the  golden  metewand.  Chippapuock  ;  the' 
brood-hen. 

Chap.   XIII. 

Tocke  tufiinnammin  keefuck ;  what  think  you  of  the  wea^ 
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far  P  _JVrekineauquat ;  fair  weather.  Wekinnauquocks  ; 
when  it  is  fair  weather.  Tahki  ;  or  Tatakki ;  cold  weather. 
Tahkees  ;  cold.  Taukocks  ;  cold  weather.  Kaufitteks ;  hot 
weather.  KufTuttah  ;  /'/  is  hot.  Nuckquufquatch  nnoona- 
kom  ;  I  am  cold.  Nickquuflittaunum  ;  I  fweat.  Mattau- 
quus  5  a  cloud.  Mattaquat ;  or  Cuppaquat ;  it  is  over-caft. 
Sokenun  ;  or  Anaquat  ;  rain.  Anamakeefuck  fokenum  ; 
it  infill  rain  to-day.  Sokenitch  ;  when  it  rains.  Sochepo ;  or 
Cone ;  /now.  Animanaukock  fochepo  ;  it  willfnow  to-night. 
Sochepwutch  ;  when  it  fnows.  Mifhunnan  ;  a  great  rain- 
Pauqui ;  or  Pauquaquat  5  it  holds  up.  Nnappi ;  dry.  Nnap- 
paquat  ;  dry  weather.  Topu  ;  afroft.  Miffittopu  ;  a  great 
froft.  Capat  ;  ice.  Neechipog  ;  the  dew.  Michokac  ;  a 
thaw.  Michokatch  ;  when  it  thaws.  MifTuppaugatch  ; 
when  the  rivers  are  open.     Cutfhaufha  ;  the  lightning. 

Chap.  XIV. 

Waupanafti ;  the  zvinds.  Tafhinafh  waupanaih  ;  how  many 
winds  are  there  ?  Nanummatin  5  or  Sunnadin  ;  the  north  wind. 
Chepeweffin  ;  the  mrth-eaft.  Sachimoachepeweflin  ;  Jlrong 
north-eaft  wind.  Nopatin  ;  the  eafl  wind.  Nanockquittin  ; 
the  fouth-eaft  wind.  Touwuttin  ;  thefouth  wind.  Paponetin  ; 
the  weft  wind.  Chekefu  ;  the  north-weft.  Chekefitch  ;  when 
the  wind  Mows  north-weft.  Tocketurinantum  ;  what  think 
^ou  ?  Tou  pitch  wuttin  ;  where  will  the  wind  be  f  Nque- 
nouhick  wuttin  ;  Iftay  for  a  wind.  Yo  pitch  wuttin  fauop  ; 
here  the  wind  will  be  to-morrow.  Pitch  fowwanifhen  ;  it  will 
le  fouih-weft.  Mifhaupan  ;  a  great  wind.  Mifhitaihin  ;  a 
Horm.  Wunnagehan  ;  or  Wunnegin  waupi  ;  fair  zvind. 
Wunnegitch  wuttin  ;  when  the  wind  is  fair.  Mattagehan  ;  a 
rofs  wind.  Wunnagehatch  ;  when,  the  wind  comes  fair. 
Mattagehatch  ;  when  the  wind  is  crofs.  Cowunnagehucka- 
men  ;  you  have  a  fair  wind.  Cummattagehuckamen  ;  the 
wind  is  againft  you.  Nummattagehuckamen  >  the  zvind  is 
againft  me. 

Chap.   XV. 

Ntauchaumen  ;  I  go  a  fowling  or  hunting.  Auchaui  ; 
he  is  gone  to  hunt  or  fowl.  Pepemoi ;  he  is  gone  to  fowl. 
Wompiflacukquauog  ;  eagles.  Choganeuck  ;  blackbirds.  Yo 
aquechinock  ;  there  they  fwim.  Nipponamouoog  ;  I  lay 
nets  for  them.  Ptowei  ;  //  is  fled.  Ptowewufhannick  ;  they 
are  fled.  Wunnup  ;  a  wing.  Wunnuppaih  ;  wings.  Wun- 
N        IFoh  v.]  nuppanick 
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nuppamck  anawhone ;  wing-jhot.     Wuhockgock  anawhonef* 
body -(hot* 

Chap.  XVI. 

Nittauke  ;  my  land.  Nifkwnawkamuck  ;  or  Wufkauka- 
muck  ;  new  ground.  Aquegunnitteafh  ;  fields  worn  out.  Mih- 
tuck  ;  a  tree.  Pauchautaquunnefafh  ;  branches.  Wunne-*. 
pogguafh  ;  leaves.  Wat  tap  ;  a  root  of  a  tree.  Takekum  i 
afpring.  Takekummuo  ;  is  there  afpring  ?  Sepuo  ;  is  there 
a  river*  Toyufk  ,♦  a  bridge.  Toyufquanuo  ;  is  there  a 
bridge  f  Micuckafkeete  ;  a  meadozv.  Tataggolkituafh  ;  a 
frejh  meadow.  Wekinamquafh  ;  reeds*  Manifimmin  ;  to 
cut  or  mow.  Wuttahimnafippaguafh  ;  ftrawberry  leaves.  Pe- 
fliauiuafh  ;  violet  leaves.-  Nummouwinneem  ;  I  go  to  gather. 
Mowinneauog  ;  they  gather.  Atauntowafh  ;  climb  the  tree. 
Ntauntawem  ;  I  climb.  Punnouwafli  ;  come  down.  Npun- 
nowaumen  ;  I  come  down.  Scanncmeneafh  ;  feed  corn.  Wom- 
pjfcannemeneafh  ;  white  feed  corn.  Anakaufu  ;  a  labourer. 
Anakaufichick  ;  labourers.  Aukeeteaumitch  ;  planting  time* 
Aukeeteahettit ;  when  they  fet  corn.  Nummautaukeeteaumen  5 
I  have  done  planting.  Anafkhiganafh  ;  hoes.  Anafkhoinwock; 
they  hoe.  Anafkhommonteamin  ;  they  break  up  for  ?ne.  An-^ 
alkhomvvautowwin  ;  a  breaking  up  hoe.  Monafkunnemun  % 
to  weed.  Monafkunnummautowwin- ;  a  weeding  or  broad 
hoe.  Petafcunnemun  ;  to  bill  the  corn.  Kepenummin  ;  or 
Wuttunnemun  ;  to  gather  corn.  Nunnowwa  ;  harvejl  time* 
Anouaut  ;  at  harvejl.  Wuttunnemitch  ewachim  ;  when 
harvejl  is  in.  Paunnnummin  ;  to  dry  the  corn.  Sokenug  ;  a 
heap  of  corn.  Pockhommin  ;  to  beat  or  thfajb  out.  Npock- 
foommin  ;  I  am  thrajhing.  Cuppockhommin  ;  do  you  thrafh  t 
Wufkokkamuckomeneafli  ;  new  ground  com.  Nquitawan- 
nanafh  1  one  bajlet  full.  Munnote  ;  a  bafket.  Mun-notetafh  ; 
bafkets.  Maufeck  ;  a  great  bajfat.  Pewafick  ;  a  little  bafket. 
WufFaumepevvaiick  ;  too  little.  Pokowannanafh  ;  half  a  bajket 
full.  Neefo  wanna  nafh  ;  two  bajlets  full.  Anirtafh  ;  rotten 
corn.  Waweekanam  ;  fweet  corn.  Tawhitch  quitche  ma- 
untamen  ;  why  do youfmell  to  it  ?  Auquunnafh  ;  barns.  Ne- 
cawnauquanaih  ;  old  barns.  Uppakumineafh  ;  the  feed  of 
the  fquajb. 

Chap.   XVII. 

Enewafhim  ;  a  male.  Squafhim  ;  a  female.  Natuppwock  j. 
they  feed.  Teaqua  natuphettk  ;  what  fhall  they  eat  f  Na- 
tuphettitch  yo  fanaukamick  ;  lei  them  feed  on  this  ground. 

Chap. 
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Chap.  XVIII. 

Wunnauanounuck  ;  a  Jballop.     Wunnauanounuckquefe  ; 

*  Jfaff :  although  the  Indians  have  neither,  yet  they  give 

them  fuch  names,  which  in  their  language  fignifieth  carrying 

vefjels.     Kitonuck  ;  a  /hip.     Kitonuckquefe  •   a  little  Jhip. 

Peewafu  ;  a  little  canoe.     PaugautemifTaund  ;   an  oak  canoe. 

Kowawwaund  ;  a  pine  canoe.     WompmifTaund  ;   a  chefnut 

canoe.     Ogvvhan  ;  a  boat  adrift.     Wufkon  tog  whan  ;  it  will 

go  adrift.     Cuttunnamiinnea  ;  help  me  to  launch.     Cuttun- 

nummutta  ;  let  us  launch.     Cuttunnamoke  ;  launch.     Cut- 

tannummous  ;  I  will  help  you.     Wutkunk  ;  a  paddle  or  oar. 

Namacouhe  eomifhoon  ;  lend  me  your  boat.     Pautoufnenote- 

hunck  ;  bring  hither  my  paddle.     Comifhoonhom  ;  go  you  by 

I  water  ?   Chemofli-chemeck  ;  paddle  or  row.    Mauminikiih  ; 

I  or  Maumanetepweeas  ;  pull  up,  or  row  lufiily.     Sepagehom- 

[mauta  ;  let  us  fail.     Wunnagehan  ;  we   have  a  fair  wind. 

I  Wauaupunifh  ;  hoift  up.     Wuttautnifh  ;  pull  to  you.     Noka- 

Inifh  ;  take  it  down.     Paketenifh  ;   let  go,  or  let  fly.     Nik- 

Ikofhkowwaumen  ;  we  Jhall  be  drowned.     Nquawu  pfhaw- 

men  ;  we  overfet.     WufTaume  pechepaufha  ;  the  fea  comes  in 

too  fafl  upon  us.     Maumaneeteantafs  ;   be  of  good   courage. 

Paupautuckquafh  ;  hold  water.     Kinnequafs  ;  fleer.     Tiac- 

komme  kinniquafs  ;  fleer  right.     Kunnofnep  ;  a  killick  or 

anchor.     Chowwhophommin  ;  to  caft  overboard.    Chouwhop- 

h a fh  ;  caft  overboard.    Touwopfkhommke  ;  caft  anchor.    Mif- 

hittafhin  ;  it  is  a  ftorm.     Awepefha  ;  it  calms.     Awepu  ;  a 

calm.      Nanouwafhin  ;  a  great  calm-.      Tamoccon  ;  flood. 

Nanafhowetamoccon  ;  half  flood.   Keefaquufhin  ;  high  water. 

Taumacoks  ;  upon  the  flood.     Milhittommockon  ;  a  great 

flood.     Mauchetan  ;  or  Skat  ;  ebb.     Mittaelkat  ;  a  low  ebb. 

Awanick   paudhuck  ;  who  comes  there  f     Caupaufhefs  ;  go 

ajhore.      Caupauihauta  ;    let  us  go  ajhore.      Wuflehepofh  ; 

heave  out  the  water.       Afkepunifh  ;  make   fafl   the    boat. 

Kfpunfh  ;  or  Kfpunemoke  ;   tie  it  fafl.     Mauminikiih  ;  tie 

it  hard.     Neene  Cuthomwock  ;  now  they  go  off.     Kekuthom- 

wufhannick  ;  they  are  gone  already. 

Chap.  XIX. 
Afhop  ;  nets.  Aucup  ;  a  little  cove  or  creek.  Aucp- 
pawefe  ;  a  very  little  one .  Potoppauog  ;  whales.  MifTefu  ; 
the  whole.  Poquefu  ;  the  half.  Walkeke  ;  the  whalebone. 
Wufluckquun  ;  a  tail.  Aumauog  ;  they  arefi(hing.  Ntau- 
men  ;  /  amfijhing.     Kuttaumen  ;  do  you  fifh  ?     Nnattuck- 

quunnuwem  ? 
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quunnuwem  ;  I  go  afijhlng.  Aumachick  ;  or  Natuckquun- 
nuwachick;  j5//^.  Aumaui ;  he  is  gone  tojijh.  Awacenick  ; 
kukkattineanaumen  ;  what  do  you  fijh  for  f  Cummenakifs  $ 
or  CummenakifTamen  ;  or  Cummuchickinneanawmen  ;  have 
you  taken  fore  f  Nummenakifs  ;  /  have  taken  fore.  Num- 
muchikineanawmen  ;  I  have  killed  many.  Machage  ;  /  have, 
caught  mne.  Aumanep  ;  afifhing  line.  Aumanapeafh  ;  lines. 
Hoquaun  ;  a  hook.  Peewaficks  ;  little  hooks.  Maumacocks  ; 
great  hooks.  Nponamouoog  ;  Ifet  nets  for  them.  Npunnou- 
■waumen  ;  I  go  to  fearch  my  nets.  Mihtuck  quafhep  ;  an  eel- 
pot.  Kunnagqunnneuteg  ;  a  greater  fort.  Onawangonna-. 
kaun  ;  a  bait.     Yo  onawangonnatees  ;  bait  with  this. 

Chap.  XX. 

Paufkefu  ;  naked.  Paulkefitchick  ;  naked  men  and  women. 
Nippofkifs  ;  1  am  naked.  Nippolkenitch  ;  I  am  robbed  of 
my  coat.  Nippofkenick  ewo  ;  he  takes  away  my  coat.  Mau- 
nek  ;'  or  Nquktiafniagat  ;  an  EngUJb  coat  or  mantle.  Caud- 
nifh  ;  put  off,  Ocquafh  ;  put  on.  Neefafhiagat ;  two  coats. 
Shwifhiagat  ;  ihree  coats.  Piuckquafhiagat  ;  ten  coats. 
Sqnaus  auhaquut  ;  a  woman's  mantle.  Muckiis  auhaquut  ;  a* 
child's  mantle.  Petacus  ;  an  Englijh  waiftcoat.  Nquittetiag- 
artafh  ;  a  pair  of /lockings.  Noonacominafti  ;  too  little.  Tau- 
bacominafh ;  big  enough. 

Chap.  XXI. 

Manittowock  ;  gods.  Nummufquaunamuckquun  man  it  $ 
God  is  angry  with  me.  Mufquantum  manit  ;  God  is  angry. 
Nanouwetea  ;  an  overfeer  and  orderer  of  their  worfoip.  Neen, 
nanowwunneraun  ;  /  will  order  or  overfee.  Nowemaufit- 
tcem  ;  I  give  azvay  at  the  worjhip.  Nowemacaunafn  ;  I  will 
give  ihefe  things.  Nitteauguafh  ;  my  money.  Nummauma- 
chiuwaih  ;  my  goods.  Nkekinneawaumen  ;  I  go  to  the  fe  aft. 
Kekineawaui  ;  he  is  gone  to  thefeaft.  Aquiewopwauwam, 
aquiewopwauwock  ;  peace >  hold  your  peace.  Peeyauntam  ; 
he  is  at  prayer.  Peyauntamwock  ;  they  are  praying.  Wuhock  ; 
the  body.  Nohock  ;  my  body.  Cohock  ;  your  body.  Awaun- 
keefitteouwicohock  ;  who  made  you  ?  Tunna-awwa  com- 
mitchichunck-kitonckquean  ;  whither  goes  your  foul \  when, 
you  die  ?  Sowanakitauwaw  ;  it  goes  to  the  fouth -weft.  Ka- 
mootakick  ;  thieves.  Pupannouwachick  ;  liars.  Nochif- 
quauonchick  ;  unclean  perfons.  Nanompaniflichick  ;  idle 
perfons.  Kemineiachick  ;  murderers.  Mammaufachick  ; 
adulterers.     Nanifquegachick  ;  oppreffors  or  fierce. 

Ckap. 
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Chap.  XXII. 

Saunks  ;  a  fachim's  wife*  Saunkfquuaog  ;  the  wives  of 
fachims.  Ataulkawwaw  ;  a  lord.  Wauontam  ;  a  wife  man 
or  counfellor.  Wauontakick  ;  wife  men.  Enatch  ;  or  Eatch 
keen  anawayean  ;  your  will  Jh all  be  law.  Enatch  neen  ano- 
wa  ;  let  my  word  ft  and.  Ntinnume  ;  he  is  my  man.  Ntac- 
quetunck  ewo  ;  he  is  my  fubjecl.  Kuttackquetous  ;  /  will 
be  fubjecl  to  you.  Ntannotam  ;  1"  will  revenge  it.  Kuttan- 
notous  ;  /  will  revenge  you,  Miawene  j  a  court  or  meeting. 
Wepe  cummiawene  ;  come  to  the  meeting.  Miawetuck  ;  let 
us  meet.  Wauwhautowafh  ;  call  a  meeting.  Miawemucks  ; 
0  a  meeting.  Miawehettit  ;  when  they  meet.  Peyautch 
naugum  ;  let  himfelf  come  here.  Petiteatch  ;  let  him  come, 
MHhauntowafh  ;  fpeak  out.  Nanantowafh  ;  fpeak  plain. 
Kunnadfittamen  wepe  ;  you  muft  inquire  after  this.  Wun- 
nadfittamutta  ;  let  us  fear ch  into  it.  Neen  pitch-nnadfltta- 
men  ;  /  will  inquire  into  it.  Machiflu  ewo  ;  he  is  naught. 
Cuttiantakifkquawquaw  ;  you  are  a  lying  woman.  Wepe 
cukkummoot  \  you  have  flolen.  Mat  meihnawmonafh  ;  / 
did  not  fee  thofe  things.  Mat  melh  nummam  menafh  ;  /  did 
not  take  them.  Wepe  kunnifhqueko  cumniifkiflawwaw  ; 
you  are  fierce  and  quarrelfome.  Tawhitch  yo  enean  ;  why  do 
youfo  ?  Tawhitch  cummootoan  ;  why  do  youfleal  ?  Taw- 
hitch nanompaniean  ;  why  are  you  thus  idle  or  bafe  ?  Wew-» 
hepapunnoke  ;  bind  him.  Wepe  kunnilhaumis  ;  you  killed 
him.  Wepe  kukkemineantin  ;  you  are  the  murderer.  Safau- 
mitauwhitch  ;  let  him  be  whipped.  Upponckquittauwhitch  -% 
let  him  be  imprifoned,  Nippitch  ewo  ;  let  him  die.  Niphet-- 
titch  ;  let  them  die.  Nifs-niffoke  ;  kill  him.  Pum-pummoke  \ 
Jhoot  him.  Kukkeechequaubenitch  ;  you  fhall  be  hanged. 
Kippaniinnea  ;  /  a?n  innocent.  Uppanimea  ewo  ;  he  is  in-, 
nocent.  Matmeihnowauwon  ;  /  know  nothing  of  it.  Nnow- 
auntum  ;  /  am  forry.  Nummachieme  ;  /  have  done  iM% 
Aumaunemoke  -y  let  it  pafs,  or  take  away  this  aceufation. 
Konkeeteatch  ewo  \  let  him  live.  Konkeeteahetti ;  let  them 
live. 

Chap.  XXIII. 

Keegfquaw  ;  a  virgin  or  maid.  Segauo  ;  a  widower* 
Segotifquaw  ;  a  widow.  Wufferetam  ;  he  goes  a  wooing. 
ISTofenemuck  \  he  is  my  fon-in-law.  Wuffenetuock  ;  or  Awe- 
{awatuock ;  they  make  a  match,     Mammaufu  ;  an  adulterer. 

Nuhunaia 


9$  Vocabulary  of  the 

Nummam  mogwun  ewo  ;  he  hath  wronged  my  bed.  Pattc? 
nochifquauaw  ;  he  or/he  hath  committed  adultery.  Nquitto- 
caw ;  he  hath  one  wife.  Neefocaw  ;  he  hath  two  wives. 
Shocowaw  ;  he  hath  three  wives.  Committamus  ;  or  Co 
weewo  ;  your  wife.  Tahanawatu  ta  fhincommaugemus  ; 
how  much  gave  you  for  her  ?  Napannetafhom  paugatafh  ; 
five  fathoms  of  money.  If  fome  great  man's  daughter,  they 
give  Piuckquom  paugatafh ;  ten  fathoms.  Nummittamus ; 
or  Nullogana  ;  my  wife.  Waumaufu ;  loving.  Wunnekefu ; 
proper.  Maanfu  ;  fiber  and  chqfie.  Muchickehea  ;  fruitful. 
Cutchafhekeamis  ;  how  many  children  have  you  had  ?  Nquit- 
tekea  ;  /  have  had  one.  Neefekea  ;  two.  Katou  eneechaw ; 
fhe  is  falling  into  travail.  Neechaw  ;  Jhe  is  in  travail.  Paug~ 
cotche  nechauwaw  ;  Jhe  is  already  delivered.  Kitummayi- 
mes-nechaw  ;  Jhe  was  jufl  now  delivered.  Noofawwaw  ;  a 
nurfe.  Noonfu  ;  or  Nonannis  ;  a  fucking  child.  Wunnu* 
xiogan  ;  a  breajl.  Wunnunnoganafh ;  breafls.  Munnun- 
nug  ;  milk.  Auniaunernun  ;  to  take  from  the  breq/l,  or  wean. 
Npaketam  ;  /  will  put  her  away.  Npakenaquun  ',  I  am  put 
away.  Aquie  paketafh  ;  do  not  put  away.  Aquiepokefhat- 
tous ;  do  not  break  the  knot  of  marriage.  Tackquiuwock  °7 
twins.  Towiu-uwock ;  orphans.  Ntouwiu  ;  lam  an  orphan. 
Wauchaunat  \  a  guardian.  Wauchauamachick  ;  guardians* 
Nulloquafo  ;  my  charge ',  or  pupil,  or  ward.  Peewauquun  ; 
look  well  to  him. 

Chap.  XXIV. 
Nquittompfcat  ;  one  penny.  Neefaumfcat  ;  two  pence. 
Qimtataihaumfcat ;  or  Quuttauatu  ;  fix  pence.  Piuckquaum- 
fcat  nab  nees  ;  twelve  pence.  This  they  call  Neen,  which  is 
two  of  their  Quuttauatues.  Piuckquaumfcat  nab  nafhoa- 
fuck,  which  they  call  Shwin  ;  three  quuttauatues.  Neefnee- 
checkaumfcat  nab  yoh  ;  or  Yowin  ;  four  quuttauatues. 
Shwinchekaumfcat  ;  or  Napannetafhin  ;  five  quuttauatues, 
Quuttatafhincheck  aumfcat  ;  or  more  commonly  ufed  Piuck- 
quat ;  ten  quuttauatues.  This  piuckquat,  worth  five  mil- 
lings Englifh  money,  they  call  Nquittompeg ;  or  Nquitnifh- 
caufu  ;  that  is,  one  fathom.  Neefaumpaugatuck  ;  two  fath- 
om. Piuckquampaugatuck ;  or  Nquit  paufuck ;  tenfathonu 
Tafhincheckompaugatuck  ;  how  many  fathom  ?  Wepe  kut- 
tafiawornpatimmin  ;  change  my  money.  Wauompeg ;  or 
Wauompefichick-mefim  ;  give  me  white.     Affawompatittea  y 

come* 
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iome,  lei  us  change.  Anawfuck  ;  falls.  Meteauhock  ;  the 
periwinkle.  Suckauanaufuck  ;  the  black  falls.  Suckauaf- 
keefaquafh ;  the  black  eyes,  or  that  part  of  the  fhell-fifh  call- 
ed Poquauhock,  or  hens,  broken  out  near  the  eyes,  of 
which  they  make  the  black.  Puckwheganafh  ;  or  Muck- 
fuck  ;  awl  blades.  Papuckakiuafh  ;  brittle  or  breaking.  Na- 
touwompitea  ;  a  coiner  or  minter.  Nnanatouwompiteem  $ 
/  cannot  coin.  Natouwompitees  ;  make  money  or  coin.  Puck- 
hummin  ;  to  bore  through.  Puckwhegonnautick  ;  the  awl 
blade  flicks.  Tutteputch  anawfin  ;  to  fmooth  them,  which 
they  do  on  Quuffuckanam  ;  Jlones.  QuufTuck  ;  a  Jlonei 
Cauompfk  ;  a  whet-Jlone.  Nickautick  ;  a  kind  of  wooden 
pincers  or  vice.  Enomphommin  ;  to  thread  or  firing.  A- 
conaquunnauog  ;  thread  the  beads.  Enomphommees  ; 
thread  orftring  thefe.  Enomphofachick  \Jlrung  beads.  Saw* 
hoog  ;  or  Sawhofachick  ;  loofe  beads.  Naumpacouin  \  to 
hang  about  the  neck.     Machequoce  ;  a  girdle. 

Chap.  XXV. 
Anaquufliauog  ;  or  Anaquufhanchick  ;  traders.  Ana- 
quufhento  ;  let  us  trade*  Cuttafha  ;  or  Cowachaunum  ; 
have  you  this  or  that  ?  Nitafha  ;  or  Nowachaunum  ;  /  have. 
Nquenowhick  ;  /  want  this,  &c.  Nowekineam  ;  /  like  this. 
Nummachinammin ;  /  do  not  lika  Maunetafh  nquenow- 
hick ;  /  want  viany  things.  Cuttattauamilh  ;  /  will  buy  this 
\of  you.  Nummouanaquifh  ;  /  come  to  buy.  Mouanaquufh- 
auog  ;  or  Mouanaquulhanchick  ;  chapmen.  Nummautana- 
quufh  ;  J  have  bought.  Cummanohamin  ;  have  you  bought  ? 
Cummanohamoufh ;  I  will  buy  of  you.  Nummautanohamin  ;. 
J  have  bought.  Kunnauntatauamim ;  /  come  to  buy  this. 
Comaunekunnuo  ;  have  you  any  cloth  ?  Koppocki ;  thick 
\cloth.  Waffappi  j  thin.  Suckinuit  ;  black  or  blackijlo. 
Mifliquinuit ;  red  cloth.  Wompinuit ;  white  cloth.  Wom- 
pequayi ;  cloth  inclining  to  white.  Etouwawayi ;  woolly  on 
bothfides\  Muckucki ;  bare  without  wool.  Checheke  maut- 
flia  ;  long  lofting.  Quunafcat ;  of  a  great  breadth.  Tiock- 
quufcat ;  of  little  breadth.  Wufs  ;  the  edge  or  lift.  Aumpa- 
cunniih  ;  open  it.  Tuttepacunnifh  ;  fold  it  up.  Mat  weiheg- 
ganunno  -,  there  is  no  wool  on  it.  Tanogganifh ;  jhake  it. 
Wufkinuit ;  new  cloth.  Tanocki,  tanockfha ;  it  is  torn  or 
rent.  Eatawus  ;  it  is  old.  Quuttaunch  ;  feel  it.  Audta  y 
a  pair  of  fmall  breeches  or  apron.     Cuppaimilh  7  I  will  pay 

you  : 
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you  :  which  is  a  word  newly  made  from  the  Englifli  wore! 
fay.  Tahenauatu  ;  what  price  ?  Tummock  cummeinfh  j 
I  will  pay  you  beaver.  Teauguock  cummeinfh ;  I  will  give 
you  money.  Wauwunnegachick ;  very  good.  Cofaumawem; 
you  ajk  too  much.  KuttiackquufTauwaw  \  you  are  very  hard. 
Aquie  iackquuffaume  ;  be  not  fo  hard.  Aquie  wufiaumo- 
wafh  ;  do  not  ajk  fo  much*  Tafhin  commeiim  ;  how  much 
fhall  I  give  you  ?  Kutteaug  eommeinfh ;  /  will  give  you  your 
money*  Nkeke  eommeinlh  ;  I  will  give  you  an  otter.  Coan- 
ombuquuiTe  \  or  KuttafFokakomme  ;  you  have  deceived  me, 
Cuppannawem  ;  you  lie;  Mifquefu  kunnukke  ;  your  otter  is 
reddijhi  Yo  auwuffe  wunnegin  ;  this  is  better.  Yo  chip- 
pauatu  ;  this  is  of  another  price.  Augaufauatu  ;  it  is  cheap. 
Muchickauatu  ;  //  is  dear.  Wuttunnauatu  ;  it  is  worth  it. 
Wuniihaunto ;  let  us  agrea  Aquie  neefquuttonck  quuffifh  j 
do  not  make  ado.  Wuche  nquittompfcat  ;  about  a  penny. 
Cummammenafh  nitteauguafh  ;  will  you  have  my  money  ? 
Nonanum  ;  or  Noonfhem  ;  /  cannot.  Tawhitch  nonanum 
ean  ;  why  can  you  not  ?  Machage  nkockie  ;  /  get  nothing. 
Tafhaumfkuffayi  commeiim  ;  how  many  fpans  will  you  give 
me  ?  Enadatafhaumfcuflkyi ;  feven  fpans.  Cowenaweke  ; 
you  are  a  rich  man.  Aketafh-tamoke  ;  tell  my  money.  Now 
annakefe ;  /  have  mis-told.  Cofaumakefe ;  you  have  told  too 
much.  Cunnoonakefe  ;  you  have  told  too  little.  Shoo  keki- 
neafs  :  look  here.  Wunetu  nitteaug ;  my  money  is  very  good. 
Mamattifluog  kutteauquock ;  your  beads  are  naught.  Tafhin 
mefh  commaug  ;  how  much  have  you  given  ?  Chichegm  ;  d 
haicheU  Anafkunck ;  a  hoe.  Maumichemanege  ;  a  needle: 
Cuttatuppaunamum  ;  take  a  meafure.  Tatuppauntuhom- 
min  ;  to  weigh  withfcales.  Tatuppauntuock  ;  they  are  weigh- 
ing.  Netatup  ;  it  is  all  one.  Kaukakineamuck  ;  or  Pebe-*j 
nochichauquanick ;  a  looking  glafs.  Cummanohamogunna ; 
they  will  ,buy  it  of  you.  Cuppittakunnemous  ;  take  your  cloth 
again.  Cuppittakunnami ;  will  youferve  me  fo  ?  Cofaunv 
peekunnemun  ;  you  have  torn  me  off  too  Utile  cloth.  Cum-& 
machetannakunnamous  ;  I  have  torn  it  off  for  you.  Taw- 
hitch cuppittakunamiean  ;  why  do  you  turn  it  upon  my  hand  ? 
Kutchicheginafh,  kaukinne  pokefhaas  ;  your  hatchets  will  be 
foen  broken.  Teano  wafkifhaas  ;  foon  gapped.  Natouafhock- 
quittea  ;  a  fmith.  Kuttattau  amifh  auke  ;  /  would  buy  land 
of  you.  Tou  nuckquaque ;  how  much  f  Wuche  wuttotanick  j 

for 
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for  a  town  or  plantation.  Niflekirieam  ;  I  have  no  mind  to  feek. 
llndianfuck  fekineamwock  ;  the  Indians  are  not  willing.  Noo- 
inapuock  naugum  ;  they  want  room  them/elves.  Cowetompa- 
timmin  ;  we  are  friends.  Cummaugakeamifh  ;  I  will  give 
hou  land.     Aquie  chenawaufifh  ;  be  not  churlijh. 

Chap.  XXVI. 

Noonat ;  I  have  not  money  enough.    Nbonamautuckquawhe ; 

truftme.     Kunnooriamautuckquaufh  ;  I  will  owe  it  you.     No- 

namauruckquaheginafh  ;  debts.      Nofaumautackquawhe  ;  / 

am  much  in  debt.     Pitch  nippautowin  ;  I  will  bring  it  to  you. 

Chenock  naquombeg  cuppauutiin  nitteauguafh  ;  when  will 

you  bring  me  my  money  f  Kunnaumpatous  ;  or  Kukkeefkwhufh ; 

I  will  pay  you.     Keefkwhirri  teaug  mefin  ;  pay  me  my  money. 

Tawhitch  peyauyean  ;  why  do  you  come  f     Nnadgecom  ;  / 

come  for  my  debts.     Machetu  ;  a  poor  man.     Nummacheke  ; 

I  am  a  poor  man.     Meih  nummauchnem  ;  /  have  been  fick. 

Nbwemacaunalh  nitteauquafh  ;   I  was  fain  to  fpend  my  money 

p  my  ftcknefs*     Mat  noreaugo  ;  /  have  no  money.     Kekine- 

fh  nippetunck  ';  -look  here  in  my  bag.     Nummache  mauga- 

afh  ;  I  have  already  paid.     Mat  coanaumwaumis  ;  you  have 

t  kept  your  word.     Kunnampatowin  keenowwin  ;  you  muft 

ay  it.     Machage  wuttamauntam  ;  he  minds  it  not.    Machage 

uftammauntammoock  ;   they    take  no    care    about   paying. 

icheme  notammauntam  ;  I  do  always  mind  it.    Mat  nick- 

wemen  naukocks  ;  I  cannot  fleep  in  the  night  for  it. 

Chap.    XXVII. 

Ntauchaumen  ;  I  go  to  hunt.     Ncattitcan  weeyous  ;  I  long 

m  venifon.     Auchautuck  ;  let  us  hunt.     Mowetauchaumen  ; 

will  hunt  with  you.   Anumwock ;  dogs.    Kemehetteas  ;  creep. 

}\\q\\    nkcmehetteem  ;   /  will  creep.     Pumm   pumtnoke  ; 

wt.    Uppctetoua  ;  a  man  Jhot  accidentally.     Ntaumpauchau- 

en  ;  /  come  from   hunting.     Cutchafhineanna  ;  how  many 

ave  you  killed  f     Nneefnneanna  ;  /  have  killed  two.     Npi- 

ckwinneanna  ;  I  have  killed  ten.     Numrnouafhavvmen  ;  / 

o  to  fet  traps.     Apehana  ;  trap,  traps.     Afhappock  ;  hemp. 

"afaunock  ;  flax.     Wufkapehana  ;  >new  traps.    Eataubana  ; 

Id  traps.     Npunnowwaumen  ;  1  muft  go  to  my  traps.     Num- 

ifhkommin;  I  have  found  a  deer.     Ncummootamuck quim 

natoquus  ;  the  wolf  hath  robbed  me.     Sunnuckhig  ;  a  falling 

'rap.     NanowwufTu  ;  it  is  lean.     Wauwunnockoo  ;  it  is  fat. 

Weekan  ;  itisfweet.     Machemoquut  ;  it  fmellsill.     Anit  ; 

k  is  putrified.     Poquefu  ;  half  a  deer.     PofVattuck  ;  or  Mif- 

O        \VqU  v.]  fcfu  ; 
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fefu  ;  a  zvhole  deer.     Aunan  -y  or  Moofquin  ;  a  fawn.     Y& 
afipaugon  ;  thus  thick  of  fat.     Noonatch  ;  or  Attuck  ntiyu  < 
I  hunt  venifon.     Mifhanneke  ntiyu  ;  I  hunt  a  fquirrel.     Pau* 
kunnawaw  ntio  ;  /  hunt  a  bear.     Wuffeke  ;  the  hinder  fart  of\ 
the  deer.     Uppeke  ;  a /boulder.     Uppekequock  ;  /boulders. 
Wulkan  ;  a  bone.     WufTuckquun  ;  a  tail.     Awemanittin  5 
the  rutting  time.     Paufhinurnmin  ;  to  divide.     Paulhinum-j 
mauatittea  ;    let  us  divide.     Caufkafhunck  ;  the  deer  fkinJ 
Ntaumpowwufhaumen  ;  I  come  from  hunting. 
Chap.  XXVIII. 

Ahanu  ;  he  laughs.  Tawhitchahanean  ;  why  do  you  laugh  f 
Ahanuock  ;  they  are  merry.  Nippauochaumen  ;  we  are 
dancing.  Pauochauog  ;  they  are  playing  or  dancing.  Pau- 
ochautowwin  ;  a  bauble  to  play  with.  Piflinneganalh  ;  their 
playing  ru/bes.  Akefuog  ;  they  are  telling  ofrujbes.  Ntaquie 
akeiamen  ;  /  will  leave  play.  Nchikoflimunnafh  ;  /  wiU 
bum  my  ru/bes.  Wunnaugonhommin  ;  to  play  at  dice  in  their 
tray.  Afauanafh  ;  the  painted  plumbftones  which  they  throw.\ 
Pafuckquakohowauog  ;  they  meet  to  foot -ball. 
Chap.   XXIX. 

Nanouefhln  ;  or^Awepu  ;  a  peaceable  calm,  for  Awepu  fig- 
nifies  a  calm.  Nummufquantum  ;  /  am  angry.  Tawhitch 
mufquawnamean  ;  why  are  you  angry  f  Aquie  mufquantafh ; 
ceafefrom  anger.  ChachepifTu  ;  or  Nifhquetu  \  fierce.  Taw- 
hitch chachepifettit  nilhquehettit  ;  why  are  they  fierce  I 
Cumrnufquaunamuck  ;  he  is  angry  with  you.  Matwauog  ; 
foldiers.  Matwauonck  ;  a  battle.  Curnmufquaunamifh  ;  / 
am  angry  with  you.  Cummufquawname  ;  are  you  angry  with 
me  P  Mifkifauwaw  ;  a  quarrelfome  fellow.  Tawhitch  nilk- 
quekean  ;  why  are  you  fo fierce  f  Ntatakcommuck  quun  ewo? 
he  Jlruck  me.  Numrnokokuhitch  -7  or  Ncheckequunnitch  $; 
I  am  robbed.  Mecautea  ;  a  fighter.  Mecauntitea  ;  let  us  fight. 
Mecaunteafs  \  fight  with  him.  Wepe  cummecautch  ;  you  are 
a  quarreller.  Juhettitea  ;  let  us  fight.  Awaun  necawniaum 
piafha  ;.  who  drew  the  firft  bow,  or/bot  the  firft/hot  f  Nippa- 
ketatunck  ;  he  /hot  firft  at  me.  Whauwhautowaw  anowat  ; 
there  is  an  alarm.  Wopwawnonckquat ;  a  hubbub.  Amau- 
muwaw  paudfha  ;  a  mejfenger  is  come.  Keenomp-pauog  ;  or 
Muckquomp-pauog  ;  captains,  or  valiant  men.  Negonfha- 
chick  ;  leaders.  Kuttowonck  ;  a  trumpet.  Popowuttahig  ; 
a  drum.  Not  that  they  have  fuch  of  their  own  making  ; 
yet  fuch  they  have  from  the  French  ;  and  I  have  known  a 

good 
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feood  drum  made  amongft  them  in  imitation  of  the  Englifh. 
Duaquawtatatteaug  ;  they  train.  Machippog  ;  a  quiver. 
Cauquattafh  ;  arrows.  Onuttug  ;  a  half  moon  in  war.  Pefk- 
kinck  ;  a  gun.  Saupuck  ;  poivder.  Matit ;  anloaden.  Me- 
Ihimu  leaden.  Mechimuafh  ;  load  it.  Pummenummin 
Jeauquafh  ;  to  contribute  to  the  wars.  Afkvvhitteafs  ;  keep 
patch.  Afkwhitteachick  ;  the  guard.  Afkwhitteaug  ;  it  is 
\be  guard.  WefalTu  ;  afraid.  Cowefafs  ;  are  you  afraid  f 
jTawhitch  wefafean  ;  why  fear  you  f  Manowefafs  ;  I  fear 
tone.  Kukkufhickquock  ;  they  fear  you.  Nofemitteunck- 
|uock  ;  they  fly  from  us.  Onomatta  cowauta  ;  let  us  purfue. 
Nuckquufha  ;  I  fear  him.  WuflTemo  ;  he  flies.  WuiTemo- 
vock  ;  they  fly.  Npauchippowein  ;  Iflyforfuccour.  Kee- 
auname  ;  fave  me.  Npummuck  ;  lamjhot.  Chenawaufu  ; 
wurlifh.  Waumaufu  ;  loving.  Tawhitch  chenawaufean  ; 
why  are  you  churlifb  f  Aumanfk  ;  or  Waukaunofint ;  a  fort. 
pjpfhitteaug  ;  they  lie  in  the  way.  Aumanfkitteaug  ;  they 
rtify.  KekaumwaW  ;  a  f corner  or  mocker.  Nkekaumuck 
wo  ;  he  f corns  me.  Aquie  kekaumowafh  ;  do  not  f corn.  Se- 
:ineam  ;  I  have  no  mind  }o  it.  NifTekineug  ;  he  likes  not  me. 
>Jummanneug  ;  he  hates  me.  Sekinneauhettuock  ;  or  Man- 
nnewauhettuock  ;  they  hate  each  other.  Nowetompatimmin  ; 
ve  are  friends.  Nowepinnatimin  ;  we  join  together.  Nowe- 
)innachick  ;  my  companions  in  war,  or  affbciates.  Nowechu- 
ettimmin  ;  we  are  confederates.  Nechufe  ewo  ;  this  is  my 
•ffbciate.  Wechufittuock  ;  they  join  together.  Nweche  kok- 
:ewem  ;  /  will  be  mad  with  him.  Chickauta  wetu  ;  an  houfe 
'red.  Yo  anawhone  ;  there  I  am  wounded.  *  Miflinnege  ;  a 
aptain.  Nummiflinnam  ewo  ;  this  is  my  captive.  Wafkeiu- 
lettimmitch  ;  at  beginning  of  the  fight.  Nickqueintonck- 
[uock  ;  they  come  againfl  us.  Nickqueintouoog  ;  I  will  make 
var  upon  them.  Nippauquanauog  ;  I  will  deflroy  them.  Que- 
ntauatittea  ;  let  us  go  againfl  them.  Kunnauntatauhuckquun  ; 
ie  comes  to  kill  you.  Pauquana  ;  there  is  aflaughter.  Pequut- 
oog  pauquanan  ;  the  Pequuts  are  jlain.  Awaun  wuttunnene  ; 
vho  have  the  viclory  f  Tafhittawho  ;  hozv  many  are  flain  f 
^eeftawho  ;  two  are  flain.  Piuckquunneanna  ;  ten  are  flain. 
Sfifs-niflbke  ;  kill,  kill.  Kunnifh  ;  /  will  kill  you.  Kunnif- 
lickquun  ewo  ;  he  will  kill  you.  Kunnifhickquock  ;  they  will 
:ill  you.  Siuckifluog  ;  they  are  flout  men.  NickummifTuog  ; 
hey  are  weak.  Nnickummaunamauog  ;  Ifhall  eafily  vanquijb 
'hem.     Neene  nuppamen  ;  /  am  dying.     Cowaunckamifh  5 

quarter, 


1 04  Vocabulary  of  the 

quarter,  quarter  !  Kunnanaumpafummifh  ;  mercy,  mercy 
Kekuttokaunta  ;  let  us  parley.  Aquetuck  ;  let  us  ceafe  arms*} 
Wunnifhaunta  ,•  let  us  agree.  Cowammaunfh  ;  I  love  you: 
Wunnetu  nta  ;  my  heart  is  true.  Tuppauntalh  ;  confider  what 
IJay.  Tuppauntamoke  ;  do  you  all  confider  ?  Cummequai 
num  cummittamuiFufluck  ka  cummuckiaug  ;  remember  your 
wives  and  children.  Eatch  keen  anawayean  ;  let  all  be  as  you 
fay.  Cowawwunnauwem  ;  you  fpeak  truly.  Cowauontam  5 
you  ale  a  wife  man.  Werompatitea  ;  let  us  make  friends. 
-Chap.   XXX. 

Aunakefu  ;  he  is  painted.     Aunakeuck  ;  they  are  painted. 
Ta whiten  auna  kean  ;   why  do  you  paint  yourfelf  ->     Chefk- 
hofh  ;   wipe  off.     Cummachiteouwunafh  kufkeefuckquafh 
you  fpoil  your  face.     Mat  pitch  cowahick  manit  keeiiteonck^ 
quus  ;  the  God  that  made  you  will  not  know  you. 
Chap.  XXXI. 

Nummauchnem  ;  Iamfick.  Mauchinaui ;  heisfick,  Yo 
wuttunfln  ;  he  keeps  his  bed.  Achie  nummauchnem  ;  /  am 
veryfick.  Noonfhem  metefimmin  ;  I  cannot  eat.  Machage 
nummetefimmin  ;  I  eat  nothing.  Tocketufllnammin  ;  what 
think  you  f  Pitch  nkeeteem  ;  Jhall  I  recover  f  Nifkeefa- 
quufh  mauchinaafh  ;  my  eyes  fail  me.  Ncuirawontapam  ; 
my  head  akes.  Npurnmaumpiteunck  ;  my  teeth  ah.  Nche- 
fammattam  ;  or  Nchefammam  ;  I  am  in  pain.  Nupaquon- 
tup  kufpiffem  ;  bind  my  head.  Wauaupuniih  nupaquontup  ; 
lift  up  my  head.  Nchefamam  nfete  ;  my  foot  is  fare.  Ma- 
chage nickowemen  ;  1  jlecp  not.  Nnanotiflu  ;  I  have  a  fe- 
ver. Wame  kufTopita  nohock  ;  my  body  burns.  Nratupe 
note  ;  or  Chickot  ;  I  am  all  on  fire.  Yo  nteatchin  ;  1  Jhake 
for  cold.  Ntatuppe  wunnepog  ;  Ifbake  as  a  leaf.  Puttuck- 
humma  ;  cover  me.  Pautous  nototam  mim  j  reach  me  the 
drink.  Tahafpunayi  ;  what  ails  he?  Tocketufpanem  ;  what 
ail  you  $.  Tocketufpunnaumaquun  ;  what  hurt  hath  he  done 
to  you  f  ChafTaquunfin  ;  how  long  hath  he  beenfick  f  Nna- 
nowweteem  ;  /  am  going  to  vifit.  Nummockquefe  ;  /  have  a 
fuelling.  Mocquefui  ;  he  isfweVed.  Wamewuhock  mock- 
quefui  ;  all  his  body  is  fivelled.  Wefaualhaui  ;  he  hath  the 
plague.  Wefauafhauonck  ;  the  plague.  Wefauamaurnitch  ,* 
the  great  plague.  Nmunnadtommin  ;  I  vomit.  Nquunnuck- 
quus  ;  /  am  lame.  Ncupfa  ;  I  am  deaf.  Npockunnum  ;  / 
am  blind.  Npockquanammen  ;  my  difeafe  is  I  know  not  what. 
Npefuppaumen ;  I  go  iofweat.     Peftippauog ;  they  arefzveat* 
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>.  Mifquineafh  ;  the  viens.  Nfauapaufhaumen  ;  /  have 
\be  bloody  flux.  Matux  puckquatchick  auwaw  ;  he  cannot  go 
o  Jlool.  Maorretu  ;  a  conjurer.  Powwaw  nippetea  ;  the 
me  (I  is  curing  him.  Yo  wutteantawaw  ;  he  is  a  cling  his  cure. 
^aflcix  ponamiin  ;  give  me  a  plafter.  Mafkit  cotatamhea ; 
ive  me  forne  phyfick  drink.  Niekecteem  ;  /  am  recovered. 
Citummayi  nick  eekon  ;  Iamjufl  now  recovered. 
Chap.  XXXII. 

Afpummiflin  ;  be  is  not  yet  departed.  Neene  ;  he  is  draw- 
ng  <M.  Fauiawuc  kitonckquewa  ;  he  cannot  live  long.  Cha- 
be*  unnea  ;  he  is  near  dead.  Kitonckquei ;  he  is  dead.  Nip-, 
vi maw  ;  he  is  gone.  Kakitonckqucban  ;  they  are  dead  and 
$%e.  Michemcihawi ;  be  is  gone  forever.  Mat  wonck  kun- 
rawmone  ;  you  fhall  never  fee  him  mofe.  Wunnowauntam 
vuicoafin  ;  grieved  and  in  biiternefs.     Nnowantam  ntoafin  ; 

m  grieved  for  you.  Aquie  mifhafh  3  or  Aquie  mifhom- 
rvoke  ;  do  not  name.  Cowewenaki ;  you  wrong  me,  to  wit, 
n  naming  the  dead.  Pofakunnamun  ;  to  bury.  Aukuck  po- 
lamun ;  to  lay  in  the  earth.  Wefquaubenan  -r  to  wrap  up% 
\  winding  mats  or  coats,  as  we  fay,  winding  flieets. 
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A  Letter  from  Col.  Paul  Revere  to  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 

Dear  Sir,  , 

IN  the  fall  of  1774  and  winter  of  1775  I  was  one  of  up- 
wards of  thirty,  chiefly  mechanics,  who  formed  ourfelves 
into  a  committee  for  the  purpofe  of  watching  the  move-^jl 
ments  of  the  Britifh  foldiers,  and  gaining  every  intelligence^ 
of  the  movements  of  the  tories.  We  held  our  meetings  at 
the  Green-Dragon  tavern.  We  were  fo  careful  that  our 
meetings  fhould  be  kept  fecret,  that  every  time  we  met, 
every  perfon  fwore  upon  the  bible,  that  they  would  not  dis- 
cover any  of  our  tranfactions;  but  to  Meffrs.  Hancock, 
Adams,  Doctors  Warren,  Church,  and  one  or  two  more. 
About  November,  when  things  began  to  grow  ferious,  a 
gentleman  who  had  connections  with  the  tory  party,  but 
was  a  whig  at  heart,  acquainted  me,  that  our  meetings  were 
difcovered,  and  mentioned  the  identical  words  that  were 
fpoken  among  us  the  night  before.  We  did  not  then  dif— 
truft  Dr.  Church,  but  fuppofed  it  mull -be  fome  one  among 
us.  We  removed  to  another  place,  which  we  thought  was 
more  fecure  ;  but  here  we  found  that  all  our  tranfactions 
were  communicated  to  Governor  Gage.  (This  came  to  me 
through  the  then  Secretary  Flucker  ;  he  told  it  to  the  gen- 
tleman mentioned  above.)  It  was  then  a  common  opinion, 
that  there  was  a  traitor  in  the  Provincial  Congrefs,  and  that 
Gage  was  poflefled  of  all  their  fecrets.  (Church  was  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Congrefs  for  Bofton.)  In  the  winter,  towards 
the  fpring,  we  frequently  took  turns,  two  and  two,  to  watch 
the  foldiers,  by  patroling  the  ftreets  all  night.  The  Satur- 
day 
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day  night  preceding  the  19th  of  April,  about  12  o'clock  at 
nighr,  the  boats  belonging  to  the  tranfports  were  all  launch- 
ed, and  carried  under  the  fterns  of  the  men  of  war.  (They 
had  been  previoufly  hauled  up  and  repaired.)  We  likewife 
found  that  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  were  all  taken 
off  duty. 

From  thefe  movements,  we  expecled  fomething  ferious 
was  to  be  tranfacted.  On  Tuefday  evening,  the  i  8th,  it 
was  obferved,  that  a  number  of  foldiers  were  marching  to- 
wards the  bottom  of  the  Common.  About  10  o'clock,  Dr. 
Warren  fent  in  great  hade  for  me,  and  begged  that  I  would 
immediately  fet  off  for  Lexington,  where  Meffrs.  Hancock 
and  Adams  were,  and  acquaint  them  of  the  movement,  and 
that  it  was  thought  they  were  the  objects.  When  I  got  to 
Dr.  Warren's  houfe,  I  found  he  had  fent  an  exprefs  by  land 
to  Lexington — a  Mr.  William  Dawes.  The  Sunday  before, 
by  defire  of  Dr. Warren,  I  had  been  to  Lexington,  to  MeiTrs* 
Hancock  and  Adams,  who  were  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clark'5* 
I  returned  at  night  through  Charleftown  ;  there  I  agreed 
with  a  Colonel  Conant,  and  fome  other  gentlemen,  that  if 
the  Britifh  went  out  by  water,  we  would  fhew  two  lanthorns 
in  the  north  church  fteeple  ;  and  if  by  land,  one,  as  a  fignal ; 
for  we  were  apprehenfive  it  would  be  difficult  to  crofs  the 
Charles  River,  or  get  over  Rofton  neck.  I  left  Dr.  Warren, 
called  upon  a  friend,  and  defired  him  to  make  the  fignals. 
I  then  went  home,  took  my  boots  and  furtout,  went  to  the 
north  part  of  the  town,  where  I  had  kept  a  boat ;  two  friends 
rowed  me  acrofs  Charles  River,  a  little  to  the  eaftward  where 
the  Somerfet  man  of  war  lay.  It  was  then  young  flood,  the 
(hip  was  winding,  and  the  moon  was  rifing.  They  landed 
me  on  the  Charleftown  fide.  When  I  got  into  town,  I  met 
Colonel  Conant,  and  feveral  others  ;  they  faid  they  had  ken 
pur  fignals.  I  told  them  what  was  acting,  and  went  to  get 
me  a  horfe  ;  I  got  a  horfe  of  Deacon  Larkin.  While  the 
horfe  was  preparing,  Richard  Devens,  Efq.  who  was  one  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  came  to  me,  and  told  me,  that  he 
came  down  the  road  from  Lexington,  after  fundown,  that 
evening  ;  that  he  met  ten  Britifh  officers,  all  well  mounted, 
and  armed,  going  up  the  road. 

I  fet  off  upon  a  very  good  horfe  ;  it  was  then  about  eleven 
o'clock,  and  very  pleafant.  After  I  had  pafTed  Charleftown 
neck,  and  got  nearly  oppofue  where  Mark  was  hung  in 
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chains,  I  faw  two  men  on  hoffeback,  under  a  tree.     Wh 
I  got  near  them,  I  discovered  they  were  Britifh  office: 
One  tried  to  get  ahead  of  me,  arid  the  other  to  take  me 
I  turned  my  hqrfe  very  cjuick,  and  galloped  towards  Charlef. 
town  neckj  and  then  pufhed  for  the  Medford  road.     Th 
One  who  chafed  me,  endeavouring  to  cut  me  off,  got  into 
clay  pond,  near  where  the  new  tavern  is  now  built.     I  go 
clear  of  him,  and  went  through  Medford,  over  the  bridge 
and  up  to  Menotomy.     In  Medford,  I  awaked  the  Captai 
of  the  minute  men  ;  and  after  that,  I  alarmed  almofl  every  jal 
houfe,  till  I  got  to  Lexington.     I  found  MeiTrs.  Hancock 
and  Adams  at  the   Rev.   Mr.  Clark's  ;  I  told   them  mf  § 
errand,  arid  inquired  for  Mr.  Dawes  ;  they  faid  he  had  nol 
been  there  •   I  related  the  ftory  of  the  two  officers,  and  fupd  id 
pofed  that  he  mud  have  been  flopped,  as  he  ought  to  haves 
been  there  before  me.     After  I  had  been  there  about  half  ait 
hour,  Mr.  Dawes  came ;  we  refrefhed  ourfelves,  and  fet  off 
for  Concord,  to  fecure  the  (lores,  Sec.  there.     We  were 
overtaken  by  a  young  Dr.  Prefcot,  whom  we  found  to  be  a] 
high  fon  of  liberty.     I  told  them  of  the  ten  officers  that  Mr. 
Deverts  met,  and  that  it  was  probable  we  might  be  flopped 
before  we  got  to  Concord  ;  for  I  fuppofed  that  after  nighr^ 
they  divided  themfelves,  and  that  two  of  them  had  fixed! 
themfelves  in  fuch  pafTages  as  were  mod  likely  to  (top  any||i 
intelligence  going  to  Concord.     I  likewife  mentioned,  that  m 
we  had  better  alarm  all  the  inhabitants  till  we  got  to  Con- ft 
cord  ;  the  young  Doclor  much  approved  of  iti  and  faid,  helfc 
would  (lop  with  either  of  us,  for  the  people  between  that  and  k 
Concord  knew  him,  and  would  give  the  more  credit  to  whatffc 
we  Faid.     We  had  got  nearly  half  way  :  Mr.  Dawes  andfp 
the  Dodor  flopped  to  alarm  the  people  of  a  houfe  :  I  was 
about  one  hundred  rods  ahead,  when  I  faw  two  men,  in 
nearly  the  fame  (ituation  as  thofe  officers  were,  near  Charles^ 
town.     I  called  for  the  Doclor  and  Mr.  Dawes  to  come  up  ; 
in  an  inflant  I  was  furrounded  by  four  ; — they  had  placed' 
themfelves  in  a  ffraight  road,  that  inclined  each  way  ;  tfreyl 
had  taken  down  a  pair  of  bars  on  the  north  fide  of  the  road, 
and  two  of  them  were  under  a  tree  in  the  pad u re.  The  Doc-i 
tor  being  foremoil,  he  came  up  ;  and  we  tried  to  get  pad; 
them  ;  but  they  being  armed  with  pifrols  and  fwords,   they] 
forced  us  into  the  pafture  ; — the  Doctor  jumped  his  horfe 
t)ver  a  low  ftone  wall,  and  got  to  Concord,    I  obferved  a 
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[vood  at  a  fmall  diflance,  and  made  for  that.     When  I  got 
\here,  out  flatted  fix  officers,  on  horfeback,  and  ordered  me 
[o  difmount ; — one  of  them,  who  appeared  to  have  the  com- 
mand, examined  me,  where  I  came  from,  and  what  my  name 
pas  ?  I  told  him.     He  afked  me  if  I  was  an  exprefs  ?  I  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative.     He  demanded  what  time  I  left 
Bofloh  ?   I  told  him  ;  and  added,  that  their  troops  had 
latched  aground  in  pafling  the  river,  and  that   there  would 
be  five  hundred  Americans  there  in  a  fhort  time,  for  I  had 
llarmed  the  country  all  the  way  up.     He  immediately  rode 
towards  thofe  who  flopped  us,  when  all  five  of  them  came 
gown  upon  a  full  gallop  ;  one  of  them,  whom  I  afterwards 
found    to    be  a   Major   Mitchel,    of    the    5th  Regiment, 
fclapped  his  piflol  to  my  head,  called  me  by  name,  and  told 
pie  he  was  going  to  afk  me  fome  queff  ions,  and  if  I  did  not 
£ivc  him  true  anfwers,  he  would  blow  my  brains  out.     He 
hen  afked  me  fimilar  queflions  to  thofe  above.    He  then  or- 
lered  me  to  mount  my  horfe,  after  fearching  me  for  arms. 
de  then  ordered  them  to  advance,  and  to  lead  me  in  front. 
vVhen  we  got  to  the  road,  they  turned  down  towards  Lex- 
ngton.     When  we  had  got  about  one  mile,  the  Major  rode 
ip  to  the  officer  that  was  leading  me,  and  told  him  to  give 
ne  to  the  Sergeant.     As  foon  as  he  took  me,  the  Major 
>rdered  him,  if  I  attempted  to  run,  or  any  body  infulred 
hem,  to  blow  my  brains  out.     We  rode  till  \|R  got  near 
^exington  meeting-houfe,   when  the  militia  firft  a  volley 
>F  guns,  which  appeared  to  alarm  them  very  much.     The 
vlajor  inquired  of  me  how  far  it  was  to  Cambridge,  and  if 
here  were  any.  other  road?     After  fome  confuhation,  the 
Vlajor  rode  up  to  the  Sergeant,  and  afked  if  his  horfe  was 
ired  ?   He  anfwered  him,  he  was — (He  was  a  Sergeant  of 
Grenadiers,  and  had  a  fmall  horfe) — then*  faid  he,  take  that 
nan's  horfe.     I  difmounted,  and  the  Sergeant  mounted  my 
lorfe,  when  they  all  rode  towards  Lexington  meeting-houfe. 
went  acrofs  the  burying-ground,  and  fome  pafiures,  and 
ame  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clark's  houfe,  where  I  found  MefTrs. 
Hancock  and  Adams.     I  told  them  of  my  treatment,  and 
hey  concluded  to  go  from  that  houfe  towards  Woburn,     I 
,vent  with  them,  and  a  Mr.  Lowell,  who  was  a  clerk  to  Mr. 
iiancock.     When  we  got  to  the  houfe  where  they  intended 
o  flop,  Mr.  Lowell  and  myfelf  returned  to  Mr.  Clark's, 
0  find  what  was  going  on.     When  we  got  there,  an  elderly 
P         {Vol.  v.]  man 
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man  came  in  ;  he  laid  he  had  juft  come  from  the  tavern1 
that  a  man  had  come  from  Boifon,  who  faid  there  were  n 
Britifh  troops  coming.  Mr.  Lowell  and  myfelf  went  to- 
wards the  tavern,  when  we  met  a  man  on  a  full  gallop,  who 
told  us  the  troops  were  coming  up  the  rocks.  We  after- 
wards met  another,  who  faid  they  were  clofe  by.  Mr.  Low- 
ell afked  me  to  go  to  the  tavern  with  him,  to  get  a  trunk  of 
papers  belonging  to  Mr.  Hancock.  We  went  up  chamber ; 
and  while  we  were  getting  the  trunk,  we  faw  the  Britifh 
very  near,  upon  a  full  march.  We  hurried  towards  Mr. 
Clark's  houfe.  In  our  way*  wTe  paiTed  through  the  militia. 
There  were  about  fifty.  When  we  had  got  about  one  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  meeting-houfc,  the  Britifli  troops  ap- 
peared on  both  iides  of  the  meeting-houfe.  In  their  front 
was  an  officer  on  horfeback.  They  made  a  fnort  halt  ;  when 
I  faw,  and  heard,  a  gun  Jlred,  which  appeared  to  be  a  piitol. 
Then  I  could  diflinguifh  two  guns,  and  then  a  continual 
roar  of  mufquetry  ;    when  we  made  oif  with  the  trunk 

As  I  have  mentioned  Df.  Church,  perhaps  it  might  not  be 
difagreeable  to  mention  fome  matters  of  my  own  knowledge, 
refpecling  him.  He  appeared  to  be  a  high  fon  of  liberty. 
He  frequented  all  the  places  where  they  met,  was  encour- 
aged by  all  the  leaders  of  the  fons  of  liberty,  and  it  appeared 
he  was  refpeclcd  by  them,  though  I  knew  that  Dr.  Warren 
had  not  the  greater!  affection  for  him.  He  was  efteemed  a: 
very  capable  writer,  efpecially  in  verfe  ;  and  as  the  whig 
party  needed  every  flrength,  they  feared,  as  well  as  courted 
him.  Though  it  was  known,  that  fome  of  the  liberty  fongs, 
which  he  compofed,  were  parodized  by  him,  in  favour  of  the 
Britifli,  yet  none  dare  charge  him  with  it.  I  was  a  conftant 
and  critical  obferver  of  him,  and  I  mud  fay,  that  I  never 
thought  him  a  man  of  principle  ;  and  I  doubted  much  in 
my  own  mind,  whether  he  was  a  real  whig.  I  knew  that 
he  kept  company  with  a  Capt.  Price,  a  half-pay  Britifli  offi- 
cer, and  that  he  frequently  dined  with  him,  and  Robinfon, 
one  of  the  Commiflioners.  I  know  that  one  of  his  in-' 
timate  acquaintance  afked  him  why  he  was  fo  often  with 
Robinfon  and  Price  ?  His  anfwer  was,  that  he  kept  compa- 
ny with  them  on  purpofe  to  find  out  their  plans.  The  day 
after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  I  met  him  in  Cambridge,  when 
he  ihew  me  fome  blood  on  his  flocking,  which  he  faid  fpirt- 
ed  on  him  from  a  man  who  was  killed  near  him,  as  he  was 

urging 


Col.  Revere' s  Letter.  m 

jrging  the  militia  on.  I  well  remember,  that  I  argued  with 
myfelf,  if  a  man  will  rifque  his  life  in  a  caufe,  he  mult  be  a 
friend  to  that  caufe  ;  and  I  never  fufpecled  him  after,  till  he 
yas  charged  with  being  a  traitor. 

The  fame  day  I  met  Dr.  Warren.  He  was  prefident  ot 
he  committee  of  fafety.  He  engaged  me  as  a  mefTenger* 
;o  do  the  out  of  doors  bufinefs  for  that  committee  ;  which 
jave  me  an  opportunity  of  being  frequently  with  them.  The 
"riday  evening  after,  about  funfet,  I  was  fitting  with  fome, 
)r  near  all  that  committee,  in  their  room,  which  was  at  Mr. 
rlaftings's  houfe  in  Cambridge.  Dr.  Church,  all  at  once, 
rarted  up — Dr.  Warren,  faid  he,  I  am  determined  to  go 
nto  Bofton  to-morrow— (it  fet  them  all  a  flaring) — Dr. 
barren  replied,  Are  you  ferious,  Dr.  Church  ?  they  will 
lang  you  if  they  catch  you  in  Bolton.  He  replied,  I  am 
erjous,  and  am  determined  to  go  at  all  adventures.  After 
i  coniiderable  converfation,  Dr.  Warren  faid,  If  you  are  de« 
ermined,  let  us  make  fome  bufinefs  for  you.  They  agreed 
hat  he  mould  go  to  get  medicine  for  their  and  our 
vounded  officers.  He  went  the  next  morning  ;  and  I  think 
le  came  back  on  Sunday  evening.  After  he  had  told  the 
rommittee  how  things  were,  I  took  him  afide,  and  inquired 
particularly  how  they  treated*  him.  He  faid,  that  as  foon  as 
pe  got  to  their  lines,  on  Bo  (ton  neck,  they  made  him  a  prif- 
bner,  and  carried  him  to  General  Gage,  where  he  was  exam- 
ined, and  then  he  was  fent  to  Gould's  barracks,  and  was  not 
juffered  to  go  home  but  once.  After  he  was  taken  up,  for 
holding  a  correfpondence  with  the  Britifh,  I  came  acrofs 
iteacon  Caleb  Davis  ; — we  entered  into  converfation  about 
jiim  ;— he  told  me,  that  the  morning  Church  went  into  Bof- 
ton,  he  (Davis)  received  a  billet  for  General  Gage — (he  then 
Bid  not  know  that  Church  was  in  town) — when  he  got  to 
[he  General's  houfe,  he  was  told,  the  General  could  not  be 
[poke  with,  that  he  was  in  private  with  a  gentleman  ;  that 
he  waited  near  half  an  hour,  when  General  Gage  and  Dr. 
Church  came  out  of  a  room,  difcourfing  together,  like  per- 
fons  who  had  been  long  acquainted.  He  appeared  to  be 
buite  furprifed  at  feeing  Deacon  Davis  there  ;  that  he 
[Church)  went  where  he  pleafed,  while  in  Bofton,  only  a 
Major  Caine,  one  of  Gage's  Aids,  went  with  him.  I  was 
bold  by  another  perfon,  whom  I  could  depend  upon,  that  he 
Law  Church  go  into  General  Gage's  houfe,  at  the  above 
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time  ;  that  he  got  out  of  the  chaife  and  went  up  the  ftep« 
more  like  a  man  that  was  acquainted,  than  a  prifoner. 

Sometime  after,  perhaps  a  year  or  two,  I  fell  in  compam 
with  a  gentleman  who  ftudied  with  Church  ;  in  difcourfing 
about  him,  I  related  what  I  have  mentioned  above  ;  he  faidj 
he  did  not  doubt  that  he  was  in  the  intereft  of  the  Britifh 
and  that  it  was  he  who  informed  General  Gage  ;  that  he 
knew  for  certain,  that  a  fhort  time  before  the  battle  of  Lex- 
ington, (for  he  then  lived  with  him,  and  took  care  of  his  bu- 
finefs  and  books),  he  had  no  money  by  him,  and  was  much 
drove  for  money ;  that  all  at  once,  he  had  feveral  hundred 
new  Britifh  guineas  ;  and  that  he  thought  at  the  time,  where 
they  came  from. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  you  a  fhort  detail 
of  fome  matters,  of  which  perhaps  ho   perfon  but  myfelH 
have  documents,  or  knowledge.     I   have  mentioned  fome 
names  which  you  are  acquainted  with  ;  I  wifh  you  would 
afk  them,  if  they  can  remember  the  circurnftance  I  allude  to, 

I  am,  Sir,  with  every  fentiment  of  efteem^ 

your  humble  fervant. 
Bo  ft  on  >  Jan.  i,  179S,  Paul   Revere* 

A  Letter  from  Gov.  Shute  to  Ralle'  the  Jesuit. 
Sir, 

IT  is  now  fome  time  fince  I  received  your  long  letter  ot 
Auguft  lalt  ;  and  had  fent  you  an  anfwer  to  it  before 
now,  but  that  I  was  willing,  and  in  fome  meafure  obliged,  to 
communicate  it  to  the  General  AfTembly  of  this  province  ; 
and  which  I  accordingly  did  at  our  iafr  feflions  ;  and  who 
are  very  much  furpriied  at  many  of  the  articles  contained 
therein,' and  efpecially  at  your  unchriftian,  as  well  as  unkind 
treatment  of  Mr.  Baxter  ;  but  of  that  I  {hall  take  notice  in* 
its  proper  place,  as  I  come  to  it  in  your  letter,  which  I  have 
now  before  me. 

I  obferve,  you  begin  it  with  profefling  yourfelf  a  lover  of 
peace  ;  I  fhall  be  very  glad  to  underftand  you  approve  your- 
felf fo,  in  your  management  and  conduct  with  refpect  to  the 
Indians,  and  efpecially  thofe  that  are  under  the  allegiance 
and  protection  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Great-Britain, 
and  that  accordingly  inhabit  within  his  territories  in  Ame- 
rica. 
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Irica.  And  this  is  what  you  ought  always  to  remember 
(when  you  are  treating  with  the  eaftern  Indians  ;  and  there- 
tore  you  mult  expect  to  be  accountable,  firft  to  God  Al- 
pnighty  by  whom  kings  reign,  and  then  to  his  majefty  and 

fiis  government,  if  a  people  that  have  in  many  folemn 
reaties  put  themfelves,  with  great  willingnefs  and  feriouf- 
pefs,  under  the  government  and  protection  of  the  crown 
(of  Great-Britain,  ihould  by  your  influence  be  feduced  from 
It,  and  drawn  into  a  difturbance  of  his  majefty's  govern- 
ment and  people  of  this  province,  who  are  fo  willing  to 
ive  in  peace  and  good  affection  with  them.  But  I  hope 
md  expect  better  things  from  a  miffionary  of  the  gofpel  of 
3eace.  When  you  fay  Ecclefia  abhorret  a  /anguine,  I  fuppofe 
you  mean  vera  Ecclefia,  the  church  of  God,  built  upon  the 
foundation  of  the  apoftles  and  prophets,  Jefus  Chrilt  him* 
felf  being  the  chief  corner  ftone  ;  for  otherwife  we  read  in 
the  revelation  of  a  falfe  church,  or  fpiritual  Babylon,  who 
was  drunk  with  blood,  viz.  the  blood  of  the  faints,  and  of 
the  martyrs  of  Jefus  ;  and  it  will  be  very  terrible  where 
even  a  drop  of  that  blood  is  found,  when  inquifition  is 
made.' 

Your  allegorical  character  of  the  Indians'  temper  and 
refentments  is  a  little  myfterious  ;  however,  I  cannot  ap- 
prehend any  danger  or  mifchief  from  them  fo  long  as  we 
are  juft,  and  keep  our  folemn  agreements  and  treaties  with 
jthem,  which  I  {hall  always  endeavour,  with  utmolt  lincer- 
ity  and  exactnefs,  to  perform  and  make  good  ;  and  that 
you  may  the  better  underftand  what  thofe  are,  I  have  here- 
with fent  you  a  printed  copy  of  the  laft  treaty  I  made  with 
them  myfelf  at  Arowfick,  which  will  fet  you  right  in  ma- 
ny things,  that  hitherto  you  are  either  miftaken  in,  or  not 
well  informed  of. 

After  all,  if  the  Indians  mould,  without  any  juft  provo- 
cation on  our  part,  malicioufly,  or  by  ill  advice,  give  us 
any  difturbance,  (which  God  forbid)  we  fliall  endeavour 
to  defend  ourfelves,  and  punifh  them  ;  always  trufting  in 
the  protection  and  favour  of  a  good,  almighty,  and  a 
righteous  God. 

As  to  the  affair  of  the  man  of  juftice,  by  whom  I  fup- 
pofe you  mean  Capt.  Ephraim  Savage,  I  have  inquired 
into  it,  and  he  juftifies  his  proceedings  in  that  matter  by 
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the  laws  of  this  government  ;  and  you  know  the  old  fay- 
ing, Cum  fueris  Roma^  Romano  vivito  more.     If  the  Indians 
or  French  come  into  our  towns,  they  mull  obferve  the 
laws  of  the  land,  and  efpecially  thofe  referring  to  the  Sab- 
bath or  LordVday,  and  the  prefervation  of  the  peace3 
drunkennefs,  or  the  like  :  and  the  old  gentleman  avers, 
that  he  did  not  other  wife  with  the  Indians  than  he  would' 
have  done  by  Englifh  people  in  the  like  circumftance.     Af-j 
ter  all,  it  is  fuch  a  trifle,  that  it  is  fcarce  worth  men-] 
tioning,  much  lefs  can  it  deferve  to  be  a  foundation  of  al 
public  quarrel,  efpecially  when  the  Indian  had  no  indigni- 
ty  done  his  perfon,  and  all  went  off  with  a  fmall  mulcU 
Befides,  Capt.  Savage  was  a  magiftrate,  under  oath,  and? 
fo  obliged  to  do  what  he  did.     Before  I  leave  this  para-! 
graph,  I  muft  needs  defire  you,  in  your  religious  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  Indians,  to  obferve  and  prefs  upon  them  how 
very  neceffary  it  is  for  them  and  all  chriftians  to  fanctify 
the  Lord's-day  Sabbath. 

As  to  the  bufinefs  of  rum  or  ftrong  drink,  I  am  perfect- 
ly of  your  opinion,  concerning  the  mifchievous  confequen- 
ces  of  fupplying  the  Indians  there-withal  ;  that  it  is  de- 
ftructive  to  foul  and  body ;  and  that  it  has  all  along  had  J 
great  hand  in  private  murthers,  as  well  as  the  open  and 
cruel  wars  we  and  they  have  in  times  pail  been  engaged  in^ 
— but  how  to  prevent  it,  Hie  labor ,  hoc  opus. 

The  clergy  of  this  country  have,  from  the  pulpit,  bore 
a  very  affectionate  and  folemn  teftimony  againll  this  wick- 
cdnefs — and  the  government  have  made  very  wholefome 
and  fever e  laws,  with  penalties,  againft  it ;  and  as  often 
as  the  tranfgreffors  are  convicted,  they  are  punifhed  :  but 
helas  !  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  prevent  it,  the  country  and 
fea  coaft  being  fo  large.  However,  you  may  be  allured 
this  government  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than  this  very 
thing,  to  prevent  the  Indians  to  the  eaftward  having  any 
rum  fent  them  ;  and  every  feffion  of  the  General  Affem- 
bly,  we  are  projecting  new  and  more  effectual  methods  for 
that  purpofe  ;  and  I  fhall  take  it  kindly  if  you  can  fuggeft 
any  thing  of  that  fort,  either  of  yourfelf  or  from  the 
Indians. 

Befides  the  laws  of  the  land  againft  this  iniquity,  I  have 
given  ftrict  orders  to  the  officers  of  the  government,  and 
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brlncipal  perfons  of  the  eaflern  parts,  to  take  fpecial  care 
hat  the  Indians  have  no  rum  fold  or  given  them  on  any 
>retence  whatfoever  ;  and  I  am  in  hopes  we  ihall  in  time 
ttain  good  reformation  in  that  article.  However,  you 
null  affure  the  Indians,  that  nothing  of  this  fort  has  ever 
•een  tranfa&ed  by  order,  or  fo  much  as  with  the  know- 
*dge  of  the  government,  for  they  utterly  renounce  and  ab« 
or  it  ;  but  tranfa&ed  fecretly  by  villains  $  for  which  rea- 
3n,  the  iniquity  or  ill  confequences  thereof  cannot  with 
iftice  be  imputed  to  the  government,  no  more  than  a 
lunder  or  robbery  committed  by  the  pirates. 

As  to  your  not  having  an  anfwer  from  this  government 
o  a  letter  of  yours,  dated  three  years  mice,  it  was  before 
ly  arrival  here,  and  therefore  can  fay  nothing  to  it. 

t  am  now  come  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  refers 
)  Mr.  Baxter.  By  the  treaty  I  had  at  Arowfick,  which  I 
mil  again  refer  you  to,  you  will  find,  that  I  prefented 
Ir.  Baxter  to  the  Indians  as  a  Proteflant  miflionary,  to 
rflrucl  them  in  the  religion  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
sfus  Chrift,  according  a's  we  find  it  revealed  in  the  holy 
:riptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teflament ;  and  that  as  he 
ime  with  an  ardent  and  hncere  deiire  for  their  converflon 
nd  eternal  falvation,  fo  I  expected  they  fhould  treat  him 
nth  all  afFeclion  and  refpecl  for  his  character  and  work's 
ike ;  to  which  the  Indians  anfwered,  that  it  would  be 
range  if  they  fhould  not  love  them  that  came  from  God*. 
:  is  true,  they  added  withal,  that  which  was  not  only 
ery  mrpriiing,  but  even  a  contradiction,  or  inconflflency, 
iz.  That  they  dejired  to  be  excufed  as  to  the  Bible,  giving  as  a 
*afon,  That  God  had  given  them  teaching  already.  Mufl  it 
ot  feem  flrange,  even  to  yourfelf,  that  a&eople  whom  you 
retend  to  have  inftrucled  in  the  chrifiian  religion,  and 
ven  profelyted  thereunto,  fhould  difclaim  the  holy  fcrip- 
ires,  which  contain  the  entire  rudiments  of  the  chrifiian 
digion,  and  are  the  only  rule  of  faith,  worfhip,  and  man- 
ers  ?  You  would  do  well  to  explain  that  matter  for  them, 
lat  they  fhould  pretend  to  have  teaching  already,  and  yet 
void  the  Bible.  But  as  to  your  charge  of  Mr.  Baxter's 
rant  of  fcholarfhip,  I  have  never  yet  feen  either  your  Latin 
:tters  to  him,  or  his  anfwers  to  you,  and  fo  cannot  judge 
rhich  of  you  may  have  the  better  as  to  the  Latinifl  ;  but 
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certainly  you  cannot  fuppofe  the,  main  or  principal  qualifi- 
cation of  a  gofpel  minifter  or  miffionary  among  a  barbarous 
nation,  as  the  Indians  are,  to  be  an  exact  fcholar  as  to  the 
Latin  tongue.  I  fay  with  refpect  to  the  Indians,  for  I  am 
perfectly  of  opinion,  that  a  man  cannot  be  accomplished  for 
the  work  of  the  miniftry  without  good  literature  ;  and 
that  next  to  a  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  love  to  fouls,* 
learning  is  not  only  yen'  ornament,  but  even  neceffary  to  an 
able  minifter  of  the  New  Teftament — and  yet,  after  all,  a 
man  may  be  well  (killed  in  the  learned  languages  and  not 
capable  ex  improvifo  to  write  a  correct  Latin  letter. 

I  hope  I  need  not  tell  you,  the  main  defign  of  a  chriftiari 
million  among  the  Indians  is.  to  bring  them  from  the  dark-- 
nefs  of  their  ignorance  and  paganifm  to  the  marvellous 
light  of  the  goipel  ;  and,  under  the  influence  of  the  di- 
vine fpirit,  to  tranflate  them  from  the  power  of  fatan,  who 
has  had  a  ufurped  poffeffion  of  thefe  parts  of  the  world  for 
lb  many  ages,  to  the  kingdom  of  the  Son  of  God,  whofe 
right  it  is,  and  to  whom  every  knee  fhall  bow,  &c.  And 
as  I  can  affure  you,  it  was  with  this  defign  that  I  carried 
and  left  Mr.  Baxter  in  thofe  parts  ;  fp  I  dare  anfwer  for  it, 
he  had  never  undertook  the  bleffed  work,  but  with  and 
from  the  fame  principle  ;  moft  ferioufly  and  affectionately 
profeffing,  there  was  nothing  he  defired  more  in  the  world 
than  to  be  inftrumental  in  letting  up  and  carrying  on  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jems  Chrift  among  the  Indians. 
And  it  feems  itrange  to  me,  that  one  who  profeffes  himfelf 
a  chriftian  miffionary,  as  you  do,  among  the  fame  people* 
fhould  not  only  oppofe,  but  even  ridicule  a  million  in  the 
fame  glorious  name,  and  for  the  fame  bleffed  end  ;  al- 
though the  method  taken  may  be  very  differing.  Your 
conduct  in  this  affair  does  not  feem  to  be  agreeable  to  the 
fpirit  and  practice  of  the  great  Apoftle  in  his  Epiftle  to  the 
Philipians,  chap.  i.  verfes  15,  16,  and  fo  on,  "  What  then? 
Notwithftanding  every  way,  whether  in  pretence  or  in  truth, 
Chriji  is  preached,  and  I  therein  dd  rejoice,  yea  and  I  will  re- 
joice" Upon  which  catholic  principle,  I  had  reafon  to  ex- 
pect, that,  inftead  of  hindering  and  abufing  Mr.  Baxter, 
you  Ihould  have  embraced  and  bid  him  welcome  ;  if  not 
as  a  brother  on  all  accounts,  yet  at  leaft  as  a  fellow-labour- 
er in  the  work  of  the  Lord  j  and  the  rather,  when  the  har- 
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veft  was  fo  plenteous,  and  the  labourers  fo  few  ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  excommunicating  and  unchriftian  treatment  of  the 
poor  Indians  for  only  attending  on  Mr.  Baxter's  inftruc- 
tions,  you  had  recommended  him  and  his  labours  to  thofe 
poor  people.  This  had  been  not  only  for  the  glory  of  God, 
the  promoting  the  common  caufe  of  religion,  but  your  own 
honour  and  comfort. 

After  your  long  paragraph,    referring  to  Mr.  Baxter, 
you  proceed  to  tell  me  of  a  complaint  the  Indians  make  of 
the  treaty  of  Arowfick  being  already  broken  by  the  Englifh 
fettlements  up  the  river  Kennebeck.    Here  again  I  muft  re- 
mark to  you,  that  either  you  never  faw,  or  have  forgot 
the  fubmiflion  and  agreement  of  the  Indians  to  his  majefty 
King  George,  and  his  government  at  Arowfick,  in  that 
treaty,  which  was  but  the  repetition  and  confirmation  of 
j  many  preceding  treaties.     You  will  find,  notwithstanding 
jfome  little  difficulty  and  difpute  at  firfl,  it  was  finally  agreed 
on,  that  the  Englifh  fhould  have,  enjoy,  and  fettle,  if  they 
faw  good,  where  their  predeceffors  had  done,  and  be  look- 
led  upon  as  the  juft  and  rightful  owners  or  proprietors  of 
I  fuch  places  and  lands,  as  at  any  time  heretofore  have  been 
under  the  Englifh   improvement  ;    nor  would  I   put  it 
wholly  on  the  foot  of  pofTeflion,  but  a  juft  and  good  title 
by  purchafe  from  the  natives,  the  original  Indian  fachems 
lor  proprietors  of  thofe  eaftern  lands  ;  for  we  not  only  had 
it  in  command  antiently  from  the  kings  of  England,  but  it 
was  one  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  this  government,  not 
to  enter  upon  any  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  aborigines 
without  a  fair,  honeft  purchafe  ;  and  accordingly  the  gen- 
tlemen claiming  lands  about  Kennebeck  river,  and  thofe 
parts,  have  their  Indian  deeds  to  fhow  for  the  fame. 

As  to  the  lands  lying  to  the  eaftward  of  Pemaquid,  I 
know  of  no  fettlement  defigned  at  prefent  from  hence  in 
thofe  parts  ;  and  whenever  any  does  come  forward,  by  or- 
der of  this  government,  I  fhall  take  care  that  no  lands  be 
entered  upon  but  fuch  as  have  been  honeflly  purchafed  from 
the  Indians,  or  heretofore  poffefled  by  the  Englifh  ;  being 
determined,  according  to  my  promife  at  the  treaty  afore- 
faid,  to  preferve  the  Indians  in  their  rights  of  land,  as  well 
as  other  privileges,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  defend  and  fe- 
cure  the  king's  government  and  the  Englifli  proprieties. 

Q*    lr°l- v-]  You 


i  1 8  Governor  Shute's  Letter  to  Ralle  the  JeJuU. 

You  will  alfo  obferve  by  the  treaty,  that  the  liberty  of 
fiftiing,  fowling  and  hunting,  was  freely,  and  without  ex- 
ception, granted  and  fecured  to  the  Indians.  I  am  glad  to' 
find  no  complaint  upon  that  head. 

In  the  conclufion  of  your  letter,  you  were  pieafed,  as  in 
the  beginning,  to  fet  before  me  the  warlike  and  terrible 
genius  of  the  Indians,  and  the  flrong  alliances  they  have 
with  fome  other  Indian  tribes.  This  harangue  I  can  look 
upon  no  otherwife  than  as  a  menace  and  infult  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  government  and  people  of  this  country  ;  but  you 
will  pleafe  to  remember  what  a  king  of  Ifrael  once  faid  in 
a  like  cafe,  "  Let  not  him  that  puts  on  the  harnefs  boqft  as  he 
that  puts  it  ojf"—^"  Nor  is  the  Jirong  man  to  glory  in  his 
Jirength  ;"— and  as  I  have  told  you  already,  fo  I  now  repeat 
it,  that  as  long  as  we  are  juft  and  true  to  our  treaties  of 
peace,  and  agreements  with  them,  and  give  them  no  juft 
provocation  for  a  war,  we  iliall  not  fear,  or  be  difmayed, 
but  put  our  trull  in  God,  and  not  only  defend  ourfelves, 
but  endeavour  to  chaftife  them.  And  I  would  have  both 
you  and  t'hem  to  know,  that  I  ferve  a  great,  a  wife,  a  juft5 
and  mighty  king,  and  who  will  take  effectual  care  not  only 
to  protect  his  fubjeels,  but  to  punifh  his  enemies  ;  and 
though  they  are  at  fome  diftance  from  his  throne,  yet  he 
will  find  a  way  to  reach  them  with  his  arms,  and  make 
them  feniible  of  his  power  and  juft  difpleafure  ;  and  efpe- 
cially  if  any  of  the  French  King's  fubje&s  are  found  to  be 
promoters  of  any  difturbance  or  war  between  us,  purfuant 
to  that  ftrict.  alliance  between  Great-Britain  and  France,  by 
virtue  of  which  the  French  are  obliged  to  affift  us  againft 
our  enemies.  And  it  feems  ftrange  to  me,  that  when  there 
is  fo  Uriel:  a  union  and  peace  at  home,  between  the  two  na- 
tions, there  mould  be  the  leaft  mention  of  a  war  abroad,  in 
the  plantations.  Nor  will  it  fuiftce  to  fay,  it  is  the  Indians, 
&c.  No  ;  we  have  found,  by  more  than  three  fcore  years* 
experience,  that  we  had  always  lived  in  perfect  peace  with 
our  neighbouring  Indians,  had  it  not  been  for  the  inftiga- 
tion,  protection,  fupply,  and  even  perfonal  affiftance  of  the 
French  *  fo  that  in  cafe  any  unjuft  war  or  breach  fhould 
happen,  (which  God  forbid)  we  mail  look  upon  the  French, 
and  principally  the  popifh  miifionaries  among  them,  as  a 
main   caufe  thereof.     I  rnuft  therefore  advife  and  charge 
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you  to  employ  yourfelf  to  intereft.  all  the  Indians  to  keep 
them  in  peace  ;  to  put  them  in  mind  of  their  own  fubmif- 
fion  and  folemn  covenants,  from  time  to  time,  with  this 
government  ;  to  remind  them  of  their  being  under  the 
happy  protection  and  fubjeclion  of  King  George,  as  they 
themfelves  acknowledge  by  the  treaty — and  finally,  that 
you  will  well  and  faithfully  communicate  to  them  the  con- 
tents of  this  my  letter,  and  allure  them  of  my  jufticeand 
favour  to  them  in  whatever  they  can  reafonably  delire, 
upon  their  faithful,  peaceable,  and  good  behaviour  j  and 
that  they  will  certainly  find  their  account  in  being  at  peace 
and  friendfhip  with  us. 

I  fhall  add  no  more  ;  but  upon  your  juft  refpect  and  du- 
tiful behaviour  towards  his  majefcy's  government  of  this 
province,  with  regard  to  the  Indians,  you  fhall  find  me, 
Sir,  yours,  &c.  Samuel  Shute. 

Poflfcript.  I  have  alfo  enclofed  you  a  copy  of  a  law  of 
this  government,  referring  to  perfons  of  your  order,  that 
are  found  in  any  of  King  George's  dominions,  which  you 
will  do  well  to  confider  of. 

Bofton,  February  2r,   17 18. 

Copies  of  two  Letters  from  Col,  Joseph  Dwight, 
and  Col.  Oliver  Partridge,  to  Governor  Shir- 
ley,  February,  1754. 

Sir, 
FT  was  early  the  care  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  to 
A  cultivate  a  friendfhip  with  the  aboriginal  natives  of 
North-America,  even  from  the  firft  fettlement  of  the  Eng~ 
lifh  provinces.  The  necefiity  and  importance  whereof  is 
well  known  to  your  Excellency,  (efpecially  in  a  time  of 
war  with  the  French.) 

The  French,  being  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  thefe 
people  to  them,  have  fpared  no  pains  or  treafure  to  fecure 
them  in  their  intereft  ;  and  they  have  been  very  fuccefsful 
therein,  particularly  by  fending  their  own  people  among 
them,  and  building  forts  and  trading  houfes  in  their  coun- 
try ;  and  now  they  find  their  account  in  it,  by  command- 
ing almoft  all  the  fur  trade.  The  French  have  heretofore 
extended  their  forts  as  far  as  Ofwego  and  Niagara,  which 

lie 


i2o         Letters  from  Col.  Dwight  and  Coh  Partridge 

lie  in  about  the  latitude  of  the  province  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay  j  but  what  is  more  furprifing,  they  have  lately 
built  at  Ohio,  which  is  much  farther  fouth-weft,  on  a 
branch  of  Miflifippi  river.  The  Indians  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, who  always  have  been  in  friendfhip  with  the  Eng-, 
lifh,  are  juftly  efteemed  a  warlike  people,  and  have  al- 
ways had  a  great  influence  upon  the  other  tribes  of  In- 
dians, as  far  as  their  fame  has  reached.  But  there  now 
feems  to  be  the  utmoft  danger  of  lofing  their  friendfhip, 
and  their  going  into  the  French  intereft.  The  French  are 
continually  fending  their  people  among  them  to  learn  their 
language  and  manners,  and  fome  of  them  intermarry  with 
them  ;  by  which  means  they  will  gain  the  afcendancy  over 
them,  unlefe  they  are  prevented.  As  to  the  fituation  of 
the  Six  Nations,  they  live  from  eaft  to  weft.  The  firft 
town  or  caff le  is  about  forty  miles  weft  of  Hudfon's  river  ; 
not  much  north  of  the  latitude  of  the  town  of  Bofton  ;  and 
the  weilernmoft  of  thofe  tribes,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Senecas,  live  near  the  lake  Erie,  We  would  humbly  pro- 
pofe,  as  neceffary  to  retain  thefe  tribes  in  the  Englifh  inter- 
eft, that  his  rnajefty  give  orders  that  there  be  built  as  many 
forts  as  there  are  towns  or  caftles,  where  the  faid  nations 
dwell ;  which  are  five,  to  wit,  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas, 
Chiugas,  Onondagas,  and  Senecas,  which  poffibly  may  bq 
thought  a  very  confiderable  charge  ;  but  the  advantages,, 
that  will  arife  therefrom,  will  abundantly  (in  all  probabil- 
ity) counterbalance  the  coft  ;  for  by  this  means,  the  Eng- 
lifh crown  will  have  the  benefit  of  the  fur  trade,  and  alfo 
that  of  the  deer's  leather  ;  the  profitable  part  of  which, 
the  French  now  almoft  entirely  engrofs  to  themfelves.  But 
what  is  yet  greater,  there  will  hereby  be  a  line  of  com-, 
munication  from  the  Englifh  fettlements  even  to  the  very 
branches  of  Miflifippi  river  ;  and  thereby  prevent  the 
French  from  encircling  all  the  Englifh  provinces  in  North- 
America,  which  they  have  been  long  attempting,  and  will 
actually  accornplifh,  if  they  are  allowed  to  maintain  their 
fort  at  Ohio,  and  gain  the  afcendancy  over  thefe  tribes. 
By  thefe  forts,  all  communication  between  Canada  and  the 
feveral  tribes  of  Indians  back  of  Pennfylvania,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  even  down  to  South-Carolina,  will  be  en- 
tirely cut  off  5  and  thefe  tribes  will  trade  with,  and  muft 

have 
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lave  their  dependence  on  the  Englifh.  Farther,  if  thefe 
"orts  are  built,  and  the  Six  Nations  retained  in  the  Englifh 
nrereft,  there  will,  in  a  few  years,  be  Englifh  Settlements 
brough  that  country,  which  is  capable  of  making  a  province ; 
nd  in  a  courfe  of  years,  a  very  good  province.  Great  part 
>f  the  lands  are  exceeding  good  ;  befides  many  other  natur- 
1  advantages.  And  farther,  if  thefe  forts  are  built,  there 
rill  be  the  bed  opening,  profitably  to  improve  the  chanta- 
ge donations  from  England  and  Scotland,  that  are  given  for 
ivilizing  and  chriftianizing  the  heathen  ;  as  the  mifliona- 
ies,  fchool-rn  afters,  &c.  may  fafely  dwell  with  the  tribes, 
nd  thereby  gainr  the  advantages  that  the  French  are  now 
hiving  after.  In  order  to  lay  the  foundation  for  accom- 
>lifhing  thefe  great,  good  things,  it  will  be  necefTary  that 
Tol.  Johnfon  and  Major  Lydius,  (who  have  a  great  inter- 
ft  in  thefe"  tribes)  with  fuch  others  as  his  majefty  fhall 
ppoint,  treat  with  thefe  tribes  refpecling  the  building  thefe 
orts.  They  are  a  jealous  people,  and  their  confent  muff  be 
obtained.  There  is  this  probability,  that  it  will  be  plealing 
o  them  ;  viz.  when  the  French  army  went  through  their 
ountry  againft  the  Twigthtwees,  the  Senecas  fent  meffengers 
o  New-York  from  their  own  country,  requefting  the  Eng^- 
ifh  to  come  and  build  a  fort  where  they  dwell  ;  a  large  fig— 
lificant  belt  attended  the  mefTage.  As  the  tribes  of  the  Six 
Nations  chiefly  dwell  within  the  lines  of  the  province  under 
our  Excellency's  more  immediate  government,  we  thought 
t  our  duty  to  make  this  reprefentation  to  you.   And  are,  Sec. 

Joseph  Dwight. 
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o  his  Excellency  Gov.  Shirley. 


Ol  :  Partridge, 


Bofton,  Feh.  4,  1754. 


Sir, 

RELATIVE  to  my  propofal,  juff  hinted  at,  in  a  few  gen- 
ral  terms,  of  the  23d  of  January  laft,  Col.  Partridge  wrote 

few  of  his  fentiments  in  hafte,  as  he  was  going  out  of  town, 
nd  defired  me  to  fign  and  leave  with  your  Excellency, 
k'hich  I  have  done  accordingly,  and  now  enclofe  to  you  : 
ince  which,  I  have  thought  that  the  number  of  forts  he 
ropofes  will  be  more  than  is  needful,  as  two  of  the  lower 
aftles  live  in  the  government  of  New- York.     Towards  the 
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fketch  of  a  plan,  (for  it  would  be  in  vain  in  me  to  pretenS 
to  any  perfect  thing  in  the  affair)  I  would  humbly  beg  leave  ' 
to  propofe,  that  by  patent  from  the  crown ,  a  grant  be  made  of  /; 
the  Iroquois  country  to  twenty  perfons,  more  or  lefs,  of  honv  fy 
our  and  ability  ;  fome  whereof  naturally  formed  for,  capable  j  ^ 
and  difpofed  to  adl  in  things  neceflary  to  be  done,  for  carry ,  | 
ing  on  and  completing  fuch  an  affair  ;  fome  whereof  agaia  Fe 
to  have  a  fpecial  intereft  in  his  majefty's  royal  favours  ;  viz. 
That  they  have  granted  to  them  and  their  heirs,  a  right  of  i 
pre-emption  of  the  natives  of  all  the  lands  in  that  country,  viz.,  | 
from  N.  lat.  41  °  4c/,  fuppofed  to  be  the  north  boundary  of  \ 
Pennfylvania  ;  from  thence  to  extend  north  to  lat.  44°  inJ 
clufively.     The  eaft  boundary  to  be,  at  the  end  of  fifty  miles 
weft  from  Hud  fon's  river  ;  from  thence  weft  to  longitude  i[ 
#  *  *  .  That  the  patentees  pay  a  fmall  yearly  quit-rent,  ta  , 
the  crown,  upon  each  thoufand  acres,  of  the  wliole  contents  0< 
to  raife  a  fund,  fufficient  for  the  building  three  regular  for, 
treffes  ;  to  be  placed  as  his  majefty  fhall  order,  and  for  the 
fubfiftence  of  three  independent  companies,  of  fifty  private 
men  each,  befides  officers,  to  be  ported  in  the  faid  garrifons, 
during    the    king's    pleafure.      That  the   patentees   have 
granted  to  them,  their  heirs  and  afligns,  the  monopoly  of 
the  fur  and  pelt  trade >  within  the  limits  aforefaid,  for  the 
fpace  of  *  *  *  years.     That  the  patentees  and  their  affociates 
be  incorporated  a  province  ;  and  vefted  with  a  civil  authori- 
ty, as  in  the  king's  government  of  New-York. 

If  thefe  thoughts,  or  any  thing  elfe  I  am  capable  of,  fhould 
ferve  for  the  intereft  of  the  crown,  and  are  acceptable  to  you* 
Sir,  I  am  abundantly  rewarded. 

Your  Excellency's  moft  obedient 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

Joseph   Dwightv 
To  his  Excellency  Gov.  Shirley. 

P.  S.  to  the  firft  letter.  When  the  French  army  went;  it 
laft  fpring  to  build  the  fort  at  Ohio,  it  put  the  nations  into  p 
a  great  and  univerfal  ruffle.  The  news  of  it  was  fent  thro* 
their  whole  country  ;  and  down  to  the  tribe  at  Stockbridge, 
the  Mohawk's  nephews,  500  miles  at  leaft,  in  eight  daysi 
Great  confultations  had  upon  it,  but  the  Onondagas  feemed 
to  favour  it,  and  the  reft  let  all  pafs  in  filence. 

Joseph  Dwightv 


Law  Cafe.  tffj 


Law    Cass. 

ta  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  diftrict  of 
New-York,  in  the  eaftern  circuit,  held  at  the  city  of  New- 
York,  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1798. 

efent,  the  Hon.  William  Patterfon,  one  of  the  aflbciate 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  «of  the  United  States — 
Hon.  Robert  Troup,  Judge  of  the  difixict, 

"Jedidiah  Morfe,  complainant  >\ 

againft  V     In  equity. 

John  Reid,  defendant.  J 

rHE  facts  charged  in  the  complainant's  bill,  fubftantial- 
ly,  were,  that  he  was  the  author  and  proprietor  of  a 
)ok  entitled,  if  The  American  Univerfal  Geography  j" 
at  the  fame  had  been  publifhed  by  him  according  to  the 
fit  of  the  Corigrefs  of  the  United  States,  entitled,  "  An  Act 
r  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  fecuring  the  copies  of 
aps,  charts,  and  books  to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of 
ch  copies,  during  the  times  therein  mentioned  ;"  and  that 
ice  the  firft  publication  of  the  faid  book,  he  had,  at  his 
vn  expenfe,  caufed  a  fufficient  number  of  the  copies  of  the 
id  book  to  be  printed,  and  expofed  to  fale  at  a  reafonable 
ice  ;  that  the  defendant,  without  the  confent  of  the  com- 
ainant,  had  reprinted  and  publifhed  a  certain  book,  here- 
fore  printed  and  publifhed  in  Great-Britain,  entitled* 
A  geographical,  commercial,  and  philofophical  view  of 
e  prefent  fituation  of  the  United  States  of  America/'  by* 
e  Rev.  W.  Winterbotham  ;  that  the  fame  comprifed,  with 
me  merely  colourable  alterations  and  abbreviations,  a  copy 
the  faid  book  of  the  complainant,  in  derogation  of  the 
rht  of  the  complainant,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  Act ;  and 
ayed  that  the  defendant  fhould  be  enjoined  from  a  further 
e  of  the  faid  book  by  him  fo  reprinted,  and  that  he  be 
[creed  to  account  for,  and  pay  to  the  complainant,  the 
oflrs  of  the  fales  by  him  already  made.  From  the  anfwer 
the  defendant,  and  the  report  of  referees  appointed  to  ex- 
line  and  compare  the  faid  books,  it  appeared  that  the  ma- 
•ial  facts, dated  in  the  complainant's  bill,  were  true;  and  that 
e  faid  book,  fo  reprinted  by  the  defendant,  amongft  other 
igiarifrns,  elTentially  comprifed,  by  literal  extract  withr 
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fome  colourable  alterations  and  abbreviations,  the  whole,  orj  i 
nearly  the  whole,  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  book  of  the 
complainant ;  that  the  defendant  had  reprinted  3,000  copiea  it 
of  the  faid  book  by  the  Rev.  W.  Winterbotham,  and  had,  ' 
fold  or  difpofed  of  about  1,700  of  the  faid  copies,  but  had 
loft  the  proceeds  of  200  of  fuch  copies  by  means  of  the 
bankruptcy  of  the  vendee. 

The  Court,  on  hearing  courifel,  unanimoufly  ordered,  ad- 
judged, and  decreed,  that  the  defendant  be  enjoined  from 
the  further  fale  of  the  remaining  copies  of  the  faid  book,  fdj 
by  him  reprinted  ;  and  that  he  account  for,  and  pay  to  the! 
complainant,  the  nett  profits  which  would  arife  from  i,70o|jva 
copies  of  the  faid  book  of  the  complainant,  as  part  of  anjil] 
imrjreflion  of  3,000  volumes  ;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  'theSiL 
clerk  to  ftate  the  faid  account,  and  report  the  fame  to  the  H 
court.  „  In! 


An  Account  of  the  present  State  and  Govern-I^ 
ment  of  Virginia.* 

Sect.   I.  ¥ 

Of  the  natural  advantages  of  the  country, 

IT  is  aftonifhing  to  hear  what  contrary  characters  arej3' 
given  of  the  country  of  Virginia,  even  by  thofe  who  havel'p 
often  feen  it,  and  know  it  very  well  ;  fome  of  them  repre-J15 
fenting  it  as  the  bed,  others  as  the  worft  country  in  thelf 
world.  Perhaps  they  are  both  in  the  right.  For  the  mod |  f 
general  true  character  of  Virginia  is  this,  that  as  to  the  nat-P 
ural  advantages  of  a  country,  it  is  one  of  the  belt  ;  but  as  toll 
the  improved  ones,  one  of  the  worft  of  all  the  Englifh  planJP 
tations  in  America.  When  one  confiders  the  wholefome-  t 
nefs  of  its  air,  the  fertility  of  its  foil,  the  commodioufnefs  oil 
its  navigable  rivers,  and  creeks,  the  opennefs  of  its  coaft  alfll 
the  year  long,  the  conveniency  of  its  frefh-water  runs,  and  fl 
fprings,  the  plenty  of  its  fifli,  fowl,  and  wild  beads,  the  va-|| 

rietyJ 


*  This  MS.  was  prefented  to  the  Hiftorical  Society  by  Carter  B.  Harrifon,, 
Efq.  of  Prince- George  county,  in  Virginia,  by  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  John 
Jones  Spooner,  corresponding  member  ;  and  appears,  by  intrinjic  evidence,  to 
have  been  written  in  England,  between  1696  and  1698,  whilft  Sir  Edmund  An-j 
dros  was  governor  of  Virginia.  The  author  had  been  in  Virginia,  and  appear? 
to  have  had  an  antipathy  to  Andros, 
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•iety  of  its  fimples,  and  dying  woods,  the  abundance  of  its 
imbcrs,  minerals,  wild  vines  and  fruits,  the  temperature  of 
[ts  climate,  being  fituated  betwixt  the  extremities  of  both 
peat  and  cold ;  in  fhort,  if  it  be  looked  upon  in  all  refpects, 
is  it  came  out  of  the  hand  of  God,  it  is  certainly  one  of  the 
peft  countries  in  the  World.  But  on  the  other  hand,  if  we 
Inquire  for  well-built  towns,  for  convenient  ports  and  mar- 
kets, for  plenty  of  fhips  and  feamen,  for  well  improved 
irades  and  manufactures*  for  well-educated  children,  for  an 
nduftrious  and  thriving  people,  or  for  an  happy  govern- 
ment in  church  and  ftate ;  and  in  fhort,  for  all  the  other  ad- 
vantages of  human  improvements*  it  is  certainly,  for  all 
hefe  things,  one  of  the  poorer!,  miferablefr,  and  worft  coun- 
ries  in  all  America  that  is  inhabited  by  chriftians. 

It  is  a  common  faying  among  themfelves,  that  if  any 
>ther  nation  had  had  Virginia,  but  the  Englifh,  they  would 
lave  made  it  an  happy  country.  But  it  is  eafier  to  fee  their 
Ihifery,  than  to  find  out  the  caufes  of  it.  No  doubt  it  is 
Ihiefly  to  be  imputed  to  the  firft  wrong  meafures  that  were 
laken  in  not  /eating  themfelves  in '  towns ,  and  to  the  narrow, 
lelfifh  ends  of  moll  of  their  governors,  who  go  eafily  into 
Iny  projects,  whereby  they  may  make  a  prefent  gain,  but 
|ery  difficultly  into  the  expenfive  and  generous  undertakings 
if  doing  good  amongft  them,  which  feldom  turn  to  a  pref- 
|nt,  or  to  a  quick  account.  But  after  all,  perhaps  as  much 
;  3  to  be  imputed  to  the  obftinacy  of  the  people,  as  to  any 
fcther  mifmanagements,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fequel  of  this 
Narrative,  which  will  difcover  a  fad  truth,  viz.  that  the 
bringing  the  people  of  that  country  to  the  improvements  of 
lohabitation,  mud  be  agairift  their  will,  by  virtue  of  the 
ting's  prerogative,  and  not  by  expecting  the  concurrence  of 
[heir  general  afTemblies,  the  major  part  of  the  members 
fvhereof  having  never  feen  a  town,  nor  a  well  improved 
pountry,  in  their  lives,  cannot  therefore  imagine  the  benefit 
►f  it,  and  are  afraid  of  every  innovation,  that  will  put  them 
o  a  prefent  charge,  whatever  may  be  the  future  benefit. 

It  is  impoflible  to  reckon  up  all  the  improvements  which 
flight  be  made  in  fucha  country,  where  many  ufeful  inven- 
iions  would  prefent  themfelves  to  the  induftrious.  Thefollow- 
ng  ones  are  fuch  as  naturally  offer  to  any  judicious  fpeclator. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  and  other  minerals,  with  which 
[hat  country,  to  all  appearance,  is  well  ftored,  together  with 
R         IVoL  v.1  all 
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all  the  advantages  of  wood  to  burn  them,  and  water  to  mak 
the  carriage  eafy.     They  have  like  wife,  in  feveral  places , 
great  deal  of  a  curious  tranfparent  Itone,  finer  than  marble 
which,  together  with  the  iron  and  minerals,  might  be  car 
ried  for  England  as  ballaft  for  fhips,  and  fo  of  little  or  no< 
freight. 

It  is  a  good  country  for  the  manufacture  of  filks  ;  fo 
mulberry  trees,  the  proper  food  for  filk  worms,  thrive  as 
well  there,  as  any  tree  whatfoever  ;  and  a  great  deal  of  this] 
work,  being  the  feeding  of  the  worms,  and  winding  off  on 
the  filk,  might  be  performed  by  negro  children,  that  are] 
now  fo  many  ufelefs  hands.  A  plant,  likewife,  called  filk-> 
grafs,  out  of  which  feveral  fine  things  might  be  made,  is! 
there  in  great  plenty. 

It  is  likewife  very  fit  for  potafh  for  foap,  by  reafon  of  the; 
infinite  number  of  trees,  which  make  that  country  more  to 
refemble  a  forcft  than  one  of  the  countries  of  Europe. 

It  abounds  a lfo  in  pitch,  tar,  rofin,  mafts,  and  all  timbers 
for  (hipping,  which  the  Briftol  men  being  fenfible  of,  make 
uie  of  the  opportunity  to  build  fhips  there  at  very  eafy  rates.j 

Wheat,  rye,  indian  corn,  oats,  barley,  peafe,  and  manySjc 
other  forts  of  pulfe  grow  there  in  great  plenty,  and  are  very; 
uieful  for  the  fupply  of  Barbadoes,  and  the  other  Leeward 
iflands,  as  alfo  of  New-England,  which  produces  very  littldli 
wheat,  or  indian  corn,  the  froft  of  late  years  often  taking  idf 
before  it  is  ripe.  o 

That  country  has  alfo  great  advantages  for  the  makings  b 
of  cider,  wine,  oil,  diftilled  fpirits,  figs,  raifins,  and  con-  u 
ferved  fruits.     The  country  producing  huge  quantities  o%, 
the  bed  apples,  pears,  peaches,  quinces,  cherries,  flraw- 
berries,  mulberries,  rafpberries,  putchamins,  and  melons^ 
and  abounding  every  where  with  feveral  forts  of  wild  grapes^ 
the  woods  alio  bringing  good  ftore  of  chefhuts*  walnuts,; 
hickery  nuts,  chincopins,  and  other  fhell  fruit  of  a  very  oilyfl 
fubftance.  i 

Flax,  hemp,  and  cotton  grow  there  very  fine.  Here |  h 
might  be  a  great  trade  for  fturgeon,  drums,  fheep (heads,] n 
and  feveral  other  fifh,  as  alfo  for  whales.  Ici 

There  might  be  a  vaft  Indian  trade  for  fkins  and  furs' i 
carried  on  there,  they  lying  near  a  great  many  Indians  tojtli 
the  weft  and  fouthwelt.  "  \tii 

It  is  an  excellent  country  for  dying  fluff,  and'  curiousb 
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i^mples,  as  alfo  for  feveral  other  curious  woods  ufed  in  wain- 
:oting  and  cabinet-making,  fuch  as  cedar,  cyprefs,  fafla- 
ras,  black  walnut,  Sec. 
In  many  places  of  that  country,  there  is  great  flare  of  the 
lyrtleberries,  which  being  boiled  up  to  a  wax,  make  as 
ood  candles  as  the  be  ft  wax  candles  whatfoever,  the  muff 
whereof,  inftead  of  itinking,  does  really  perfume  like  incenfe. 
We  need  not  mention  tobacco,  which  would  likewife  be 
in  excellent  ftaple  commodity  of  that  country,  if  they  would 
nake  it  good,  without  tram ;  but  fo  it  is  at  prefent,  that  to- 
bacco fwallows  up  all  other  things,  every  thing  elfe  is  neg- 
ecled,  and  all  markets  are  often  fo  glutted  with  bad  to- 
bacco, that  it  becomes  a  mere  drug,  and  will  not  clear  the 
reign  t  and  cuftom. 

Sect.   II. 
Of  the  feveral  forts  of  inhabitants  and  cultivation  of  Virginia. 

SO  much  for  the  natural  (we  cannot  fay  commodities, 
3ut)  difpofition  and  advantageous  c ire um fiances  of  the 
rountry. 

But  now,  if  it  be  inquired,  what  fort  of  a  country  it  is  ? 
fter  all  this,  we  muft  reprefent  it  after  a  quite  different 
nanner  from  what  migiit  be  expected  from  the  firft  and 
Ideft  of  all  the  Englifh  plantations  in  America.  As  to  the 
wtward  appearance,  it  looks  all  like  a  wild  defert,  the  high 
ands  overgrown  with  'trees,  and  the  low  lands  funk  with 
vater,  marfri,  and  fwamp  :  The  few  plantations  and  cleared 
rounds  bearing  no  proportion  to  the  rough  and  unculti- 
vated. 

The  inhabitants  are  of  three  forts,  planters,  tradefmen, 
nd  merchants. 

Though  the  planters  are  the  moll  numerous,  perhaps  not 
he  hundredth  part  of  the  country  is  yet  cleared  from  the 
voods,  and  not  one  foot  of  the  marm  and  fwamp  drained. 
Vs  faff  as  the  ground  is  worn  out  with  tobacco  and  corn,  it 
uns  up  again  in  underwoods  ;  and  in  many  places  of  the 
ountry,  that  which  has  been  cleared  is  thicker  in  woods 
han  it  was  before  the  clearing.  It  is  but  in  very  few  places 
hat  the  plough  is  made  ufe  of ;  for  in  their  firft  clearing 
hey  never  grub  up  the  flumps,  but  cut  the  trees  down  about 
wo  or  three  feet  from  the  ground,  fo  that  all  the  roots  and 

{tumps 


12  8  An  Account  of  Virginia. 

flumps  being  left,  that  ground  muft  be  tended  with  hoes  ; 
and  by  that  time  the  (tumps  are  rotten,  the  ground  is  worn 
out.  And  having  frefh  land  enough,  of  which  they  muft 
clear  fome  for  fire  wood,  they  take  but  little  care  to  recruit 
the  old  fields  with  dung.  Of  grain  and  pulfe,  they  com- 
monly provide  only  as  much  as  they  expecl:  they  themfelves 
fhall  have  occalion  for,  for  the  ufe  of  their  families,  there* 
being  no  towns  or  markets,  where  they  can  have  a  ready 
vent  for  them,  and  fcarce  any  money  to  ferve  for  a  common; 
exchange  in  buying  and  felling.  The  only  thing  whereof 
they  make  as  much  as  they  can  is  tobacco  ;  there  being  al-.i 
ways  a  vent  for  that,  at  one  time  of  the  year  or  other  ;  be- 
fides  that  their  want  of  cloaths,  and  houfehold  furniture,  and 
all  their  other  neceflaries,  inftigate  them  to  make  as  much  to- 
bacco as  they  can,  this  being  the  money  of  that  country 
which  anfwers  all  things.  But  the  great  labour  about  to- 
bacco being  only  in  furnmer  time,  they  acquire  great  habits 
ot  idlenefs  all  the  reft  of  the  year. 

For  want  of  towns,  markets,  and  money,  there  is  but  littl 
encouragement  for  tradefmen  and  artificers,  and  therefor 
little  choice  of  them,  and  their  labour  very  dear  in  the  coun-« 
try.      A  tradefman   having  rio  opportunity  of  a  market 
where  he  can  buy  meat,  milk,  corn,  and  all  other  things,  muft 
either  make  corn,  keep  cows,  and  raife  flocks  himfelf;  or 
muft  ride  about  the  country  to  buy  meat  and  corn  where  he|  i 
can  find  it  ;  and  then  is  puzzled  to  find  carriers,  drovers, 
butchers  ;   faking  (for  he  cannot  buy  one  joint  or  two)  and 
a  great  many  other  things,  which  there  would  be  no  occafion 
for  if  there  were  towns  and  markets.     Then  a  great  deal  of 
the  tradefmen's  time  being  neceflarily  fpent  in  going  and 
coming  to  and  from  his  work,  in  difperfed  country  planta-| 
tions,  and  his  pay  being  generally  in  ftraggling  parcels  of  to- 
bacco, the  collection  whereof  cofts  about  10  per  cent,  and 
the  beft  of  this  pay  coming  but  once  a  year,  fo  that  he  can- 
not turn  his  hand  frequently  with  a  fmall  ftock,  as  tradef- 
men do  in  England  and  elfewhere  ;  all  this  occafions  the 
dearth  of  all  tradefmen's  labours,and  likewife  the  difcourage- 
ment,  fcarcity  and  infufficiency  of  tradefmen. 

The  merchants  live  the  beft  of  any  in  that  country  ;  but 
yet  are  fubj eel:  to  great  inconveniencies  in  the  way  of  their 
trade,  which  might  be  avoided  if  they  had  towns,  markets,  and 
money  :  For,  firft,  they  are  obliged  to  fell  upon  truft  all  the 
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year  long,  except  juft  a  little  while  when  tobacco  is  ready, 
2.  They  likewife  drive  a  pitiful  retail  trade  to  ferve  every 
jnan's  little  occafions,  being  all,  in  efTecl,  but  country  chap- 
men, for  want  of  towns  to  be  a  center  of  trade  and  bufinefs. 
Beiides  the  charge  of  it  they  are  neceftuated  to  truft  all 
Fheir  concerns  to  their  receivers,  who  go  about  among  the 
planters  that  owe  them  tobacco,  and  receive  and  mark  it 
"or  them,  which  receivers,  if  they  want  either  fkill  or  honef- 
y,  it  proves  very  fatal  to  the  merchant.  4.  They  are  at  the 
:harge  of  carting  this  tobacco,  fo  marked  and  received,  to 
onvenient  landings  ;  or  if  it  lies  not  far  from  thefe  landings, 
:hey  mud  trufbto  the  feamen  for  their  careful  rolling  it  on 
Doard  of  their  (loops  and  fhallops :  and  if  the  feamen  roll  it 
n  bad  weather,  or  dirty  ways,  it  is  expofed  to  a  great  deal 
)f  damage.  5.  It  is  a  great  while  before  the  fhips  can  be 
oaded,  their  freight  lying  at  fuch  a  diftance,  and  being  to  be 
>rought  together  in  this  fcrambling  manner.  By  reafon  of 
his,  it  is  an  ufual  thing  with  fhips  to  lie  three  or  four  months 
n  the  country,  which  might  be  difpatched  in  a  fortnight's 
ime,  if  the  tobacco  were  ready  at  certain  ports  ;  and  this 
nflames  the  freight  to  almoft  double  the  price  of  what  it 
leeded  to  be,  if  the  fhips  had  a  quick  difpatch. 

In  New-England,  they  were  obliged  at  their  fir  ft  fettle- 
hent  to  fettle  in  towns,  and  would  not  permit  a  fingie  man 
p  take  up  land,  till  a  certain  number  of  men  agreed  together, 
is  many  as  might  make  a  townfhip  ;  then  they  laid  them  out 
I  town,  with  home  lots  for  gardens  and  orchards,  out  lots 
pr  corn-fields,  and  meadows  and  country  lots  for  planta- 
tons,  with  overfeers  and  gangs  of  hands,  which  would  have 
proved  an  excellent  way  in  fuch  a  country  as  Virginia  is. 
put  this  opportunity  being  loft,  they  feated  themfelves,  witho- 
ut any   rule  or  order,  in  country  plantations  ;  and  being 
ften  fenfible  of  the  inconveniencies  of  that  difperfed  way  of 
ving,  their  General  AiTemblies  have  made  feveral  attempts 
)  bring  the  people  into  towns,  which  have  proved  all  in- 
ffe&ual. 

One  error  has  generally  run  through  all  thefe  undertak- 
es, viz.  that  they  always  appointed  too  many  towns,  which 
ill  be  ftill  the  fault  of  them,  if  they  are  contrived  by  a 
eneral  AlTembly  :  For  every  man  defiring  the  town  to  be 
>  near  as  is  poffible  to  his  own  door,  and  the  burgefTes  fet- 
ng  up  every  one  of  them  for  his  own  county,  they  have 
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commonly  contrived  a  town  for  every  county,  which  might 
be  reafonable  enough  hereafter,  when  the  country  comes  to 
be  well  peopled  ;  but  at  prefent  is  utterly  impracticable,  for 
want  of  people  to  inhabit  them,  and  money  to  build  them. 
And  therefore  we  cannot  but  think  the  Governor  and  AfTem- 
bly  of  Maryland  have  taken  a  much  wifer  courfe,  who,  in 
their  law  for  towns,  have  ordered  only  two  towns,  in  that 
whole  province,  viz.  one  on  the  eaftern  and  another  on  the 
weftern  more.  So  perhaps  two  or  three  towns  in  Virginia 
would  be  enough  at  firft.  The  country  might  add  more  af- 
terwards, as  they  increafe  in  wealth  and  people. 

Another  error  they  ran  into,  in  their  lad  law  for  towns, 
was,  that  they  made  it  utterly  unlawful  to  buy  or  fell  any 
goods  exported  or  imported  but  at  thefe  towns,  under  no 
lefs  a  penalty  than  the  forfeiture  of  mip  and  goods  ,-  which 
was  a  great  force  upon  trade,  and  would  have  made  all  peo- 
ple very  uneafy  at  prefent ;  though  on  the  other  hand  there ' 
is  this  to  be  faid  for  it,  that  their  merchants  being  already 
feated  with  their  (lores  in  country  plantations,  and  having 
their  customers  all  round  about  them,  without  fome  con- 
siderable force,  could  not  be  induced  to  leave  ail  thefe,  and 
to  come  and  live  in  towns. 

Some  are  of  opinion,  that  the  King's  confiituting  ports 
for  exportation  and  importation  would  do  thebufinefs,  i.  e. . 
would  bring  the  trade  to  thefe  ports  ;  and  perhaps  it  would  I 
at  the  long  run  ;  for  ail  that  fet  up  for  merchants,  after  fuck.  I 
a  conftitution  of  ports,  would  probably  fet  up  at  thefe  places;  I 
but  it  would  be  a  long  time  before  the  old  merchants,  who  1 
are  in  the  prefent  poffeffion  of  the  trade,  would  be  perfuaded  ' 
to  leave  their  country  houfes,  und  ftores,  to  come  and  live  at 
towns.     Perhaps  if  there  were  great  care  taken  to  encourage 
thefe  port  towns  with  privileges  and  immunities,   and  like-  j 
wife  to   difcourage  the   country   ftores,  the   thing  would  \ 
quickly  be  more  effectual.     However,  it  is  hoc  opus  hie  labor  * 
eft,  if  towns  and  ports  can  be  brought  to  bear,  the  chief  ob- v 
iiruction  to  the   improvement  of  that  country  will  be  re- j 
moved.     It  is  certain  that  little  help  towards  it  is  to  be  ex- j 
peeled  from  the  General  AlTembiy  ;  except  they  fhould  come  j 
to  have  a  Governor,    in  whom    they  have  a  mod  mightjH 
confidence,  that  he  acts  for  the  public  good,  which  was  the'' 
cafe  in  Governor  Nicholfon's  time,  when  we  fee  they  were 
not  only  willing  to  have  towns,   but   to  force  them,  with; 
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many  vifible  inconveniencies.  But  for  their  own  temper, 
they  fhowed  it  as  foon  as  he  was  was  gone,  i.  e:  they  are 
daily  more  and  more  averfe  to  cohabitation  ;  the  major  part 
of  the  houfe  of  burgefles  confifting  of  Virginians  that  never 
faw  a  town,  nor  have  no  notion  of  the  conveniency  of  any 
other  but  a  country  life.  As  a  proof  whereof,  perhaps  it  may 
not  be  unfit  to  give  an  account  of  an  argument  which  was 
brought  againft  towns,  by  an  ingenious  Virginian,  who  had 
never  been  out  of  the  country.  His  argument  was  this  : 
c  That  they  might  obferve  already,'  wherever  they  were  thick 
feated,  they  could  hardly  raife  any  flocks,  or  live  by  one 
another  ;  much  more,  concluded  he,  would  it  be  impoffible 
for  us  to  live  when  a  matter  of  an  hundred  families  are 
cooped  up  within  the  compafs  of  half  a  mile  of  ground." 

The  want  of  money,  which  is  another  great  ohflru&ion  of 
their  improvement,  is  chiefly  occafioned  by  the  governor, 
who  finds  it  his  intereft  to  encourage  the  tobacco  and  to 
difcourage  the  money  dealings,  for  by  that  means  he  has  as 
much  of  his  falary  as  he  pleafes  paid  him  in  bills  of  exchange, 
which  is  better  for  his  ufe  to  lay  up  in  England,  than  that 
country  money,  being  commonly  pieces  of  eight  at  five 
millings.  Then  for  what  he  wants  to  buy  in  the  country, 
he  can  buy  it  much  cheaper  for  quit-rent  tobacco  than  for 
money,  v.  g.  an  ox  which  would  cofl  him  50  fhillings  or 
£.  3,  he  can  buy  for  fix  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  which 
he  buys  of  the  King  at  4  fhillings  or  4  and  fix  pence  the 
hundred,  fo  that  he  hath  the  ox  for  about  half  price  of  what 
it  would  cofl  him  in  money, 

The  Governor  thus  difcouraging  money  dealings,   the 
auditor  is  very  fcrupulous  of  taking  money  of  the  collectors-* 
and  the  collectors  of  the  merchants,  and  the  merchants  of 
the  people,  and  the  people  of  one  another  ;  this  being  all  a- 
natural  chain  of  confequences  :  For  the  auditor  has  but  lit- 
tle occafion  for  money,  but  to  pay  it  to  the  Governor,  nor 
he  collectors  but  to  pay  it  to  the  auditor,  nor  the  merchants 
>ut  to  pay  it  to  the  collectors  for  the  a  fhillings  a  hogfhead  ; 
nor  the  people  but  to  pay  it  to  the  merchants  for  fuch  things 
ts  they  have  occafion  for  ;  fo  that  a  pofitive  inftruction  thaK 
he  2  fhillings  per  hogfhead  fhould  be  paid  in  money,  would 
:ure  all  this,  efpecially  if  the  value  of  money  were  afcer- 
ained.     Pieces  of  eight  are  afcertained  by  law  at  5  fhillings, 
Hit  that  law  is  very  imperfect  j  for  there  being  no  weight  af- 
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figned,  they  fcruple  a  light  piece  of  eight,  alledging  it  it 
clipped,  or  a  Peru  piece,  as  not  being  good  filver  ;  and  no 
other  coin  is  at  all  afcertained,  except  Englilh  money,  of; 
which  there  is  very  little  in  the  country. 

"  Lad  AfTembly,  the  Houfe  of  BurgefTes  fent  up  a  bill  for' 
afcertaining  all  coin,  but  it  was  thrown  out  in  the  Council^ 
without  fo  much  as  defiring  a  conference  about  it,  or  offer- 
ing any  amendments. " 

It  were  good  fome  corhmon  ftandard  of  money  was  eftab- 
lifhed  all  over  the  Englifti  plantations  of  America  :  For 
Pennfylvania  enhancing  the  price  of  money,  and  ordering  a 
fmall  piece  of  eight  of  twelve  penny  weight  to  go  for  6  ihil- 
lings,  aiid  fo  Mill  for  more,  according  to  its  weight,  does  by 
that  means  drain  all  the  money  from  Virginia  and  Maryland 
the  bed  piece  of  eight  going  in  Virginia  for  5  fhillings,  and] 
in  Maryland  for  4  and  fix  pence; 

Sect.   III. 

Of  land,  viz.  How  it  is  taken  up  ;  lapfes  and  ef cheats. 

THE  method  fettled  by  the  King,  from  the  firft  feating 
of  thatcountry,was  to  allot  50  acres  of  land  to  every  one  that; 
ihould  adventure  into  that  country,  which,  if  it  had  been 
punctually  obferved,  would  have  been  a  lading  encourage- 
ment  to  adventurers,  till  the  country  had  come  to  be  welt \ 
peopled  ;  but  as  the  matter  has  been  managed,  the  land  is 
now  gone  from  the  King*  and  yet  the  country  but  very  ill 
peopled. 

The  firft  great  abufe  of  this  defign  was  by  the  ignorance j 
and  knavery  of  furvey  ors,  who  often  gave  out  draughts] 
of  furveys  without  ever  actually  furveying,  or  even  com-; 
ing  on  the  lands.     Only  they  gave  defcription  by  fome 
natural  bounds,  and  were  fure  to  allow  large  meafure,  that 
fo  the  perfons  for  whom  they  ftirveyed  might  enjoy  much 
larger  tracts  of  land  than  they  were  to  pay  quit-rent  forJ 
Then  all  courts  were  'very  lavifli  in  allowing  certificates] 
for  rights  ;  for  if  a  matter  of  a  fliip  came  into  any  court 
and  made  oath,  that  he  had  imported   himfelf,  and  fo 
many  feamen,  and  paffengers,  at  divers  times,  into  thtf 
country,  and  that  he  never  elfewhere  made  ufe  of  thefd 
rights,  he  had  prefently  an  order  granted  him  for  fo  many  I 
rights,  (i.  e.  fo  many  times  50  acres  of  land)  ;  and  thefe 
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rights  he  would  fell  and  difpofe  of  for  a  fmall  matter. 
Perhaps  the  fame  feamen  made  oath  at  another  court,  that 
they  had  adventured  themfelves  fo  many  times  into  the 
country,  and  had  not  elfewhere  proved  their  rights  ;  and 
upon  this  they  had  an  order  for  fo  many  rights,  toties,  quo- 
ties.  The  mailers,  likewife,  that  bought  the  fervants,  fo 
imported,  would,  at  another  court,  make  oath,  that  they 
had  bought  fo  many  perfons,  that  had  ventured  themfelves 
into  the  country  ;  and  upon  this,  fo  many  rights  were  or- 
dered them  ;  fo  that  ftill  the  land  went  away,  and  the  ad- 
venturers themfelves,  who  remained  in  the  country,  for 
whom  it  was  originally  defigned,  had  the  leaft  fhare.  Then 
great  liberty  was  ufed  in  iffuing  certificates  for  rights,  by 
the  county  clerks,  and  efpecially  by  the  clerks  of  the  fecre- 
tary's  office,  which  was,  and  is  ftill,  a  conftant  mint  of 
thefe  rights,  where  they  may  be  purchafed  at  very  eafy 
rates  of  the  clerks,  from  five  millings  to  one  milling  per 
right. 

Thefe  things  Were  not  unknown  to  the  government, 
who  connived  at  them,  thinking  it  a  very  pardonable 
:rime,  that  the  king's  land  was  given  away  to  people,  that 
really  and  truly  had  no  right,  fince  by  this  mean  the  land 
was  taken  up,  and  fo  the  king  had  fo  much  more  quit- 
rents  paid  him,  whereas  that  which  was  not  taken  up 
)aid  nothing.  But  they  little  confidered  that  the  fmall 
profit,  that  comes  by  quit-rents,  doth  not  balance  the  great 
lamage  of  leaving  the  country  without  inhabitants,  which 
s  the  effect  of  the  methods  they  have  followed  ;  for  the 
dng  and  kingdom  of  England  gain  near  two  hundred 
Imes  as  much  by  an  ordinary  planter,  as  the  king  would 
lave  got  by  the  quit-rents  of  the  50  acres  he  mould  have 
lad,  which  may  be  made  out  thus  : — -An  ufual  crop  of  to- 
jacco  for  one  head  is  2000  pounds  weight,  which,  at  fix 
3ence  per  pound,  the  prefent  duty  in  England,  amounts  to 
£.50.  Then  fuppofing  this  2000  pounds  of  tobacco  to  be 
nit  into  three  hogfheads,  here  is  fix.  ihillings  of  Virginia 
luty  to  the  king  by  the  two  millings  per  hogmead.  Then 
;he  freight  of  this,  at  £.8  per  ton,  comes  to  £.6,  which  is 
:ommonly  paid  in  to  England  ;  in  all,  £.$6~6->  befides 
:he  increafe  of  mips  and  feamen,  and  the  multitudes  main- 
ained  by  the  manufacture  of  tobacco  here  in  England, 
knd  the  manufacture  of  Englifh  goods  fold  to  the  planters. 
S       IVol  v.]  .  To 
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To  find  out,  on  the  other  hand,  how  many  acres  of  Uni 
it  will  require  to  make  up  the  bare  £*$6'6  out  of  the 
quit-rents  of  it  in  quit-rent  tobacco,  fold  communibiis  annis^ 
at  five  fhillings  per  hundred,  and  24  pounds  of  tobacco  for 
every  hundred  acres  at  that  rate,  £.  $6  *  6  will  purchafe 
22520  pounds  of  tobacco,  which  is  the  quit-rent  for  93833 
acres  of  land  5  fo  that  one  man's  labour  is  equivalent  to 
the  quit-rents  of  near  an  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  land, 
which  was  the  quantity  allotted  for  2000  men.  Befides^ 
the  quit-rents  would  not  have  been  loft,  but  would  have  I 
been  paid  at  laft,  when  the  country  came  to  be  peopled* 
This  fundamental  error  of  letting  the  king's  land  go  away 
to  lie  wafte,  together  with  another,  of  not  feating  in  town- 
fhips,  as  they  did  in  fome  other  colonies,  is  the  caufe  that 
Virginia  at  this  day  is  fo  badly  peopled. 

Every  one  that  tabes  out  a  patent  for  any  dividend,  or  I 
trad  of  king's  land,  is,  in  the  patent,  obliged  to  two 
things  :  One  is,  to  feat  or  plant  upon  it  within  three  years 
after  the  date  of  the  patent,  otherwife  it  lapfes  again  to'  j 
the  king.     The  other  is,  to  pay  the  quit-rents  at  the  rate 
of  a  {hilling  for  every  50  acres  per  annum.     Seating,  by 
their  law,  is  reckoned  the  building  an  houfe,  and  keeping  I 
a  flock,  one  whole  year.     They  matter  not  how  fmall  an  I 
houfe  it  is ;  if  it  be  but  an  hog-houfe,  it  ferves  the  turn*  I 
And  planting,  their  law  reckons  the  planting  and  tending   < 
one  acre  of  ground  ;  it  is  no  matter  how  badly  ;  and  ei«  i 
ther  of  thefe,  viz.  either  feating  or  planting,  within  the 
three  years9  faves  the  whole  tracl,  if  it  be  never  fb  large,  1 
which  is  the  caufe  that  though  all  the  good  land  of  the 
country  is  taken  up,  yet  there  is  very  little  improvement 
on  it. 

The  land  which  is  neither  feated  nor  planted,  within  the  j 
three  years,  lapfes  to  the  king ;  and  it  is  called  lapfed  land;   } 
but  it  never  comes  into  the  king's  hands,  being  due  by 
their  law  to  any  one  that  firft  petitions  the  General  Court  j 
for  it. 

When  a  man  dies  feized  of  land  in  fee,  without  will  or  j 
heirs,  fuch  land  efcheats  to  the  king.     The  way  of  difpof-  I 
ing  of  it  is  thus  :    The  perfon  in  poffeffion  hath,  by  the 
king's  charter,  the  right  of  the  grant ;  but  of  late,  it  de- 
pends on  the  governor's  favour,  who,  among  the  feveral 
petitions  that  are  prefented  to  him  for  the  benefit  of  the 

efcheat, 
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cfcheat,  accepts  of  any  one  he  pleafes,  and  underwrites  it 
thus  ;  This  petition  is  granted*  paying  compojition  to  the  audi- 
tor according  to  law.  Then  a  warrant  iffues  from  the  gov- 
ernor  to  the  efcheator  of  the  precinct,  who  makes  inqui- 
fkion,  and  finds  the  office  by  a  jury  of  12  men;  which 
inquifition  being  returned  by  the  efcheator  to  the  fecre- 
tary's  office,  lies  tha*e  nine  months,  that  any  perfon  con- 
cerned may  come  and  traverfe  the  office  ;  and  if  nobody 
appears  in  that  time,  a  patent  pafleth  according  to  the 
petitioner's  requeft.  The  efcheator's  fee  is  £.5  fterling, 
and  the  compofition  by  the  charter  is  two  pounds  of  to* 
bacco  per  acre, 

S  e  c  t;  IV. 

Of  the  Governor* 

IT  being  inconvenient  and  chargeable,  in  the  infancy  of 
governments,  to  heap  up  many  officers,  the  ufual  way  is 
to  truft  all  to  one  good  governor,  who,  like  a  tender  nurfe, 
is  fufficient  to  take  the  management  of  the  infant  gov- 
ernment,  till  it  grow  older  and  wants  other  tutors  and 
governors  to  look  after  it. 

All  the  great  offices  in  Virginia,  (being  then  an  infant 
government),  were  at  firft  heaped  upon  one  man ;  and, 
which  is  ftranger,  continue  fo  to  this  day  ;  for  one  man, 

1  ft.  As  governor,  reprefents  the  king,  in  granting  his 
lands  ;  naming  of  feveral  officers  to  all  places  of  truft  in  the 
government ;  in  calling,  proroguing,  and  diffolving  of  a£ 
femblies,  which  are  their  parliaments  ;  in  giving  or  deny- 
ing his  aflent  to  their  laws ;  in  making  peace  or  war ;  and 
in  the  whole  grandeur,  ftate  and  ceremony  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

2d.  As  his  majefty's  lieutenant-general,  and  commander 
in  chief,  he  raifes  and  commands  all  the  militia  and  land 
forces,  and  appoints  all  military  officers  by  commiffion, 
during  his  pleafure.  He  builds  or  demolifhes  what  forti- 
fications he  thinks  fit,  and  makes  up  the  account  of  the 
charge  of  them. 

3d.  As  vice-admiral  of  the  Virginia  feas,  he  takes  ac- 
count of  all  prizes ;  commands  all  mips  and  feamen  ;  lays 
on  and  takes  off  embargoes ;  and  does  all  other  things  that 
belong  to  the  admiralty  office. 

4th. 
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4th.  As  lord-treamrer,  he  iffues  out  his  warrants  for 
paying  of  all  publick  monies  for  the  feveral  ufes  of  the 
government. 

5th.    As  lord-chancellor  or  lord-keeper,  he  paffes,  under 
the  feal  of  the  colony,  all  grants,  both  of  land  and  offices,  | 
and  likewife  decides  all  caufes  in  chancery. 

6th.  As  president  of  the  council,  he  propofes,  directs, 
and  manages  all  confultations  at  that  board. 

7th.  As  lord  chief  juftice  of  the  king's  bench  and  com- 
mon pleas,  and  lord  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  he  fits 
and  prefides  in  a  court  which  is  all  thofe,  and  fo  difpofes 
of  men's  lives,  liberties,  and  properties. 

8th.  As  bifhop  or  ordinary,  he  grants  all  licenfes  of 
marriages,  and  inductions  of  minifters,  and  figns  probates 
and  adminiftrations,  and  decides  all  ecclefiaftical  caufes. 

Thefe  being  very  large  powers,  there  were  at  firft  con- 
trived three  feveral  checks  or  reftraints  upon  him,  to  keep 
him  from  abufing  them,  viz.  1.  The  king's  inftruclions. 
2.  The  Council;  and  3.  The  General  Anembly,  which,  as 
the  matter  was  ordered  at  firft,  were  real  checks  upon  the 
governors  ;  but  they  have  fince  found  out  ways  to  evade 
them  all,  which  we  are  now  going  to  give  an  account  of, 

1.  The  governor's  inftruclions  were  wont  to  be  com- 
municated  to  the  Council  and  General  Affembly,  and  en- 
tered on  record,  both  in  the  fecretary's  office,  and  the 
houfe  of  burgeffes'  book  \  as  being  the  meafure  and  rule 
of  the  governor's  power,  and  their  guide  in  all  their  ad- 
vices and  confultations.  But  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
late  governors  to  keep  the  council,  and  all  mankind,  in 
the  dark,  as  to  their  inftruclions,  and  to  communicate 
only  now  and  then  one,  or  a  piece  of  one,  to  a  General 
AfTembly,  or  council,  as  they  found  it  make  for  their  in-.  , 
tereft,  or  helped  them  out  in  cafe  of  fome  difficulty.  By 
thefe  means,  no  man  being  able  to  accufe  them  as  acting 
contrary  to  their  inftruclions,  the  check  of  the  inftru&ions 
was  evaded  ;  for  nobody  knows  them,  but  fome  few  about 
Whitehall,  and  there  all  was  fafe  enough,  as  long  as  no- 
body  from  Virginia  made  any  complaint. 

2.  The  governor  was  appointed  to  act  with  the  exprefs 
advice  and  confent  of  the  council,  who  at  that  time  were 
named  by  the  king,  and  held  their  place  during  his  pleas- 
ure \  and  fo  were  in  fome  fort  exempted  from  all  depend- 

ancc 
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ance  on  the  governor.  But  many  ways  were  found  out 
to  take  off  this  check,  and  fuch  effectual  ones,  that  inftead 
of  being  a  check  upon  the  governor,  the  council  are  now, 
and  always  will  be,  by  the  prefent  conftitution,  at  the  de- 
votion of  the  governor,  and  the  ready  inftruments  to  ad- 
rife,  acl,  or  execute,  not  only  what  he  exprefsly  defires, 
DUt  whatfoever,  by  any  manner  of  indirect  notice,  they 
:an  imagine  will  ferve  and  pleafe  him,  be  governor  who 
will.  This  being  one  of  the  moft  considerable  changes  in 
he  government,  it  will  be  worth  while  to  confider  by 
vhat  fteps  it  was  brought  about. 

Firft,  then,  the  king  knowing  no  body  in  the  country, 
t  was  thought  none  was  fitter  to  give  him  right  charac- 
ers  of  men  than  his  governor,  and  fo  that  came  to  be  the 
ommon  way  that  men  were  recommended  to  be  of  the 
ouncil ;  and  by  this  means  the  governor  found  a  way 
o  keep  out  all  but  his  own  creatures. 

2.  There  being  at  the  firft  feating  of  the  country,  and 
Dr  feveral  years  afterwards,  great  ficknefs  and  mortality, 
thereby  it  came  to  pafs,  that  fometimes  there  were  many 
acancies  in  the  council,  from  which  the  governor  repre- 
mted  the  king's  bulinefs  might  fuffer  in  the  mean  time, 
or  want  of  a  iufficient  number  of  counfellors  ;  upon  this, 
i  power  was  granted  to  the  governor,  if  at  any  time  the 
umber  fell  under  nine,  to  choofe  and  fwear  into  the  coun- 
il  to  the  number  of  nine  ;  and  this  power  being*  once  ob- 

ined,  the  council  was  ftill  kept  about  the  number  of  nine 
r  ten,  that  fo  the  governor  might  fupply  the  vacancies 
y  perfons  of  his  own  choofing. 

3.  After  Bacon's  rebellion,  in  the  year  1676,  this  Bacon 
dng  one  of  the  council,  it  was  fuggefted  to  the  king, 
iat  if  the  governor  had  had  power  to  fufpend  Bacon  in  time, 

foon  as  he  firft  perceived  him  to  be  a  man  of  a  turbulent 
irit,  that  rebellion,  perhaps,  might  have  been  prevented, 
pon  this,  a  new  power  was  conferred  on  the  governor, 
hereby  he  might  fufpend  any  of  the  council  at  his  plea- 
re,  only  tranfmitting  to  the  king,  afterwards,  the  ac- 
ifations  againft  that  counfellor,  and  his  anfwers  in  writing. 

4.  The  council  being  generally  in  hafte  to  get  home, 
>ntented  themfelves  with  giving  their  opinions  upon  any 
bject.  that  was  propofed  to  them,  leaving  it  to  the  clerk 

take  the  minutes,  and  draw  up  the  orders  5  but  they 

never 
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never  faw  them  fairly  drawn,  nor  heard  them  afterward* 
read  in  council ;  the  confequence  whereof  was,  that  thij 
clerk,  who  was  put  in  by  the  governor,  and  held  his  plac< 
during  his  pleafure,  would  draw  up  and  word  thefe  order; 
exactly  as  the  governor  fhould  dictate  j  nay,  fuch  fraud; 
have  been  contrived  of  this  nature,  that  not  only  th< 
true  orders  have  been  mifreprefented,  and  drawn  to  s 
fenfe  that  never  was  intended  by  the  council,  but  alfo  ne^ 
orders  have  been  framed,  quite  contrary  to  what  has  beer 
voted  and  agreed  to  by  the  council  board. 

5,  But  that  which  finifhed  this  great  work  of  fubjecting 
the  council  to  the  governor's  pleafure,  was  the  power  h< 
had  of  beftowing  all  the  places  of  truft  and  profit  in  th* 
government,  and  the  fecret  he  found  of  beftowing  their 
all  upon  the  council,  howfoever  inconveniently  they  mighl 
live  for  them,  and  that  only  during  his  own  pleafure 
This  was  the  infallible  means  of  obliging  the  council  tc 
their  good  behaviour;  and  not  only  of  delivering  himf  el 
from  all  curb  and  reftraint  from  them,  but  of  gaining  al 
their  power  as  an  addition  to  his  own.  The  places  he  ha; 
to  beftow  upon  them  are  the  eight  collectors,  and  as  man) 
naval-officer's  places,  and  the  four  efcheators  ;  all  which  h< 
gives  during  pleafure  ;  befides  the  fecretaries  and  auditors 
who  are  nominated  in  England,  but  by  his  recommenda 
tion.  They  are  likewife  admitted  to  farm  the  quit-rent! 
of  a  county  or  two,  that  lies  molt  convenient  for  them, 
which,  though  it  is  not  a  certain  place,  yet  it  is  a  certaii 
yearly  profit  and  favour. 

This  is  the  true  account  of  the  fubjection  of  the  counci 
to  the  governor,  which  hath  made  fuch  a  mighty  altera 
tion  in  the  face  of  that  government,  that  the  governor  hai 
all  the  council's  power  more  abfolutely  at  command  thai 
if  it  had  been  invefted  in  himfelf  alone  by  the  king.  For 
had  he  the  whole  power  in  himfelf,  he  could  but  orda 
what  he  pleafes,  and  that  he  does  now  ;  but  then  he  woulc 
take  care  to  let  nothing  be  done,  but  what  he  could  be  ac 
countable  for,  and  would  have  nothing  to  cloak  and  excuft 
him  ;  whereas  now,  if  any  thing  is  amifs,  he  can  ftill  faj 
it  was  done  by  the  advice  of  the  council ;  and  fo  has  then 
to  fcreen  him,  both  from  the  difpleafure  of  the  king,  ans 
the  odium  of  the  people,  which  is  fo  great  a  convenience 

th# 
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:hat  it  is  not  likely  he  would  wifli  to  be  more  abfolute  in 
•hat  refpecl,  if  he  could. 

3.  The  General  Affembly  was  a  great  reftraint  upon 
X)th  governor  and  council  for  many  years  after  the  fettle- 
nent  of  Virginia,  viz.4  till  my  lord  Culpepper's  govern* 
nent,  about  the  year  1680  ;  for  till  that  time,  an  appeal 
ay  from  the  General  Court,  which  confifted  of  the 
governor  and  council,  to  the  General  Affembly  ;  and  there 
vas  always  a  committee  of  private  caufes,  as  it  was  called, 
;hofen  by  the  houfe  of  burgeffes,  and  joined  to  a  conimit- 
ee  of  the  council ;  wherein  the  burgeffes  were  at  leaft; 
reble  the  number  ;  and  this  committee  decided  all  fuch 
aufes  as  came  before  them  by  appeal  from  the  General 
kmrt.  But  there  happening  a  difpute  between  the  mem- 
ters  of  the  council,  that  were  of  this  committee,  and  thofe 
f  the  houfe  of  burgeffes,  the  burgeffes  alledging,  that  the 
ouncil  having  given  their  opinions  in  the  General  Court, 
ught  not  to  fet  on  the  fame  caufes  again,  in  a  committee 
f  the  General  Affembly ;  the  lord  Culpepper,  who  had  a 
ngular  dexterity  in  mating  ufe  of  all  advantages  to  his 
wn  intereft,  did  fo  reprefent  this  at  the  court  of  England, 
lat  he  procured  an  order  from  the  king,  to  take  away  all 
jpeals  to  the  General  Affembly,  as  being  inconfiftent  witli 
le  law  and  practice  of  England,  and  that  thenceforth  no 
}peal  fhould  be  made  from  the  General  Court,  but  t|>  the 
ing  in  council,  and  that  in  fuch  caufes  only,  as  fhould  ex- 
Je^  £.360  fterling  ;  and  wherein  good  fecurity  fhould  be 
iven  to  pay  the  principal,  with  all  cofts  and  damages, 
rom  that  time  the  country  has  groaned  under  the  arbi- 
ary  proceedings  of  the  General  Court,  where  the  people's 
res,  liberties,  and  eftates  are  all  at  the  mercy  of  one  man* 
ho,  whatever  way  he  inclines,  fways  the  bench  as  he 
eafes  ;  and  in  cafe  of  injuftice  or  oppreffion,  there  is  no 
3pe  of  relief  or  remedy  ;  all  the  courts  of  England  being 
1  one  in  that  country,  and  the  fame  men  judges  in  all. 

The  other  way  the  General  Affembly  might  be  looked 
X)n  as  a  check  to  the  governor  and  council,  is  by  mak- 
g  reprefentations  of  their  complaints  and  grievances  to 
te  court  of  England. 

But  ways,  likewife,  have  been  found  to  prevent  this* 
id  very  effeAual  ones  too;  For,  1.  Whatever  is  of  this 
ituse,  will  never  receive  the  affent  of  the  upper  houfe, 

which 


3  4®  -An  Account  of  Virginia* 

which  confifts  only  of  the  council,  for  the  reafons"  above 
fet  down  \  whereby  it  appears,  that  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, the  council  will  ftill  be  devoted  to  the  governor,  be 
governor  who  will  i  And  therefore  thefe  complaints  or  pe- 
titions can  never  have  fo  much  weight  and  authority, 
coming  only  from  the  houfe  of  burgeffes,  as  if  they  came 
from  the  General  Affembly. 

2.    The  governor  has  likewife  many  ways  to  make  an 
intereft  in  the  houfe  of  burgeffes,  at  leaft  fo  far  as  to  keep 
things  from  coming  to  that  extremity  \  for  firft,  by  means 
of  the  council,  who  are  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the 
feveral  counties,  and  of  the  other  officers  of  the  militia, 
who  are  all  either  named  by  him,  or  by  the  commanders 
in  chief,  he  has  a  great  ftroke  in  the  elections  of  burgeffes , 
for  the  affembly,  efpecially  the  juftices,  who  have  great 
intereft  in  every  county,  being  commiffioned  by  him  dur«, 
ing  his  pleafure  ;  and  the  fheriff  who  takes  the  poll,  being 
always  his  faft  friend,  as  enjoying  a  good  profitable  place 
by  his  gift,  together  with  the  collection  of  all  the  public, 
county,  and  often  of  the  parilh  levy,  for  all  which  he  has 
i  o  per  cent.     This  fheriff's  place  being  granted  anew  every 
year,  either  by  the  continuance  of  the  old  fheriff,  or  the 
nomination  of  a  new  one,  is  a  conftant  frefh  temptation- 
to  a  great  many  pretenders  to  exert  their  utmoft  fkill  and! 
intereft  in  managing  the  elections  of  the  burgeffes  of  their; 
feveral  counties,  for  the  governor.     Then  after  thefe  two 
burgeffes  are  actually  chofen,  one  of  them  is  very  apt  to ; 
be  gained,  by  the  hopes  of  the  fame  fheriff's  place,  next 
year  ;  or  if  either  of  them  is  a  bold  man  in  the  houfe  of 
burgefles,  the  appointing  him  fheriff  takes  him  out  of  the 
houfe  ;  and  by  this  art  the  governor  can  either  oblige  and 
gain  one  of  the  two  burgeffes  of  a  county,  or  at  leaft  lay; 
him  afide,  that  he  can  do  him  no  hurt/    But  after  all,  if 
oppreffion,  that  makes  men  mad,  ftir  up  fuch  a  fpirit  inj 
the  houfe  of  burgeffes  that  they  go  about  drawing  up  any  j 
petition  or  addrefs  to  the  king,  that  may  prove  to  thJ 
differvice  of  the  governor  and  council,  it  is  not  to  be  im-; 
agined  but  that  the  governor  and  council  will  have  fome 
friends  among  fo  many  men,  who  will  give  them  an  acj 
count  of  it,  before,  by  the  flow  methods  of  that  houfe,  it| 
can  be  brought  to  a  vote,  digefted,  and  framed  into  a  pe- 
tition.   If  all  the  burgeffes  can  be  fuppofed  faithfully  to  ■•- 

keep! 
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keep  fuch  a  fecret,  their  clerk  will  certainly  give  the  gov- 
ernor or  council  an  account  of  it ;  for  his  is  a  place  of  very 
confiderable  profit,  and  he  enjoys  it  by  the  governor's  gift, 
and  during  his  pleafure,  and  would  be  fure  to  lofe  his 
place  if  he  were  wanting  to  his  matter's  intereuVon  fuch  an 
occafion,  (tho'  this  is  an  innovation  of  the  governor's,  for  till 
king  James's  reign  the  houfe  of  burgeffes  had  the  nomina- 
tion of  their  own  clerk).  The  defign  being  once  commu- 
nicated to  the  governor  and  council,  the  firft  thing  that 
follows  is  an  immediate  diffolution  of  the  affembly,  which 
the  governor  has  every  minute  in  his  own  power.  But  if 
we  mould  fuppofe  (what  will  never  happen)  that  both 
members  and  clerk  keep  this  intrigue  till  their  petition  is 
quite  finished,  and  perhaps  an  agent  named  to  deliver  it 
to  his  majefty,  and  to  manage  it  at  the  court  of  England, 
this  being  a  buiinefs  of  charge  and  expenfe,  and  they, 
having  no  power,  without  the  confent  of  the  governor 
and  council,  to  raife  any  money  upon  the  country,  if  they 
go  about  any  fuch  undertaking,  muft  refolve  to  defray 
the  charge  of  it  out  of  their  own  pockets. 

"  About  13  years  ago,  when  the  houfe  of  burgeffes  had 
"  the  nomination  of  their  own  clerk,  after  feveral  fruit- 
¥  lefs  applications  to  the  governor  and  council,  they  went 
"  about  a  petition  of  this  nature  to  the  king,  againft  a 
"  new  invention  of  a  feal,  made  ufe  of  by  the  Lord  Effing- 
Y  ha?n,  who  was  then  governor,  whereby  he  drew  from  the 
66  country  about  100,000  lbs.  of  tobacco  per  annum,  ex- 
"  traordinary  fees  ;  and  fome  other  grievances.  It  hap- 
9  pened  that  the  bufinefs  took  air  a  little  before  the  pe- 
r  tition  was  finilhed,  and  read  in  the  houfe,  and  the  gov- 
"  ernor  fent  for  them,  by  the  meffenger,  to  come  imme- 
u  diately  before  him  ;  they  knowing  that  it  was  to  dif- 
I  folve  them,  firft  difpatched  and  iigned  their  petition, 
f  and  ordered  their  clerk,  and  one  of  the  members,  to 
"  tranfmit  it  to  Whitehall  (to  what  office  we  do  not  re- 
member) and  to  requeft  that  it  might  be  delivered  to 
the  king,  which  they  ventured  to  do.  But  all  the  effect 
H  of  it  was,  that  inftead  of  being  delivered  to  the  king,  the 
very  original  was  fent  back  to  the  lord  Effingham,  to- 
gether with  an  account,  how  it  came  to  their  hands. 
Upon  which  it  was  refolved  to  make  examples  of  thefe 
T         \VoU  v.]  "two 
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i;  two  gentlemen,  that  tranfmitted  it  by  order  of  the  houfe 
"  of  burgelfes,  to  deter  others  from  the  like  attempts  ;  and 
6i  accordingly  one  of  them  being  a  furveyor  and  clerk  of 
"  the  houfe  of  burgefles,  was  turned  out  of  thefe  places  5 
u  and  the  other,  being  a  lawyer,  was  forbid  his  practice 
"  at  the  bar.'* 

From  all  which  it  appears  plainly  how  fait  the  door  is 
flmt  againit  the  houfe  of  burgelfes,  if  they  offer  to  prefent 
3ny  grievances  to  his  majefty,  and  for  any  private  man, 
the  thing  is  fo  improper  and  the  charge  fo  great,  as  well 
as  the  danger  if  he  mifcarries,  and  retuf  ns  into  that  coun- 
try, that  it  will  be  a  rare  thing  to  find  any  man  that  has 
the  eftate  and  courage  to  go  through  with  it. 

The  governor's  falary  was  for  many  years  but  £.iooq 
per  annum,  to  which  the  country  added  perquilites  to  the 
value  of  about  ^.500  more.  Afterwards  the  General 
AlTembly,  by  a  particular  act  for  that  purpofe,  added  £.200' 
a  year  to  Sir  William  Berkley's  falary,  and  inferted  a  claufe 
in  the  act,  that  this  fhould  be  no  precedent  to  other  gov- 
ernors. But  the  Lord  Culpepper,  who  Was  one  of  the 
molt  cunning  and  covetous  men  in  England,  when  he  came 
governor  of  Virginia,  perfuaded  King  Charles  II.  to  raife' 
the  falary  to  him,  being  a  peer,  to  £.2000  per  annum, 
belides  perquilites,  arid  £.150  per  annum  for  houfe  rent. 
And  as  the  yearly  retufn  of  thofe  falaries  makes  them  to  be 
much  better  known  and  remembered,  than  the  firft  caufes' 
and  occafions  of  them,  this  fame  fettlement  has  con- 
tinued ever  lince,  and  is  paid  now  to  Sir  Edmund  Andros^ 
the  prefent  governor •,  out  of  the  two  millings' per  hogfhead* 
given  by  the  country  to  the  king  for  the  fupport  of  the 
government. 

Sir  Edmund  Andros  went  governor  to  Virginia  in  the 
year  1692. 

S  EC  T.      V. 

Of    the     Council. 

HAVING  in  the  laft  paragraph,  upon  occafion  of  the 
governor's  management  of  the  council,  fpoke  feveral  things" 
relating  to  them,  fuch  as  their  conftitution,  their  number, 
the  way  of  their  nomination,  and  fufpenfion,  and  framing7 

of 
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©f  their  orders,  we  fliall  not  now  repeat  any  of  thefe  things, 
only  take  it  for  a  thing  fully  proved,  that  by  the  prefent 
conftitution,  they  are,  and  are  ever  like  to  be,  men  devot- 
ed to  the  governor's  fervice,  and  not  in  the  leaft  any  check 
or  reftraint  upon  him  ;  that  all  their  power,  intereft,  and 
authority  is  fo  much  addition  to  his,  and  therefore  that  it 
is  no  wonder  he  heaps  upon  them  all  the  places  of  truft, 
honour  and  profit,  that  poflibly  he  can  ;  all  thefe  being  fo 
many  ties  upon  their  affection  and  intereft,  and  fo  many 
capacities  wherein  they  are  enabled  to  make  fuitable  re- 
turns of  duty  and  obedience.  We  mall  here  but  juft  name 
the  feveral  places  thefe  gentlemen  hold,  for  the  particular 
accounts  of  them  will  come  better  in  under  fome  other 
heads  of  this  narrative. 

1.  Then — they  are  the  council  of  ftate,  under  the  gov- 
ernor, who  always  prefides  ,  and  in  the  vacancy  of  a  gov- 
ernor, and  lieutenant-governor,  the  eldefl  of  the  council 
is  prefident. 

2.  They  are  the  upper  houfe  of  AiTembly,  anfwering  to 
the  houfe  of  peers  in  England. 

3.  They  are  by  cuftom,  but  without  cominiillon,  the 
Tupreme  judges  (together  with  the  governor,  who  prefides) 
n  all  caufes,    viz,  in  chancery,   king's  bench,    common 

pleas,  exchequer,  admiralty,  and  fpirituality,  and  there  lies 
no  appeal  from  them,  but  to  the  king  in  council  as  above. 

4.  They  are  colonels  or  commanders  in  chief  of  the1 
feveral  counties,,  in  the  nature  of  the  lords  lieutenants  in 
England. 

5.  They  are  the  naval  ofScers,  that  is,  they  are  entrufted 
with  the  execution  of  all  the  a6ts  of  parliament  and  gene- 
ral affembly  about  trade  and  navigation,  though  generally 
great  traders  themfelves.  And  in  this  capacity  they  enter 
and  clear  ail  mips  and  vefTels,  and  exact  great  fees  of  them, 
to  the  value  of  between  ^.3  and  £.4.  fterling  a  veiTel. 

6.  They  are  collectors  of  the  ftanding  revenue  of  two 
(hillings  per  hogfhead,  and  fort  duties,  as  alfo  of  the  groat 
1  gallon,  or  any  other  accidental  impolts  raifed  by  the  Gen- 
eral AiTembly.  Out  of  all  which  they  have  10  per  cent. 
falary.  They  are  commonly  likewife  collectors  of  the  penny 
?er  pound  upon  all  tobacco  exported  from  Virginia  to  the 
other  Englifh  plantations,  and  are  allowed  for  this  20  per 

cent. 
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cent.     But  to  this  laft   they  are  named  by  the  commif- 
iioners  of  his  majefty's  cuftoms  in  England. 

7.  They  are  the  farmers  of  the  king's  quit-rents  in  their 
fever al  counties,  which  are  commonly  fold  to  them  by  the 
auditor,  with  advice  of  the  governor,  at  very  eafy  rates. 

8.  Out  of  them  are  chofen  the  fecretary,  the  auditor, 
and  efcheators  ;  and  if  there  falls  any  good  gift  of  efcheated 
lands,  or  good  land  belonging  to  the  king,  to  be  taken 
up,  or  any  other  favour  from  the  government,  they  have 
the  preference  of  all  other  people. 

Befides  a  freedom  from  arrefts  they  have  ufurped,  as 
will  be  feen  under  the  head  of  adminiftration  of  juftice. 

To  defray  the  charges  of  the  council,  there  is  allowed 
by  the  country  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  two  millings  per 
hogftiead,  the  fum  of  £.350  per  annum,  which  by  law  is, 
to  be  proportioned  by  the  governor  among  the  feveral 
gentlemen  of  the  couucil,  according  to  their  attendance  at 
general  courts  and  affemblies. 

The  council  meets  as  often  as  called  by  the  governor  ; 
the  governor  and  they  confult  of  all  matters  of  Hate,  and 
referable  the  king  and  council  in  England. 

The  prefent  clerk  of  the  council  is  Mr.  Robert  Beverley,* 
who,  befides  perquifitcs,  has  £.50  per  annum  falary,  paid 
out  of  the  two  millings  per  hogihead. 

A  lift  of  the  prefent  Council. 

The  time  when  they 
were  put  in, 

Ralph  Wormley,  fecretary,  collector  and  , 

naval-officer  of  Rappahannock  River. 
Colonel  Richard  Lee,  collector  and  naval- 
officer  of  the  upper  diftrid  of  Poto- 
mack  River. 

r  While  the  lord 
Colonel  William  Byrd,  auditor.  <    Culpepper  was 

q,    governor. 
Colonel  Chriflopher  Wormley,  collector  ^  While  the  lord 
and  naval-officer  of  the  lower  diftricl:  >     Effingham  was 
of  Potomack  Paver.  j     governor. 

Colonel 

,  *  Author  of  a  Hiftcry  of  Virginia,  written  in  1720. 


While  Sir  Wxl, 
Ham  Berkley 
was  governor. 
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While  the  lord 
Effingham  was 
governor. 


While  Sir  Ed- 
mund Andros 
has  been  gov- 
ernor. 
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Colonel  Edward  Hill,  collector  and  naval- " 

officer  of  the  upper  diftrict  of  James 

River. 
Colonel  Edmund    Jennings,     collector 

and  naval-officer  of  York  River. 

Colonel  Daniel  Park,  collector  and  naval-" 
officer  of  the  lower  diftricl:  of  James 
River,  and  efcheator  between  James 
and  York  River. 

Colonel  Richard  Johnfton,  efcheator  be- 
tween York  and  Rappahannock  Rivers. 

Colonel  Charles  Scarborough,  collector 
and  naval-officer  on  the  Eaftern  Shore. 

Mr.  John  Lightfoot,  juft  come  in.     We 
know  not  if  he  has  any  place. 

Cf  In  the  year  1693,  it  being  thought  fit  in  England,  that 
fome  one  reprefenting  the  clergy  of  Virginia  mould  be  of 
the  council  of  that  country,  accprdingly  Mr.  James  Blair, 
my  lord  bifhop  of  London's  commiflary,  and  prefident  of 
the  college  of  William  and  Mary  in  Virginia,  was,  by  the 
king's  letter,  put  into  the  council  that  year.  But  upon  a 
frivolous  occarlon,  on  pretence  that  he  fpoke  words  reflect- 
ing on  the  governor,  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  as  obftructing 
the  bufinefs  of  the  college,  he  was  by  him  fufpended  in 
the  year  1694,  without  any  procefs  in  writing,  juft  as  the 
accounts  of  the  government  were  going  to  belaid  before 
the  council.  This  fufpenfion  being  difapproved  at  White- 
hall, was,  by  the  king's  exprefs  warrant  to  Sir  Edmund 
Andros,  taken  off  in  the  year  1695  ;  and  in  that  warrant 
a  claufe  was  inferted,  whereby  the  faid  Mr.  Blair  was  not 
only  ordered  to  be  reftored  to  the  council,  but  to  continue 
fo,  till  it  appeared  to  his  majefty,  that  he  had  juftly  for- 
feited the  good  opinion  (he  was  pleafed  to  fay)  he  had  of 
his  abilities  and  good  conduct.  Upon  this  warrant,  Mr. 
Blair  was  immediately  reftored  to  his  place  in  the  council. 
But  there  being  an  act  of  parliament,  for  preventing  frauds 
in  his  majefty 's  cuftoms,  fent  into  Virginia,  in  order  to 
its  publication  at  the  fame  time  with  this  warrant,  that 
act  of  parliament  was  ordered  to  be  read  in  council,  juft 
as  they  were  a  going  to  bring  in  the  accounts  of  the  revenue 
for  the  year  1696.    After  Mr.  Blair  had  taken,  out  his  pafs 

to 
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"  to  come  for  England,  and  taking  occafion  of  a  certain  claufe 
"in  the  faid  act,  which  provides  that  all  places  of  truft  in 
<c  the  courts  of  law,, or  what  relates  to  the  treafury  of  the  faid 
cc  iflands,  (hall  be  from  the  date  of  the  act  in  the  hands  of 
cf  the  native  born  fubjects  of  England  and  Ireland  and  the 
<c  faid  iflands.  The  governor  and  council  did  thereupon 
"  declare  Mr.  Blair,  as  being  a  native  born  fubject  of  Scot- 
"  land,  incapable  of  being  a  member  of  the  council  of  Vir- 
*c  ginia  ;  fince  the  council  are  judges  of  the  general  court  of 
<c  that  country,  and  accordingly  voted  him  out  of  the  coun^ 
«f  cil." 

The  multitude  of  places  held  by  the  cpuncil  occafions 
great  confufion,  efpecially  in  fuch  things  wherein  the  places 
#re  incompatible ;  as  when  their  collector's  office  obliges 
them  to  inform  their  judges*  office  agairrilan  unfree  bottom  ; 
or  when  their  honours,  as  counfellors,  fet  upon,  and  pafs 
their  own  accounts  as  collectors ;  or  when  they,  in  different 
capacities,  do  both  fell  and  buy  the  king's  quick-rents  ;  or 
when  the  fame  man,  who,  as  minifterial  officer,  takes  and 
returns  the  inquilitions  of  efcheats,  as  judicial  officer  gives ) 
fentence  in  point  of  law  upon  the  fame  office  ;  and  many 
other  cafes  of  that  nature. 

Sect.    VI. 

Of  their  Laws  and  Legijlalive  power. 

IT  is  none  of  the  leafr.  misfortunes  of  that  country,  that  it 
is  not  clear  what  is  the  law  wrhereby  they  are  governed. 
They  all  agree  in  this,  that  the  two  fountains  of  their  law 
are  the  laws  of  England,  and  the  acts  of  their  own  general 
affemblies  ;  but  how  far  both,  or  either  of  thefe  is  to  take 
place,  is  in  the  judge's  bread,  and  is'  applied  according  to 
their  particular  affection  to  the  party  ;  ibmetimes  it  is  faid, 
that  of  the  law  of  England,  they  are  only  to  regard  that  part 
which  was  in  being  at  the  firft  feating  of  Virginia,  and  none 
of  the  later  laws,  except  where  the  E,nglifh  plantations  in 
general,  or  Virginia  in  particular,  are  mentioned.  At  other 
times,  they  pretend  to  obfervc  all  the  laws  of  England ;  fome- 
times,  if  there  is  a  difference  between  the  law  of  Virginia 
and  the  law  of  England,  the  Virginia  law  (hall  take  place, 
as  being  fuited  to  their  particular  circumftances.  At  other 
times,  the  advantages  fhall  be  given  on  the  fide  of  the  Eng- 

lifh 
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lifh  laws,  becaufe  the  legiflative  power  was  given  them  with 
this  provifo,  that  they  ihould  enact  nothing  derogatory  to 
the  laws  of  England,  or  to  the  king's  prerogative. 

The  legiflative  power  there  is  lodged  in  the  governor  and 
the  two  houfes  of  affembly. 

The  upper  houfe  confifts  only  of  the  council,  though  the 
governor  commonly  fits  along  with  them,  and  directs  the 
votes  and  confutations. 

A  clerk  belongs  to  this  houfe  of  the  governor's  nomina- 
tion, and  during  his  pleafure.  His  falary  is  ten  thoufand 
pounds  of  tobacco  and  cafk,  every  feflion. 

The  lower  houfe  confifts  of  two  burgefTes  from  every 
county,  chofen  by  the  majority  of  the  freeholders.  James- 
Town  fends  likewife  one  burgefs  ;  and  the  prefldent  and 
matters  of  the  college  of  William  and  Mary  have  the  privi- 
ege  of  fending  another.  Thefe  burgefTes  choofe  a  fpeaker; 
md  claim  the  fame  privileges,  and  obferve  the  fame  form  in 
heir  proceedings,  with  the  houfe  of  commons  in  England. 

The  affembly  being  called  by  the  governor's  writ,  and  the 
Section  of  the  burgefTes  being  made,  there  is  commonly  a. 
:ourt  held  in  every  county,  called  the  court  of  claims,  where 
11  that  have  any  claim  from  the  public  are  admitted  to  put 
h  their  claims  to  their  burgefTes,  together  with  their  propo- 
sitions and  grievances,  if  they  have  any  ;  all  which  the  bur- 
gefTes carry  to  the  afTembly.  And  to  know  the  preffures, 
lumours,  common  talk,  and.defigns  of  the  people  of  that 
:ountry,  perhaps  there  is  no  better  way  than  to  perufe  the 
ournals  of  the  houfe  of  burgefTes,  and  of  the  committee 
)f  grievances,  and  propofitions,  which  is  one  of  the  com- 
nittees  of  that  houfe. 

The  houfe,  after  they  have  met  and  chofen  their  fpeaker, 
)roceed  next  to  the  nomination  of  their  committees,  which 
re  ufually  three,  viz.  i.  The  committee  of  elections 
nd  privileges.  2.  The  committee  of  claims.  3.  The 
ommittee  of  propofitions;  and  grievances. 

Formerly  there  was  a  fourth  committee,  called  the  com- 
mittee of  private  caufes,  of  which  we  have  fpoken,  as  alfd 
ow  it  was  deftroyed  by  the  cunning  of  the  lord  Culpepper* 

The  clerk  of  the  houfe  of  burgefTes  was  formerly  chofen! 
y  themfelves,  till  about  the  year  1 684,  that  the  lord  Effing- 
am,  upon  Colonel  Milmer's  fending  home  the  houfe  of 
urgeffes'  petition,  claimed  the  power  of  turning  him  out, 

and 
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and  putting  another  in  his  room.  This  has  been  often  fince 
controverted  between  the  governor  and  the  houfe  of  bur- 
gefles.  The  governor  feems  at  prefent  to  have  wrung  it  out 
of  their  hands,  by  giving  a  commiflion  to  one  they  had  for- 
merly chofen,  viz.  Mr.  Peter  Beverley,  the  prefent  clerk  ; 
his  falary  is  twenty  thoufand  pounds  of  tobacco  and  calk  for 
every  feflion,  befides  three  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco  and 
cafk  for  every  copy  of  the  laws  made  in  one  feflian,  which 
he  fends  to  all  the  county  courts  in  the  country,  with  fome 
other  fees. 

Every  county  burgefs  is  allowed  by  law  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds  of  tobacco  and  calk  per  diem  to  defray  his 
charges  at  the  General  AiTembly,  together  with  man  and 
horfe,  if  he  goes  and  comes  by  land  ;  and  boat  and  hands, 
if  he  goes  and  comes  by  water ;  ail  which  is  levied  upon  the 
county  that  fends  him. 

Such  laws  as  are  agreed  upon  by  both  houfes,  and  approved 
by  the  governor  (who  has  a  negative),  are  laws  pro  tempore 
till  the  king's  pleafure  is  known  ;  and  of  this  nature  are  molt 
of  their  laws,  viz.  fuch  as  have  not  yet  been  ratified  by  the 
king  ;  and  any  one  of  thefe  can  be  at  any  time  repealed  at 
the  king's  pleafure  ;  but  after  the  law  is  ratified  by  the  king, 
no  lefs  authority  than  that  of  the  king  and  General  AiTembly 
can  repeal  it. 

There  being  a  great  fcarcity  of  able  lawyers  and  wife  poU 
iticians  in  that  country,  this  has  occalioned  that  very  few 
of  their  laws  has  been  fo  well  drawn  and  framed  in  the  be- 
ginning ;  but  that  experience  has  difcovered  many  errors 
and  imperfections  in  them,  which  they  have  endeavoured  idi 
patch  up  and  mend  with  fubfequent  laws,  and  fometimes  by 
repealing  the  old  law,  and  making  a  new  one.     By  this 
means,  the  body  of  their  laws  is  now  become  not  only  long 
and  confufed,  but  it  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  know  what  laws  j 
are  in  force,  and  what  not  ;  feveral  of  them  having  been ! 
repealed  by  proclamation,   and  feveral  by  a&  of  alTembly.; 
For  remedy  whereof,  feveral  of  their  General  AlTemblieg , 
have  entered  upon  an  u'feful  delign  of  the  revifai  of  their  laws  1 
but  that  work  is  fo  great,  and  their  other  avocation^  fo  many, 
that  they  could  never  yet  bring  it  to  any  perfection  :  and  till  i 
this  work  is  finilhed,  mod  of  their  laws  are  like  to  remain 
without  applying  for  the  royal  afTent*       # 

We  may  add,  that  their  laws  want  revifai,  not  only  to 

bring 

[To  be  continued.} 
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bring  them  into  a  good  order  and  method,  but  in  order  t(f 
the  paring  away  feveral  of  them  that  feem  incontinent  with 
law  and  equity,  and  are  apt  to  bring  difparagement  on  the 
legiflacive  power  of  their  country.  By  a  law  in  1663,  no 
debt  is  recoverable  in  that  country,  unlefs  the  goods  for 
which  it  became  due  be  imported  thither  ;  fo  that  in  cafe 
a  man  become  bound  here,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
for  his  nerefTary  fubliitence,  as  meat,  drink,  lodging,  &c. 
yet  fuch  obligation  is  of  no  force  or  validity  there  :  Nay, 
though  the  goods  for  which  the  bond  is  parTed  be  actually 
fbipped  on  board,  and  by  fome  misfortune  perifh,  either  by- 
falling  into  the  enemy's  hands,  or  be  carl  away  upon  the 
voyage,  and  though  the  debtor  become  rich  after  the  time. 
There  are  feveral  other  laws  of  the  like  nature. 

Sect.    VII. 

Concerning  the  adm  in  ift  ration  of  jufiice. 

THE  courts  of  juffice  are  not  diftincl,  as  in  England  5 
but  caufes  belonging  to  chancery,  king's  bench,  common 
pleas,  exchequer,  admiralty,  and  fpirituality,  are  decided  al- 
together in  one  and  the  fame  court.  And  if  any  one,  that  ap- 
prehends himfelf  to  be  injured  at  common  law,  would  appeal 
to  chancery,  he  only  deli  res  an  injunction  in  chancery,  and 
has  another  hearing,  but  before  the  fame  men  (till. 

For  deciding  of  all  caufes,  there  are  two  forts  of  courts  in 
the  country,  viz.  the  county  court,  and  the  general  court. 

There  is  a  county  court  in  every  county,  which  confifts 
of  eight  or  ten  gentlemen  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  county, 
to  whom  the  governor  gives  a  commifTion  during  pleafure 
to  be  ju dices  of  the  peace  for  that  county  ;  he  renews  that 
commifTion  commonly  every  year,  for  that  brings  new  fees, 
and  likewife  gives  him  an  opportunity  to  admit  into  it,  new 
favourites,  and  exclude  others  that  have  not  been  fo  zealous 
in  his  fervice.  Thefe  jufHces  take  the  oath  of  a  judge,  with 
the  other  oaths  of  allegiance,  Sec.  They  hold  a  court  once 
a  month,  or,  if  there  be  but  little  bufinefs,  once  in  two 
months  ;  and  have  a  power  of  deciding  all  forts  of  caufes  in 
their  feveral  counties  above  20  fhillings  or  two  hundred 
pounds  of  tobacco  value,  except  fuch  as  reach  to  the  lofs  of 
life  or  limb,  which  are  referved  to  the  geneial  court,  to  which 
alfo  appeals  lie  from  thefe  county  courts. 

U     ,    \Voh  v.]  Thefe 
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Thefe  county  courts  having  always  been  held  by  country 
gentlemen,  who  had  no  education  in  the  law,  it  was  no  won- 
der if  both  the  fenfe  of  the  law  was  miftaken,  and  the  form 
and  method  of  proceedings  was  often  very  irregular  ;  but  of 
late  the  infufficiency  of  thefe  courts  has  been  much  more 
perceived  and  felt  trfan  in  former  times,  while  the  firft  flock 
of  Virginia  gentlemen  Lifted,  who  having  had  their  educa- 
tion in  England,  were  a  great  deal  better  accomplifhed  in 
the  law,  and  knowledge  of  the  world,  than  their  children 
and  grand-children,  who  have  been  born  in  Virginia  ;  and 
have  had  generally  no  opportunity  of  improvement  by  good 
education,  further  than  that  they  learned  to  read  and  write, 
and  caft  accounts,  and  that  but  very  indifferently. 

The  general  court,  fo  called,  becaufe  it  tries  the  caufes  of 
the  whole  country,  is  held  twice  a  year,  by  the  governor  and 
council,  as  judges,  at  James-town,  viz.  in  the  months  of 
April  and  October.  It  is  ftrange  that  they  never  had  a 
commiflion  for  holding  of  this  court,  nor  never  took  the 
oath  of  judges  ;  perhaps  it  was  not  defigned  by  the  crown 
that  they  fhould  hold  it,  fince,  befides  that  they  are  unfkil- 
ful  in  the  law,  it  is  thought  an  inconvenient  thing  in  all 
governments  that  the  juftice  and  policy  of  the  government 
fhould  be  lodged  in  the  fame  perfons,  who  ought  indeed  to 
be  a  check  upon  one  another  %  and  therefore  the  governor 
had  power,  by  the  advice  of  the  council,  to  fet  up  courts  of 
judicature,  but  that  they  mould  make  themfelves  the  fupreme 
court,  proceeds  either  from  the  fame  fpirit  of  engrofling  all 
power  into  their  own  hands,  of  which  are  difcovered  fo  many 
inftances  before,  or  perhaps  rather  from  the  poverty  of  the 
country  in  its  infancy,  which  was  net  able  to  go  to  the 
charge  of  maintaining  judges  well  Ikilled  in  the  law  ;  for 
this,  we  mud  acknowledge,  is  of  an  elder  date,  than  the 
other  ufurpatious,  which  generally  had  their  original  but  of 
late  years,  to  wit,  about  the  time  of  the  lord  Culpepper's 
government,  when  the  government  of  Virginia,  which  be- 
fore had  been  a  bufinefs  of  care  and  danger,  came  now  to  be 
a  bufinefs  of  gain  and  advantage.  However  it  is,  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  it  is  a  continual  heavy  grievance  in  that  country, 
that  if  a  man  be  injured  in  point  of  law  or  equity,  there  is 
no  fu  peri  or  there  to  whom  he  can  make  his  complaint,  nor 
no  pofiible  way  of  redrefs,  without  an  infinite  charge  in 
bringing  the  matter  to  Whitehall,  which  few  of  that  coun- 
try 
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try  have  purfe  and  fkill  to  manage.  And  indeed  \vc  are  (I 
much  the  more  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  that  it  was  never 
defigned  by  them,  vvhofoever  they  were  that  had  the  firft 
modelling  of  the  Virginia  government,  but  has  proceeded 
from  fome  of  the  abovementioned  caufes  ;  becaufe  we  per- 
ceive in  ail  other  Englifh,  as  well  as  foreign  plantations, 
judges  were  eltabliiTied  in  difiincl  perfons  from  the  governor 
and  council  who  had  the  adminiftration  of  the  policy  and 
government. 

Any  caufe  may  commence  in  the  general  court  that  exceeds 
the  value  of  £.16  fieri,  or  fixteen  hundred  pounds  of  to- 
bacco ;  and  by  appeal,  any  caufe  whatfoever  may  be  brought 
thither.  This  court  takes  cognizance  of  all  caufes  in  chancery, 
the  king's  bench,  the  common  pleas,  the  exchequer,  the 
admiralty  and  fpirituality. 

There  lies  no  appeal  from  this  court,  (as  there  did  formerly, 
fee  page  139),  but  to  the  king  in  council,  and  that  only 
where  the  value  exceeds  ^.300  fieri,  and  where  good  fecu- 
rity  to  pay  the  principal,  with  all  cofts  and  damages,  is  given. 

The  forms  of  proceeding  in  this  court  are  almoft  in  every 
thing  difagreeable  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  very  irregular. 
Original  and  judicial  writs  run  not  in  the  name  of  the  king, 
but  refemble  warrants  made  by  juftices  of  the  peace  ;  there 
are  no  formal  declarations  there,  petitions  are  made  ufe  of  in 
their  ftead  ;  neither  is  there  any  method  obferved  in  plead- 
ing. There  are  not  above  four  feveral  original  writs  allowed 
of,  i.  e.  fuch  as  they  make  ufe  of.  No  writ  of  error  is 
allowed  of  ;  appeals  are  made  ufe  of  in  their  place  ;  and  by 

rule  made  in  the  general  court,  no  new  matter  is  to  be 
moved  upon  an  appeal.  By  a  law  of  that  country,  the  re- 
spective fheriffs  are  obliged  to  make  returns,  that  the  writs 
which  they  received  are  executed  ;  and  this  return  muff  be 
three  days  before  the  day  of  hearing  in  the  county  court, 
otherwise  they  are  to  be  fined  ;  notwithitanding  this  law,  in 
all  the  time  that  we  were  there,  we  could  never  hear  that  any 
writ  ifTued  from  the  county  court,  but  the  fheriffs  colore  officii 
made  arrefts  without  them,  which  has  been  the  occafion  of 
great  troubles,  and  as  yet  never  rectified.  No  venire  iffues 
jthere  for  fummoning  juries  but  in  criminal  cafes  only,  and 
then  but  fix  are  returned  from  the  vicinage.  The  fherifF 
does  return  juries  fummoned  without  any  warrant  or  other 
authority,  and  they  are  not  out  of  the  vicinage,  but  often- 
times 
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times  from  the  remoter!  parts  of  the  county  from  the  place 
where  the  fact  arifes,  and  many  times  inhabitants  of  other 
counties  are  of  the  jury,  nay  fometimes  the  whole  jury. 
There  is  no  pannel  returned  into  the  office.  The  iherirT, 
"when  the  jury  are  to  appear,  calls  over  their  names,  which 
he  knows  by  his  pocket  book,  or  by  a  little  fcrap  of  paper, 
which  he  holds  in  his  hand. 

Coroners  are  not  there  elected  by  the  county,  but  receive 
their  authority  by  a  commiffion  trorn  the  governor. 

The  granting  of  probates  and  administrations  is  by  law 
lodged  folely  in  the  county  courts,  yet  the  general  court 
often  grants  them.  As  this  is  againit  law,  fo  it  may  be  of 
ill  confequence  ;  notwithstanding  the  county  courts  grant 
the  adminiflrations  and  probates,  yet  the  governor  iigns. 
them,  or  appoints  other  perfons  to  clo  it.  Sometimes  ad- 
mini  (trations  and  probates  are  granred  by  a  county  court, 
and  yet  no  part  of  the  eftate  lies  in  that  county. 

Sect.   VIII. 

Concerning  the  Secretary's  office. 

IT  is  almoft  impossible  to  give  a  full  and  perfect:  account 
of  the  fecretary^s  office ;  there  is  fuch  a  medley  in  it,  that 
it  is  fcarcely  credible  :  for  indeed  that  one  office  Com  pre  J 
hends  all  the  offices  in  England,  and  more,  which  makes  in 
a  moft  difficult  thing  to  keep  it  in  order.     All  proceedings 
relating  to  the  general  court,  viz.  all  proceedings  in  chan- 
cery, the  king's  bench,  common  pleas,  exchequer,  admiralty 
and  ecclesiastical  courts,  are  here  recorded  ;  all  conveyances, 
letters  of  attorney,  and  other  writings  from  foreign  parts,  are 
there  entered  ;  all  furveys  are  fen t  thrther  ;  all  commissions, 
both  civil  and  military,  go  from  thence.     When  by  an  of- 
fice it  is  found  that  land  eicheats  to  the  king,  the  inquisitions 
are  returned  thither,  and  the  grants  thereof  pais  from  thence," 
and  the  warrants  upon  which  they  are  grounded.     The  clerks| 
of  the  refpedtive  county  courts  are  obliged  by  law,  to  re-j 
turn  into  that  office  an  account  annually  of  all  probates  of ; 
wills  and  administrations  granted  in  the  refpeftive  county 
courts.    All  probates  of  wills  and  administrations  granted  in 
foreign  parts,  if  they  in  any  way  relate  to  Virginia,  are  there 
entered  on  record. 

All  rights  upon  which  patents  are  grounded,  are  there  en- 
tered.! 
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tered.  All  writs  for  choofing  of  burgefles  iiTue  from  thence, 
and  after  election  are  there  returned.  All  original  and  judi- 
cial writs,  that  is,  fuch  as  they  make  ufe  of  relating  to  any 
proceedings  in  the  general  court,  ifTue  from  thence,  and  arc 
there  returnable.  All  certificates  of  births,  marriages  and  bu- 
rials, are  to  be  returned  thither.  All  fines  and  forfeitures  are 
certified  thither.  All  matters  whatfoever  relating  to  the  duty 
of  a  coroner,  are  returned  thither.  All  admiflions,  inftitu- 
tions  and  inductions,  are  there  entered.  All  freedom  of 
fhips  are  recorded  there.  All  naturalizations  and  deniza- 
tions go  from  thence,  and  are  there  entered* 

By  a  law  of  that  country,  no  perfon  that  has  lived  there 
any  time  can  go  from  thence  without  a  pafs,  which  generally 
iffues  from  this  office.  All  appeals  made  from  the  county 
courts  are  returned  thither.  All  certificates  of  the  licenfes 
of  ordinary  keepers,  felling  drink,  and  keeping-public  houfes 
of  entertainment,,  are  returned  from  the  feveral  county  courts 
thither.  All  matters  and  proceedings  relating  to  the  admi-. 
ralty  and  ecclefiaftical  courts,  are  regiffered  here. 

The  fecretaries,  who  feldom  or  never  underftand  or  mind 
this  office,  have  all  the  profits  belonging  to  all  the  foregoing 
and  many  other  matters.  They  generally  place  a  clerk  un- 
der them,  who  is  ffyled,  the  clerk  of  the  general  court.  There 
fare  generally  one  or  two  other  clerks  under  him  ;  they  nei- 
ther take  an  oath  to  difcharge  their  duty,  nor  give  any 
fecurity.  The  fecretaries  themfelves  are  properly  the  clerks 
cf  the  general  court,  for  they  receive  all  the  profits  arifing 
from  that  place,  and  allow  only  a  falary  to  him  that  dif- 
charges  that  duty  ;  yet  the  fecretaries  fit  always  as  judges  of 
that  court. 

There  are  many  patents  and  other  records  in  that  office 
in  loofe,  torn  pieces,  that  are  fcarce  legible  ;  and  if  fome 
ipeedy  care  be  not  taken,  they  will  become  of  no  ufe.  In 
cafe  two  patents,  bearing  the  fame  date,  be  granted  for  the 
fame  land,  the  firft  that  is  entered  on  record  is  preferred  ;  but 
to  obtain  that  favour,  it  has  been  ufual  to  give  a  gratuity  to 
the  clerk,  who  formerly,  for  fuch  gratuity,  ufed  to  enter  the 
patenrs  immediately  on  the  record,  before  they  were  either 
iigned  by  the  governor  or  fealed  with  the  colony's  feal  ;  in 
fuch  cafes  no  date  was  inferted,  the  clerk  not  knowing  what 
day  they  might  pafs.  Many  of  thofe  patents  are  entered  on 
record  without  any  date,  and  for  fome  caufe  never  pafTed 
at  all.  The 
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The  governor  figns  all  patents  ;  there  is  a  recital  in  them, 
that  the  governor  grants  that  land  by  .and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  council,  and  yet  the  patents  are  never 
read  by  the  governor,  nor  in  council,  nor  do  the  council  take 
any  notice  of  them.  The  fecretary  likewife  figns  all  patents 
after  thefe  words  are  inferted,  Compared,  and  agrees  with  the 
original  ;  and  yet  the  Secretary  neither  reads  nor  compares 
any  of  them  ;  and  in  truth,  the  patent  which  he  figns  is  the 
original  itfelf. 

Sect.    IX. 

An  account  of  all  public  money  and  tobacco,  viz.  how  it  is  raifed% 
collecled,  lodged,  and  iffued  out,  and  to  what  ufes  difpofed  cf 
As  alfo  the  prefent  ft  ate  of  the  revenue  of  Virginia. 

BEFORE  we  enter  upon  this  fubjeet,  it  will  be  necefTary 
to  give  a  brief  defcription  of  the  office  of  the  fherifFs,  col- 
lectors, and  auditor,  ot  whom  there  will  be  frequent  mention 
made  in  the  following  account* 

The  fheriff  is  an  officer  that  executes  all  writs,  Sec.  and  is 
the  public  collector  of  all  tobacco  for  the  county  or  country's 
ufe,  and  of  the  king's  quit-rents  ;  in  which  notion  of  a  col- 
lector, he  is  only  here  confidered. 

The  collectors  collect  all  money  duties.  The  auditor 
audits  the  collectors'  accounts,  to  which  he  fees  them  fworn 
before  the  governor  •  he  alfo  takes  in  the  fherifPs  accounts 
of  quit-rents,  which  he  fells  by  the  governor's  advice  ;  he  is 
the  receiver-general  of  all  public  money,  and  keeps  it  in  his 
hands  till  it  is  iffued  out  by  the  king's  or  governor's  war- 
rants ;  he  tranfmits  his  accounts  yearly  to  William  Blaithwait, 
Efq.  auditor  of  the  plantations. 

There  is  one  fort  of  taxes,  well  known  in  that  country  by 
the  name  of  levies,  which  is  a  poll  tax,  paid  every  year,  for, 
the  ufe  of  the  parilh,  county,  or  country,  and  fo  goes  by  the 
name  of  the  parifh  levy,  county  levy,  and  public  levy. 

The  fund,  upon  which  thefe  levies  are  paid,  is  the  polls 
or  heads  of  the  feveral  tithable  perfons  in  the  country  :  now 
all  flaves,  both  men  and  women,  and  all  white  men  above 
the  age  of  1 6  years,  are  reckoned  tithables ;  and  there  is  a  cerJ 
tain  time  every  year,  viz.  about  the  beginning  of  June,  before1 
the  ioth  day  of  it,  when  all  mailers  of  families  are  obliged 
to  give  in  a  lift  of  all  the  tithable  perfons,  within  their  feveral 

families* 
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families,   to  a  certain  juftice  of  the  peace  in  that  diftrict 

where  they  live,  who  is  authorized  by  the  county  court  to 

take  it,  and  is  obliged  to  give  it  in,  at  the  next  county  court, 

where  it  is  affixed  at  the  court  door,  to  the  end,  that  if  any 

tithables,  in  any  family,  are  not  lifted,  they  may  be  difcov- 

red  and  found  out  ;  for  it  is  every  man's  intereft  to  have 

he  lift  of  tithables  as  full  as  is  poflible,   it  being  fo  much 

afe  to  him  in  his  own  levy,  as  will  appear  by  and  by  :  and 

lere  is  a  great  penalty  upon  every  mafter  of  a  family  that 

:onceals  a  tithable,   viz.    the  lofs  of  the  flave,  if  he  or   fhe 

is  a  flave  that  is  concealed,  and  the  penalty  of  2000  pounds 

)f  tobacco  if  it  is  a  free  man  or  woman.     The  lifts  of  tith- 

ibles  being  thus  exactly  taken  out  of  them,  the  parifh,  county 

md  public  levy  are  raifed  in  this  manner. 

For  the  parifh  levy,  the  veftry  of  every  parifh  meet  ufua!ly 
bme  time  about  the  month  of  October  (when  the  tobacco 
s  ready),  and  making  a  computation  of  all  the  parifti  debts 
"or  that  year,  viz.  fo  much  for  the  minifter's  falary,  fo  much 
or  the  clerk,  fo  much  for  building,  reparations  and  orna- 
nents  of  fhe  church,  fo  much  for  the  poor,  Sec.  and  adding 
per  cent,  to  that  part  of  it  which  is  to  be  paid  with  cafk, 
nd  5  per  cent,  in  fome  places  10,  for  collection,  they 
ivide  the  whole  fum  of  tobacco  (for  all  levies  are  paid  in 
obacco),  by  the  number  of  tithables  in  their  parifh  lift, 
yhich  the  church  wardens  are  obliged,  for  the  above  falary, 
collect  from  the  feveral  mafters  of  families,  and  to  pay 
way  to  the  feveral  perfons  to  whom  it  is  due.  At  the  eafter 
eftry  the  church  wardens  make  up  their  accounts  with  the 
eftry. 

The  fame  method  is  obferved  for  the  county  levy,  viz. 
le  juftices  of  the  peace  meet,  and  compute  all  the  county 
ebts,  viz.  the  charge  of  building  and  repairing  their  court 
oufe  and  prifon,  keeping  up  their  bridges,  caufeways,  and 
rry-boats,  the  charge  of  coroners  inquefts,  and  efpecially 
which  is  thegreateft  charge  of  all),  the  allowance  to  then* 
tvo  burgeffes  at  the  General  Aflembly,  if  there  has  been  any 
lat  year,  which  allowance  is  120  pounds  of  tobacco  and 
fk  per  diem  to  each  of  them,  befides  extraordinaries  for 
oing  and  coming.  All  which  charge,  with  8  per  cent,  for 
fk  and  10  per  cent,  for  collection,  is  divided  equally  ac^ 
Drding  to  the  lift  of  tithables  for  the  county,  and  collected 
the  fheriff  from  the  feveral  mafkrs  of  families,  who  is 

obliged 
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obliged  to  pay  it  away  to  the  feveral  perfons  to  whom  it  m 
due  ;  and  at  fome  county  court  afterwards,  he  makes  up  his 
accounts  with  the  juftices  of  that  county. 

The  public  levy  is  laid  by  the  General  Affembly  in  this 
manner.     There  is  a  committee  appointed  by  the  houfe  of4 
burgefTes,  called  the  committee  of  claims,  to  which  all  that ' 
have  any  thing  due  from  the  public  bring  in  their  claim  ; 
and  they  make  a  computation  of  all  the  public  charges  of  the 
country,  viz.  the  falary  of  the  clerk  of  the  houfe  of  burgefTes, 
and  the  clerk  of  the  upper  houfe,  and  the  clerks  of  com- 
mittees, and  of  the  meffengers,  door-keepers,  Sec.  as  alfo* 
the  charge  of  the  prefent  forces  maintained  by  the  country  | 
writs  for  affemblies,  building  and  repairing  the  ffate  houfe, 
rent  for  the  council  chamber,  taking  up  of  runaway  fervants, 
Sec.     All  which  charge,  with  8  per  cent,  for  calk  and  ioJ 
per  cent,  for  collection,  is  divided  equally  according  to  the : 
number  of  titheables  in  the  whole  country,  being  at  prefent 
about  twenty  thoufand.     This  is  called  the  public  levy,  for 
railing  of  which  there  is  an  act  paffed  of  courfe,  agreed  to  byi 
the  governor,  council,  and  burgefTes  every  affembly.     This" 
public  levy  being  in  the  feveral  counties  added  to  thecoun-' 
ty  levy,  is  gathered  altogether  by  the  meriffs  of  the  feveral 
counties,  and  for  the  moft  part,  the  church- wardens  likewifej 
throw  in  the  parim  levy  to  it,  fo  that  the  fheriff  collects  ail| 
three. 

Their  parim,  county,  and  public  taxes  in  Virginia  have' 
always  been  laid  in  this  fafhion,  viz.  not  upon  land,  houfes, 
flocks  of  horfes,  cattle,  trade,  Sec.  but  the  number  of  tithe- 
ables.    The  land,  they  think,  pays  tax  enough  in  the  quit-l 
rents,  and  their  trade  by  the  two  ihillings  per  hogfhead  upon  J 
tobacco,  befides  cuftom  in  England,  and  other  ports  to  which] 
it   is   exported  :  And   for  their  flocks  of  cattle,  hdrfes,  &c  J 
they  turn  to  fo  little  account,  that  they  think  it   not  reafon-| 
able  to  lay  a  tax  upon  them.     Their  fervants  and  flaves  be-| 
ing  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  their  eftate,  are'the  only) 
rule  they  obferve  in  laying  the  levy.     Thefe  three  levies,  of 
parifh,  county,  and  public,  may  come,   communibus  annisJ 
to  about  100  pounds  of  tobacco  for  every  titheable.     None1 
of  thefc  levies  come  into  the  hands  of  the  auditor,  as  all  the  \ 
the  following  revenues   or  cuftoms  do,  of  which  we  fhall 
now  give  an  account. 

They  are  of  four  forts,  and  made  up  in  four  fcparate  ac-IJ 
counts. ,  1.  The 
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x.  The  account  of  the  king's  quit-rents,  which  is  one 
(hilling  per  annum  upon  every  50  acres  of  land  in  Virginia, 
jpaid  generally  in  tobacco  at  one  penny  per  pound,  which 
i$  24  pounds  of  tobacco  for  every  100  acres. 

Only  the  northern  neck,  viz.  that  great  tract  of  land  lying 
between  Rappahannock  and  Potomack  rivers,  being  given 
^way  by  king  Charles  II.  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
md  afterwards  by  king  James  in  fee  fimple  to   Thomas 
jord  Culpepper,   (the  fame  man  that  got  the  governor's 
falary  augmented  £.950  per  annum,  and  the  appeal  to  the 
general  afTembly  to  be  taken  away,  and  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
rounfellors  to  be  at  the  governor's  pleafure,  and  had  once  a 
hirty  years'   grant  of  the  quit-rents  of  all  Virginia,  which 
jut   the  country  in  fuch  a   flame,  that  king  Charles    II. 
oappeafe  them,  bought  it  off*  with  a  penfion  of  £.600  a 
rear  upon  the  eftablifhment  of  the  horfe  guards  in  England, 
3aid  at  this  day  to  his  executors  ;)   the  quit-rents  of  that 
lorthern  neck  are  not  now  in  the  king's  hands,  but  are  paid 
0  the  heirs  of  the  faid  lord  Culpepper.     The  quit- rent  to- 
)acco  of  the  reft  of  Virginia  is  paid  by  the  feveral  landlords 
o  the  Sheriff  of  each  county,  who  is  allowed  io^per  cent, 
by  the  king  for  collecting  it.     He  collects   it  by  the  old 
ent-rolls,  and  as  good  information  as  he  can  get   of  what 
and  is  lately  taken  up,  then  it  is  fold  privately  by  the  audi- 
tor, with  the  advice  of  the  governor,  at  very  eafy  rates,  com- 
fnonly  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  council,  viz.  the  tobacco  of 
:very  county,  with  the  next  perhaps  adjacent  to  it,  to  the 
:ounfellor  that  lies  convenient ;  the  governor  and  the  audi- 
or  buying  fome  fhare  :  they  pay  for  it  to  the  auditor  in 
noney  or  bills  of  exchange,  according  to  the  quantity  they 
lave  received,  which  appears  by  the  receipt  to  the  fherifF, 
vho  makes  up  his  account  with  the  auditor ;  the  auditor 
ranfrnits  this  account  yearly  to  William  Blaithwait,  Efq. 
>ut  keeps  the  money  arifing  from  thefe  quit-rents  in  his  own 
lands,  till  it  is  drawn  out  by  orders  of  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
ury,  directed  to  the  governor,  upon  which  he  ifTues  his  war- 
ant  to  the  auditor  of  courfe.     For  this  receiving  and  paying  ' 
way,  the  auditor  hath  feven  and  an  half  per  cent. 

The  revenue  of  quit-rents  amounts  to  about  £.800  a  year. 

"here  has  been  great  talk  of  concealment  of  quit-rents,  and 

>rivate  compomions   with   the  governor  and  auditor,  of 

'hich  we  can  give  no  diftinct  accojnr,  nor  of  the  prefent 

W         [ro'/.v/J  '  money 
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money  in  bank  in  the  auditor's  hands,  upon  the  balance  of! 
this  account  of  quit-rents,  this  being  a  fecret  betwixt  the< 
governor,  auditor,  and  Mr.  Blaithwait.  Only  when  gov- 
ernor Nicholfon  left  the  government  of  Virginia  in  the  yean, 
2,  there  was  then  in  bank,  upon  this  account,  about.* 
500,  befides  £.1985-14-10  the  king  gave  out  of  the] 

rt-rents  at  that  time,  towards  the  building  of  the  college! 
of  William  and  Mary,  in  Virginia. 

2.  The  account  of  the  1  millings  per  hogfhead.  The 
particulars  of  this  account  are  the  duty  of  2  millings  upon] 
every  hogfhead  of  tobacco  exported  out  of  Virginia,  given  to* 
the  king,  by  act  of  affembly,  for  the  ufe  of  the  government  -j 
as  alfo  fort  duties,  being  1 5  pence  per  tort  upon  all  mips] 
and  veffels  trading  thither,  together  with  the  fines  and  forJ 
feitures  upon  all  acts  of  parliament  and  affembly.  The  total! 
of  this  account  is  fomething  lefs  "  than  it  was  firice  a  lata 
c<  law  in  Sir  Edmund  Andros's  time,  about  the  fize  of  toJj 
**  bacco  hogfheads,  which  has  enlarged  them  about  one  fifth! 
u  part,  and  confequeritly  diminished  the  king's  revenue  about! 
**  fo  much."  Perhaps  now  the  whole  of  this  account  may 
amount,  communibus  arinis,  to  £.3000  fterling. 

There  is  paid  out  of  it  to  the  matters  of  fhips  and  veffels1, 
to  encourage  them  to  give  a  true  account,  10  per  cent. 

To  the  collectors,  10  percent. 

To  the  auditor,  who  receives  it  from  the  collectors,  74  pet 
cent. ;  then  the  auditor  pays  away  the  reft  by  the  governor's' 
warrant,  vizr. 

To  the  governor  himfelf,  for  falary,     2000  pounds! 


To  the  governor  for  houfe-rent, 
To  the  council, 

150 
35° 

To  the  clerk  of  the  council, 

50 

To  the  attorney-general, 
To  William  Blaithwait,  Efq. 

40 
100 

To  Mr.  John  Povey, 
To  a  meflenger, 

100 

2  5 

To  two  gunners,  about 

25 

The  prefent  collectors  are 

For  the  upper  diflrict  of  James  river,  Col.  Edward  HiUl 
For  the  lower  diflrict  of  James  river,  Col.  Daniel  Park* 
For  York  river,  Col.  Edmund  Jenings. 

Fotf 
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For  Rappahannock  river,  Ralph  Wormley,  Efq. 

For  the  upper  diftridt  of  Potomack  river,  Col.  Richard 
3_.ee. 

For  the  lower  diftrict  of  Potomack  river,  Col.  Chriflo- 
>her  Wormley. 

For  two  diftricts  of  the  eafiern  more,  Col.  Charles  Scar- 
orough  and  Capt.  John  Cuftis. 

This  revenue  would  turn  to  better  account  If  there  were 
ny  certain  ports  for  exportation  and  importation,  and  like- 
fife  if  the  collectors  kept  their  offices  convenient.  Many 
f  them  do  now  live  at  great  diftance,  and  trufl  to  unfworn 
eputies,  and  they  to  unfworn  matters  of  fhips  and  other 
xporters. 

The  collectors  are  commonly  paid  this  duty  in  money  or 
ills  of  exchange  ;  they  pay  it  into  the  auditor,  who  makes 
3  the  account,  and  for  fafhion,  brings  it  before  the  gov- 
rnor  and  council  :  but  nobody  offering  to  fay  any  thing  to 
,  it  is  by  him  tranfmitted  to  William  Blaithwait,  Efq,  au- 
itor  general  of  the  plantations.  What  becomes  of  it  after- 
wards we  know  not.  There  was  remaining  in  cafh  in  the 
udiror's  hands  upon  the  balance  of  this  account,  in  the  year 
692,  when  Colonel  Nicholfon  left  the  government,  the  fum 
f  £.1500,  which  is  fince  fpent,  and  this  account  is  further 

debt  to  the  auditor  above  £.4000  fterling. 

3.  There  is  a  revenue  of  one  penny  per  pound  given  to 
is  majefty  by  act  of  parliament  in  England,  upon  all  to- 
acco  exported  from  one  Englifh  plantation  in  America  to 
nother.     There  is  a  provifion  in  the  act  of  parliament,  that 

the  exporter  has  not  ready  money,  he  fhall  pay  to  the  value 

f  it,  in  the  commodities  he  exports.     The  nomination  of 

\e  collectors,  and  the  infpection  of  this  revenue,  is  by  the 

me  act  of  parliament,  put  into  the  hands  of  the  commif- 

oners  of  his  majefty's  cufloms  in  England.     This  revenue 

1  Virginia  and  Maryland,  his  majefty,  by  his  royal  charter, 

nno   1692,  gave  away  to  the  college  of  William  and  Mary 

ii  Virginia,  as  a  perpetual  fund  for  the  maintenance  of  their 

jrefident  and  mafters.     That  college  allows  20  per  cent. 

jut  of  it,  to  feveral  collectors,  nominated  by  the  honorable 

pe  commiflioners  of  his  majefty's  cufloms  ;  and  5  percent. 

Jp  the  auditor  of  Virginia,  who  is  the  college  treafurer.     The 

feimate  of  the  price  of  the  commodities,  in  lieu  of  the  penny 

ler  pound,  hath  been  hitherto  made  by  the  governor  and 

conncil 
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council  at  one  pound  of  tobacco  for  a  penny,  which  is  much 
higher  than  the  eftimate  they  make  of  the  quit-rents. 

The  accounts  of  this  revenue  are  yearly  audited  by  thd 
governors  of  the  college,  who  fee  the  collectors  fworn  to 
them,  before  the  governor,  and  tranfmit  copies  of  tbem  m 
the  commiflioners  of  his  majefty's  cuftoms  in  England,  The 
clear  produce  of  this  revenue  in  Virginia  to  the  college  is^ 
communibus  annis,  fomething  better  than  £.  i  qo  per  annum. 

The  prefent  collectors  of  the  penny  per  pound,  in  Virginia^ 
are, 

Col.  Edward  Hill,  for  the  upper  dictrict  of  James  river. 
Mr.  Peter  Hayman,  for  the  lower  diftrict  of  James  river. 
Col.  Edmund  Jenings,  for  York  river. 
Col.  Chriflopher  Wormley,  for  Rappahannock  river- 
Col.  Charles  Scarborough,  for  the  eaftern  fhore, 
Mr.  Nicholas  Spencer,  for  Potomack  river. 

4.  Whatfoever  money  duty  is  accidentally  raifed  by  the 
general  afTembly,  is  ufually  collected  by  the  collectors  of  the 
2  fhillings  per  hogfhead,  who  are  allowed  10  per  cent,  falary. 
They  pay  it  in  to  the  auditor,  who  is  allowed  j~  per  cent,  $ 
and  it  is  ifliied  out  by  the  governor's  warrants,  to  fuch  ufes 
as  were  appointed  by  the  act  of  afTembly  that  raifed  it.  Th$ 
Accounts  of  this  are  laid  before  the  houfe  of  burgefTes,  tha$ 
they  may  be  fatisfied,  both  how  much  is  rifen  from  fuch  a 
fund,  and  that  if  is  employed  to  the  ufes  for  which  the  gen- 
eral afTembly  appointed  it. 

The  houfe  of  burgelTes  have  likewife  pretended  to  a  privi-* 
lege  of  naming  a  treafurer  for  all  money  raifed  by  themfelves, 
without  putting  it  in  the  auditor's  hands,  and  that  the  trea- 
furer fhould  pay  it  away  by  their  immediate  orders,  without 
any  further  warrant  from  the  governor ;  which  two  things 
being  lately  denied  them,  they  are  much  more  averfe  to  thfc 
railing  of  money  ;  and  perhaps  their  late  refufing  to  renetf 
an  act  for  an  impofition  on  rum,  and  other  liquors  imported* 
called  the  impofition  of  the  groat  a  gallon,  is  to  be  attributed 
partly  to  this,  and  partly  to  the  council's  refufing  to  afcer- 
tain  the  value  of  money  as  above,  page  133. 

Sect; 


•' 
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Sect.   X. 
Concerning  the  militia,  and  other  forces. 

ALL  the  white  men  bear  arms,  and  are  lifted  in  the  fev- 
jeral  companies  of  foot,  and  troops  of  horfe,  in  the  feveral 
kpupties  where  they  live. 

Xhe  governor  is  lieutenant-general  and  commands  all  the 
forces.  The  due  muttering  of  the  militia  ufed  to  be  a  great 
Ipart  of  the  governor's  care  ;  but  this  gentleman  being  dif- 
jabled  from  travelling  on  horfeback,  is  neceflitated  to  leave 
that  care  to  others,  fo  that  the  raufters  are  at  prefent  very 
|xnuch  neglected. 

Under  the  governor,  the  chief  command  of  every  county 
|is  by  him  committed  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  council,  with 
the  title  of  colonel.  But  if  the  command  of  any  county  lies 
very  remote  from  all  the  counfellors,  then  the  governor  gives 
that  to  fome  other  perfon,  under  the  title  of  major. 

The  governor,  by  the  advice  of  the  colonels  and  majors, 
gives  commiflions  to  the  captains  and  lieutenants  of  the  fev- 
eral troops  and  companies ;  and  the  colonel  himfelf  to  the 
other  inferior  officers. 

Befides  the  militia,  the  general  affembly  gave  power  to 
Governor  Nicholfon,  when  he  was  governor  of  that  country, 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  council,  from  time  to 
time,  to  raife  as  many  forces  as  he  fhould  judge  necefTary  for 
the  defence  of  the  country  ;  which  power  is  continued,  from 
year  to  year,  to  the  governor,  ever  (ince.  At  prefent,  by 
act  of  affembly,  there  is  a  lieutenant  and  1 2  troopers  main- 
tained in  conftant  pay,  at  the  heads  of  each  of  the  four  great 
rivers,  viz.  James  river,  York  river,  Rappahannock  river, 
and  the  Potomack,  under  the  title  of  rangers  ;  their  bufinefs 
being  to  range  the  woods,  to  look  out  for  the  Indian  enemy ; 
which  is  commonly  a  remote  nation  of  Indian  robbers,  who, 
if  they  are  not  looked  after,  are  apt,  in  their  travels,  to  Tall  in 
on  the  frontier  plantations  and  plunder  then\. 

Sect.    XL 

Concerning  the  church  and  religion. 

THE  inhabitants  do  generally  profefs  to  be  of  the  church 
of  England,  which  accordingly  is  the  religion  and  church 
|by  law  eftablifhed.  There 
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There  are  few  or  no  dilTenters  in  that  country  ;  not  fa 
many  of  any  fort  as  to  fet  up  a  meeting  houfe  ;  except  three 
or  four  meetings  of  Quakers,  and  one  of  Prefbyterians. 

That  country  is  divided  into  50  parifhes,  in  moil  of  which 
there  are  two,  fometimes  three,  churches  and  chapels  ;  yet 
fome  of  thefe  parifhes  are  exceeding  fmall  in  proportion  to 
the  reft,  10  that  they  are  not  able  to  maintain  a  minifter. 
The  reafon  whereof  was,  that  thefe  parifhes  were  in  the  moft 
fertile  and  lovely  fpots  of  ground,  where  the  firft:  Englifh 
inhabitants  did  chiefly  fettle,  and  it  is  very  like  when  the  di- 
vifion  of  the  parifhes  was  made,  \\  was  thought  towns  would 
be  built  in  thofe  places,  and  therefore  they  afligned  them 
but  a  fmall  compafs  of  country  ;  but  this  defign  mifcarrying, 
it  is  great  pity  that  there  is  not  a  more  convenient  divifion 
of  the  parifhes  ordered. 

As  to  the  government  of  the  church,  from  the  firft  fettle- 
ment,  that  whole  matter,  as  all  things  elfe,  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  governor.  By  the  laws  of  that  country,  the 
minifters  were  obliged  to  produce  their  orders  to  him,  and 
to  fhew  that  they  had  epifcopal  ordination. 

In  every  parifh,  by  the  law  of  that  country,  there  is  a  vef- 
try  confifling  of  twelve  men,  chofen  at  firft  by  all  the  matters 
of  families  in  the  parifh.  They  have  a  power  to  continue 
themfelves,  for  as  one  dies  or  removes  out  of  the  parifh,  the 
remaining  veftrymen  choofe  another  in  his  room.  Thofe 
veftrymen  lay  the  parifh  levy,  and  manage  all  other  paro- 
chial matters, 

The  power  of  prefenting  minifters  is  in  them,  by  the  law 
of  that  country ;  but  the  law  in  this  point  is  little  taken 
notice  of,  by  reafon  of  a  contrary  cuftom  of  making  annual 
agreements  with  the  minifters,  which  they  call  by  a  coarfe 
enough  name,  hiring  of  the  minifter,  fo  that  they  feldom  pre-^  ! 
fent  any  minifters,  that  they  may  by  that  means  keep  them, 
in  more  fubjeclion  and  dependence.  This  cuftom  has  had  a 
great  many  bad  confequences  :  no  good  minifters  that  were 
informed  of  it,  would  come  into  the  country,  and  if  they 
came,  ignorant  of  any  fuch  cuftom,  they  quickly  felt  the  ef- 
fects of  it,  in  the  high  hand  wherewith  moft  veftries  managed; 
their  power,  and  got  out  of  the  country  again  as  foon  as  they 
could.  The  manfion  houfes,  if  there  were  any,  went  to  de- 
cay, the  minifter  holding  the  living  fo  precarioufly,  that  it 
could  not  be  expected  he  would  beftow  much  on  reparation  ; 

and' 
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and  very  often  the  glebe  was  not  in  his  hand.  He  flood 
likevvife  on  fo  precarious  terms,  that  he  muft  have  a  fpecial 
care  how  he  preached  agatnft  the  vices  that  any  great  man 
of  the  veftry  was  guilty  of ;  for  if  he  did,  he  might  expect 
faction  would  be  made  in  the  veftry,  to  be  againft  renew- 
ing the  agreement  with  him  for  another  year.  In  fhort, 
feveral  rninifters  were  turned  out  by  the  veftries,  without 
any  crime  proved,  or  fo  much  as  alledged  agamft  them : 
and  this  is  their  cafe  at  this  day.  They  are  only  in  the  na- 
ture of  chaplains,  and  hold  their  livings  by  annual  agree- 
ments with  the  veftries  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  agree- 
ment, the  minifter  is  difmifTed,  or  retained  again  at  the 
veftry's  pleafure.  By  reafon  of  thefe  their  precarious  cir- 
cumftances,it  comes  to  pafs  that  the  country  is  very  badly  pro- 
vided with  rninifters,  there  not  being  at  prefent  above  half 
fo  many  rninifters  as  there  are  pariihes.  The  governor  con- 
nives at  this,  and  though  he  is  ordinary,  yet  never  prefents 
jure  devoluto.  So  that  really  many  parifhes  choofe  to  be 
without  a  minifter,  for  by  that  means  they  fave  all  the  rninif- 
ter's  dues  in  their  own  pockets. 

The  yearly  falary  of  the  rninifters,  eftablifhed  by  law,  is 
16000  pounds  of  tobacco  without  cafk.  This  tobacco  is 
levied  by  the  veftry  on  the  parifh,  according  to  the  number 
of  tithables,  and  collected  by  the  church  wardens  with  the 
reft  of  the  parifh  levy  ;  they  have  5  per  cent,  for  their  pains. 

King  Charles  II.  gave  the  bifhop  of  London  jurifdiction 
over  all  the  churches  in  the  Englifh  plantations,  except  as 
to  three  things,  viz.  licenfes  of  marriages,  probates  of  wills, 
and  inductions  of  rninifters,  which  he  referved  to  the  feveral 
governors. 

In  Virginia,  the  lord  bifhop  of  London  deputes  a  com- 
miffary  for  this  part  of  his  jurifdiction,  whofe  bufinefs  is  to 
make  vifitations  of  churches,  and  to  take  the  infpection  of 
the  clergy.  The  prefent  commifTary  is  Mr.  James  Blair  5 
he  hath  no  falary,  nor  perquifites,  but  the  king  makes  it  up 
by  his  royal  bounty,  having  been  gracioufly  pleafed  for  two 
years  to  order  him  an  hundred  pounds  a  year,  out  of  the 
quit-rents  of  Virginia,  which  we  fuppofe  his  majefty  in- 
tends to  continue. 

Sect. 
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Sect.    XII. 
Concerning  the  College  of  William  and  Mary,  in  Virpmdi 

IN  the  year  1691,  colonel  Nicholfon  being  lieutenant- 
governor,  the  general  afTembly  confidering  the  bad  circum- 
ilances  of  the  country  for  want  of  education  for  their  youth, 
went  upon  a  proposition  of  a  college,  to  which  they  gave 
the  name  of  William  and  Mary  college. 

They  propofed  that  in  this  college  there  fhduld  be  three 
fchools,  viz.  a  grammar  fchool  for  teaching  the  Latin  and 
Greek  tongues  ;  a  philofophy  fchool  for  philofophy  and 
mathematicks ;  and, a  divinity  fchool  for  the  oriental  tongues 
and  divinity  ;  for  it  was  one  part  of  their  defign*  that  this 
college  fhould  be  a  feminary  for  the  breeding  of  good  min- 
ifters,  with  which  they  were  but  very  indifferently  fupplied 
from  abroad,,  They  appointed  what  mailers  fhould  be  in 
each  of  thefe  fchools,  and  what  falaries  they  mould  have. 

For  the  government  and  vifitation  of  this  college,  they 
appointed  a  college  fenate,  which  fhould  be  eighteen,  or  any 
other  number  not  exceeding  twenty  5  who  were  then,  the 
lieutenant-governor,  four  gentlemen  of  the  council,  four  of 
the  clergy,  and  the  reft  named  out  of  the  houfe  of  burgefles, 
with  power  to  them  to  continue  themfelves,  by  election  of  a 
fucceflbr  in  the  room  of  any  one  that  mould  die,  or  remove 
out  of  the  country.  They  petitioned  the  king  that  he  would  \ 
make  thefe  men  truftees  for  founding  and  building  this  col- 
lege, and  governing  it  by  fuch  rules  and  ftatutes,  as  they,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  mould  from  time  to  time  appoint. 
Accordingly,  the  king  paiTed  his  charter,  under  the  great 
feat  of  England,  for  fuch  a  college,  and  contributed  very 
bountifully  both  to  the  building  and  endowment  of  it. 

Toward  the  building  he  gave  near  £.2000,  in  ready 
cafh,  out  of  the  bank  of  quit-rents,  in  which  governor 
Nicholfon  left  at  that  time  about  £.4500  ;  and  towards  the 
endowment,  the  king  gave  the  neat  produce  of  the  penny 
per  pound  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  worth  £.200  per  an- 
num, (mentioned  page  159),  and  the  furveyor-general's 
place,  worth  about  £.50  per  annum,  and  the  choice  of  ten 
thoufand  acres  of  land,  in  Pamunckey  neck,  and  ten  thou- 
fand  more  on  the  iouth  fide  of  the  Black-Water  fwamp,  | 
which  were  tracts  of  land  till  that  time  prohibited  to  be  J 
taken  up.  Thel 
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The  general  afTembly  alfo  gave  the  college  a  duty  on  fkins 

nd  furs,  worth  better  than  an  £.100  a  year,  and  they  got 

jrubferiptions  in  Virginia,  in  governor  Nicholfon's  time,  for 

!bout  £.2500  towards  the  building.  With  thefe  beginnings 
he  t ruilees  of  the  college  went  to  work,  but  their  good  gov- 
rnor,  who  had  been  the  greateft  encourager  in  that  country 
bf  this  defign,  (on  which  he  has  laid  out  ^.350  of  his  own 
money),  being  at  that  time  removed  from  them,  and  another* 
put  in  his  place,  that  was  of  a  quite  different  fpirit  and  tem- 
per, they  found  their  bufinefs  go  on  very  heavily,  and  fuch 
Difficulties  in  every  thing,  that  prefently,  upon  change  of 
khe  governor,  they  had  as  many  enemies  as  ever  they  had 
friends ;  fuch  an  univerfai  influence  and  fway  has  a  perfon 
bf  that  character  in  all  affairs  of  that  country.  The  gentle- 
Inen  of  the  council,  who  had  been  the  forwardelt  to  fubferibe, 
were  the  backwardelt,  to  pay  %  then  every  one  was  for  find- 
ing fbifts  to  evade  and  elude  their  fubferiptions,  and  the 
Ineaner  people  were  fo  influenced  by  their  countenance  and 
example  (men  being  eafily  perfuaded  to  keep  their  money) 
that  there  was  not  one  penny  got  of  new  fubferiptions,  nor 
paid  of  the  old  £.2500  but  about  ^.500,  Nor  durfl: 
khey  put  the  matter  to  the  hazard  of  a  law  fuit,  where  this 
hew  governor  and  his  favourites  were  to  be  their  judges. 
KThus  it  was  with  the  funds  for  building ;  and  they  fared, 
little  better  with  the  funds  for  endowments  ;  for  notwith- 
standing the  firft  choice  they  are  to  have  of  the  land  by  the 
charter,  patents  were  granted  to  others  for  vaft  tracts  of  land, 
knd  every  one  was  ready  to  oppofe  the  college  in  taking  up 
[he  land  ;  their  furvey  was  violently  flopped,  their  chain 
broken,  and  to  this  day  they  can  never  get  to  the  pofleflion 
?f  the  land.  But  the  truftees  of  the  college  being  encour- 
hged  with  a  gracious  letter  the  king  writ  to  the  governor,  to 
Encourage  the  college,  and  to  remove  all  the  obllruclions  of 
ft,  went  to  work,  and  carried  up  one  half  of  the  defigned 
uadrangle  of  the  building,  advancing  money  out  of  their 
wn  pockets  where  the  donations  fell  ihort.  They  founded 
:heir  grammar  fchool,  which  is  in  a  very  thriving  way,  and 
lavrng  the  clear  right  and  title  to  the  land,  would  not  be 
baffled  in  that  point,  but  have  ftruggled  with  the  greateft 
|nan  in  the  government  next  the  governor,  i.  c.  Mr.  Secre- 
ary  Wormley,  who  pretends  to  have  a  grant  in  futuro,  for 
*  Andres.  n* 
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no  lefs  than   13000  acres  of  the  belt  land  in  Pamunckeyf 
neck.     The  caufe  is  not  yet  decided,  only  Mr.  Secretary  has 
again  Hopped  the  chain,  which  it  is  not  likely  he  would  dcyf 
if  he  did  not  know  that  he  fhould  be  fupported  in  it. 

The  collectors  of  the  penny  per  pound  likewife  are  very* 
remifs  in  laying  their  accounts  before  the  governors  of  the^ 
college,  according  to  the  inftru&ions  of  the  conimifTionersI 
of  the  cuftoms  ;  fo  that  illegal  trade  is  carried  on,  and  fome 
of  thefe  gentlemen  refufe  to  give  any  account  upon  oath.-— 
This  is  the  prefent  flate  of  the  college. 
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Eaft-WindfoYy  June  20,  1797. 

Settlement  and  Antiquities  of  the  town  of  Wind- 
sor, in  Connecticut. 

IN  January,  1630,  a  Congregational  church  was  gathered 
in  Plymouth  in  England,  with  a  view  to  a  removal  txi 
New-England  ;  and  the  Rev.  mefirs.  John  Wareham  and 
John  Maverick  were  ordained  colleague  pallors  over  it.  They 
arrived  at  Nantafket  the  30th  of  May  following,  and  fettled  ur 
Dorcheller.  Soon  after  their  arrival,  they  received  intelli- 
gence from  the  Dutch  of  New- York,  of  a  valuable  tracl  of 
country  upon  Connecticut  river.  And  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Dorchefler,  and  of  the  towns  of  Newtown  (Cam- 
bridge) and  Watertown,  concluded  to  remove.    In  the  fum- 

*  mer/ 
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ner  of  1635,  they  performed  the  dangerous  and  laborious 
ourney  acrofs  the  wildernefs  to  this  river.  At  the  time  of 
heir  removal,  the  Dutch  had  extended  their  claim  to  the 
iver,  and  made  a  fettlement  a  few  miles  below  Windfor. 
tome  people  from  Plymouth  had  alfo  fet  up  a  trading  houfe 
t  the  mouth  of  Little  river,  in  Windfor.  The  fortitude  of 
lofe  pious  adventurers  was  truly  wonderful.  About  one 
undred  men,  women,  and  children,  took  their  departure 
rom  the  three  towns  before  mentioned,  to  travel  through  an 
nexplored  wildernefs.  They  were  fourteen  days  perform- 
ig  the  tedious  journey.  The  wildernefs,  for  the  firft  time, 
efounded  with  the  praifes  of  God.  They  prayed  and  fang 
falms  and  hymns  as  they  marched  along ;  the  Indians  fol- 
>wing  and  looking  on  them  in  filent  admiration. 

They  arrived  at  this  river,  the  object  of  their  ardent  ex- 
ecution, fomewhere  not  far  from  the  mouth  ot  Scantic 
ver,  in  Eaft- Windfor.  The  Dorchefter  people,  with  Mr. 
yareham  their  minifter,  began  the  fettlement  of  Windfor, 
n  the  weft  fide  of  the  river.  They  fuffered  great  hardfhips 
le  firft  winter,  and  their  cattle  perifhed  for  want  of  food. 

The  Indians  on  and  near  the  river  were  numerous.  Three 
Lchemdoms  were  in  the  vicinity.  The  feat  of  one  was 
ear  the  mouth  of  Podunck  river,  lying  in  the  S.  W.  corner 
[  Eaft- Windfor.  A  fecond,  at  Middletown,  20  miles  be- 
>w  ;  and  the  third,  at  Farmington,  about  1 2  miles  weft  of 
Vindfor. 

Some  of  the  firft  fettlers  of  Windfor  were  gentlemen  of 
Dulence  and  education,  as  were  alfo  thofe  of  Hartford  and 
^eathersfield,  which  fettlements  were  begun  at  the  fame 
(me.  The  right  of  fettling  here,  they  purchafed  of  the  old 
lymouth  company  in  England,  and  they  paid  the  Indians 
r  the  foil.  They  had  fent  fome  men  the  year  preceding 
leir  removal,  to  make  the  purchafe  of  the  natives,  whom 
ley  looked  upon  as  the  only  rightful  proprietors. 

They  foon  proceeded  to  form  a  general  fyftem  of  laws, 
hich  were  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  MafTachufetts  ;  except 
lat  they  did  not  make  church  memberfhip  a  neccflary  qual- 
cation  for  civil  office. 

Thofe  who  were  in  full  communion  in  the  church  at 
orchefter,  and  came  with  Mr!  Wareham  to  Windfor,  were 

enry  Wolcott,  Efq.  William  Phelps,  John  Whitefield, 
Humphrey  Pinney,  Deacon  John  Moore,  Deacon  William 

*  Gay  lord, 
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Gaylord,  Lieut.  Walter  Filer,  Matthew  Grant,  Thomasj 
Dibble,  Samuel  Phelps,  Nathan  Gillet,  Richard  Vore,  Abra^j 
ham  Randall,  Bigot  Egleftone,  George  Phelps,  Thomas  Ford,  j 

In  1639,  ^ev-  Ephrairn  Huit  came  from  England,  and, 
was  fettled  colleague  with  Mr.  Wareham.     And  with  him* 
came  Edward  Grifwold,  John  Biflell,  Thomas  Holcomb* 
Daniel  Clark,  Peter  Tilton.     The  other  fettlers  of  Windfor  J 
whofe  names  are  mentioned  in  the  records  of  the  town,  annoJ 

1640,  were  mefFrs.  ^ m  Newberry,  Roger  Ludlow,  EfqJ 

Jofeph  Loomis,  John  Loomis,  John  Porter,  William  Hill^j 
James  Marfhall,  John  Taylor,  Eltwed  Pomeroy,  William 
Ho fford,  Aaron  Cook,  Ellas  Parkman,  Thomas  StoughtonJ 
Owen  Tudor,  Capt.  John  Mafon,  Matthew  Allyn,  Richardji 
Oldage,  Henry  Stiles,  William  Hayden,  George  PhillipsJ 
Return  Strong,  John  Hillyer,  Thomas  Barber,  Nicholas] 
Palmer,  Thomas  Buckland,  Ifaac  Shelden,  Robert  WatfonJ 
Stephen  Terry,  Bray  Roffeter,  Thomas  Dewey,  Williams 
Hurlburt,  Roger  Williams,  Thomas  Bafcomb,  Nicholas 
Denflow,  Thomas  Thornton . 

It  is  probable  the  greater  part  of  thefe  came  the  year  aft 
Mr.  Wareham  ;  fome  from  Dorchefter  and  lome  from  Ply 
mouth.     Mr.  Huit  deceafed  in  1 644.     He  was  a  man 
fuperior  abilities  and  ufefulnefs.     The  following  lines,  ex 
preffive  of  his  great  worth,  though  in  juvenile  poetry,  arc 
legible  on  his  tomb-done  : 

«  Who  while  he  liv'd,  we  drew  our  vital  breath  t 
"  Who  when  he  died,  his  dying  was  our  death  : 
"  Who  was  the  ftay  of  ftate,  the  church's  ftaff  ; 
"  Alas,  the  tim^s  forbid  an  epitaph." 

Mr.  Wareham  faw  the  great  increafe  of  the  little  colon 
of  christians,  with  whom  he  had  croffed  the  Atlantic,  during 
35  years  of  his  miniftry,  and  died  anno  1670. 

The  fucceflion  of  minifters  in  the  firft  ancient  fociety  in 
Windfor,  after  Mr.  Wareham,  were  Rev.  Samuel  Mather, 
dcce^cd  1728,  aged  77  years.  Rev.  Jonathan  Marfh,  or- 
dained 1728,  deceafed  1748,  aged  63.  Rev.  William  Rufi 
fel,  jun.  ordained  1 75 1 .  Rev.  David  Sherman  Rowlan 
initialled  1776,  deceafed  1793.  I^ev.  Henry  Auguftus  Row- 
land, the  prefent  paftor. 

In  1765,  the  fociety  was  formed  into  two  parifhes,  anc 
the  Rev.  Theodore  Hinfdale  was  ordained  over  the  north 

parifh, 
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parifh,  and  continued  their  worthy  pallor  until  the  re-union 
of  the  two  parifhes  in  1792,  when  he  refigned. 

The  boundaries  of  the  original  town  of  Windfor  were 
very  extenfive  ;  being  about  46  miles  in  circumference,  and 
lying  on  both  fides  of  Connecticut  river,  the  largeft  divifion 
on  the  eaftern  fide.  Eight  Congregational  focieties  have 
been  formed  within  its  limits,  and  it  now  contains  three  in- 
corporated towns. 

The  fuccefiion  of  minifters  in  the  parifh  of  Poquannock, 
weft  fide  of  the  river,  are  Rev.  John  Woodbridge  %  Rev. 
Samuel  Tudor,  who  was  ordained  anno  1 740,  deceafed  J757 ; 
Rev.  Dan  Fofter,  difmiffed  1784. 

Minifters  in  the  parifh  of  Wintonbury,  were  Rev.  Heze- 
kiah  Biftel ;  Rev.  Solomon  Wolcott ;  Rev.  William  Fowler 
Miller,  the  prefent  paftor. 

In  the  parifh  of  Turkey-Hills,  lying  partly  in  Windfor — 
Rev.  mefTrs.  Ebenezer  Mills,  Nehemiah  Strong,  Aaron  J. 
Booge,  and  Whitefield  Cowles,  the  prefent  paftor. 

The  above  parifhes  are  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river. 

In  1680,  a  number  of  families  removed  to  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  river,  and  begun  the  fettlement  of  Eaft-Windfor.  Fif- 
teen years  they  pafied  the  river  in  boats  to  attend  public 
worfhip  on  the  weft  fide. 

In  1695,  they  formed  themfelves  into  an  ecclefiaftical  fo- 
ciety,  and  Mr.  Timothy  Edwards,  the  father  of  prefident 
Edwards,  was  ordained  their  minifter. 

That  part  of  ancient  Windfor  which  lies  eaft  of  Connec- 
ticut river  was  formed  into  a  parifh,  anno  1703,  and  incor- 
porated a  town  1768,  and  named  Eaft-Windfor.  The  eaft- 
ern divifion  of  Eaft-Windfor  was  made  a  parifh  1730,  and 
incorporated  a  town  by  the  name  of  Ellington,  in  1786. 
The  north  part  was  made  a  parifh  in  1752,  and  Rev.  Thomas 
Potwine,  the  prefent  paftor,  ordained  1754.  The  village  of 
Wapping  was  allowed  the  privileges  of  a  winter  parifh  in 
1761. 

The  fuccefiion  of  minifters  in  the  firft' parifh  in  Eaft- 
Windfor,  are  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards,  ordained  1695,  de- 
ceafed 1758,  in  the  89th  year  of  his  age,  and  64th  of  his 
miniftry  :  Rev.  Jofeph  Perry,  ordained  colleague  with  Mr. 
Edwards,  1755,  deceafed  1783  :  Rev.  D*vid  M*Clure,  in- 
called  1786. 

It  is  a  remarkable  inftance,  that  there  have  been  a  fucccf- 

fion 
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fion  of,  but  little  more  than  two  minifters  in  this  church 
during  a  century,  while  there  have  been  in  fome  of  the  other 
pari  fries  of  Eaft- Windfor,  four  or  five  in  about  half  that 
period. 

The  fucceflion  of  minifters  in  the  parifh  of  Ellington,  are 
Rev.  John  M'Kinftry,  educated  at  Edinburgh,  inftalled 
anno.  1730,  refigned  1746,  deceafed  1754,  aged  77.  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Huntington,  (elder  brother  of  the  late  governor) 
ordained  1749,  deceafed  1756,  aged  32.  Rev.  Seth  Nor- 
ton, ordained  1757,  deceafed  1762,  aged  30.  Rev.  John 
Blifs,  ordained  1 765,  difmifled  1781.  Rev.  Jofhua  Leon- 
ard, the  prefent  paftor,  ordained  1791. 

Fear  of  the  Indians  retarded  the  fettiement  of  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  river,  until  the  year  1680,  before  mentioned. 
The  year  after  the  fettlements  of  Windfor,  Hartford  and 
Weathersfield  begun,  parties  of  Pequod  Indians  killed  fome 
people.  And  although  the  Windfor  and  River  Indians  pro- 
fefTed  themfelves  neuters  in  Philip's  war,  which  broke  out  in 
1675,  yet  numbers  of  their  young  men  ftole  away  and  joined 
him,  and  never  returned.  After  Philip's  formidable  league 
was  broken,  the  Englifh  fettlements  began  to  extend  eaft 
from  the  river.  The  captains  Ludlow,  Mafon  and  Stough-* 
ton  did  valiantly  in  thofe  wars. 

There  are  but  few  remains  of  Indian  antiquity  in  this 
town.  Their  rude  implements  of  hulbandry,  Sec.  are  fome- 
times  plowed  up  in  the  meadows ;  fuch  as  ftone  axes,  pef- 
tles,  chifels,  Sec.  A  Mr.  Mather,  of  Windfor,  informed  me 
that  he  found,  fome  years  ago,  near  his  houfe,  an  Indian 
grave,  containing  the  bones  of  Hx  perfons.  They  were  in 
a  fetting,  circular  pofition  ;  and  where  their  feet  met,  was  a 
fmall  quantity  of  wampum  and  fome  horn  fpoons.  Human 
bones  are  fometimes  wafhed  out  of  the  banks  of  the  river. 
A  fmall  hill  in  the  meadow  is  ftill  known  by  the  name  of 
King's  hill  ;  having  been  the  refidence  of  the  fachem  of  the 
Podunck  Indians.  -  In  the  fale  of  the  land,  the  Indians  re- 
ferved  the  right  of  hunting,  cutting  timber,  and  planting, 
wherever  they  pleafed,  forever.  But  none  of  their  defcend* 
ants  now  exilt,  to  claim  the  privilege. 

The  firfl:  fettlers,  by  their  prudent  management  and  kind* 
nefs,  conciliated  the  good  will  of  the  Indians  ;  but  the  aged 
people  among  us  fay,  that  they  could  never  learn  that  an  in- 
dividual Windfor  Indian  ever  became  a  chriftian. 

It 
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It  has  pleafed  God  to  revive  his  work  of  grace  in  this 
town  in  former,  and  in  a  lefs  degree,  in  later  times  ;  par- 
ticularly in  1737,  and  again  in  J741.  Here  the  faithful 
labours  of  the  popular  and  venerable  Edwards,  during  his 
prolonged  miniftry,  and  the  occaiional  preachings  of  a 
Whiteneld,  Wheelock,  Pomeroy,  and  others,  were  blelfed  to 
the  fpiritual  illumination  and  comfort  of  many  fours. 

The  above  is  derived  from  various  fources  of  information, 
fuch  as  the  public  records  of  the  towns  and  parifhes — man- 
ufcripts — tradition  of  aged,  refpectable  people,  and  printed 
liftories.  Should  it  afford  you  entertainment,  or  be  of  any 
ervice  in  the  caufe  of  hiftoricai  and  ufeful  fcience,  my  labour 
will  be  well  compenfated.  Whether  the  foregoing  obferva- 
ions  are  of  fufficient  confequence  to  prefent  to  the  Hiftori- 
:al  Society,  I  fubmit  to  your  candor  and  judgment ;  and 
tm,  Rev.  Sir, 

your  very  obedient 

and  obliged  fervant, 

David  M'Clure. 
Rev.  Dr.  Belknap. 


VERY     CURIOUS     TRACT,     AND     THE    ONLY    ONE    I     EVER 
SAW    OF    IT.       T.  H.* 

>erhaps  it  may  have  been  written  by  Sir  Henry  Vane,  the  younger, 
a  man  of  great  parts,  natural  and  acquired,  religious  to  enthufiafm, 
according  to  the  mode  of  his  days,  and  feveral  years  a  refident  itl 
New-England. 

To  Sir  Henry  Vane,  the  younger. 

VANE,  young  in  years,  but  in  fage  council  old, 

Than  whom,  a  better  fenator  ne'er  held 

The  helm  of  Rome,  when  gowns  not  arms  repell'd 

The  fierce  Epirot  and  the  African  bold  ; 

Whether  to  fettle  peace,  or  to  unfold 

The  drift  of  hollow  dates,  hard  to  be  fpell'd  ; 

Then  to  advife  how  war  may,  bed  upheld, 

Move  by  her  two  main  nerves,  iron  and  gold, 

In  all  her  equipage  :  befides  to  know 

Both 

*  Suppofed  to  be  T«  Holus,  the  friend  of  Harvard  College, 
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Both  fpirilual  powyr  and  civil,  what  each  means; 

What  fevers  each,  thou  haft  learn'd,  which  few  havx  done/ 

The  bounds  of  either  fword  to  thee  we  owe  1 

Therefore  on  thy  firm  hand  religion  leans 

In  peace^  and  reckons  thee  her  eldeft  fon. 

John  Milton. 

Note.  Sir  Henry  Vane  was  chofen  governor  of*  MafTachufetts  163 6-' 
Hutchinfon  obferves,  that  Mr.  Haynes  being  no  longer  a, rival  to  Mri 
Winthrop,  he  would  have  been  the  moft  popular  man,  if  Mr.  Vane's, 
folemn  deportment,  although  he  was  not  then  more  than  24  or  25  years  I 
of  age,  had  not  engaged  almoft  the  whole  colony  in  his  favour.  "  There; 
was  a  great  friendfhip  between  Mr.  Cotton  and  him,  which  feems  to! 
have  continued  to  the  laft."  . 

It  is  moft  likely  that  one  affifted  the  other  in  this  Abftract,  being  fa 
intimate,  and  of  the  fame  political  arid  religious  principles  ;  for  this; 
tract  was  found  in  manufcript  in  Mr.  Cotton's  flu  dy  after  his  death, 
and  a  copy  rather  more  full  than  the  prefent,  publifhed  1 655,  in  Lore** 
don,  by  William  Afpinwall*  ftyled,  An  Abftratt  of  Laws  and  Govern* 
ment,  wherein,  as  in  a  mirror,  may  be  feen  ihe  wifdom  and  perfection  of 
ChrifVs  kingdom,  dccommodable  td  any  ftate  or  form  of  government  ini 
the  world,  that  is  not  antichriftian  and  tyrannical. 

This  book,  bound  up  with  Mr.  Cotton's  Difcourfe  on  Civil  Government 
in  a  new  Plantation  whefe  defign  is  religion,  is  in  the  library  of  the  Hiftor- 
ieal  Society.  Alfo  a  fmall  quarto  volume  upon  the  Myftery  of  GodUnefsj 
written  by  Sir  Henry  Vane* 

Though  Sir  H.  V.  was  an  enthufiaft,  his  writings  exhibit  proofs  of  s£ 
ftrong  mind  as  well  as  vividi  fancy — and  his  conduct  was  confident* 
equally  remarkable  for  his  integrity  and  zeal.  He  died  a  martyr  t& 
what  he  fuppofed  the  caufe  of  freedom  and  truth* 

In  the  month  of  July,  1662,  fays  Ludlow,  t  received  a  letter  froirr'* 
England,  with  an  account  of  the  trial  of  Sir  H.  Vane  ;  of  which  I  fhafl 
only  fay,  that  he  behaved  himfelf,  on  all  thefe  occafions,  in  fuch  a  man-*' 
ner,  that  he  left  it  doubtful,  whether  his  eloquence,  foundnefs  of  judg^J 
ment,  and  prefence  of  mind,  his  magnanimity  and  gravity,  his  conftant, 
adherence  to  the  caufe  of  his  country,  and  heroick  carriage  during  the' 
time  of  his  confinement,  and  at  the  hour  of  death  ;  or  the  malice  of  his? 
enemies,  and  their  frivolous  fuggeftions  at  his  trial,  the  breach  of  the 
public  faith  in  the  nfage  he  found,  the  incivility  of  the  bench,  and  thffl 
favage  rudenefs  of  the  fheriff,  who  commanded  the  trumpets  feverall 
times  to  found,  that  he  might  not  be  heard  by  the  people,  were  the| 
moft  remarkable.     Vid.  Ludlow's  Memoirs,  fol.  Lon.  1751,  page  384-]; 

Hume  defcribes  the  execution  of  Vane,  fo  as  to  make  him  an  objeA  j 
of  admiration,  though  he  viewed  him  as  an  enthufiaft.  It  is  among  thsn 
fineft  paifages  in.  the  work  of  that  elegant  hiftorian. 

Am 
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An  Abstract  Of  the  Laws  of  New-England,  as  thev 
are  now  established.    prrnted  in  london  in  164i. 

Chapter  I. 

Of  Magiftrates. 

|r.    A   LL  magiftrates  are  to  be  chofen,     Deut.  1.13,1 7, 15. 

jljL     Firft,  By  the  free  burgefles. 

Secondly,  Out  of  the  free  burgenes. 

Thirdly,  Out  of  the  ableft  men  and  moft  approved  a- 
[nongft  them.         Ex.  18.  21. 

Fourthly,  Out  of  the  rank  of  noblemen  or  gentlemen 
Hnong  them,  the  beft  that  God  /ball  fend  into  the  country y  if 
hey  be  qualified  with  gifts  fit  for  government,  either  emi- 
nent above  others*  or  not  inferior  to  others.  Eccle.  10.  17. 
fer.  30.  21. 

2.  The  governor  hath  power,  with  the  afliftants,  to  gov- 
:rn  the  whole  country,  according  to  the  laws  eftablifhed, 
lereafrer  mentioned  :  he  hath  power  of  himfelf,  and  in  his 

Ifbfen.ee  the  deputy -go  vernor*  to  moderate  all  public  ac- 
tions of  the  Commonwealth,  as 

I   Firft,  To  fend  out  warrants  for  calling  of  the  general 
£ourt.         Jofh.  24.  f* 

Secondly,  To  order  and  ranfack  all  actions  in  the  court 
vhere  he  fnteth  :  as,  to  gather  fuffrages  and  voices,  and  to 
pronounce  fentences  according  to  the  greater  part  of  them. 

3.  The  power  of  the  governor,  with  the  reft  of  the  coun- 
cilors, is 

Firft,  To  confult  and  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
!tate  and  people.         Num.  11.  14  to  16. 

Secondly,  To  direct  in  all  matters;  wherein  appeal  is 
nade  to  them  from  inferior  courts.         Deut.  17.  8,  9. 

Thirdly,  To  preferve  religion.       Ex.  32.  25,  27. 

Fourthly,  To  overfee  the  forts  and  munition  cf  the  coun- 
ry,  and  to  take  order  for  the  protection  of  the  country 
rom  foreign  invafion,  or  interline  fedition,  as  need  fhall  re- 
quire, with  confent  of  the  people  to  enterprife  wars.  Cor. 
ty*  32  :  23>  6*     Prov.  24.  5. 

And  becaufe  thefe  great  affairs  of  the  ftate  cannot  be  at- 
ended,  nor  adminiftered,  if  they  be  after  changed  ;  there- 
ore  the  counfeliors  are  to  be  chofen  for  life,  ttnlcfs  they  give 
Y  iVol.  v.]  juft 
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juji  caufe  of  removal \  which  if  they  do,  then  they  are  to  U 
removed  by  the  general  court.         Kings  2.  6. 

4.  The  power  of  the  governor,  fitting  with  the  counfel- 
lors  and  affinants,  is  to  hear  and  determine  all  caufes  whe. 
ther  civil  or  criminal,  which  are  brought  before  him  through] 
the  whole  Commonwealth  :  yet 'referring  liberty  of appeal from 
him  to  the  general  court.         Ex.  lH.  22.     Deut.  1.  16,  18. 

5.  Every  town  is  to  have  judges  Within  themfelves, 
whofe  power  fhall  be  once  in  the  month,  or  in  three  months 
at  the  fartheft,  to  hear  and  determine  both  civil  caufes  and 
pleas  of  lefs  value,  and  crimes  alfo,  which  are  not  capital  : 
yet  referving  liberty  of  appeal  to  the  court  of  governor  and 
affiftants.         Deut.  16.  18. 

6.  For  the  better  expedition  and  execution  of  juftice, 
and  of  all  affairs  incident  unto  every  court ;  every  court  fhall 
have  certain  officers,  as  a  fecretary  to  enrol  all  the  acts  o£ 
the  court  ;  and  befides  minifters  of  juftice,  to  attach  and 
fetch,  and  fet  perfons  before  the  magiftrates  ;  and  alfo  to  ex- 
ecute the  fentence  of  the  court  upon  offenders :  and  for  the 
fame  end  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  governor  or  any  one  or 
two  of  the  counfellors,  or  afliftants,  or  judges,  to  give  war-*) 
rants  to  an  officer,  to  fetch  any  delinquent  before  them,  and 
to  examine  the  caufe,  and  if  he  be  found  culpable  of  that 
crime,  to  take  order  by  furety  or  fafe  cuftody  for  his  appear  j 
ance  at  the  court.  Deut.  16.  18.  Jer.  36.  10, 12.  i  Sam. 
'20.  24,  25.     AcJs  5.  26,  27. 

And  further  for  the  fame  end,  and  to  prevent  the  offenders 
lying  long  in  prifon,  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  governor,  with 
one  of  the  council,  or  any  two  of  the  afliflants  or  judges,  to 
fee  execution  done  upon  any  offenders  for  any  crime  that  is 
not  capital,  according  to  the  laws  eftablifhed  :  yet  referving  a 
liberty  of  appeal  fro)n  them  to  the  court ,  and  from  an  inferioy 
court  to  a  higher  court. 

Chap.  II. 

Of  the  free  Burgeffes  and  free  Inhabitants. 

1.  FIRST,  all  the  free  burgeffes,  excepting  fuch  as  wer« 
admitted  men  before  the  eftablifhment  of  churches  in  the 
country,  fhall  be  received  and  admitted  out  of  the  members! 
of  fome  or  others  of  the  churches  in  the  country,  fuch 
churches  as  are  gathered  or  hereafter  fnall  be  gathered  withj 

the; 
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[he  confent  of  other  churches  already  eftablifhed  in  the  coun- 
ry,  and  fuch  members  as  are  admitted  by  their  own  church 
nto  the  Lord's  table. 

2.  Thefe  free  burgeffes  fhall  have  power  to  choofe  in 
leir  own  towns,  fit  and  able  men  out  of  themfelves,  to  be  the 
rdinary  judges  of  inferior  caufes,  in  their  own  town  ;  and, 
>amft  the  approach  of  the  general  court,  to  choofe  two  or 
iree,  as  their  deputies  and  committees,  to  join  with  the 
overnor  and  afliltants  of  the  whole  country,  to  make  up 
id  conftitute  the  general  court. 

3.  This  general  court  fhall  have  power, 

Firft,  By  the  warrant  of  the  governor,  or  deputy-govern- 
r,  to  affemble  once  every  quarter,  or  half  a  year,  or  oftener, 

the  affairs  of  the  country  fhall  require,  and  to  fit  together 

1  their  affairs  be  difpatched. 

Secondly,  To  call  the  governor,  and  all  the  reft  of  the 
jblic  magiftrates  and  officers  into  place,  and  to  call  them 
fo  te  account  for  the  breach  of  any  laws  eftablifhed,  or  other 
if  demeanor,  and  to  cenfure  them  as  the  quality  of  the  facl  may 
quire. 

Thirdly,  To  make  and  repeal  laws. 

Fourthly,  To  difpofe  of  all  lands  in  the  country,  and  to 
fign  them  to  feveral  towns  or  perfons,  as  fhall  be  thought 
quifite. 

Fifthly,  To  impofe  of  monies  a  levy,  for.  the  public  fer- 
ce  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  fhall  be  thought  requifite  for 
e  provtfion  and  protetHon  of  the  whole. 

Sixthly,  To  hear  and  determine  all  caufes,  wherein  appeal 
all  be  made  unto  them,  or  which  they  fhall  fee  caufe  to 

ume  into  their  own  cognizance  or  judicature. 

Seventhly,  To  aflift  the  governors  and  counfellors,  in  the 
aintenance  of  the  purity  and  unity  of  religion  ;  and  ac- 

rdingly  to  fet  forth  and  uphold  all  fuch  good  caufes  as 

all  be  thought  fit,  for  that  end,  by  the  advice  and  with 

nfent  of  the  churches,  and  to  reprefs  the  contrary. 

Eighthly,  In  this  general  court  nothing  fhall  be  conclud- 
but  with  the  common  confent  of  the  greater  part  of  the 

vemors,  or  adiftants,  together  with  the  greater  part  of  the 

putics  of  the  towns;  unlefs  it  be  in  election  of  officers, 

here  the  liberty  of  the  people  is  to  be  preferred,  or  in  judging 

tters  of  offence  againft  the  law,  wherein  both  parties  are 

ftand  to  the  direction  of  the  law.    • 

a.  AH 
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4.  All  the  houfholders  of  every  town  fhall  be  accouni 
as  the  free  inhabitants  ot  the  country,  and  accordingly  fhal 
enjoy  freedom  of  commerce,  and  inheritance  of  fuch  lands 
as  the  general  court,  or  the  feveral  towns  wherein  they  dwell 
fhall  allot  unto  them,  after  they  have  taken  an  oath,  or  given 
other  fecurity  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Mate,  and  fubjeft 
to  the  good  and  wholefome  laws  eftablifhed  in  the  country 
by  the  general  court, 

ChaK  III, 
Of  the  Protection  and  Provifon  of  the  Country. 

1 .  FIRST,  a  law  to  be  made  (if  it  be  not  made  already  J1 
for  the  training  of  all  men  in  the  country,  fit  to  bear  arms,5 
unto  the  exercife  of  military  difcipline;  and  withal,  another 
law  to  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  military  officers  and 
forts. 

2.  Becaufe  fifhing  is  the  chief  flaple  commodity  of  th# 
country,  therefore  all  due  encouragement  to  be  given  unto 
fuch  hands  as  fhall  fet  forwards  the  trade  of  fifhing  :  and  iot 
that  end  a  law  to  be  made,  that  whofoever  fhall  apply  them- 
felves  to  fet  forward  the  trade  of  fifhing,  as  fifhermen,  mar- 
iners, and  fhipwrights,  fhall  be  allowed,  man  for  man,  or 
fome  or  other  of  the  labourers  of  the  country,  to  plant  and 
reap  for  them,  in  the  feafon  of  the  year,  at  the  public  charge 
of  the  commonwealth,  for  the  fpace  of  the  feven  years  next 
enfuing  ;  and  fuch  labourers  to  be  appointed  and  paid  bjr 
the  treafurer  of  the  commonwealth. 

3.  Becaufe  no  commonwealth  can  maintain  either  theif 
authority  at  home,  or  their  honor  and  power  abroad,  without 
a  fufficient  treafury :  a  law  therefore  to  be  made  for  the 
electing  and  furnifhing  of  the  treafury  of  the  commonwealth, 
which  is  to  be  fupplied  and  furnifhed, 

1  ft.    By  the  yearly  payment, 

Firfr,  Of  one  penny,  or  half  a  penny  an  acre  6(  land  to 
be  occupied  throughout  the  counrry.  Land  in  common  by 
a  town,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  flock  or  treafury  of  the 
fame  town. 

Secondly,   Of  a  penny  for  every  beaft,  horfe  or  cow. 

Thirdly,  Of  fome  proportionable  rate  upon  merchants.— 
This  rate  to  be  greater  or  lefs,  as  fhall  be  thought  fit. 

2d,    By  the  payment  of  a  barrel  of  gunpowder,  or  fuch 

goods 
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goods  or  other  munitions,  out  of  every  {hip  that  bringeth 
foreign  commodities. 

3d.    By  fines  and  mulcts  upon  trefpalTers*  beafts. 

4.  A  treafurer  to  be  chofen  by  the  free  burgefTes,  out  of 
the  afliftants,  who  fhall  receive  and  keep  the  treafury,  and 
make  difburfements  out  of  it,  according  to  the  direction  of 
ths  general  court,  or  of  the  governor  or  counfellors,  whereof 
they  are  to  give  an  account  to  the  general  court.  It  fhall 
pertain  alfo  to  the  office  of  the  treafurer,  to  furvey  and  over- 
fee  all  the  munitions  of  the  country,  as  cannons,  culverins, 
mufkets,  powder,  match,  bullets,  &c.  and  to  give  account 
thereof  to  the  governor  and  council. 

5.  A  treafury  alfo,  or  magazine,  or  ftorehoufe,  to  be 
erected,  and  furnifhed  in  every  town,  [as  Deut.  14.  28.]  dif- 
tinct  from  the  treafury  of  the  church,  that  provifion  of 
corn,  and  other  neceflaries,  may  be  laid  up  at  the  bed  hand, 
for  the  relief  of  fuch  poor  as  are  not  members  of  the  church  ; 
and  that  out  of  it  fuch  officers  may  be  maintained,  as  cap- 
tains and  fuch  like,  who  do  any  public  fervice  for  the  town. 
But  chiefly,  this  treafury  will  be  requifite  for  the  preferv- 
ing  of  the  livelihood  of  each  town  within  itfelf.  That  in 
cafe  the  inheritance  of  the  lands  that  belong  to  any  town, 
come  to  be  alienated  from  the  townfmen,  which  may  un*. 
avoidably  fall  out  ;  yet  a  fupply  may  be  had  and  made  to 
the  livelihood  of  the  town,  by  a  reasonable  rent  charge  upon 
fuch  alienations,  laid  by  the  common  confenc  of  the  land- 
owners and  tow  nfmen,  and  to  be  paid  into  the  treafury  of 
the  town.     This  treafury  to  be  fupplicd, 

Firft,  By  the  yearly  payment  of  fome  fmali  rate  upon 
acres  of  land. 

Secondly,  By  fines  and  amercements  put  upon  trefpafTers' 
beafts, 

A  town  treafurer  to  be  appointed  for  the  overfight  and 
ordering  of  this,  chofen  out  of  the  free  burgefTes  of  the  fame 
town,  who  is  fo  to  difpofe  of  things  under  his  charge,  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  of  the  judges  of  the  town,  and  to 
give  account,  at  the  town's  court,  to  the  judges  and  free 
burgefTes  of  the  town,  or  to  fome  fele&ed  by  them. 


Chap 
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Chap.  IV. 

Of  the  right  of  Inheritance. 

i.  FIRST,  forafmuch  as  the  right  of  difpofals  of  the  in- 
heritance of  all  lands  in  the  country  lyeth  in  the  general 
court,  whatfoever  lands  are  given  and  afligned  by  the  gen- 
eral court,  to  any  town  or  perfon,  fhall  belong  and  remain 
as  right  of  inheritance  to  fuch  towns  and  their  fucceffors, 
and  to  fuch  perfons  and  to  their  heirs  and  affigns  forever,  as 
their  propriety. 

2.  Whatfoever  lands,  belonging  to  any  town,  fhall  be 
given  and  afligned  by  the  town,  or  by  fuch  officers  therein 
as  they  fhall  appoint,  unto  any  perfon,  the  fame  fhall  belong 
and  remain  unto  fuch  perfon  and  his  heirs  and  afligns,  as  his, 
proper  right,  forever. 

3.  And  in  dividing  of  lands  to  the  feveral  perfons  in 
each  town,  as  regard  is  to  be  had,  partly  to  the  number  of 
perfons  in  a  family — to  the  more,  aligning  the  greater  allot- 
ment, to  the  fewer,  lefs— and  partly  by  the  number  of  beads, 
by  the  which  a  man  is  fit  to  occupy  the  land  afligned  to  him, 
and  fubdue  it  ;  eminent  refpecl,  in  this  cafe,  may  be  given 
to  men  of  eminent  quality  and  defcent,  in  afligning  unto 
them  mere  large  and  honorable  accommodations,  in  regard 
of  their  great  difburfements  to  public  charges. 

4.  Forafmuch  as  all  civil  affairs  are  to  be  adminiflered 
and  ordered,  fo  as  may  belt  conduce  to  the  upholding  and 
fetting  forward  of  the  worfhip  of  God  in  church  fcllowfhip  ; 
it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  wherefoever  the  lands  of  any 
man's  inheritance  fhall  fall,  yet  no  man  fhall  fet  his  dwelling- 
houfe  above  the  diflance  of  half  a  mile,  or  a  mile  at  the  far- 
theft,  from  the  meeting  of  the  congregation,  where  the 
church  doth  ufually  affemble  for  the  worfhip  of  God. 

5.  Inheritances  are  to  defcend  naturally  to  the  next  of 
kin,  according  to  the  law  of  nature,  delivered  by  God. 

6.  Obferve,  If  a  man  have  more  fons  than  one,  then  a 
double  portion  to  be  afligned  and  bequeathed  to  the  eldefl 
fon,  according  to  the  law  of  nature  ;  unlefs  his  own  de- 
merit do  deprive  him  of  the  dignity  of  his  birth-right. 

7.  The  will  of  a  tedator  is  to  be  approved  or  difallowed 
by  the  court  of  governor  and  afliftants,  or  by  the  court  of 
judges  in  each  town  :  yet  not  to  be  difallowed  by  the  court 

of 
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of  governors,  unlefs  it  appears  either  to  be  counterfeit,  or 
unequal,  either  againft  the  law  of  God,  or  againft  the  due 
right  of  the  legators. 

8.  As  God  in  old  time,  in  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael, 
forbade  the  alienation  of  lands  from  one  tribe  to  another  ;  fo 
to  prevent  the  like  inconvenience  in  the  alienation  of  lands 
from  one  town  to  another,  it  were  requifite  to  be  ordered  : 

i  ft.  That  no  free  burgefs,  or  free  inhabitant  of  any  town,- 
fhall  fell  the  land  allotted  to  him  in  the  town,  (unlefs  the 
free  burgefles  of  the  town  give  confent  unto  fuch  lale,  or  re- 
fufe  to  give  due  price,  anfwerable  to  what  others  offer 
without  traudj,  but  to  fome  one  or  other  of  the  free  bur- 
geifes  or  free  inhabitants  of  the  fame  town. 

2d.  That  if  fuch  lands  be  fold  to  any  others,  the  fale 
fhall  be  made  with  refervation  of  fuch  a  rent  charge,  to  be 
paid  to  the  town  ftock,  or  treafury  of  the  town,  as  either  the 
former  occupiers  of  the  land  were  wont  to  pay  towards  all 
the  public  charges  thereof,  whether  in  church  or  town  $•  or 
at  leaft  after  the  rate  of  three  (hillings  per  acre,  or.  fome  fuch 
like  proportion,  more  or  lefs,  as  fnall  be  thought  fir. 

3d.  That  if  any  free  burgeffes,  or  free  inhabitants,  of  any 
town,  or  the  heir  of  any  of  their  lands,  fhall  remove  their 
dwelling  from  one  town  to  another,  none  of  them  fhall  carry 
away  the  whole  benefit  of  the  lands  which  they  poffeffed, 
from  the  towns  whence  they  remove  :  but  if  they  ftill  keep 
the  right  of  inheritance  in  their  own  hands,  and  not  fell  k 
as  before,  then  they  fhall  referve  a  like  proportion  or  rent 
charge  out  of  their  land,  to  be  paid  to  the  public  treafury 
lof  the  town,  as  hath  been  wont  to  be  paid  out  of  it  to 
the  public  charges  of  the  town  and  church,  or  at  leaft  after 
the  rate  of  three  or  five  fhillings  an  acre,  as  before. 

4th.  That  if  the  inheritance  of  a  free  burgefs,  or  free 
inhabitant  of  any  town,  fall  to  his  daughters,  as  it  will  do 
for  defect  of  heirs  male,  that  then  if  fuch  daughters  do  not 
marry  to  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  town  where 
their  inheritance  lyeth,  nor  fell  their  inheritance  to  fome  of 
the  fame  town  as  before,  that  then  they  referve  a  like  pro- 
portion of  rent  charge  out  of  their  lands,  to  be  paid  to  the 
ublic  treafury  of  the  town,  as  hath  been  wont  to  be  paid 
out  of  them,  to  the  public  charge  of  the  town  and  church  ; 
ar  at  leaft  after  the  rate  of  three  or  five  fhillings  an  acre  ; 
provided  always  that  nothing  be  paid  to  the  maintenance  of 

the 


x$6  Ahjlrafi  of  the  Laws 

the  church  out  of  the  treafury  of  the  church  or  town,  but 
by  the  free  confent  and  direction  of  the  free  burgefles  of 
the  town. 

Chap.^  V; 

Of  Commerce. 

i.  FIRST,  ir  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  governor,  with  one 
or  more  of  the  council,  to  appoint  a  reafonable  rate  of  prizes 
upon  all  fucli  commodities  as  are,  out  of  the  fhips,  to  be 
bought  and  fold  in  the  country; 

2.  Iri  trucking  or  trading  with  the  Indians,  no  man 
fhall  gbe  them,  for  any  commodity  of  theirs,  filver  or  gold, 
or  any  weapons  of  war,  either  guns  or  gunpowder,  nor 
fwords,  nor  any  other  munition,  wbick  migkt  come  to  be 
ufed  againfl  ourfeliJes. 

3.  To  the  intent  that  all  opprefltori  iri  buying  and  fell- 
ing may  be  avoided,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  judges  in 
every  town,  with  the  confent  of  the  free  burgefles,  to  ap- 
point certain  feleclmen,  to  fet  reafonable  rates  upon  all 
Commodities,  and  proportionably  to  limit  the  wages  of  work«| 
men  and  labourers ;  and  the  rates  agreed  upon  by  them, 
and  ratified  by  the  judges,  to  bind  all  the  inhabitants  of  the^ 
town.  The  like  courfe  to  be  taken  by  the  governor  and  af- 
iiftants,  for  the  rating  of  prizes  throughout  the  country, 
and  all  to  be  confirmed,  if  need  be,  by  the  general  court. 

4.  Jufl  weights  and  balances  to  he  kept  between  buyers 
and  fellers,  and  for  default  thereof,  the  profit  fo  wickedly 
and  corruptly  gotten,  with  as  much  more  added  thereto,  is 
to  be  forfeited  to  the  public  treafury  of  the  commonwealth. 

5.  If  any  borrow  ought  of  his  neighbour  upon  a 
pledge,  the  lender  fhall  not  make  choice  of  what  pledge  he 
will  have,  nor  take  fuch  a  pledge  as  is  of  daily  neceflary  ufe 
unto  the  debtor,  or  if  he  does  take  it,  he  fhall  reftore  it  again 
the  fame  day. 

6.  No  increafe  to  be  taken  of  a  poor  brother  or  neigh 
hour,  for  any  thing  lent  unto  him. 

7.  If  borrowed  goods  be  loft  or  hurt  in  the  owner's^ 
abfence,  the  borrower  is  to  make  them  good  ;  but  in  the 
owner's  prefence,  wherein  he  feeth  vhis  goods  no  otherwifc 
ufed  than  with  his  confent,  the  borrower  fhall  not  make  them 
good  ;  if  they  were  hired,  the  hire  to  be  paid  and  no  more. 

ChapJj 
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SChap.  VI. 

Of  Trefpaffes. 

i.  IF  a  man's  fwine,  or  any  other  beaft,  or  a  fire  kind- 
ed,  break  out  into  another  man's  field  or  corn,  he  (hall  make 
:ull  restitution,  both  of  the  damage  made  by  them,  and  of 
he  iofs  of  time  which  others  have  had  in  carrying  fuch 
Wine  or  beafts  unto  the  owners;  or  unto  the  fold.  Bur  if  a. 
nan  put  his  beafts  or  fwine  into  another's  field,  refritutiori 
s  to  be  made  of  the  beft  of  his  own,  though  it  were  much 
>etter  than  that  which  were  deftroyed  or  hurt.    » 

2.  If  a  man  kill  another  man's  beaft,  or  dig  and  open  a 
>it,  and  leave  it  uncovered,  and  a  bead:  fall  into  it  ;  he  that 
ailed  the  bead,  and  the  owner  of  the  pit,  fhall  make  refti- 
utiori.   , 

3.  If  one  man's  beaft  kills  the  bead  of  another,  the  own- 
r  of  the  beaft  mall  make  reftuution. 

4.  If  a  man's  ox,  or  other  beaft,  gore  or  bite,  and  kill  a 
lan  or  woman,  whether  child  or  riper  age,  the  bead  fhall 
e  killed,  and  no  benefit  of  the  dead  bealt  referved  to  the 
wner.  But  if  the  ox,  or  beaft,  were  wont  to  pufh  or  bite 
i  time  part*  and  the  owner  hath  been  told  of  it,  and  hath 
ot  kept  him  in,  then  both  the  ox,  or  beaft,  fhall  be  forfeited 
nd  killed,  and  the  owner  alfo  put  to  death,  or  fined  to  pay 

hat  the  judges  and  perfons  damnified  fhall  lay  upon  him. 

5.  If  a  man  deliver  goods  to  his  neighbour  to  keep,  and 
ley  be  faid  to  be  loll  or  ftolen  frcrn  him,  the  keeper  of  the 
oods  fhall  be  put  to  his  oath  touching  his  own  innoechcy  ; 
hich  if  he  take,  and  no  evidence  appear  to  the  contrary,  he 

hall  be  quit  :  but  if  he  be  found  falie  or  unfaithful,  he  fhall 
ay  double  unto  his  neighbour.  But  if  a  man  take  hire  for 
oods  committed  to  him,  and  they  be  jftolen,  the  keeper 
lall  make  reftitution.  But  if  the  bear!  fb  kept  for  hire,  die 
r  be  hurt,  or  be  driven  away,  no  man  feeing  it,  then  oath 
iall  be  taken  of  the  keeper,  that  it  was  without  his  default, 
nd  it  fhall  be  accepted.  But  if  the  beaft  be  torn  in  pieces, 
nd  a  piece  be  brought  for  witaefs,  it  excufeth  the  keeper. 


[JV.  v.] 
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Chaf.  VII. 

Of  Crimes.  And  frft,  of fuch  as  deferve  capital  punifhmentj 
or  cutting  off  from  a  man's  people,  whether  by  death  or 
hanijhinent. 

r.  FIRST,  blafphemy,  which  is  a  curling  of  God  by 
atheifm,  or  the  like,  to  be  punifhed  with  death. 

2.  Idolatry  to  be  punifhed  with  death. 

3.  Witchcraft,  which  is  fellowfhip  by  covenant  with  a; 
familiar  fpirir,  to  be  punifhed  with  death. 

4.  Confulters  with  witches  not  to  be  tolerated,  but  cU 
ther  to  be  cut  off  by  death  or  banifhment. 

5.  Herefy,  which  is  the  maintenance  of  fome  wicked* 
errors,  overthrowing  the  foundation  of  the  chriftian  religion  ; 
which  obftinacy,  if  it  be  joined  with  endeavour  to  feduce 
others  thereunto,  to  be  punifhed  with  death  ;  becaufe  fuch 
an  heretick,  no  lefs  than  an  idolater,  feeketh  to  thrufl  the! 
fouls  of  men  from  the  Lord  their  God. 

6.  To  worfhip  God  in  a  molten  or  graven  image,  to  be 
punifhed  with  death. 

7.  Such  members  of  the  church,  as  do  wilfully  reject  to 
walk,  after  due  admonition  and  conviction,  in  the  churches9 
eftablifhment ',  and  their  chriftian  admonition  and  cenfures* 
fhall  be  cut  off  by  banifhment. 

8.  Whofoever  fhall  revile  the  religion  and  worfhip  of 
God,  and  the  government  of  the  church,  as  it  is  now  eftab-^ 
lifhed,  to  be  cut  off  by  banifhment.         Cor.  5.  5. 

O/.  Wilful  perjury,  whether  before  the  judgment  feat  or 
in  private  conference,  to  be  punifhed  with  death. 

10.  Rafli  perjury,  whether  in  public  or  in  private,  to  be 
punifhed  with  banifhment.  Juft  is  it,  that  fuch  a  man's- 
name  mould  be  cut  off  from  his  people,  who  profanes  fo<j 
grofly  the  name  of  God  before  his  people. 

1 1.  Profaning  of  the  Lord's  day,  in  a  carelefs  and  fcorn- 
ful  neglect  or  contempt  thereof,  to  be  punifhed  with  death! 

1 2.  To  put  in  practice  the  betraying  of  the  country  y  or  anyf! 
principal  fort  therein,  to  the  hand  of  any  foreign  flare,  Span- 
ifh,  French,  Dutch,  or  the  like,  contrary  to  the  allegiance* 
we  owe  and  profefs  to  our  dread  fovereign,  lord  king  Charles, 
his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  vvhilft  he  is  pleafcd  to  protect  us  as 
his  loyal  fubje&s,  to  be  punifhed  with  death.    Num.  1 2. 14,1 5- j 

13.  Un-1 
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13.  Unreverend  and  dishonorable  carriage  to  magi  ft  rates, 
to  be  punifhed  with  banifhment  for  a  time,  till  they  acknow- 
ledge their  fault  and  profefs  reformation. 

14.  Reviling  of  the  magistrates  in  highelt  rank  amongft 
us,  to  wit,  of  the  governors  and  council,  to  be  punifhed  with 
death.         1  Kings,  2.  8,  9,  Sc  46. 

15.  Rebellion,  fedition,  or  infurrection,  by  taking  up 
arms  againft  the  prefent  government  ellabliihed  in  the  coun- 
try, to  be  punilhed  with  death. 

16.  Rebellious  children,  whether  they  continue  in  riot 
Dr  drunkennefs,  after  due  correction  from  their  parents,  or 
whether  they  curfe  or  fmite  their  parents,  to  be  put  to  death. 
Ex.  2i.  15,  17.     Lev.  20.  9. 

17.  Murder,  which  is  a  wilful  man-flaughter,  not  in  a 
nan's  juft  defence,  nor  cafually  committed,  but  out  of  ha- 
:red  or  cruelty,  to  be  punilhed  with  death.  Ex.  21.  12,  13. 
Num.  35.  16,  17,  18,  to  23-     Gen.  9.  6. 

1 8.  Adultery,  which  is  the  defiling  of  the  marriage-bed, 
o  be  punilhed  with  death.  Defiling  of  a  woman  efpoufed, 
s  a  kind  of  adultery,  and  punilhable,  by  death,  of  both  par- 
ies ;  but  if  a  woman  be  forced,  then  by  the  death  of  the 
nan  only.     Lev.  20.  10.     Deut.  £2.  22  to  27. 

19.  Inceft,  which  is  the  defiling  of  any  near  of  kin, 
vithin  the  degrees  prohibited  in  Leviticus,  to  be  punilhed 
vithdeath. 

20.  Unnatural  filthinefs  to  be  punifhed  with  death,  whe- 
her  fodomy,  which  is  a  carnal  fellowfhip  of  man  with  man, 
>r  woman  with  woman,  or  buggery,  which  is  a  carnal  fel- 
owfhip  of  man  or  woman  with  beafts  or  fowls. 

21.  Pollution  of  a  woman  known  to  be  in  her  lowers, 
o  be  punilhed  with  death.         Lev.  20.  18,  19. 

22.  Whoredom  of  a  maiden  in  her  father's  houfe,  kept 
ecret  till  after  her  marriage  with  another,  to  be  punifhed 
mh  death.         Deut.  22.  20,  21. 

23.  Man-ftealing  to  be  punifhed  with  death.    Etf.21.16. 

24.  Falfe-witnefs  bearing  to  be  punifhed  with  death. 

Chap.  VIII. 

vf  other  Crimes  lefs  heinous,  fuch  as  are  to  he  punijhed  with 
fome  corporal  puni/hment  or  fine. 

1.  FIRST,  rafh  and  profane  fwearing  and  curling  to  be 
buni  fried,  ilh 
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1  ft.  With  lofs  of  honour,  or  office,  if  he  be  a  magiftratej 
or  officer  :  meet  it  is,  their  name  fhould  be  difhonored  who 
difhonor  God's  name. 

2d.    With  lofs  of  freedom. 

3d.    With  difability  to  give  teftimony. 

4th.  With  corporal  punifhment,  either  by  ftripes  or  by 
branding  him  with  a  hot  iron,  or  boring  through  the  tongue, 
•who  have  bored  and  pierced  God's  name. 

2.  Drunkennefs,  as  transforming  God's  image  into  t 
beaft,  is  to  be  punifhed  with  the  punifhment  of  beafts  :  a 
whip  for  the  horfe,  and  a  rod  for  the  fool's  back. 

3.  Forcing  of  a  maid,  or  a  rape,  is  not  to  be  punifhed 
with  death  by  God's  law,  but, 

1  ft.     With  fine  or  penalty  to  the  father  of  the  maid. 

2d.  With  marriage  of  the  maid  defiled,  if  fhe  and  ha 
father  confent. 

3d.  With  corporal  puniftiment  of  ftripes  for  his.  wrong; 
as  a  real  flander.  :  and  it  is  worfe  to  make  a  whore,  than  tc 
lay  one  is  a  whore. 

4.  Fornication  to  be  punifhed, 

1  ft.  With  the  marriage  of  the  maid,  or  giving  her  a  fuf- 
ficient  dowry. 

2d.  With  ftripes,  though  fewer,  from  the  equity  of  the 
former  caufe; 

5.  Maiming  or  wounding  of  a  freeman,  whether  fre< 
burgefs,  or  free  inhabitant,  to  be  punifhed  with  a  fine  ;  tc 

1  ft.  For  his  cure.  2d.  For  his  lofs.  Ex.  21.  18,  19, 
And  with  lofs  of  member  for  member,  or  fome  valuable  re- 
compence  :  but  if  it  be  but  the  maiming  or  wounding  of  2 
fervant,  the  fervant  is  to  go  forth  free  from  fuch  a  fervice, 
Lev.  24.  19,  20.     Ex.  21.  26,  27. 

6.  If  any  man  fteal  a  beaft,  if  it  be  found  in  his  hand  he 
fhall  make  reftitution  two  for  one  ;  if  it  be  killed  and  fok} 
reftitution  is  to  be  made  of  five  oxen  for  one ;  if  the  thiei 
be  not  able  to  make  reftitution,  then  he  is  to  be  fold  by  th< 
magiftrate  for  a  flave,  till  by  his  labour  he  may  make  du$ 
reftitution.         Ex.  22.  1,  4. 

7.  If  a  thief  be  found  breaking  a  hou (c  by  night,  if  he  ty 
flain,  his  fmiter  is  guiltlefs  ;  but  in  the  day  time,  the  thief  is 
to  make  full  reftitution  as  before ;  or  if  he  be  not  able,  then 
to  be.  fold  as  before.         Ex.  22.  2. 

8.   Slander* 
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8.     Slanders  are  to  be  punifhed, 

Firft,  With  a  public  acknowledgment,  as  the  flander 
was  publjc. 

Secondly,  By  mulcts  and  fine  of  money,  when  the  flan- 
der bringeth  damage. 

Thirdly,  By  (tripes,  if  the  flander  be  grofs,  or  odious, 
cgainjl  fuch  perfons  whom  a  man  ou^ht  to  honour  and  cherijh  ; 
•whether  they  be  his  fuperiors,  or  in  fome  degree  of  equality 
with  himfelf  and  his  wife. 

Chap.  IX. 

Of  the  trial  of  caufes  t  whether  civil  or  criminal  and  the  ex- 
ecution of  fentence. 

i.  IN  the  trial  of  all  caufes,  no  judgment  fhal!  pafs  but 
either  upon  confeffion  of  the  party,  or  upon  the  teftimony 
of  two  witneffes. 

2.  Trial  by  judges  Jhall  not  he  denied,  where  either  the 
delinquent  requireth  it  in  caufes  criminal,  or  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant  in  civil  caufes,  partly  to  prevent  fufpicion  of  par- 
tiality of  any  magiftrates  in  the  court. 

3.  The  jurors  are  not  to  be  chofen  by  any  magiftrates, 
or  officers,  but  by  the  free  burgefTes  of  each  town,  as  can 
give  beft  light  to  the  caufes  depending  in  court,  and  who 
are  leaft  obnoxious  to  fufpicion  of  partiality  ;  and  the  jurors 
then  chofen,  to  be  nominated  to  the  court,  and  to  attend 
the  fervice  of  the  court. 

4.  The  fentence  of  judgment  given  upon  criminal  caufes 
and  perfons,  fhal  I  be  executed  in  the  prefence  of  the  magif- 
trates, or  fome  of  them  at  leaft. 

5.  No  freeman,  whether  free  burgefs  or  free  inhabitant, 
to  be  imprifoned,  but  either  upon  conviction,  or  at  leaft 
probable  fufpicion,  or  fome  crime,  formerly  mentioned  ;  and 
the  caufe  of  his  imprifonment,  be  declared  and  tried  at  the 
next  court  following,  at  the  iurtheft. 

6.  Stripes  are  not  to  be  inflicted,  but  when  the  crimes 
of  the  offender  are  accompanied  with  childifh  or  brutifh  fol- 
ly, or  with  lewd  fikhinefs,  or  with  ftubborn  infolency,  or 
with  brutifh  cruelty,  or  with  idle  vagrancy  ;  but  when 
ftripcs  are  due,  not  above  forty  are  to  be  inflicted. 

Chap, 
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Chap.    X. 

Of  caufes  criminal \  between  our  people  and  foreign  nations* 

1.  IN  cafe  any  of  our  people  mould  do  wrong  to  any  of 
another  nation,  upon  complaint  made  to  the  governor,  or 
fome  other  of  the  council  or  afliftants,  the  fact  is  diligently 
to  be  inquired  into,  and  being  found  to  be  true,  rertitution 
is  to  be  made  of  the  goods  of  offenders,  as  the  cafe  mall  re- 
quire, according  to  the  quality  of  the  crime. 

2.  In  cafe  the  people  of  another  nation  have  done  any 
important  wrong  to  any  of  ours,  right  is  firft  to  be  demanded 
of  the  governor  df  that  people,  and  juftice  upon  the  malefac- 
tors, which  if  it  be  granted  and  performed,  then  no  breach 
of  peace  to  follow.  Dent.  20.  10,  1 1.     2  Sam.  20.  18,19. 

3.  If  right  and  juftice  be  denied,  and  it  will  not  frand 
with  the  honour  of  God  and  fafety  of  our  nation  that  the 
wrong  be  paffed  over,  then  war  is  to  be  undertaken  and  de- 
nounced. 

4.  Some  mjniner  is  to  be  {cnt  forth  to  go  along  with  the 
army,  for  their  inftruclion  and  encouragement.  Deu.  20. 2,3,4. 

5.  Men  betrothed  and  not  married,  or  newly  married,  or 
fuch  as  have  newly  built  or  planted,  and  not  received  the 
fruits  of  their  labour,  and  fuch  as  are  taint-hearted  men,  are 
not  to  be  preffed  or  forced  againft  their  wills  to  go  forth  to 
wars.         Deut.  20.  5,  6,  7,  8  :  &  24.  5. 

6.  Captains  are  to  be  cMfen  by  the  officers. 

7.  All  wickednefs  is  to  be  removed  out  of  the  camp  by 
fevere  difcipline.         Prut.  23.  9,  14. 

8.  And  in  war  men  of  a  corrupt  and  falfe  religion  are 
not  to  be  accepted,  much  lefs  fought  for.     2  Chron.  25.  7,  8. 

9.  Women,  efpecially  fuch  as  have  not  lain  by  man,  lit- 
tle children,  and  cattle,  are  to  be  fpared  and  referved  for 
fpoil.         Deut.  20.  14. 

10.  Fruit  trees,  whilft  they  may  be  of  ufe  for  meat  to 
our  own  foldiers,  are  not  to  be  cut  down  and  deftroyed,  and 
confequently  no  corn.         Deut.  20.  19,  20. 

11.  The  fpoils  got  by  war  are  to  be  divided  into  two 
parts,  between  the  foldiers  and  the  commonwealth  that  fent 
them  forth.         Num.  31.  27. 

12.  A  tribute  from  both  is  to  be  levied  to  the  Lord, 
and  given  to  the  treafury  of  the  church  -,  a  fiftieth  part  out 

of 
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of  the  commonwealth's  part,  and  a  five  hundredth  part  out 
of  the  foldiers'  part.         Num.  31.  28,  29,  &  47. 

13.  If  all  the  foldiers  return  again  in  peace,  not  one 
lacking,  it  is  acceptable  to  the  Lord  if  they  offer,  over  and 
above  the  former  tribute,  a  voluntary  oblation  unto  the 
treafury  of  the  church,  for  a  memorial  of  the  redemption  of 
their  lives  by  the  fpecial  providence  and  falvation  of  the 
Lord  of  Hofts. 

Ifaiah  33.  22. 

The  Lord  is  our  Judge, 

The  Lord  is  our  Law-giver, 

The  Lord  is  our  King  :   He  will  fave  us. 
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"Mr.  Aspinwall,  who  publifhed  the  manufcript  found  in  Mr.  Cotton's 
ftudy  after  his  deceafe,  as  mentioned  in  the  note,  page  172,  wrote 
an  addrefs  to  the  reader,  which  was  never  feen  by  T.  H.— perhaps 
the  only  copy  of  it  is  in  the  library  of  the  Hiftorical  Society.     It  is 

.offered  to  the  public,  in  connection  with  the  AbftracT:  of  Laws,  as  a 
curious  fpecimen  of  the  manner  of  writing,  and  their  opinion  of  laws 
and  religion  in  the  laft  century.] 

To  the  Reader. 

.    Gentle  '  Reader y 

^HAVE  here  prefented  thee  with  an  Abftracl;  of  Laws 
and  Government,  collected  out  cf  the  fcriptures,  and  di- 
eted into  this  method  by  that  godly,  grave,  and  judicious 
ivine,  Mr.  John  Cotton,  accommodated  to  the  colony  of 

the 
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the  Maffacbufetts,  in  New-England,  and  commended  to  thei 
general  court  there.  Which,  had  they  then  had  the  heart 
to  have  received,  it  might  have  been  better  both  with  them 
there,  and  us  here,  than  now  it  is.  Concerning  whicti 
model,  I  dare  not  pronounce  that  it  is  without  imperfection 
in  every  particular  ;  yet  this  I  dare  be  bold  to  fay,  that  it 
far  furpaffeth  all  the  municipal  laws  and  ftatutes  of  any  of 
the  Gentile  nations  and  corporations  under  the  cope  of  Hea- 
ven. Wherefore  I  thought  it  not  unmeet  to  publifh  it  to 
the  view  of  all,  for  the  common  good.  If  any  thing  be 
wanting  in  the  copy,  let  it  not  be  imputed  unto  the  authors 
who,  had  his  labour  found  deferved  acceptance,  would  un- 
doubtedly have  made  a  more  thorough  fearch,  and  perfect 
explanation  of  all  the  rules  and  laws  of  judgment  and  juftice, 
fcattered  here  and  there  throughout  the  books  of  Mofes,  and 
other  fcriptures.  Which  had  he  perfected  in  his  life  time; 
might  have  redounded  to  the  univerfai  good  of  all  the  na- 
tions that  acknowledge  the  kingly  office  of  our  Lord  Jefus. 
For  though  the  great  ones  of  the  world,  who  covet  to  grafp 
more  power  into  their  hands  than  Chrift  ever  betrufted  them 
withal,  are  ready  to  afperfe  the  poor  faints  of  Chrift,  which 
wait  for  the  coming  of  his  kingdom,  as  if  they  were  a  com- 
pany of  giddy  heads,  and  unliable,  fuch  as  are  either  averfe 
to  all  government,  or  know  not  what  government  they  would 
have  ;  yet  the  truth  is,  they  know  we|l  what  government 
they  would  have,  and,  might  they  be  encouraged  and  coun- 
tenanced, are  able  to  give  a  clear  demonstration  thereof  from 
the  fcriptures  of  truth,  both  what  the  laws  thereof  be,  and 
what  manner  of  officers  of  all  fortsy  from  the  higheft  to  the . 
lowcft  ;  which  I  doubt  not  but  fome  of  them  will  take  op- 
portunity to  do,  according  to  the  holy  will  and  word  of 
Chrift.  So  as  if  any  thing  Be  yet  wanting  in  this  which  t 
here  prefent  thee  withal,  they  will  make  a  fuppkment  there- 
of in  due  time; 

In  the  mean  while  accept  of  this,  which  is  worthy  thy  1 
consideration,  and  doth  contain  the  very  marrow  and  fum  of 
all,  or  mod  of  thofe  laws,  which  Jefus  Chrift,  the  eternal 
wifdom  of  the  Father,  thought  neceflary  for  the  admin iftra- 
don  of  his  kingdom  in  righteoufnefs  and  peace.     And  ifj 
thou  podibiy  meeteft  with  fome  rules,  to  which  no  fcriptures^ 
are  annexed  for  proof  (as  in  the  2d  and  3d  chapters,  and 
fome  fedlioris  in  the  4th,  5  th,  and  9th  chapters]  confider, 

that  ' 
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that  thofe  are  not  properly  laws,  but  prudential  rules,  which 
he  commended  to  that  colony,  to  be  ratified  with  the  com- 
mon afTent  of  the  freemen  in  each  town,  or  by  their  reprc- 
fentatives  in  the  general  court,  as  public  contracts.  Wh.ch 
being  once  made  and  affented  to  for  their  own  convenience, 
do  bind  as  covenants  do,  until  by  like  public  confent  they 
be  abrogated  and  made  void.  For  though  the  author  attrib- 
ute the  word  [law]  unto  fome  of  them  ;  yet,  that  it  was  not 
his  meaning  they  ihould  be  enadted  as  laws  (if  you  take  the 
word  lazv  in  a  proper  fenfe)  appears  by  his  conclufion,  taken 
out  of  Ifaiah  23-  2  2%  The  Lord  is  our  Judge  >  the  Lord  is  our 
Law-giver  >  the  Lord  is  our  King  ;  he  will  fave  us.  He  knew 
ull  well  that  it  would  be  an  intrenchment  upon  the  royal 
sower  of  Jefus  Chrift,  for  them  or  any  other  of  the  fons  of 
\dam  to  ordain  laws  :  And  indeed  laws  of  righteoufnefsj 
uch  as  Chrift's  laws  be,  have  thefe  three  incommunicable 
properties. 

1.  They  are  uttvariable,  and  bind  all  perfons  in  all  ages 
Jid  in  all  nations. 

2.  They  are  undifpenfable  by  any  created  powers. 

3.  They  bind  not  only  the  outward  man  to  obedience* 
ut  alfo  the  fpirit  and  confeience.  None  of  which  can  be 
Doken  of  any  human  laws  or  con  dilutions  whatfoever. — ■ 
Vherefore,  when  thou  meetefi:  with  fuch  an  expreffion  (call- 
ig  fuch  prudential  rules  and  contracts  by  the  name  law) 
iterpret  it  candidly.  Becaufe  fuch  agreements  being  once 
lade  by  mutual  confent,  the  covenantees  are  obliged  by  the 
lw  of  righteoufhefs,  to  make  good  their  agreements,  until 
ley  be  reverted  by  the  like  common  consent,  for  a  public 
ood,  which  in  all  prudential  contracts  and  covenants  may 
wfully  be  done.     For  cujus  eft  inftituerey  ejus  eft  deftituere. 

Poflibly  thou  mayeft  meet  with  fome  particulars,  which 

iiay  not  be  fully  cleared  to  thine  appreheiifion  .;  but  in  that 

life  have  recourfe  to  the  word  of  God  itfelf,  whereunto  the 

ithor  doth  faithfully  lead  thee,  and  would  have,  thee  receive 

sthing  from  him*  but  what  agrees  therewith.     And  if  any 

ing  may  poflibly  be  thought  to  be  omitted  (as  who  can 

:  all  things*  at  once)  let  thine  ingenuity  make  diligent 

trch,  and  fupply  what  the  author  in  his  life  time  had  not 

iportunity  to  perfect.  .  And  be  perfuaded  this  to  do  ;— 

jigh  the  laws  here  collected,  I  mean  the  fcriptures  them- 

A  a       \y9i  vi]  *  Uno  intuitu.  felves, 
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felves,  which  yield  fight  rules  of  judgment  in  all  caufes  bo$ 
civil  and  criminal  ;  and  judge  equally  and  impartially 
whether  there  be  any  laws  in  any  ftate  in  the  world,  fo  jui 
and  equal  as  thefe  be.  Which,  were  they  duly  attended 
unto,  would  undoubtedly  preferve  inviolable  the  liberty  0 
the  fubject  againft  all  tyrannical  and  ufurping  powers. 

The  perfection  of  thefe  laws  may  appear  from  hence  ;  tha 
though  they  be  bat  few,  yet  are  they  fuch  as  reach  to  all  per 
fons,  nations,  and  times,  and  are  a  perfect  ftandard  to  ad 
meafure  all  judicial  actions  and  caufes,  whether  civil  o 
criminal,  by  fea  or  by  land. 

The  impartiality  of  thefe  laws  appears  in  this,  that  ther 
is  no  refpedt  of  perfons  in  judgment,  whether  they  be  pool 
Or  whether  they  be  rich. 

And  thirdly,  the  confederation  of  the  author  of  thefe  law 
might  be  a  fufUcient  argument  to  commend  them  unto  us 
to  wit,  Jefus  Chrift,  the  eternal  wifdom  of  the  Father,  he  i 
our  Law-giver  :  and  he  had  no  fecret  defign  to  rear  up  a 
external  glorious  pompous  government  for  himfelf  or  h'i 
vicegerents  and  fubftitutes,  but  to  preferve  his  people  in 
fete  of  horinefs,  righteoufnefs,  and  peace.  Neither  did  h 
attain  this  dignity  by  the  blood  and  treafure  of  his  fubjects 
but  he  laid  down  his  own  life,  and  ftied  his  deareft  blood  t 
purchafe  and  procure  this  liberty  for  them.  Oh  !  who  woul 
not  be  in  love  with  fuch  laws,  and  fuch  a  Sovereign  ? 

If  it  be  faid,  But  what  may  be  done  to  attain  this  ? 
anfwer  ;  it  is  not  nly  purpofe  to  perfuade  this,  or  any  othe 
nation,  were  they  willing  to  hear,  to  enact  or  ratify  thefe  b 
any  power  of  their  own,  in  a  folemn  convention  of  their  re 
prefentatives,  as  laws  ;  neither  do  I  believe'  it  was  the  au 
thor's  intention  fo  to  do,  when  he  drew  up  this  model.  Fo 
alas,  what  energy  or  virtue  can  fuch  an  act  of  a  company  c 
poor  finful  creatures  add  unto  the  molt  perfect  and  whole 
fome  laws  of  God  ?"  It  is  enough  for  us,  and  indeed  i 
is  all  that  can  be  done  by  any  people  upon  earth, 

if(l.  To  declare  by  their  reprefentatives,  their  voluntas 
fubject  ion  unto  them,  as  unto  the  laws  of  the  Lord  thei1 
God. 

2d.  After  fuch  profefTed  fubjection,  to  fall  unto  t| 
practice  thereof,  in  the  name  and  ftrength  of  Chrift,  thei 
King  and  Law-giver«     According  as  it  is  written,  Deut.  5 

27,  28 
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7,  28,  29.    All  that  Jehovah  our  God  /hall  /peak  unto  thee,  we 

ill  both  hear  and  do.  And  Jehovah  heard  the  voice  of  your 
words,  when  ye  /pake  unto  me  :  And  Jehovah  [aid  unto  me,  I 
?ave  heard  the  voice  of  the  words,  of  this  people,  which  they  have 
"poken  unto  thee,  they  have  done  well  [in]  all  that  they  have 
poken.  Who  will  give  to  them,  that  this  may  be  their  heart, 
0  fear  me,  and  to  keep  all  my  commandments  all  days,  thai  it 
nay  be  well  with  them,  and  with  their  fons  for  ever. 

This  Abftract  may  ferve  for  this  ufe  principally  (which  I 
onceive  was  the  main  fcope  of  that  good  man,  who  was  the 
uthor  of  it)  to  fhew  the  complete  fufficiency  of  the  word 
)f  God  alone,  to  direct  his  people  In  judgment  of  all  caufes, 
>oth  civil  and  criminal,  as  we  are  wonted  to  diftinguifh 
iem.  Which  being  by  him  done,  and  with  all  fweetnefs 
nd  amiablenefs  of  fpirit  tendered,  but  not  accepted,  he 
urceafed  to  prefs  it  any  further  at  that  feafon,  knowing  full 
veil  that  the  Lord's  people  fhall  be  a  willing  people  in 
le  day  of  his  power.  But  the  truth  is,  both  they  and  we, 
nd  other  the  Gentile  nations,  are  loth  tp  be  perfuaded  to 
well  in  the  tents  of  Shem,  and  to  lay  aflde  our  old  earthly 
orms  of  governments,  to  fubmit  to  the  government  of 
thrift.  Nor  fhall  we  Gentiles  be  willing,  I  tear,  to  take  up 
is  yoke  which  is  eafy,  and  burthen  light,  until  he  hath 
roken  us  under  the  hard  and  heavy  yokes  of  men,  and  there- 
y  weaned  us  from  all  our  old  forms  and  cuftoms.  The 
rincipal  remoraes  and  lets  whereof  I  conceive  to  be  in  cour- 
iers and  lawyers  :  For  fhould  Chrift/s  kingdom  be  erected 
tideed,  it  would  crofs  the  lufts  and  luftre  of  external  pomp 
nd  glory  of  the  one,  and  the  mammon  of  unrighteoufnefs 

the  other.  So  that  there  will  be  a  neceflity,  that  the  lit- 
le  ftone,  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands,  Ihould 
rum  and  break  thefe  obftacles,  ere  the  way  can  be  prepared 
3r  erecting  his  kingdom,  wherein  dwells  righteoufnefs. — 
^nd  verily  great  will  be  the  benefit  of  this  kingdom  of 

hrift,  when  it  fhall  be  fubmitted  unto  by  the  nations,  for 
hen  righteoufnefs  and  peace  willkifs  each  other,  Pfalm  95.  10. 
i nd  God  will  extend  peace  as  a  river >  and  the  glory  of  the  Gen- 
'les  as  a  flowing /Ire  am,  Ifa.  66.  12.  All  burdens  and  tyran- 
ical  exactions  will  be  removed  ;  God  will  make  their  officers 
meace,  and  their  exacfors  righteoufnefs,  Ifa.  60.  17.     And  then 

will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  fpar~  many  hundred  thoufand 

pounds 
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pounds  per  annum %  in  fo  great  and  populous  nations  as  thefe. 
be,  without  neglecting  the  public  tranquillity  of  the  ftate^, 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  fame  by  a  powerful  militia,  both  at 
land  and  fea,  fo  long  as  the  neceflity  of  the  nations  may  re- 
quire. But  the  feafon  is  not  yet  full  come  for  thefe  things, 
and  there  yet  remains  fome  of  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  to  be. 
fulfilled  in  the  faints,  and  judgments  upon  his  and  their  en- 
emies. Wherefore  I  fhall  ceafe  to.  fay  any  more  hereof  at 
this  time,  and  commend  all  thefe  things  to  thy  wife  con- 
fideration.  And  the  Lord  give  thee  underftanding  in  all 
things,  which  is  the  hearty  prayer  of  him  that  wifheth  all 
health  and  happinefs  to  thee,  and  peace  upon  all  the  Ifrael 
of  God. 

William  Asfinwall. 


A  Letter  from  his  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Gov- 
ernor  Prince,  written  at  Rhode-Island,  \n  1664. 

Sir, 

WE  defire,  that  when  you  knd  us  your  affent  to  the, 
third  proposition,  you  would  let  it,  and  the  other 
three,  be  fairly  written  together,  that  they  may  be  prefented 
to  his  majefty.     And  that,  at  the  end  of  them,  you  wouldj 
add  fomething  to  this  purpofe,  That  the  articles  of  confed- . 
eration,  when  the  four  colonies  entered  into  an  offenfiye  and 
defenfive  league,  neither  -did,  nor  fhall  oblige  you,  to  refufe 
his  majefty's  authority,  though  any  one,  or  all  the  other 
three,  mould  do  fo :  not  that  we  have  the  leaft  imagination  o£ 
your  denying  your  obedience  to  his  majefty,  but  that  we,| 
might  flop  fome  foul  mouths  in  America,  and  that  his  ma- 
jefty may  be  the  more  confirmed  in  his  good  opinion  of  your' 
loyalty,  who  was  informed  (as  we  are  told)  that,  that  union 
was  a  war  combination  made  by  the  four  colonies,  when, 
they  had  a  defign  to  throw  off  their  dependance  on  England*  | 
and  for  that  purpofe.     We  had  told  you  this  fooner,  had  , 
we  known  it  fooner.     We  have  alfb  fcnt  you  a  fhort  declare 
ation  of  our  meanings  in  the  appointments  of  your  bounds, 
which  was  not  clear  before,  though  intended.     Hoping  this 
meffengcr  (whom  we  have  hired  and  paid)  may  nptcome: 

too 
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too  late,  and  returning  you  many  thanks  for  your  cod,  kinp!- 
nefs,  and  good  company,  we  reft,  Sir, 

your  affectionate  friends  and  fervants, 

Robert  Carr, 
George  Cartwrigbt> 
Samuel  Mavericke. 

P.  S.  Thurfday  next  we  intend  for  Narroganfet,  and  fo 
on  to  Connecticut ;  and  intend  to  call  at  Mr.  Willet's  as  we 
come  back ;  when,  if  you  pleafe,  we  will  underwrite  the 
four  proportions,  as  we  promifed  at  Plymouth,  if  you  will 
fend  the  papers  thither.  How  it  came  to  be  forgotten,  we 
know  not.  We  hope  you  got  well  home  ;  and  defire  to  be 
remembered  to  Major  Winflow  and  Mr.  Southworth. 

Sir,  if  you  know  not  of  an  opportunity  to  fend  this  in- 
clofed  to  Bolton,  I  pray  you  hire  a  meffenger,  agree  with 
him,  and  write  word  to  Capt.  Breedon  what  he  muft  have, 
and  he  wi|L  pay  him  for  your  affectionate  friend, 

Geo.  Cariivrlght. 

Articles  of  Agreement  between  the  court  of  New- 
Plymouth  AND  AWASUNCKS,  THE  SQUAW  SaCHEM  OF 
SACONETT,  AS    FOLLOWS. 

IN  admitting  that  the  court  are  in  fome  meafure  fatisfied 
with  her  voluntarily  coming  in  now  at  laft,  and  fubmif- 
fion  of  herfclf  unto  us  ;  yet  this  we  expett  that  fhe  give 
fome  meet  fatisfaction  for  the  charge  and  trouble  fhe  has 
put  us  upon  by  her  too  long  ftanding  out  againft  the  many 
tenders  of  peace  we  have  made  to  her  and  her  people. 

And  that  we  yet  fee  an.  intention  to  endeavour  the  re- 
ducement  of  fuch  as  have  been  the  incendiaries  of  the  trou- 
ble and  difturbance  of  her  people  and. ours — and  as  many 
of  her  people  as  fhall  give  themfelves  and  arms  unto  us  at 
time  appointed,  fhall  receive  no  damage  or  hurt  from  us  ; 
which  time  appointed  is  ten  days  from  the  date  hereof. 
Thus  we  may  the  better  keep  off  fuch  from  her  lands  as 
may  hereafter  bring  upon  her  and  us  the  like  trouble ;  and 
to  regulate  fuch  as  will  not  be  governed  by  her,  fhe  having 
fubmitted  her  lands  to  the  authority  of  the  government. 
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And  that  if  the  lands  and  eftates  of  fuch  as  we  are  ne- 
ceffitated  to  take  arms  againft,  will  not  defray  the  charge 
of  the  expedition  *  that  fhe  fhall  bear  fome  due  proportion 
of  the  charge.  In  witnefs  whereof,  and  in  teftimony  of  the 
fachem  her  agreement  hereunto,  fhe  hath  fubfcribed  her 
hand  in  prefence  of 

4- 
Samuel  Barker >  Mark  of  the  Squaw- 

John  Almy.  Sachem  Awafunclz. 

The  mark  4-  Totatomet, 

Somagaonety  &c. 
Plymouth y  July,  24,  1671. 

The  names  of  the  Indians,  which  are  the  people  Awafuncksy 
Squaw  Sachem  of  Saconett,  who  have,  and  do  hereby  en- 
gage their  fidelity  to  his  majefty's  colony  of  New-Ply- 
mouth, and  their  fubjedion  to  his  majefty's  colony  there 
eftablifhed,  and  faithfully  to  obferye  the  agreement  made 
between  the  government  there,  and  the  faid  Awa/uncks, 
Sachem,  in  behalf  of  herfelf  and  her  people,  fubfcribed 
by  her,  at  Plymouth,  in  July,  1671.  In  witnefs  whereof, 
they  have  hereunto  fubfcribed  their  names,  this  laft  day 
of  Auguft,  1 671,  before 

Thomas  Hinckley, 

Totaiomety,  Conjlant  SoulhwortL 

Tunnokum, 

Saufamant  Sec.  to  the  number  of  42. 


Dartmouth  Indians'  Engagement,  Sept.  4,  1671% 

MEMORANDUM — that  we,  the  Indians  living  near  or 
about  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  in  the  jurifdiclion  of 
New-Plymouth,  whofe  names  are  here  underwritten, do  freely 
own  ourfelves  to  be  loyal  fubje&s  to  his  majefty  of  England, 
and  to  his  colony  of  New-Plymouth  ;  and  do  hereby  fol- 
emnly  engage  ourfelves  and  ours,  to  be  fubject  to  his  majef- 
ty's authority  there  eftablifhed,  and  to  behave  faithfully  and 
friendly  towards  them  ;  and  that  we  will  from  time  to  time, 
if  we  hear  of  any  malicious  defign  adting  againft  them,  dis- 
cover it  to  fome  of  them  with  all  fpeed  ;  and  alfo  that  we 
fhall  be  ready  to  afford  them  any  affiftance  againft  their  en- 
emies, according  to  our  ability,  even  as  we  expect  friendfhip, 

and 
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and  amity,  and  protection  from  them.     For  the  performance 
thereof,  we  have  hereunto  fet  our  hands,  in  the  prefence  of 

AJhawanomuth^ 

Noman, 

Marborkum, 

Jeffry, 

James, 

John,  (fee. 

Between  40  and  50  Indians,  living  near  or  in  the 
town  of  Dartmouth. 


A  Letter  from  Awasuncks  to  Governor  Prince. 

Auguft  11,  1 67 1. 
HbNORED  Sir, 

I  HAVE  received  a  very  great  favour  from  your  Honor, 
A  in  your's  of  the  7th  inftant  ;  and  as  you  are  pleafed  to 
fignify,  that  if  I  continue  faithful  to  the  agreement  made 
with  yourfelves  at  Plymouth,  I  may  expect  all  juft  favours 
from  your  Honor  ;  I  am  fully  refolved,  while  I  live,  witrt 
all  fidelity  to  ftand  to  my  engagement,  and  in  a  peaceable 
fubmiflion  to  your  commands,  according  to  the  beft  of  my 
poor  ability.  It  is  true,  and  I  am  very  ferifible  thereof,  that 
there  are  forhe  Indians  who  do  feek  an  advantage  againft 
me,  for  my  fubmitting  to  his  majefty's  authority  in  your  ju- 
rifdiction  ;  but  being  confeious '  to  myfelf  of  my  integrity 
and  real  intentions  of  peace,  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  afford 
me  all  due  encouragement  and  protection.  I  had  refolved 
to  fend  in  all  my  guns,  being  fix  in  number,  according  to 
the  intimation  of  my  letter  ;  but  two  of  them  were  fo  large, 
the  mefTengers  were  not  able  to  carry  them  ;  I  fince  prof- 
fered to  leave  them  with  Mr.  Barker,  but  he  not  having  any 
order  to  receive,  told  me  he  conceived  I  might  do  well  to 
fend  them  to  Mr.  Almy,  who  is  a  perfon  concerned  in  the 
jurifdidlion,  which  I  refolved  to  do  ;  but  fince  then  an  In- 
dian, known  by  the  name  of  broad  faced  Will,  ftole  one  of 
them  out  of  the  wigwam  in  the  night,  and  is  run  away  with 
it  to  Mount  Hope ;  the  other  I  think  to  fend  in  to  Mr. 
Almy.    A  lift  of  thofe  that  are  obedient  to  me,  and,  I  hope 

and 
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and  am  perfuaded,  faithful  to  you,  is  here  inclofed.  Hon- 
ored Sir,  I  iliall  not  trouble  you  further  ;  but  defiring  your 
peace  and  profperity,  in  which  I  look  at  my  own  to  be  in- 
cluded, I  remain, 

your  unfeigned  fervant, 

4-    AwASUNCKS. 

Mr.  Barker  prefents  his   humble  fervices   to  yourfelf 
iind  the  honored  magift  rates. 


An  original  Letter  of   Governor  Prince,  dated' 
August  24,  1671. 

Goodman  Cooke, 

IN  your  laft  you  fhewect  the  earneft  defire  of  the  Indians 
with  you  to  have  their  arms  again,  for  their  ufe  and  ben- 
efit. Truth  is,  we  have  not  heard  any  thing  of  them  all  this 
while,  but  that  they  have  carried  it  neighbourly  and  peace- 
ably,  and  that,  upon  our  firft  motion,  they  delivered  them 
lip  to  you  ;  and  fmce  they  have  been  in  like  fears  of  danger 
with  you  from  other  Indians  ;  nor  has  it  yet  been  made  out, 
that  they  will  affort  with  Phillip  at  firft  or  laft ;  and  be  for 
looking  at  him  as  friends.  We  are  willing  they  fhould  have 
their  arms  again ;  and  would  have  you  appoint  a  day  when;  1 
they  will  come  together  to  a  place  appointed,  and  yourfelf, 
John  TefFel,  your  conftable,  and  fucri  others  as  you  may 
think  meet  ;  and  fee  that  they  have  them  in  as  good  a  con. 
dition  as  you  received  them  ;  which  being  done,  as  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  love  between  them  and  us,  as  alfo  to  prevent 
fufpicions  and  jealoufics  between  them  and  us  ;  and  that  we 
may  know  our  friends  from  others,  and  fo  have  to  put  con- 
fidence in  time  of  need,  let  them  fubfcribe  this  fubmifliort 
to  his  majefty  of  England,  and  his  authority  here  eftablifhed, 
according  as  all  other  Indians  have  done,  and  ftand  upon' 
record  of  court.  And  let  it  be  done  in  prefence  of  compe- 
tent witneffes  ;  and  let  fome  man  write  their  names  fairly, 
that  they  may  be  read.  And  let  the  Indians  get  the  fcrawl 
mark  to  their  names, — let  the  month  and  day  when  it  is 
done  be  fet  down,  in  the  page  preferved  for  it  on  the  other 
fide  :  and  when  this  is  done,  let  the  paper"  be  fafely  handed 
to  me,  as  alfo  the  names  of  fuch  as  refufe  to  fubfcribe,  if 
any  be.  No 
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No  more  at  prefent ;  but,  committing  you  all  to  the  fafe 
keeping  of  the  only  blefled  God, 

I  reft  your  lbving  friend, 

Thomas  Prince. 

iui — * _ 

Plymouth,  Oclober  20,  1671. 

FRIEND  Awafuncks,  be  you  and  your  hufband  kindly 
faluted.     I  received  by  Mr.  H.  and  Mr.  South  worth, 
[Auguft  the  laft,  a  lift  of  the  names  of  fuch  of  your  men,  as 
jalfo  your  hufband's,  that  do  freely  fubmit  to  his  majefty's 
authority  here,  and  likewife  own  your  government  and  en- 
agement  with  us.     And  be  well  allured,  we  (hall  be  ready, 
pon  all  juft  occalions,  to  carry  friendly  to  you  and  them, 
ut  I  fee  they  fall  much  fhort  of  your  perfuafions  and  hopes, 
nd  indeed  of  my  expectations  by  your  laft  to  me*     Though 
fault  not  you,  with  any  failing  to  endeavour,  only  to  notice 
our  good  perfualions  of  them  outwent  their  deferts,  for 
ugh c  yet  appeareth;     I  could  have  wifhed  they  had  been 
ifer  for  themfelves,  efpecially  your  two  fons,  that  may  pro- 
ably  fucceed  you  in  your  government,  and  your  brother 
Ifo,  who  is  fo  nearly  tied  unto  you  by  nature.     Do  they 
hink  themfelves  fo  great  as  todifregard  and  affront  his  ma- 
efty's  intereft  and  authority  here*  and  the  amity  of  the  En- 
*lifh  ?    Certainly  if  they  do,  I  think  they  did  much  dilTer- 
rice,  and  wifh  they  would  yet  fhow  themfelves  w ifer,  before 
t  be  too  late  ;  but  let  them  take  their  courfe  till  they  be 

t:onvinced  of  their  folly.     I  think  you  may  do  well  to  fend 
bme  of  yours  to  the  next  court,  to  defire  your  arms  that  are' 
iere,  that  you  may  have  the  ufe  of  them  in  this  feafon.    Lee 
tie  hear  from  you  or  your  hufband.     Nothing  elfe  at  pref- 
:nt,  but  profperity  to  you  and  your  people. 

Your  loving  friend, 

Thomas  Prince. 


A  Letter  from  Jeremiah  Dummer,  Esc^  to  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin  COLMAN, 
Dear  Sir, 

[HAD  your  letter  by  Col.  By  field,  for  wnich,  and  for  all 
other  letters  and  favours,  I   thunk  you.     The  fecond 
lime  that  gentleman  and  I  met  was  at  my  chambers,  where 
B  b  j;jpw.  v.]  we 
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we  foon  came  to  a  full  understanding  of  each  other  with  ftk 
fpect  to  the  prefent  governor.  I  told  him  that  both  my 
duty  and  my  inclination  led  me  to  Hand  by  his  commiflion* 
with  what  friends  and  intereft  I  could  make  ;  and  he  re- 
plied, that  he  would,  by  the  help  of  God,  get  him  turned 
out,  and:  therein  pleafe  God  and  all  good  men.  Accord- 
ingly we  have  both  been  pretty  diligent,  but  I  think  he  is 
now  a  little  out  of  breath.  His  age  makes  him  impatient 
of  the  fatigues  of  application,  and  his  frugality  makes  him 
$ck  of  couch  hire,  fees  to  officers  and  door-keepers,  and 
other  expenfes  ;  fo  that  I  believe  he  now  heartily  wiflhes 
himfelf  fafe  in  his  own  government  set  Poppy-fquafb.  He 
is  really  an  honeft,  worthy  man,  but  he  is  fo  exceffively  hot 
againft  Col.  Dudley,  that  he  cannot  ufe  any  body  civilly  that 
m  for  him.  In  a*  converfation  I  had  with  him  before  Mr. 
Newman,  he  ufed  me  very  unhandfomely.  The  argument 
•was,  whether  the  general*  afTembFy  was  for  of  againft  the 
governor.  He  faid  the  latter,  hecaufe  they  would  not  ad- 
drefs  for  him <$  w  which  I  anfwered,  my  intelligence  was, 
that  Dr.  Noyes  oppofed  it  upon  the  foot  of  its  being  a  bad 
precedent,  which  future  governors  might  claim: the  advan- 
tage of,  when  they  did  not  deferve  it,  and  that  thereupon 
the  houfe  rejected  ir.  To  this  the  Colonel  in  great  indigo 
nation  faid,  fVett,  Sir,  then  you  Jay  the  whole  houfe  of  repre* 
fentatives  are  turned  about  by  one  man  ?  Take  notice,  Sir,  that 
I  Jhall  go  back  again  to  New+England.  Upon  this,  I  told 
him,  his  inference  was  fo  difingenuous,  and  the  menace  he 
added  was  fo  littk  like  a  gentleman,  that  I  would  never  talk 
with  him  any  more  on  that  fubject,  which  I  have  ftnctly 
kept  to,  though  we  have  frequently  met  fince. 

I  agree  with  you  perfectly  in  the  fine  character  you  give 
of  Dr.  Noyes.  Where  there  is  a  concurrence  of  good  natu- 
ral fenfe,  acquired  parts,  knowledge  of  men,  an  active  ge- 
nius, and  a  public  fpirit,  I  don't  know  what  there  can  be 
wanting.  And  whoever  fays  that  gentleman  pofTeffes  all  thefe, 
fays  but  the  truth.  I  don't  know  how  to  exprefs  his  char- 
acter better  than  by  faying,  if  he  were  in  the  commons  of 
Great-Britain,  he  would  be  another  Walpole. 

I  pray  your  acceptance  of  the  prints  inclofed.  The  fer- 
mon  and  preface  of  Doctor  Weiton  about  the  altar  piece  wilf 
fhow  you  how  poorly  he  defends  a  bad  caufe,  and  what  * 
whining  he  makes  about  the  decorations  of  the  church,  as  if 

therein 
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therein  confined  the  beauty  of  holiness.  The  other  pieces 
were  fcnt  me  by  the  authors.  I  have  committed  to  captain 
Willard,  a  book  prefemed  you  by  your  good  friend  the  dean 
of  Peterborough,  which  he  will  give  you.  I  hope  your 
y  and  all  your  family  are  well*  to  whom  I  give  my  hurrw 
le  fervice.  I  wifh  you  health  and  every  thing  that^s  good, 
ing,  Sir, 

your  faithful*  humble  fervant, 

Jeremiah  Du&imer, 
Gharing-Croffy  January  15,1714. 

'. 
P.  S.  When  I  fayajDOve,  that  my  duty- and  inctfnatioi* 
ead  me  to,  ferve  the  governor,  it  is  becaiife  it  appears  to  me 
hat  the  country  is  well  pleafed  with  him  y  for  if  my  father 
^ere  governor,  and  the  country  were  againft  him,  I  would 
?e  fo  too,  as  long  as  I  have  the  honour  to  ferve  in  the 
igency. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Colman. 

I  1         ■  IJ    •    I  >  .       ,.    -  — *■"        '  .    M  -    -■         .»■'       .    IU    '»   '       .1111'  'W 

A.   LETTER   FROM.  THE  Rev.  DANIEL  NeAL    TO  THE  Rev* 

Benjamin    Colman,  of  ■  JJq&ton  5    dated  London, 
Sept.  19,  1718. 

Rev.  Sir^ 

THIS  comes  to  acknowledge  the  favour  of  your's  of  the 
5th  of  July,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  kind  prefent  you 
|ave  fent  me  in  my  brother  Harris's  packet,  though  I  have 
.ot  yet  received  it,  having  been  out  of  town  about  ten  weeks. 

have  brought  down  my  account  of  the  New-England  af- 
kirs  to  the  end  of  the  laft  century,  where  I  {hall  conclude, 
jr  go  forward,  according  as  I  receive  encouragement  and 
lateriars  from  your  kind  hands.  The  fcheme  you  have  feen 
1  Mr.  Watts's  letter  to  Mr.  Mather  is  almoft  the  very  plan 

go  upon,  only  I  do  not  confine  rnyfelf  to  his  book.  I 
iiall  be  proud  of  the  materials  you  encourage  me  to  hope 
mi  and  beg  you  would  favour  me  with  fome  account  of  the 
jrntlemen  to  wliom  I  fhall  be  obliged  for  them,  that  I  may 
p  them  all  the  juftice  I  can.  I  have  nothing  in  view  but 
^partial  truth,  and  the  honour  of  New-England,  which  is 
[country  next  my  own,  for  which  I. have  the  greateft.  value. 
1  1  I  wifh 
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I  wifh  I  may  be  able  to  relate  their  ftory  with  equal  juft- 
nefs  ;  however,  my  papers  fhall  lie  by  till  I  hear  further  from 
you.  We  have  feen  here  a  letter  from  Dr.  Cotton  Mather 
to  Mr.  Pollioniere,  full  of  fentiments  of  that  liberty  and  free-* 
dom,  which  has  gained  him  a  great  deal  of  reputation  among 
the  men  that  contend  for  thofe  principles  among  us ;  k 
were  only  to  be  wi  fried  that  it  had  been  freed  from  thofe 
funs  and  jingles  that  attend  all  his  writings,  before  it  had  been 
made  public.  But  the  fcene  of  affairs  is  now  changing,  and; 
we  are  in  danger  of  falling  to  pieces  among  ourfelves,  about 
the  principles  of  Dr.  Clark,  in  his  fcripture  account  of  the 
Trinity,  unlefs  fome  of  our  considerable  men  come  to  a  bet- 
ter temper  than  they  feem  to  be  in  at  prefent,  though  I 
am  not  without  hopes  that  it  will  fiill  blow  over  without 
coming  to  an  open  debate;  but  I  (hall  leave  Mr!  Harris, 
if  he  thinks  fit,  to  fet  this  matter  before  you  in  its  true  lightvl 
and  heartily  wifh  it  may  not  have  any  influence  on  New- 
England.  /' 
I  am  obliged  to  you,  Sir,  for  the  kind  fentiments  you  are 
pleafed  to  entertain  of  me,  and  my  endeavours.  I  will  af«- 
fure  you,  I  fhall  profecute  them  no  farther  than  I  apprehend 
them  for  the  public  good.  I  beg  a  fhare  in  your,  addrefTe^ 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  remain 

your  moft  humble  and  affectionate 

friend  and  brother, 

Daniel  Neal, 

'■ ' 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Watts  to  Dr.  C- 

Mather,  concerning  Neal's  History  of  New-Enot 

land,  dated  february  19,1719,20. 

ANOTHER  thing  I  take  occafion  to  mention  ta 
you  at  this  time  is,  my  good  friend  Mr.  Neal '•&■". 
Hiflory  of  New-England.  He  has  been,  for  many  years,. 
paftor  of  a  Congregational  church  in  London  ;  a  man  of 
valuable  talents  in  the  miniftry.  I  could  wifh  indeed  that 
he  had  communicated  his  defigns  toiyou,  but  I  knew  notrw; 
ing  of  it  till  it  was  almoft  out  of  the  prefs.  I  hoped  when  I' 
firft  heard  of  it  that  I  Ihould  there  find  an  abfiradt  of  the  live* 
and  fpiritual  experiences  of  thofe  great  and  good  fouls  than 

planted 
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I  planted  and  promoted  the  gofpel  among  you,  and  thofe  mod 
remarkable  providences,  deliverances,  and  anfwers  to  pray- 
|ers,  both  among  the  Engliih  and  Indians,  that  are  recorded 
j in  your  Magnolia  Cbrijii ;  but  I  am  difappointed  of  my  ex- 
pectations ;  for  he  has  written  with  a  different  view,  and 
has  taken  merely  the  talk  of  an  hiftorian  upon  him.  Con- 
iidcred  as  fuch  (as  far  as  I  can  judge)  molt  ot  the  chapters 
'are  well  written,  and  in  luch  a  way  as  to  be  very  acceptable 
to  the  age. 

But  the  freedom  he  has  taken  to  expofe  the  perfecuting 
-principles  and  practices  of  the  firft  planters,  both  in  the  body 
of  the  hiftory  and  his  abridgment  of  their  laws,  has  dif- 
^pleafed  fome  perfons  here,  and  perhaps  will  be  offenlivc 
there.  I  mull  confefs  I  fent  for  him  this  week,  and  gave 
him  my  fenfe  freely  on  this  fubject.  I  could  wifh  he  had 
more  mollified  fome  of  thefe  relations,  and  had  rather  left 
put  thofe  laws,  or  in  the  fame  page  had  annexed  fomething 
to  prevent  our  enemies  from  infulting  both  us  and  you  on 
that  fubject.  His  anfwer  was — "  That  the  fidelity  of  an 
hiftorian  required  him  to  do  what  he  had  done  :"  and  he 
Phas,  at  the  end  ot  the  firCr.  and  fecond  volume,  given  fuch  a 
character  of  the  prefent  minifters  and  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try, as  may  juftly  fecure  this  generation  from  all  the  fcandal ; 
and  that  it  is  a  nobler  thing  to  tell  the  world  that  you  have 
rectified  th£  errors  of  your  fathers,  than  if  mere  education 
lad  taught  you  fo  large  a  charity.  He  told  me  likewife  that 
jhe  had  mown  ih  the  preface  that  all  fuch  laws  as  are  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  laws  of  England,  are,  ipfofafio,  repealed  by 
jyour  new  charter.  But  methinks  it  would  be  better  to  have 
SHich  cruel  and  fanguinary  ftatutes,  as  thofe  under  the  title 
jof  herefy,  repealed  in  form,  and  by  the  public  authority  of 
the  nation  ;  and  if  the  appearance  of  this  book  in  your  coun- 
try fhall  awaken  your  general  alTembly  to  attempt  and  fulfil" 
foch  a  noble  piece  of  fervice  to  your  country,  there  will  be 
ia  happy  effect  of  that  part  of  the  hiftory  which  now  makes 
us  blufh  and  afhamed. 

I  have  taken  the  freedom  to  write  a  line  or  two  to  your 
mofr  excellent  governor  on  this  fubject,  which  I  entreat  you 
;o  deliver,  with  my  falutations — -And  I  allure  myfelf  that 
Dr.  Mather  will  have  a  zealous  hand  in  promoting  fo  glori- 
ous a  work,  if  it  may  be.  thought  expedient  to  attempt  ir. 
1-  The  re  is  another  thing  wherein  my  brother  is  foli.cit.ous 

left 
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left  he  fliould  have  difpleafed  you,  and  that  is,  the  chaptef 
on  witchcraft ;  but  as  he  has  related  matters  of  fact  by  corn** 
parifon  of  feveral  authors,  he  hopes  you  will  forgive  that  he 
has  not  fallen  into  your  fentiments  exactly.  For  my  own 
part  (though  I  cannot  believe  that  the  fpeclral  evidence  was 
litfficient  for  condemnation)  yet  I  am  much  perfuaded  that 
there  was  much  immediate  agency  of  the  devil  in  thofe  af-* 
fairs,  and  perhaps  there  were  fome  real  witches  too. 

Mr.  Neal  is  not  unacquainted  with  your  character  for 
learning  and  piety,  and  the  influence  you  have  fo  defervedly 
obtained  among  the  good  people  of  New-England.  He  in- 
tends making  you  a  prefent  of  his  two  volumes,  and  hopes 
you  will  accept  them,  I  would  have  feign  perfuaded  hira. 
to  add  a  third  volume,  on  the  more  fpiritual  parts  of  the 
hiflory  ;  and  fince  I  find  he  does  not  incline  to  it,  I  intend 
to  defire  it  of  your  brother  at  Witney  in  Oxfordshire,  wkh 
whom,  laft  year,  in  my  journey  to  Bath,  I  commenced  a  ver#< 
pleating  acquaintance, 

The  Importance  of  Cape-Breton  to  the  British  na^; 
tion-— humbly  represented  by  robert  auchmuty* 
Judge  of  his  majesty's  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty 

FOR  THE  PROVINCES  OF  THE  MaSSACHUSETTS-EaY  AND, 

New-Hampshire,  in  NewJEngland, 

THIS  ifland,  fituated  between  Newfoundland  and  Nova.*  i 
Scotia,  the  Englifh  exchanged  with  the  French  for. 
Placentia,  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  ;  and  during  the  late  I 
peace  between  the  two  nations,  the  French,  by  the  advaru 
tage  of  the  place,  carried  on  an  unbounded  fifhery,  annually 
employing  at  leafta  thoufand  fail,  from  two  hundred  to  four  f 
hundred  tons,  and  twenty  thoufand  men.     In  the  year  1730, 
there  was  a  computation  made  of  twenty-two  hundred  thou- 
fend  quintals  of  fifh  at  Marseilles  only,  for  a  market  •  and  \ 
communibus  annis  they  cure  above  five  millions  of  quintals. 
How  dangerous  a  nurfery  of  feamen  this  ifland,  therefore,  I 
has  been,  and  ever  will  be,  while  in  their  pofTemon,  is  too 
obvious  to  a  Britifh  conftitution  ;  and  it  is  as  demonttrable, 
the  recovery  of  a  place  of  this  confequence  will  entirely  - 
break  up  their  flfhery,  and  deftroy  this  formidable  feminary 
of  feamen  ;  for  if  they  are  happily  removed  from  this  advan- 
tageous, 
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tegeous  fhelter,  no  protection  is  left  for  them  on  the  fifhing 
ground  nearer  than  Old  France  ;  therefore  they  will  not  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  the  frequent  furprifes  and  captures  of  the 
Englifh  from  this  illand  and  the  continent,  but  finally  will 
pe  obliged  to  quit  the  undertaking,  leaving  the  Englifh  in 
phe  fole  poffemon  of  this  moft  valuable  branch  of  trade, 
(which  annually  will  return  to  the  Englifh  nation  two  mil- 
lions fterling  for  the  manufactures  yearly  fhipped  to  her 
)lanrations,  and  conftantly  employ  thousands  of  families, 
atherwife  unferviceabie  to  the  public,  and  greatly  increafe 
lipping  and  navigation  and  mariners.     It  is  further  to  be 
)bferved,  while  the  Englifh  folely  fupply  foreign  markets 
ith  this  commodity,  Roman  Catholic  countries  muft  have 
fort  of  dependency  on  them. 

Moreover,  the  acquifition  of  this  important  ifiand  cuts 
f  all  communication  between  France  and  Quebec,  the  nav-» 
Igation  to  Canada  river  bearing  near  it,  and  muft  obftruct 
he  French  navigation  through  the  bay  of  St.  Lawrence  to 
le  only  pofTeflions  the  French  have  upon  the  fea  coaft  to 
le  northward  of  Louifiana,  in  the  great  bay  of  Mexico- 
r  this  means  Quebeck  muft,  in  the  run  of  very  little  time, 
11  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  ;  and  the  Indians,  want* 
g  the  ufual  protection  and  fupplies  from  France,  will  be 
bliged  to  court  the  Englifh  for  both  ;  and  having  once  ex- 
perienced the  treatment  of  both  nations,  as  the  latter  can 
ppiy  them  better  and  cheaper  than  the  former,  they  will 
onfequently  be  riveted  in  intereft  to  her ;  and  thus  the 
nglifh  will  render  themfelves  entirely  matters  of  the  rich 
nd  profitable  fur  trade,  at  prefent  chiefly  engroffed  by  the 
rench. 

But  the  confideration  alone,  that  the  Britifh  navigation 
nd  fettlements  on  the  fea  coafts,  throughout  North-Ame- 
ca,  at  prefent  lie  terribly  expofed  to  men  of  war  and  pri- 
areers  from  this  ifland,  claims  an  attention  to  proper  mea- 
ires  for  immediately  regaining  poffeflion  of  it  ;  for  from 
ence  the  French,  with  eafe  and  little  time,  may  ftatiort 
emfelves  in  latitudes  proper  to  intercept  the  navigation  be- 
tween England  and  all  her  plantations,  and  the  intercourfe 
c  trade  fubfifting  between  one  plantation  and  another,  by 
ptures ;  fupplying  themfelves  with  Englifh  manufactures, 
aval  ftores,  malts,  yards,  plank,  lumber,  fugar,  cotton,  pro- 
Tions,  Sec, ;  and  from  its  vicinity  with  the  continent  may, 

with 
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with  the  like  eafe,  furprife  our  fettlements  all  along  the  coaft^ 
and  take  the  maft  {hips  when  loaded  out  of  Cafe o  and  Portfe 
mouth  harbours  •  whereas,  the  acceflion  of  this  ifland  to  the 
Britifh  dominions,  will  not  only  fecure  our  navigation,  ancfi 
guard  our  coafts  in  America,  but  will  be  a  fafe  retreat  for 
our  men  of  war  in  the  hurricane  months,  or  when  threats 
ened  with  a  fuperior  force  ;  befides,  there  they,  with  greater 
fafety  and  lefs  expenfe  to  the  crown,  may  refit,  than  in  any! 
other  harbour  in  North-America. 

The  expenfe  and  danger  in  taking  this  place  will  bear  noj 
proportion  to  the  advantages  and  profits  thereby  refulting  tdt 
the  Englifh  nation,  and  her  plantations.  To  favour,  there-] 
fore,  an  enterprife  of  fo  much  confequence,  it  is  humbly] 
propofed  that  proper  laws  fhould  be  enacted,  making  in 
felony,  without  benefit  of  the  clergy,  in  North-America,  to] 
fopply  the  enemy  with  warlike  ftores,  provifions,  Sec. 

And  whereas  Virginia,  Maryland,  New-York,  MafTachuJ 
fetts-Bay,  and  Canfo,  in  time  of  peace  ufually  have  each  al 
ftation  mip  of  twenty  guns,  it  is  numbly  propofed  to  add  tot 
each,  one  of  fifty  guns,  and  they  immediately  to  fail  froirre 
home  to  their  refpective  ftations,  with  orders  conftantiy  tof 
keep  cruifing  on  the  fifhing  banks,  and  in  latitudes  proper? 
to  obftruct  the  French  fifhery  and  navigation,  protect  our! 
own,  and  efpecially  to  intercept  ftores,  provilions,  Sec.  get-*4 
ting  into  Cape  Breton. 

It  is  likewife  humbly  propofed,  that  thofe  men  of  war 
fhould  carry  clothing,   arms,  and  all  manner  of  warlike^ 
ftores,  neceffary  for  a  body  of  three  thoufand  men,  to  bd.; 
raifed  in  the  following  governments,  viz.  in  Virginia  three^ 
hundred,  in  Maryland  one  hundred  and  fifty,  Pennfylvania 
three  hundred  and  fifty,  New- York  two  hundred  and  fifty,/ 
Jerfeys  one  hundred  and  fifty,  Connecticut  three  hundred 
and  fifty,  Rhode-Ifland  two  hundred  and  fifty,  Mafiachu-I 
fetts-Bay  one  thoufand,  and  New-Hampfhire  one  hundred 
and  fifty  ;  and  inftruvftions  to  thefe  governments  to  encour- 
age the  fpeedy  raifing  of  their  refpective  complements,  in 
order  to  have  the  more  time  to  difcipline  them,  concealing* 
the  real  defign  under  the  fpecious  pretence  that  thofe  troops 
are  raifed  to  defend  the  governments  from  invafion,  or  the 
furprife  of  an  enemy. 

It  is  alfo  humbly  propofed,  that  thefe  levies  fhould  be«. 
formed  into  three  regiments*  each  regiment  to  confift  of  ar 

colonel. 
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colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  major,   feven  captains,  twenty 
lieutenants,  ten  enfigns,  an  adjutant,  a  quarter-matter,  and 
fergeants  and  corporals  in  proportion,  and  one  thoufand  pri- 
vate men  ;  and,  to  encourage  the  railing  them  with  expedi- 
tion, that  all  the  officers  (ten  lieutenants,  the  adjutant  and 
uarter-mafter  excepted)  mould  be  gentlemen  of  intereft  in 
lofe  feveral  colonies  ;  the  American  half  pay  officers  therein 
o  be  provided  according  to  their  merit  and  rank  ;  and  the 
"everal  governments  to  have  tranfports,  provifions,  &c.  ne- 
efTary  for  the  tranfportation  of  their  refpective  quotas,  by 
ie  beginning  of  April,  1745  ;  and,  having  experienced  the 
oyalty  of  the  Maflachufetts  for  twenty-feven  years,  I  prc- 
iime  to  engage  tfiey  will  cheerfully  furnifh  their  complement. 

It  is  with  great  fubmiffion  further  propofed,  that  a  fquad- 

on  of  fix  fail  of  the  line,  with  two  thoufand  regular  troops, 

nd  all  things  necefTary  for  a  formal  fiege,  fhould  take  their 

eparture  from  hence  the  beginning  of  March  next,  fo  as  to 

nchor  in  Gabaron  bay,  within  four  miles  of  the  rampart  of 

^ouifbourg,  by  the  middle  of  April  following  ;  there  to  be 

)ined  by  the  American  troops  under  the  convoy  of  the  fra- 

on  mips.     This  may  be  executed  without  lofs  of  men,  no 

mnon  commanding  the  entrance  of  this  harbour,  and  where 

ve  navy  of  England  may  fafely  ride.     It  may  be  conceived 

Ivifable  there  to  land  the  troops,  and  from  thence  to  march 

id  make  regular  approaches  to  the  rampart,  which  is  near 

iree  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  has  a  fofTe  and  bafTions 

itably  difpofed  ;  but  both  baftions  and  curtains  are  of  ma- 

nry  to  the  fummit,  which  is  thirty-fix  feet  above  the  field  ; 

e  quoins  and  embrafures  are  of  hewn  ftone,  the  reft  of 

nail  round  ftones  cemented  with  mortar  compofed  of  their 

vn  lime,  which  is  very  bad,  and  faltwater  fand,  incapable 

'  ftanding  the  froft ;  infomuch  that  every  winter  there  is 

pair  almoft  equal  to  new.     It  is  judged  by  connoifleurs 

at  the  fire  of  their  own  cannon  will  fhake  down  the  works, 

id  that  they  will  not  ftand  a  battery.  If  the  rampart  is  taken, 

e  citidel  and  four  other  batteries  that  command  the  har- 

bur  muft  yield  ;   and,  what  facilitates  the  defign,  there  is 

outworks,  glacis,  or  covert-way. 

Robert  Auchmuty. 

w  my  lodgings  in  Cecil-Jireef, 

the  <)ih  of  April)  1 744. 

C  c  [Vd  v.]  Historic  a; 
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Historical  Scraps. 

*r„.  7    <v  T"\IED,  John  Thomas,  aged  u 

Natick,  June  ii>  1121.   11  u       c  ca!    •   • 

>J  '*    '    '    JLJ  years.     He  refufed  to  join  wit 

the  Pequods  againft  the  Englifh  when  they  enticed  hirr 

He  was  among  the  firft  of  the  praying  Indians.     He  joine 

in  full  communion  when  the  apoftle  John  Eliot  gathered 

church.     He  was  exemplary  through  life,  and  had  his  rea 

fon  and  fpeech  till  a  few  hours  of  his  death. 

MarJJjpee,  (an  Indian  fociety  in  the  county  of  Barnflabld 
Nov.  26,  1729.  This  day  was  ordained  here,  Mr.  Jofep 
Bourne.  The  council  were,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lord  of  Chat 
ham,  and  two  Indian  payors  of  Martha's  Vineyard.  Mi 
Bourne  preached  in  the  Indian  language,  1  Tim.  iv.  16.- 
Mr.  Lord  preached  in  Englifh,  John  i.  7.  One  of  the  In 
dian  pallors  began  the  folerrinity  with  prayer,  the  other  gav 
the  right  hand  of  fellowfhip.  The  fervice  was  conclude 
with  ringing,  and  the  benediction,  both  in  Indian  and  Eng 
lifh. 


The  nrft  Congregational  church,  lince  the  days  of  primitiv 
chriltlanity,  was  gathered  at  Geneva,  and  the  Rev.  Willian 
Whittingham  was  chofen  pallor,  a  famous  Puritan,  who  fig 
from  England  in  the  reign  of  queen  Mary,  leaving  an  eftati 
of  £.1 100  fterling  a  year,  which  was  a  great  eftate  in  thoS 
times,  and  Ihows  how  confcientious  principles  will  fubdm 
the  pailion  of  avarice  in  good  minds. 

Upon  the  accedion  of  queen  Elizabeth,  he  returned  t< 
England,  was  made  dean  of  Durham,  affifted  Mr.  Sternhol* 
in  the  old  Englifh  verlion  of  the  pfalms,  being  the  author  c 
thofe  compofures  ligned  W.  W.  and  compiled  a  very  learne 
treatife  againft  the  ecclefiaftical  conftitutions .     His  eflate  lyin 
near  Boflon,  Lincolnfhire,  his  fon  Baruch  was  the  principj 
buildtr  of  the  church  in  that  place,  but  his  object  was  t 
come  and  dwell  in  New-England.     He  was  taken  lick  an 
died  ;  his  widow,  then  pregnant,  came  over,  was  delivere 
of  a  fon  John,  the  only  heir  of  the  family.     He  married 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hubbard  of  Ipfwich,  and  the! 
lived  much  beloved,  and  died  as  much  lamented.     He  le 
three  fons  ;  John  and  Richard  went  to  England  ;  Williar 

remainc 
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■emained  here,  was  educated  at  Harvard  College,  graduated 
660,  fettled  in  Bolton,  married  a  daughter  of  J.  Lawrence, 
ifq.  (formerly  of  Ipfwich,  afterwards  alderman  of  New- 
Fork)  applied  himfelf  to  merchandize,  and  going  over  to 
^ondon,  there  died  of  the  fmall-pox,  but  left  five  children, 
t.  Richard,  who  took  his  degree  at  Harvard  College,  1689, 
vent  to  London,  enjoyed  the  family  eftate  in  Boflon,  Lin- 
:oinfnire,  and  there  died,  leaving  only  female  children. — 
William,  a  merchant,  who  went  to  the  Weft-Indies  and 
lied.  3.  Mary,  the  wife  of  governor  Saltonftall,  Connecti- 
:ut.  4.  Elizabeth,  who  married  firft  the  Hon.  Samuel  Ap- 
)leton  of  Ipfwich,  then  Rev.  Mr.  Payfon  of  Rowley. — 
;.  Martha,  married  to  Rev.  John  Rogers  of  Ipfwich.  The 
nale  line  of  the  Whittinghams  is  now  extinct. 

Madam  Saltonftall,  the  daughter  mentioned  above,  lived 
n  Bofton  after  the  death  of  the  governor.  He  died  in  1 724, 
it  New-London.  She  died  in  January,  1729.  She  was  a 
noft  accomplifhed  lady,  a  friend  to  literature  and  religion. 
Sefore  the  death  of  her  hufband,  fhe  gave  /.ioo  to  each 
:ollege  in  New-England  ;  and  in  her  will,  £.1000  to  the 
rollege  in  Cambridge,  for  the  fupport  of  two  fober  and  in- 
enious  ftudents,  profefTors  of  religion.  She  alfo  left  a  very 
arge  filver  bafon  to  the  Old  South  church,  of  which  fhe  was 
1  great  ornament,  a  confiderable  fum  to  their  poor,  and 

1 00  to  the  poor  of  the  town,  befides  many  other  legacies, 
-ler  will  was  written  in  her  own  hand. 


Mr,  Corresponding  Secretary, 

Is  the  following  worth  any  thing  as  an  hiftorical  Jcrap  ? 
h  was  found  in  an  old  almanac  of  a  worthy  gentleman  lately 
deceafed. 

Account  of  the  Small-Pox,  1721. 

Number  of  inhabitants  above  the  mill-creek,  601 3  1  , 

north  end,  4549/  I0'**7 

Of  thefe,  had  it  S.  of  mill-creek,  3217 1     g 

north  end,  2596/^  J^ 

&  JEW 


Died,  S.  490 1 


In 
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In  1752.     The  account  of  the  overfeers  of  the  towik 

Inhabits,   ^j;$2}.S73< 

Rateable  polls,  2789. 

Had  the  fmall-pox  in  the  natural  way,     5059  whites. 

485  blacks. 

5544 


Inoculated,    21 13,  but  of  thefe  there  were  139  blacks, 

Died,  natural  way,  452  whites. 
$2  blacks. 

Died  of  inoculation, .  24  whites. 

7  blacks. 

Removed  out  of  town,  1 843. 
Thofe  who  were  not  inhabitants  who  had  it  in  town,  84 
Sick,  23,  at  the  time  the  account  was  taken. 
To  have  it,  174. 

A  Narrative  of  the  Newspapers  printed  in  New 
England — In  a  letter  to  the  President  of  thj 
Historical  Society,  from  one  of  the  members. 

Sir, 

AN  account  of  Newfpapers  from  the  Bofton  News-letter 
the  firft  ever  publifhed  in  America,  about  the  fourtl 
year  of  the  prefent  century,  to  the  revolution  of  the  coun« 
try,  mud  give  peculiar  fatisfaction  to  all  curious  inquirers 
and  certainly  comports  with  the  object  of  our  fociety. 

It  is  obferved  in  the  life  of  Dr.  Franklin,  that  in  1720,  oi 
21,  the  New-England  Courant  was  publifhed,  and  that  ii 
was  the  fecond  ever  printed  in  America — the  firft  being  th< 
Bofton  News-letter.  "Great  men  are  not  always  wife;' 
they  are  very  frequently  carelefs  and  inaccurate,  ef'pccially  ir 
little  matters  of  chronology.  The  doctor  tells  us,  that  hi.1 
brother,  who  was  engaged  in  this  bufinefs,  undertook  i; 
againft  the  advice  of  his  friends,  who  were  perfuaded  tha 

th< 
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the  country  could  not  fupport  a  fecond  paper.  It  feems 
ftrange,  as  he  was  in  the  office  with  his  brother,  that  he 
fliould  not  recoiled  which  of  the  years  the  Courant  was  pub- 
lished. It  was  printed  in  the  fummer  of  172 1.  It  was  not 
the  fecond  paper.  We  have  many  papers  of  the  Bolton 
Gazette,  which  was  printed  in  1720,  toward  the  end  of  the 
year.  This  was  the  fecond  paper,  and  printed  by  S.  Knee- 
land.  In  July  and  Auguft,  1722,  the  numbers  of  the  papers 
were, 

Bofton  News-letter,  Monday,  July  2,     961^ 
Bofton  Gazette,  Monday,  July  2,  136  V1722. 

New-England  Courant,  Monday,  July,    48  J 
There  are  files  of  papers ;  which  I  mention,  left  a  miftake 
may  be  thought  to  arife  from  one  or  two  numbers  often 
found  among  typographical  errors. 

What  makes  it  furprifing  that  Dr.  Franklin  fhould  not 
recoiled;  the  Bofton  Gazette,  is,  that  it  was  the  poft  paper  0 
The  poft-office  firft  gave  rife  to  the  publication  of  new  (pa- 
pers in  this  country.     The  Bofton  News-letter  was  printed 
by  B.  Green,  Newbury-ftreet,  for  John  Campbell ',  ppft-mafter. 
The  Bofton  Gazette  was  printed  by  Samuel  Kneeland  for  P. 
Muf?ravey  poft-mafter. — Mr.  Green,  at  this  time,   printed 
the  News-letter  for  Mr.  Campbell,  who  was  not  in  office.* 
Some  time  after  this,  the  old  paper,  or  Bofton  News-letter, 
$  fell  into  other  hands  :  for  we  find  Mr.  Green  undertook 
i  another  paper,  called  only  the  Weekly  News-letter.     Thurf- 
(  day,  Auguft  27,  is  the  only  paper  I  have  feen — number  192. 
jit  is  by  B.  Green  ;  his  office  in  Newbury-ftreet.     This  was 
I  the  fourth  newfpaper  in  America.     Soon  after,  the  famous 
\  New-England  Journal  was  ifTued  from  the  prefs  ;  the  firft 
|  number,  March  27,  1727 — printed  by  Samuel  Kneeland ;  his 
i  office  in  Queen-ftreet— and  afterwards  by  S.  Kneeland  and 

Thomas 
[. i 1 

*  A  complete  fet  of  the  Bofton  News-letter,  for  the  years  1716  and  17, 
.  were  in  the  library  of  the  late  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot,  of  this  town,  who  was  pe- 
culiarly fond  of  hiftorical  refearches,  as  they  relate  to  the  early  ftate  of  this 
if  country.    Thefe  papers  now  make  a  part  of  the  collections  of  the  Hiftorical 
Society. 

j     They  have  likewife  the  firft  years  of  the  New-Engla-d  Courant,  the  dona- 
tion of  Mr.  Benjamin  Burt. 

In  the  Bofton  News-letter,  there  is  an  account  of  the  mow  which  fell  in  Feb. 
IJ1717,  commonly  called  the  great  f now,  as  it  exceeded  any  ever  known  before 
.or  nnce.     Many  have  heard  of  it — fome  now  alive  can  recollect  how  they  have 

heard  older  people  tell  of  it,  but  there  are  no  printed  accounts,  perhaps,  but 

what  are  taken  from  thefe  papers. 
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Thomas  Green — and  continued  to  be  publifhed  jointly  by 
them  from  July,  1727,  nearly  25  years. 

Our  defign,  fay  the  editors,  in  this  paper,  is  to  Cf  entertain 
the  public  with  as  edifying  things  as  occur  to  our  enquiries. 
Now  we  know  not  what  can  be  more  fo  than  a  brief  and 
plain  account  of  the  Proteflants,  opprefTed  and  languifhing 
at  this  time  under  the  tyranny  of  Rome.  There  are  many 
good  people,  who,  for  very  good  reafons,  will  be  thankful  to 
be  informed  of  this  matter." 

They  publifh  feveral  extracts  from  a  book  called  Sufpiria 
VinBorumy  in  which  it  is  faid,  2000  churches  in  France  were 
broken  up  by  edicts  from  the  king. 

The  Proteflants  of  the  Palatinate,  though  (till  refugees 
from  other  countries,  were  dill  kept  under  the  Diet,  and  per-, 
fecuted  by  the  Jefuits. 

The  Mate  of  the  Vaudois  is  defcribed  in  as  melancholy 
strains  as  ever  flowed  from  the  harp  of  any  fad  wight  whofe 
fpirit  would  keep  his  inflrument  going,  whilft  others,  more 
dejected,  would  hang  theirs  upon  the  willows. 

"Then  poor  Bohemia!  once  almoft  entirely  Proteftant, 
now  what  an  Aceldama  !"  The  fame  in  Hungary  and  Po- 
land. 

The   foreign  and  domeftic  intelligence  feems  to  have 
been  collected  with  great  care  ;  and  fuch  accounts  of  births 
and  burials  as  make  a  newfpaper  valuable  to  thofe  who  make 
calculations  concerning  the  population  of  places.     It  may 
be  excufeable  in  the  writer  of  this  in  faying,  that  if  more  at- 
tention was  paid  of  occurrences,  fuch  as  we  find  in  the  old 
newfpapers,  no  readers  could  be  difpleafed,  and  a  few  would 
be  highly  entertained.     The  moil  craving  appetite  for  po- 
litical difcuffion  and  fentimental  efTays  might  be  gratified, 
and  yet  a  fmall  fpace  given  to  things,  apparently  trifling, 
but  which  become  important  afterwards,  as  matters  to  which 
we  can  refer.     In  the  firfl  number  of  the  Journal,  mention,.; 
is  made  of  the  ordination  of  Thomas  Smith,  Falmouth. — I 
This  gentleman  lately  died,  a  remarkable  inflance  of  longe-j 
vity,and  continued  minifler  of  that  church,  having  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  the  wildernefs  fubdued,  and  the  country,  far 
and  wide,  fettled,  which  was  without  inhabitants — and  how, 
many  churches  gathered  ! — the  Vine  now  extends  her  boughs 
to  the  fea,  and  her  branches  to  the  river. 

There  is  alfo  mention  made  in  this  paper  of  the  death  of : 

genjamia 
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benjamin  Franklin,  aged  77,  "a  rare  and  exemplary  chrif- 
dan." 

The  New-England  Journal  was  enriched  with  periodical 
efTays,  like  the  Courant,  written  by  men  of  wit  and  learning, 
and  were  called  EJJays  on  mifcellaneous  fubjeffs.  The  twenty- 
two  firft  numbers  are  complete,  in  our  collection  of  papers  ; 
but  they  were  foon  dropt.  Except  a  chafm  for  two  months, 
the  Journal  is  nearly  complete  for  the  years  1727,  28,  29, 
30,  and  among  the  bound  volumes  of  the  Hiftorical  Library. 
The  editor  of  thefe  periodical  eiTays  ftyles  himfelf  Proteus 
Eccha,  Efq.*  Some  of  them  were  printed  in  the  Bofton 
Magazine,  1784.  It  is  a  defideratum  to  have  the  whole  re- 
publilhed. 

The  Journal  united  the  fentimental  excellence  of  the  Cou- 
rant with  the  domeftic  and  foreign  intelligence,  which  it 
feems  to  have  been  the  objecl:  of  the  other  papers  to  gather- 
The  pieces  are  more  ot  a  claflical  and  moral  than  political 
kind.  The  defign  of  the  Franklins  was  to  write  with  free- 
dom upon  fubjects  of  religion  and  government,  in  which 
they  went  too  fait  for  their  intereft,  and  perhaps  fome  have 
thought  for  their  honour,  or  the  reputation  of  the  country. 
In  the  difputes  upon  the  new  method  of  treating  the  fmall- 
pox  by  inoculation,  the  editors  of  this  paper  took  a  decided 
part  againft  inoculation,  and  were  acrimonious  in  their  re- 
flections upon  thofe  who  introduced  it.  Perhaps  in  their 
zeal  againft  the  influence  of  the  clergy,  they  were  angry  at 
the  thing,  becaufe  they  were  active  in  recommending  it ; 
though  for  the  health  of  the  people. 

In  January,  1729,  a  new  fet  of  periodical  efTays  were  writ- 
ten in  the  New-England  Journal,  with  Latin  mottoes.  It 
continued  as  many  as  eighteen  or  twenty  numbers,  regularly. 
And  there  is  a  wifh  frequently  exprefled  by  the  cuftomers, 

that 

*  The  literary  club  who  were  concerned  in  this  bufinefs  are  faid  to  confift 
of  a  number  ; — among  them  were  the  late  Dr.  Byles,  and  Matthew  Adams,  a 
fenfible  mschankk  ;  of  him  Dr.  Franklin  thus  fpeaks  in  his  life — "  At  length 
Mr.  Matthew  Adams,  an  ingenious  tradefman,  took  notice  of  me,  who  fre- 
quented our  printing-office,  and  had  a  handfome  collection  of  books.  He  in- 
vited me  to  fee  his  library,  and  had  the  goodnefs  to  lend  me  any  books  I  was 
defirous  of  reading." 

A  fon  of  this  Matthew  Adams  was  minifter  of  Durham,  in  New-Hampfhire 
•—the  Rev.  John  Adams  ;  a  man  of  fuperior  natural  talents,  but  rather  eccen- 
trick  in  his  genius.  A  fpecimen  of  fine  writing  was  exhibited  in  a  letter  fent 
to  this  town,  with  a  donation,  1774,  figned  John  Adams,  and  John  Sullivan, 
the  committee— the  allunon.  to  the  land  of  promife  was  thought  to  be  as  ele- 
gant as  it  was  pious. 
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that  learned  gentlemen  would  refume  their  pens  with  like 
periodical  effays  in  favour  of  virtue  and  fcience. 

Monday;  September  27,  1731,  began  the  Weekly  Re- 
hearfal — the  printer,  J.  Draper — the  editor,  Jeremy  Grid- 
ley,  Efq.  who  became  one  of  the  greater!:  characters  in  the 
line  of  his  profeflion,  and  whofe  powers  of  fpeech  and  thought 
are  remembered  by  thofe  who  were  perfonally  acquainted 
with  him.* 

That  the  Rehearfal  might  appear  with  proper  dignity,  ic 
is  enriched  with  mottoes  from  the  clafficks.     The  firft  is — ■ 

Floriferis  ut  apes  in  faltibus,  omnia  libant, 
Omnia  no's  itidem.         Lucret. 

Fungar  vice  cotis,  acutum 
Reddere  quae  ferrum  valet,  exfors  ipfa  fecandi.     Hor. 

It  will  be  agreeable  to  fome  to  read  the  addrefs  to  the 
public  by  the  editor,  who  continued  the  fentimental  ftrairi 
fo  long  as  the  paper  laded. 

"  There  is  nothing  of  greater  diflervtce  to  any  writer,  than 
to  appear  in  public  under  too  forward  and  fanguine  expect- 
ation. But  either  he  mud  elevate  himfelf  to  the  fondnefs 
of  his  reader's  fancy,  or  both  of  them  expect  to  be  dihatis- 
fied,  the  reader  by  a  difappointment,  and  the  writer  by  a 
cold  reception.  To  prevent,  therefore,  any  inconvenience 
of  this  nature,  I  mall  here  enter  into  the  defign  of  the  pref- 
ent  undertaking,  and  delineate  the  idea  I  would  have  every 
reader  conceive  of  it.  As  to  the  reafons  that  have  engaged 
me  in  it,  feveral,  I  find,  have  been  afligned,  all  which  I 
leave  in  the  fame  uncertainty  and  fufpenfe,  iince  there  is  no 
neceflity  of  declaiming  upon  motives,  where  the  production 
is  to  be  ufeful  and  entertaining.     And  to  be  fo,  as  far  as 

poffible, 

*  In  a  London  edition  of  a  DifTertation  on  the  Canon  and  Feudal  Law, 
printed  in  the  Bofton  Gazette,  1765,  the  author  of  it  is  faid  to  be  Jeremy 
Gridley,  Efq.  Attorney-General  of  the  province  of  Mafiachufetts-Bay,  Member 
of  the  General  Court,  Colonel  of  the  firft  regiment  of  militia,  Prefident  of  the 
Marine  Society,  and  Grand  Mailer  of  the  Free  Mafons.  He  died  at  Bofton, 
Sept.  7,  1767.' 

The  DifTertation  on  the  Canon  and  Feudal  Law,  fays  a  writer  in  the  London 
Chronicle,  July'  19,  1728,  is  one  of  the  very  fineft  productions  ever  fcen  from 
North-America.  Happily,  the  writer  ftill  lives,  as  appears  in  a  letter  to  T.  IL. 
from  his  friend  in  Bofton. 

The  writer  was  not  J.  Gridley,  but  John  Adams,  being  the  firft  rays  of  that 
riling  light  fo  fplendid  in  the  meridian  luftre. 

This  illuftrious  ftatefman  fpeaks  in  the  higheft  terms  of  refpeel:  cf  J.  Gridley* 
in  his  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Free  Mafons. 
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poflible,  is  the  profefled  defign  of  this  paper — an  intention 
that  takes  in  a  wide  extent,  and  variety  of  fubjects.  For 
What  is  there,  either  in  art,  or  nature,  or  hidory,  not  to  be 
accommodated  to  this  view.  The  minuted  things,  when 
fet  in  a  due  light,  and  reprefented  in  apt  words,  will  divert, 
and  the  greater  be  entertaining  of  themfelves.  The  nature 
of  this  defign,  then,  is  not  to  be  confined  to  any  particular 
argument,  and  in  fact  will  be  circumfcribed  by  nothing  but 
duty,  difcretion,  and  good  manners.  Thefe  are  the  fences 
and  boundaries  therefore  I  Would  think  myfelf  obliged  never 
to  tranfgrefs.  For  however  uneafy  a  difTolute  and  licen- 
tious pen  might  be,  under  thefe  limitations,  yet  without 
them  there  is  certainly  no  real  pleafure  in  any  action  of  life  5 
and  with  them,  there  is  room  for  the  wided  range  of  thought, 
and  the  freed  excurfions  of  fancy.  Room  enough,  every 
one  will  be  ready  to  admit*  but  where  mall  we  find  the 
powers  to  traverfe  and  cultivate  it  ?  Where  the  man  equal 
to  it  ?  This  is  a  hard  unneceflary  queftion.  I  need  not  go 
far  to  fay  where  he  is  not,  neither  is  there  need  of  proceed- 
ing far  to  fhew  where  he  is.  For  without  any  pretence  to 
genius,  or  univerfal  capacity,  an  indifferent  hand  may  be 
allowed  once  in  feveh  days  to  publifh  a  Rehearfal,  and  per- 
haps to  entertain.  A  Rehearfal,  what  can  we  fuppofe  ir, 
but  in  the  general  courfe  to  be  derivative  ?  And  what  an 
infinity  of  fources  have  we  to  derive  from.  The  ancients  are 
yet  living,  and  many  of  thefe  later  ages  will  ever  live  with 
them.  They  are  too  pure  to  difpleafe,  too  numerous  to  fail 
us.  And  is  it  impoffible  for  an  indudrious  hand  to  give 
them  a  different  courfe  ?  May  he  not  be  ufeful  to  the  pub- 
lic, by  directing  them  where  they  will  be  valued,  and  where 
otherwife  perhaps  they  would  not  have  been  enjoyed  ?  This 
is  all  the  vanity  that  can  be  imputed  to  the  publifher  of  a 
Rehearfal ;  for  as  the  paper  takes  its  name,  the  readers  fhould 
form  their  opinion  from  the  general  defign.  I  am  well 
aware  of  the  exceeding  and  almod  infuperable  difficulty  of 
being  an  original  to  this  knowing  and  polite  age.  For  be- 
fides  the  fertile  and  comprehenfive  genius  nature  mud  be- 
dow,  how  many  other  qualities  are  requisite  to  form  a  good 
and  a  jud  writer.  Eafinefs  of  mind,  and  a  competent  for- 
tune are  indifpenfably  necefTary.  For  bow  can  wit  and  hu- 
mour be  employed  by  a  man  in  w&nt  ?  How  can  the  ar- 
rangement of  ideas  be  attended  to,  by  him  whole  affairs  are 
in  confufion  ?  Travel,  and  the  mod  refined  converfatiort, 
D  d  [jy.  v.]  are 
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are  to  be  added  to  thefe  accomplifhments  :  and  beyond 
thefe  it  were  eafy  to  felect  many  others,  that  enter  the  char- 
acter of  an  original  author,  and  difcountenance  thofe  who 
want  them  from  any  pretences  to  it.  I  would  therefore  de- 
cline this  path,  and  prefume  no  farther  than  Mr.  Locke  fays 
every  man  may,  without  the  lead  imputation  of  vanity.— 
<f  Since  no  man  (faith  that  great  author)  fees  all,  and  we 
"  generally  have  different  profpecls  of  the  fame  thing  ac- 
<l  cording  to  our  different  pofitions  to  it,  it  is  not  incongru- 
((  ous  to  think,  nor  beneath  any  man  to  try,  whether  another 
"  may  not  have  notions  of  things,  which  have  efcaped  him, 
<f  and  which  his  reafon  would  make  ufe  of,  if  they  came  in- 
<c  to  his  mind." — Thefe  views  and  attitudes  we  apprehend 
things  in,  are  infinitely  diversified  by  the  circumdances  of 
perfons.  And  there  is,  I  am  perfuaded,  fcarce  any  man  of 
the  lead  obfervation  and  remark,  who  has  not  been  enter- 
tained with  fome  appropriate  cad  of  thought,  and  turn  of 
humour,  even  where  he  lead  expected  it.  Should  I  ever 
venture,  therefore,  beyond  the  limits  of  a  rehearfaly  this  would 
be  my  plea  and  vindication  :  and  mould  I  fail  in  the  at- 
tempt, what  a  great  pleafure  and  obligation  would  it  it  be, 
for  fome  of  my  better  readers  to  imitate  the  example  of  the 
Oxford  fcholar,  who,  although  he  had  acquired  an  excellent 
hand  in  mufic,  yet  afterwards  falling  into  the  deepen:  melan- 
choly, grew  averfe  to  it,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
by  his  friends  to  touch  it.  They  had  but  one  way  to  excite 
him,  and  that  was,  for  fome  unfkilful  hand  to  take  his  vio- 
lin and  fcrape  upon  it.  He  would  then  immediately  fnatch 
it  from  him,  and  in  a  kind  of  refentment,  give  it  the  utmoff 
elegance  of  found  and  harmony. 

"  What  has  been  faid,  confiders  this  paper  only  in  the  ef- 
fay  kind  and  fpcculative  view  ;  which  is  but  half  the  deiign, 
for  it  is  intended  to  be  a  narrative  of  whatever  mail  occur  in 
commerce,  in  the  civil  and  learned  world,  as  far  as  it  deferves 
our  attention  and  comes  within  our  notice.  It  will  be  the 
endeavour  of  the  publifher  to  procure  the  belt  intelligence, 
and  to  digeft  it  in  the  mod  fuitable  method.  He  would 
aim  to  give  the  fheet  all  the  variety  and  afpects  it  is  capable 
of  receiving  ;  for  upon  looking  over  the  lilt  of  fubferibers, 
he  finds  names  of  every  quality,  and  prefumes  there  are  taftes 
of  every  degree  to  be  pleafed. 

"  He  owns  himfeif  under  indelible  obligations  to  the  gen- 
tlemen that  have  favoured  and  advanced  the  deflgn,  and 

would 
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would  not  queftion  their  continuance  till  it  deferves  their 
difciieem,  and  it  becomes  an  opiate,  by  having  too  great  an 
infufion  of  the  poppy. " 

This  paper  was  printed  only  one  year — the  editor  changed 
his  printer  toward  the  latter  part  of  it ;  then  it  was  printed 
by  nomas  Fleet,  at  the  Heart  and  Crown,  Cornhill. 

Mr.  Fleet  came  from  England,  was  among  the  zealous 
whigs  that  oppofed  Dr.  Sacheverel  and  the  high  church 
party.  He  and  his  fons  printed  the  paper  called  the  Even- 
ing Pod,  which,  for  its  impartiality,  collection  of  fads,  news, 
political  fpeculations,  and  journal  of  the  times,  was  always 
valued  as  one  of  the  very  belt  publications  hi  any  part  of 
America.  The  firft  number  was  emitted  foon  after  the  Re- 
hearfal  ceafed — and  the  laft  number  was  April  24,  1775. 

Thus  have  I  brought  down  the  hiftory  of  news.  If  this 
narrative  is  worth  purfuing,  I  fhall  continue  it  to  the  revo- 
lution ;  but  fince  that  important  period  in  the  annals  of  this 
country,  they  have  become  innumerable. 

In  the  year  1771,  Dr.  Franklin  fays  there  were  twenty- 
five  printed  in  America.  I  mould  fuppofe  more,  confider- 
ng  how  many  were  then  emitted  from  the  prefTes  in  New- 
ingland.  « 

None  wrere  printed  in  any  other  of  the  four  New-England 
tates,  I  believe,  till  after  the  year  1730. 

In  1732,  the  firft  week  in  October,  the  Rhode-Ifland 

azette  was  firft  printed,  by  James  Franklin. 

There  was  no  newfpaper  in  New-Hampfhire  till  Mr. 
Daniel  Fowle  left  Bofton,  who  fet  up  the  firft  printing-prefs 
t  Portfmouth,  in  Auguft,  1756,  and  there  publifhed,  on  the 
]th  of  Oclober  following,  the  firft  number  of  the  New- 
rlampfhire  Gazette.  Mr.  Hall,  the  printer  of  our  Hiitor- 
cal  Collections,  was  then  with  him,  and,  under  his  direc- 
ion,  performed  the  firft  printing  which  ever  was  done  in 
hat  province.  Mr.  Fowle  died  in  1787,  having,  by  himfelf 
■>r  in  company,  ecfited  the  Gazette  about  30  years. 

I  am  not  io  well  acquainted  with  Connecticut  as  to  fay- 
hen  the  firft  newfpaper  was  ifTued — but  am  informed  that 
bme  of  the  family  of  Green  are  now  there  in  that  line  of 
ufinefs.  Dr.  Trumbull  fays,  that  there  was  no  printer  in 
Connecticut  till  they  fent  for  Mr.  Timothy  Green,  a  de- 
:endant  of  Mr.  Samuel  Green,  the  firft  printer  in  America. 
le  was  invited  by  the  council  ,-  and  the  afTembly,  for  his 
ncouragement,  agreed  that  he  mould  be  printer  to  the  gov- 
ernor 
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ernor  and  company,  and  have  fifty  pounds,  the  falary  of  the 
deputy-governor,  annually.  He  was  obliged  to  print  the 
election  fermons,  the  proclamations  for  fafts  and  thankfgiv-  \ 
ings,  and  laws  which  were  ena&ed  at  the  feveral  feflions  of  J 
the  afTembly.  He  came  to  Connecticut  in  1714,  and  fixed  ] 
his  refidence  at  New-London.  He  and  his  defendants  J 
were  for  a  great  number  of  years  printers  to  the  governors  1 
and  company  of  Connecticut. 

This  refpectable  author  mentions,  in  a  note,  that  Mr. 
Thomas  Short  was  fent  by  Mr.  Green,  in  1709,  and  mould 
be  confidered  as  the  firft  printer  in  the  colony. 

The  typographers  of  America,  and  all  who  reflect  how 
much  indebted  we  are  to  the  printing-prefs  for  the  difTufion 
of  knowledge,  will  ever  refpec^  the  name  of  Green. — For 
mine  own  part,  I  experience  a  fenfation  fimilar  to  what  I 
feel  when  I  read  the  hiftcry  of  the  family  of  Medici—- 


— — parva  componere  magnis. 

A.  Z. 

A  brief  Account  of  the  several  Settlements  andj 
Governments  in  and  about  the  lands  of  the' 
Narraganset-Bay,  in  New-England. 

A  6  A/T^*  Roger  Williams  purchafed  lands  of  the 
34-  xVX  Narraganfet  fachems,  bordering  on  Pau  J 
tucket  river ;  aijid,  with  others  that  came  to  him,  built  a 
town,  and  called  it  Providence;  and  in  a  ihort  time  after, 
purchafed  an  ifland  in  faid  bay,  and  called  it  Providence, 
being  about  or  near  7  miles  long,  and  may  be  counted  3000, 
acres. 

1637.  Mr.  William  Coddington  ande  his  friends  pur- 
chafed an  ifland  of  the  faid  fachems,  called  Aquetneck,  and 
next  year  fettled  it  with  inhabitants,  and  named  it  Rhode-* 
Ifland  ;  built  two  towns  on  it,  about  ten  miles  afunder,  and' 
called  them  Portsmouth  and  Newport.  The  ifland  may  be 
about  1 5  miles  long,  and  the  broadeft  place  may  be  4  miles 
wide,  and  may  contain  20,000  acres.  The  inhabitants,  by 
confent,  erected  a  government  amongfl  themfelves,  and  were 
ruled  by  judge  and  elder,  Mr-  Coddington  being  judge. 

1 641.  Mr.  Richard  Smith  purchafed  a  tract  of  land  oil 
the  fame  fachems,  in  the  Narraganfet  country,  amongfl:  the* 
thicker!  of  the  Indians,  who  were  very  numerous,  and  re-/ 
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puted  to  be  30,000,  and  erected  a  houfe  for  trade,  being  far 
from  Englifh  neighbours,  and  gave  free  entertainment  to  all 
travellers,  it  being  the  great  road  of  the  country. 

1642.  Some  perfons,  to  the  number  of  1 1  or  12,  pur- 
jchafed  alfo  a  tract  of  land  about  14  miles  to  the  northward 
of  Mr.  Smith's  trading-houfe,  built  a  town,  and  called  it 
Warwick. 

1643.  The  inhabitants  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay  pro- 
cured an  order  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  Oliver  Cromwell, 
and  other  perfons,  for  the  rule  and  government  of  the  Nar- 
raganfet  country.  In  the  fame  year,  afterwards,  Mr.  Roger 
Williams  procured  the  like  order,  from  the  fame  perfons, 
for  the  rule  and  government  of  the  faid  tract,  with  whom 
the  inhabitants  of  Rhode-Ifland  joined,  and  made  a  govern- 
ment between  them. 

1650.  Sundry  difputes  and  differences  ariling  among 
them,  Mr.  Coddington  went  for  England,  and  procured  a 
commiffion  from  the  powers  there  regnant,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Rhode-Ifland,  difrincl:  from  the  main  land,  to  which 
the  inhabitants  fubmitted ;  but  in  feven  or  eight  months 
overthrew  the  government,  and  forced  the  governor  to  flee 
for  his  fafety,  and  then  returned  to  the  late  government  they 
left. 

When  Oliver  Cromwell  aflumed  the  throne,  they  ruled 
by  a  letter  from  him,  Sec. 

1657.  Mr.  William  Coddington  and  Mr.  Benedict  Ar- 
nold purchafed  an  ifland  of  the  fame  fachems,  called  Quo- 
nonoquot,  for  themfelves  and  friends,  and  fettled  it,  and  is 
now  made  a  town,  and  cajled  Jameflown. 

In  the  lame  year,  Mr.  John  Hull,  Mr.  John  Porter,  and 
three  perfons  more,  purchafed  a  large  tracl:  of  land  in  the 
fouthern  parts  of  the  Narraganfet  country,  and  called  Pot- 
taquamfcut  purchafe,  and  have  fettled  a  part 'of  it. 

1658.  Mr.  Richard  Smith,  jun.  purchafed  an  ifland, 
called  Hog-Ifland,  of  Wamfcotta,  fachems  of  Whampina- 
ges,  and  lies  in  the  mouth  or  entrance  into  Briftol  harbour, 
may  contain  2  or  300  acres. 

In  the  bay  are  many  more  iflands,  mod  of  them  fmall ; 
were  all,  one  or  other,  purchafed  01  the  natives. 

1 659.  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  Major  Humphrey  Atherton, 
and  aflbciates,  purchafed  of  the  Narraganfet  fachems,  two 
tracts  of  land,  joining  to  the  bay,  one  lying  to  (the  fouth- 
ward  of  Mr.  Smith's  trading-houfe,  and  the  other  to  the 
northward  of  it,  and  fettled  it  with  inhabitants. 
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1660.  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  Major  Humphrey  Atherton, 
and  their  affociates,  paying  a  fum  of  money  for  the  Indian 
fachems  to  redeem  their  lands  that  they  had  mortgaged,  for 
the  payment,  took  a  mortgage  of  them  of  the  fame  lands, 
and  allowing  them  a  longer  time  for  payment,  and  failing 
therein  alfo,  anno  1662,  Surrendered  up  their  lands  to  them, 
and  gave  them  quiet  and  peaceable  poffefiion  and  feizin,  by 
turf  and  twig. 

1662.  Connecticut  people,  by  their  agent,  obtained  of 
his  majefty,  king  Charles  II.  a  charter  of  incorporation  for  a 
government,  including  the  Narraganfet  country. 

1663.  The  inhabitants  of  Rhode-Ifland,  Sec.  petitioned 
his  majefty  for  a  charter,  and  to  include  the  Narraganfet 
country ;  which  bred  a  difpute  between  the  two  agents,  who 
both  agreed  to  a  reference,  and  was  accorded  and  iffued,  un- 
der four  heads,  two  whereof  were ;— -that  property  fhould  not 
be  deftroyed,  and  that  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the* 
lands  about  Mr.  Smith's  trading-houfe,  mould  choofe  to 
which  government  they  would  belong ;  and  they  chofe  Con- 
necticut. Upon  this  agreement  of  the  two  agents  in  Eng- 
land, a  patent  was  granted  to  the  agent  for  Rhode-Xfland,^ 
mentioning  the  agreement  in  the  charter. 

Note,  that  all  the  lands  in  the  Narraganfet  country,  and 
iflands  in  the  bay,  were  purchafed  by  feveral  perfons  of  one 
and  the  fame  fachems,  and  their  fucceffors,  before  any  char- 
ter of  incorporation  for  government  for  thofe  lands,  fo  con- 
tended for,  was  granted  ;  and  his  majefty,  in  the  charter 
granted  to  Rhode-Ifland,  allows  and  confirms  all  our  pur- 
chafes  already  made. 

j  664..  Four  commiflioners  were  deputed,  by  commiffion 
from  his  majefty,  to  fettle  all  differences  between  colony  and 
colony,  namely,  Mr.  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert  Carr, 
Mr.  George  Cartwright,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Maverick  ;  but 
the  power  lay  in  Mr.  Nichols,  for  without  him  they  could 
ad  nothing  that  was  valid.  The  other  three,  without  Col. 
Nichols,  pa  (Ted  fome  orders  in  Narraganfet  country,  and 
took  the  country  from  both  governments  (as  they  faid)  un- 
til the  king's  pleafure  was  known,  and  called  it  the  king's 
province,  and  ordered  fourteen  perfons  to  exercife  authority 
there,  as  juftices  of  the  peace,  until,  &c.  Col.  Richard 
Nichols,  understanding  what  the  other  three  commiflioners 
had  done  without  his  knowledge,  reverfed  their  orders,  and 
declared  them  null  and  void,  and  that  all  and  every  one 
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fliould  keep  their  poffeflion  until  the  king's  pleafure  were 
known. 

1665.  The  government  and  council  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
Sec.  patted  an  order  for  outlawing  the  people  called  Quakers, 
becaufe  they  would  not  bear  arms,  and  to  feize  their  eftates  ; 
but  the  people  in  general  rofe  up  againft  thefe  fevere  orders, 
and  would  not  fuffer  it. 

1672.  The  general  afTembly  of  the  colony  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  confirmed  all  the  purchafes  of  Major  Atherton  and 
his  afTociates,  as  may  be  feen  in  page 

1675.  A  war  broke  out  with  the  Indians  round  about 
us,  and  continued  about  two  years  ;  but  at  length  the  In- 
dians were  killed  and  fled  aw^y. 

1678.  Capt.  Randal  Houlden  and  Capt.  John  Greene, 
agents  for  the  town  of  Warwick,  in  a  private  difference  went 
for  England,  and  informed  his  majefly  that  both  govern- 
jment  and  foil  of  the  NarraganfeC  country  belonged  to  him, 
[and  that  there  was  never  any  legal  purchafe  there  made. 

1678,  9.  His  majefly  writes  t,o  all  the  colonies  in  New- 
[England  of  this  information,  and  commands  them  forthwith 
Ito  make  their  right  and  title,  both  of  foil  and  government, 
tto  appear  before  him  at  Whitehall,  or  elfe  he  would  proceed 
|fo  and  fo,  Sec. 

1679.  In  obedience  to  the  king's  command,  the  colony 
>f  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  plantations  made  their  ad- 
Irefs  to  his  majefly,  claiming  only  right  to  the  government 
>f  the  Narraganfet,  by  virtue  of  the  charter,  and  laid  no 
:laim  to  the  foil,  defiring  his  majefly  would  beflow  it  on 
fhem.  The  colony  of  Connecticut  employed  one  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Hains  to  carry  the  addrefs  to  his  majefly,  laying  no 
:laim  to  the  foil,  but  to  the  government  by  virtue  of  a  prior 
:harter  to  the  charter  of  Rhode-Ifland,  Sec.  Major  Ather- 
ton's  afTociates  made  their  addrefs  to  his  majefly,  and  claimed 
fhe  foil  by  virtue  of  purchafe  from  the  natives. 

The  commiflioners  of  the  united  colonies  (fo  called  from 
[heir  annual  meeting)  laid  the  matter  before  his  majefly  in 

very  methodical  manner,  laying  no  claim  either  to  foil  or 
government,  only  Connecticut  aforefaid,  as  by  their  feveral 
[ddreffes  to  his  majefly  may  more  plainly  appear. 

1683.  Upon  thefe  feveral  addrefles,  his  majefly  grants  a 
|ommifTion  to  Edward  Cranfield,Efq.  Mr.  Samuel  Shrimton, 

id  fundry  other  perfons,  to  examine  into  the  right  with  the 

:verai  claims,  and  to  make  a  report  thereof  to  his  majefly. 
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In  the  fame  year,  in  obedience  to  his  majefty's  commands, 
the  faid  Edward  Cranfield,  Efq.  with  a  competent  number  of 
the  perfons,  convened  at  Mr.  Richard  Smith's  houfe,  in  the 
Narraganfet  country  ;  where  was  the  greateft  appearance  of 
the  moft  ancient  Englifh  and  Indians  that  were  then  living 
(that  the  like  can  never  be  again)  to  teftify  to  the  truth  of 
their  knowledge,  Sec.  And  from  thence  the  comrniffioners 
adjourned  to  Bofton. 

1 683.  Edward  Cranfield,  Efq.  and  the  reft  of  the  perfons 
commiffionated,  that  met,  made  their  report  to  his  majefty 
in  full  and  ample  manner,  declaring  that  the  government  of 
faid  country  belonged  to  the  colony  ot  Connecticut,  and  the 
foil  to  Major  A  thereon  and  his  ailbciates. 

1685.  Upon  this  report,  his  majefty,  king  James  H.  de- 
clares his  pleafure,  and  grants  a  commiftion  to  Col.  Jofeph 
Dudley  for  the  government  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay,  &c. 
Narraganfet  country  or  king's  province  being  included  in  it. 

1686.  Col.  Dudley  exerts  the  government  of  the  faid 
Narraganfet,  and  takes  pofleflion  thereof ;  eftablifhes  courts 
of  judicature,  and  conftitutes  officers  proper  for  fuch  courts, 
and  made  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  did  all  adls  fuitable  for 
a  government ;  and  all  perfons,  there  inhabiting,  fubmitted 
to  it.  In  the  fame  year,  Sir  Edmond  Andros  came  into 
New-England  governor  of  the  MafTachufetts,  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  Narraganfet,  and  Rhode-Ifiand.  The  prefident  and 
council  having  examined  the  right  and  titles  of  Major  Ather-i 
ton  and  aflbciates  to  the  lands  of  the  Narraganfet,  by  them 
claimed,  approved  and  allowed  thereof. 

1689.     The  MafTachufetts  feized  their  governor  and  im-i 
prifoned  him,  and  overthrew  the  government.     After  fomdj 
time  he  made  his  efcape  from  them,  and  came  to  Rhode 
Ifland  for  fafety  ;  but  the  people  there  following  the  exam 
pie  of  the  MafTachufetts,  imprifoned  him,  and  delivered  him 
up  to  thofe  that  before  imprifoned  him. 

From  that  time  forward  to  this  day,  the  ftrongeft  party, 
in  Rnode-Ifland,  Sec.  who  imprifoned  their  governor,  hav* 
ruled  with  a  high  hand,  by  virtue  of  their  charter,  and  com- 
pelled, by  force,  the  people  of  Narraganfet  to  fubmit  to 
them,  and  are  now  felling  and  difpofing  their  old  proprie- 
tors  and  rights  to  whom  they  fee  good. 

*  Francis  Brinjley 
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Charles  the  Second's  Letter  to  the  Governor  and 
Magistrates  of  Rhode-Island. 

Charles  R. 

T  nifty  and  well-beloved,  we  greet  you  well. 

WHEREAS  in  purfuance  of  an  order  of  ocr  privy 
council  of  the  4th  of  December  lad,  directing  our 
beloved  fubjects,   William  Stoughton  and  Peter  Buckley, 
agents  for  the  corporation  of  the  Maflachufetts-Bay  in  New- 
England,  to  fhow  by  what  authority  or  title  Simon  Broad- 
ftreet,  deputy-governor,  and  other  inhabitants  of  that  colony, 
had,  by  a  printed  paper  called  an  advertifement,  dated  at 
Bofton  the  30th  of  July  lad,  laid  claim  to  the  lands  of  Nar- 
raganfet  and  Niantick  country,  called  the  king's  province  \ 
they  the  fa  id  agents  did  declare,  that  the  government  of  the 
MafTachufetts  is  not  at  all  concerned  in  this  claim,  but  only 
ibme  inhabitants  who  had  purchafed  thofe  lands  from  the 
Indian  fachems  :    And  whereas  our  well-beloved  fubjects, 
Randall  Houlden  and  John  Green,  deputies  of  the  town  of 
Warwick  in  the  colony  of  Rhode-Iiland,  have  certified  our 
faid  privy  council  of  their  certain  knowledge,  as  having  in- 
habited the  country  for  above  forty  years,  that  never  any  le- 
gal purchafe  had  been  made  thereof  from  the  Indians  by  the 
Maltachufetts  or  any  others  ;  and  there  likewife  being  pro- 
duced an  act  of  the  voluntary  fubmiflion  of  the  chief  fachems 
and  the  reft  of  the  princes,  together  with  the  reft  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Narraganfet,  unto  the  government  of  our  late 
royal  father,  of  blefted  memory,  together  with  two  declara- 
tions made  by  our  commiflioners  on  the  20th  of  March  and 
8th  of  April,  1664  >  whereby  it  appears  that  they  had  then 
received  from  fome  of  the  principal  fachems  of  the  Narra- 
ganfet Indians,  a  furrender  of  themfelves,  their  fubjects,  and 
their  lands  to  our  government  and  difpofe,  not  only  by  their 
perfonal  acknowledgments  and  fending  us  prefents,  but  by 
putting  into  the  hands  of  our  faid  commiflioners  the  deed 
aforementioned,  of  the  19th  of  April,  1644  ;  and  that  as  for 
the  pretended  purchafes  made  by  major  Atherton,  and  others 
of  MafTachufetts  colony,  our  faid  commiflioners  did  then 
declare  the  faid  purchafes  to  be  void,  ordering  the  purchas- 
ers to  have  the  ufe  and  poffeflion  of  thofe  lands,  and  that  the 
E  e         \VoL  v.]  magiftrates 
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magiflrates  of  Rhode-Ifland  fhould  exercife  the  authority  of 
juftices  of  the  peace  in  the  Narraganfet  country,  by  them 
called  the  king's  province,  and  do  whatever  they  mould 
think  fit  for  the  peace  and  fafety  thereof,  until  our  further 
pleafure  mould  be  known,  (we  having  taken   the  premifes 
into  our  royal  confederation,  have  thought  fit  hereby  ftridiy 
to  will  and  require  you  to  take  care  that  all  things  relating 
to  the  faid  Narraganfet  country,  or  the  king's  province,  be 
left  in  the  fame  condition  as  now  they  are,  or  have  lately 
been  in,  as  to  the  pofFeflion  and  government  thereof),  and 
the  abfoliite  and  immediate  fovereignty,  as  well  as  the  par* 
ticular  property  of  all  the  country  appertaining  by  the  fur- 
render  of  the  fachems  to  be  vefted  in,  our  farther  pleafure 
is,  that  you  do  forthwith  fignify  to  all  perfons  within  your 
government,  who  pretend   any  right  or  title  to  the  foil  or 
government  of  the  laid  land,  that  they  do  with  all  fpeed,  by 
the  firft  convenience,  fend  over  hither  perfons  fufriciently 
-empowered  and  inftructed  to  make  their  right  and  title  ap-| 
pear  to  us  ;  and  that  upon  default  thereof,  we  will  proceed 
to  give  fuch  order  for  the  government  and  fettlement  of  the 
faid  province,  as  we  fhall  judge  to  be  mod  confident  with  I 
juftice  and  the  good  of  fuch  our  fubjecls  who  do  already  in- 
habit, or  fhall  defire  to  make  any  further  improvement  within  I 
the  faid  province  :     And  whereas  we  have  been  humbly  in-  | 
formed  by  our  well-beloved  fubjecl,  John  Crowne,  gentleman, 
that  his  father,  William  Crowne,  had  fuftained  great  lofs  by 
our  furrendering  Nova-Scotia  unto  the  French  ;  of  part  of  I 
which  country  he  was  proprietor,  and  therefore  praying  us  I 
to  grant  unto  him  the  land  of  Mount  Hope  in  New-Eng-  I 
land,  in  compenfation  thereof;  and  we  having  referred  the  J 
confideration  of  this  his  humble  fuit  to  .the  lords  of  the  com-  | 
mittee  of  our  privy  council  for  foreign  plantations,  and  have  | 
received  their  opinion  about  that  matter  ;  it  appears  to  them 
that  the  faid  land  did  belong  to  fachem  Philip  and  his  ad- 
herents, and  was  conquered  by  our  fubjects  of  New-England, 
in  the  late  war  againft  the  Indians,  not  without  great  charge 
and  bloodfhed  ;  we  have  thought  hereby  to  fignify  the  fame 
to  you,  together  with  our  pleafure  that  you  forthwith  certify 
unto  what  right  or  title  any  of  our  colonies  there  may  pre- 
tend unto  the  faid  country,  and  alfo  the  true  extent,  value, 
and  property  of  the  faid  lands  of  Mount  Hope,  with  the*j 
grounds  and  evidences  of  their  refpedlive  claims,  if  any  fhall 

be 
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be  made,  that  we  ma/  thereupon  be  enabled  to  give  fuch 
further  directions  and  orders  as  may  fuit  with  our  royal  juf- 
tice  and  bounty  ;  and  we  cannot  but  upon  thisoccafion  take 
notice  to  that  we  have  not  hitherto  received  from  you,  or 
any  other  of  the  faid  colony,  the  leaf!  intimation,  much  lefs 
account  of  the  conqueft,'  claim,  or  difpofal  of  the  faid  coun- 
try, not  doubting  but  for  the  future  you  will  be  more  careful 
to  advertife  us  or  our  privy  council  of  matters  of  this  kind, 
and  which  do  any  way  relate  to  our  prerogative  and  author- 
ity ;  and  fo  we  bid  you  farewell. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall  the  12th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1678-9,  in  the  one  and  thirtieth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majefty's  command. 

Sunderland, 

To  our  trufty  and  well-beloved,  the 
Governor  and  Magiftrates  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  in 
New-England,  now  for  the  time 
being. 

Address  of  the  Governor  and  General  Assembly  of 
Rhode-Island  to  Charles  II. 

Dread  Sovereign, 

|N  true  loyalty  we  mod  humbly  render  your  royal  majefty, 
L  an  account  of  our  receiving  your  gracious  letter  to  us  by 
he  hands  of  your  faithful  fubjecls,  captain  Randall  Houlden 
pd  captain  John  Green,  bearing  date  at  your  royal  court  at 
Whitehall  the  12th  of  February,  1678-9,  and  alfo  your  ma- 
fty's  letters  to  your  colonies  Maflachufetts,  Plymouth,  and 
annecticut,  which  we  have  taken  efpecial  care  to  deliver 
your  feveral  governments,  according  to  your  royal  direc- 
ts ;  and  as  to  your  royal  commands  to  us,  we  do,  with  all 
leerfulnefs  and  alacrity,  yield  obedience,  and  to  the  utmoft 
our  ability  and  power  fhall,  fo  far  as  God  doth  enable  us, 
idily  and  faithfully  be  obedient  to  your  royal  commands, 
rmerly  and  now,  and  alfo  to  fuch  as  your  majefty,  in  your 
fdom  and  juftice,  fhallpleafe  for  the  future  to  lay  upon  us, 
r  the  maintaining  and  upholding  your  honour  and  intereft, 
d  the  good  and  welfare  of  your  majefty's  colony  of  Rhode- 

Ifland 
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Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  in  New-England  in  Ame^ 
rica  ;  and  concerning  the  late  war  with  the  Indians,  we 
render  your  majefty  this  account  :  It  began  in  June,  1675, 
and  broke  forth  between  the  fachem  Philip  and  the  colony 
of  New-Plymouth,  and  was  profecuted  by  the  three  united 
colonies,  as  they  term  themfelves,  and  afterwards  feveral 
other  nations  of  the  Indians  were  concerned  in  laid  war, 
whereby  many  or  moft  of  your  majefty's  fubjects  in  thefe 
parts  were  greatly  diftreiTed  and  ruined  ;  but  this  your  ma- 
jefty's  colony  not  being  concerned  in  the  faid  war,  only  as, 
neceftity  requires  for  the  defence  of  their  lives  and  what  they 
could  of  their  eftates,  and  as  countrymen  and  fellow-fubjecls, 
did  with  our  boats  and  provilions  affift  and  relieve  our 
neighbours  ;  we  being  no  other  ways  concerned,  cannot  ren- 
der at  prefent  your  majefty  a  full  and  ample  account  of  thefe 
affairs. 

Only  this  we  are  bold  to  inform  your  majefty,  that  fachem 
Philip,  the  beginner  of  this  war,  was  flain  in  Mount  Hope 
Neck,  where  the  war  began,  by  an  Indian  belonging  to  this 
your  majefty's  colony  ;  he  was  one  of  a  fmall  company  under 
die  command  of  a  captain  of  Rhode-Ifland,  in  this  your 
majefty's  colony,  who  was  then  in  the  engagement  with  a 
captain  of  Plymouth  forces  voluntary. 

And  moft  gracious  Sovereign,  we  humbly  beg  your  par- 
don for  our  remifsnefs  in  not  giving  your  majefty  an  account 
fooner  (fo  far  as  we  are  able)  of  thefe  wars  and  troubles,  in 
hopes  for  the  future  we  (hall  be  more  careful  and  obfervant. 
Concerning  that  tract  of  land  called  Mount  Hope  Neck,  thafc 
belonged  to  fachem  Philip  and  adherents,  and  were  con- 
quered by  your  majefty's  fubjects  of  New-England  in  the^ 
late  Indian  war,  the  contents  thereof  is  about  fevcn  thoufancfc 
acres,  a  plat  thereof  we  have  caufed  to  be  taken,  and  there-, 
with  prefent  to  your  royal  majefty ;  the  foil  thereof  is  for. 
the  moft  part  fertile  ;  the  value  is  efteemed  to  be  £.30.001 
fterling,  as  now  it  is  uncultivated,  the  fituation  thereof  be-, 
ing  on  the  eaftward  of  Narraganfet-bay  ;  and  we  humbly 
conceive,  by  your  majefty's  gracious  charter  granted,  th$ 
eafterly  bounds  whereof  extendeth  itfel-f  to  the  eaftward  oS 
the  faid  bay  three  Englifh  miles,  within  which  limits  th& 
faid  land  called  Mount  Hope  Neck,  or  the  greater  part,  there? 
is  fituate  ;  but  it  was,  by  your  majefty's  honourable  com*. 
miffioners  within  thefe  parts  of  your  majefty's  territories, 

fettle * 
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fettled  to  be  under  the  government  of  your  majefty's  colony 
of  New-Plymouth,  until  your  majefty's  pleafure  were  further 
known. 

And  moft  dread  Sovereign,  we,  in  all  humble  manner, 
implore  and  beg  your  excellent  majefty,  in  your  gra- 
cious clemency  and  wifdom,  to  take  the  prefent  condition 
of  your  poor  fubjects  of  this  your  majefty's  colony  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  and  king's  province,  into 
your  confederation,  that  thofe  lands  being  within  the  lim- 
its of  your  gracious  charter  to  us,  alfo  fettled  upon  us  by 
your  honorable  cornmiftioners,  and  now  confirmed  by  your 
royal  letters  above  expreffed,  notwithftanding  the  united  and 
confederate  colonies,  as  they  term  themfelves,  have  endeav- 
oured to  infult  over  your  loyal  people,  and  have  forbidden 
us  the  exercife  of  your  royal  pleafure  as  to  the  government 
thereof ;  and  alfo  have,  as  we  are  informed,  confuked  to 
difpofe  of  laid  province  lands  as  their  conqueft,  though  we 
know  fuch  knds  are  only  to  be  at  your  royal  pleafure,  which 
was  the  natives,  unpurchafed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  your 
I  majefty 's  colony. 

And  that  your  majefty  will  pleafe,  in  your  benign  favour 
I  and  bounty,  to  give  and  grant  unto  us  the  privilege  and  lib- 
lerty  of  the  free  and  clear  enjoyments  and  pofTeffion  of  all 
I  thofe  lands-,  by  your  majefty's  fubje&s  of  this  colony  for- 
merly legally  purchafed  by  them  of  the  native  Indians,  that 
thereby  your  majefty's  fubjecls  may  be  the  better  enabled  to 
yield  all  due  allegiance  and  obedience  unto  your  majefty's 
authority  in  this  your  colony,  not  doubting  your  majefty,  in 
your  princely  clemency,  will  be  pleafed  to  encourage  the  fet- 
tlement  and  increafe  of  this  your  majefty's  colony,  have  been 
conftrained,  for  want  of  lands,  to  remove  themfelves  and  ef- 
rates  into  other  colonies,  to  great  weakening  and  impoverish- 
ing of  this  your  majefty's  colony.  The  youth  of  this  colony 
being  undifpofed  to  live  under  any  other  government,  being 
naturally  inclined  unto  true  loyalty,  as  was  and  is  their  pre- 
deceffors,  who  ever  had  a  loathing  to  any  ufurped  power  re- 
pugnant to  your  royal  pleafure  and  authoriry,  and  therefore 
humbly  befeech  your  majefty  that  ftich  of  this  your  colony 
that  want  fettlements,  may  be  fupplied  out  of  thofe  vacant 
lands,  unfettled  in  your  province,  before  any  other,  and  it 
may  be  enjoyed  upon  the  fame  terms  as  is  exprelt  in  your 
gracious  charter  to  us. 

And 
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And  dread  fovereign,  we,  in  all  humble  bounden  duty, 
proftrate  our  real,  true,  hearty,  thankful  acknowledgments 
unto  your  facred  majefty  for  all  the  former  and  prefent  royal i 
favours  and  bounty  to  us  thefe  poor  fubjects  of  this  your 
colony,  fo  often  and  fo  graciou fly  extended,  which  we  hope 
will  be  continued  ;  and  alfb  our  humble,  thankful  return 
unto  your  majefty  for  thofe  your  gracious  favours  on  our  be- 
half offered  to  our  honored  neighbours  and  friends,  captain 
Randall  Houlden  and  captain  John  Green  ;  and  we  return 
hearry  praifes  to  God  Almighty  for  your  maj-efty's  wonderful 
prefervations  and  deliverance  late  from  the  hellifh  confpiracy 
and  plot  againft  the  life  of  your  facred  majefty  and  the  fub- 
verlion  of  the  chriftian  religion  in  your  kingdom,  with  our 
hearty  prayers  to  God  to  grant  your  majefty  a  long  and  hap- 
py and  profperous  reign  •  we  humbly  proftrate  ourfelves  and 
lives  tp  your  majefty's  feet,  and  in  bounden  duty  remain 
your  majefty's  mod  loyal,  faithful  fubjects  and  humble  fer- 
vants.  Signed  by  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  General 
AfTembly  of  your  royal  majefty's  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland 
and  Providence  Plantations. 

John  Cranston,  Governor. 
Rhode-Ifland,  Auguft  i,  1679. 

Letter  of  the  Commissioners  of    the  United  Colo- 
nies of  New-England  respecting  Mount  Hope,  j 

Right  Honorable, 

IN  obfervance  of  our  duty  and  allegiance  to  his  dread 
majefty,  our  gracious  fovereign,  and  in  obedience  to  his 
commands  by  his  letter  directed  feverally  to  the  governors 
of  his  majefty's  united  colonies  in  New-England,  given  at 
his  royal  court  at  Whitehall,  February  12,  1678-9,  we  per- 
ceiving, by  mutual  advice,  that  his  majefty's  letters  aforefaid, 
to  each  of  thefe  colonies,  are  of  the  fame  import,  containing 
like  commands  of  an  account  of  the  contents  of  the  lands  of 
Mount  Hope  and  Narraganfet,  Szc.  which,  in  the  late  wars 
with  the  barbarous  natives,  our  neighbours,  were  taken  out 
of  their  hands,  we  crave  leave  to  give  your  Honours  this 
account  following  ;  as  for  the  immediate  and  more  apparent 
occailon  of  the  faid  war  with  the  natives,  the  progrefs  and 
confequence  thereof,  the  printed  narrative,  which  we  here- 
with 
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with  remit  to  your  Honours,  although  the  labour  of  a  pri- 
vate hand,  yet  for  the  fubftance  thereof  doth  truly  fet  forth 
the  fame.  Neverthelefs  we  have  (as  we  apprehend)  juft 
ground  not  only  to  fear,  but,  without  the  breach  of  the  rules 
of  charity,  to  conclude,  that  thofe  malicious  defigns,  the 
Jefuits  (thofe  grand  enemies  to  his  majefty's  crown,  as  well 
as  to  the  proteftant  religion,  by  us  profeiTed)  have  had  their 
influences  in  the  contrivement  thereof,  and  of  the  certainty 
thereof  we  have  been  credibly  informed  by  both  Indians  and 
Englifh,  at  home  and  abroad. 

And  for  thofe  lands  of  Mount  Hope,  although  Philip 
(what  the  Indians,  over  whom  he  was  fachem,  pofTefied  the 
fame  ;)  yet  they  are  not  fo  properly  to  be  called  conquered 
lands,  but  fuch  whofe  Indians  claim  therein,  and  title  thereof, 
is  now  forfeited  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  of  the  faid  col- 
ony by  the  breach  of  covenant  with  them. 

And  we  thus  apprehend  for  thefe  reafons* 

1.  In  that  the  lands  are  indubitably  within  the  limits  and 
bounds  of  his  majefty's  colony  of  New-Plymouth,  contained 
within  the  exprefs  limits  of  his  royal  charter,  and  thereht 
granted,  and  are  within  the  bounds  of  an  Englifh  town  of 

lat  colony,  planted  by  them  near  feventy  years  fince,  called 
Secunke  and  Swanfey. 

2.  Philip,  fachem,  and  all  thofe  Indians  under  him,  were 
rderly  fubjected  to  his  majefty's  government  there  fettled 
y  authority  of  faid  charter,  as  by  fundry  inftruments  under 
le  hand  and  feals  of  the  faid  Philip  and  his  chief  men,  as 

ay  fully  be  made  appear. 

3.  The  neceflity  as  well  as  juftice  of  faid  war  on  the  part 
f  the  Englifh,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  lives  and  eftates 
f  his  majefty's  good  fubjects  there  fettled,  the  printed  narr- 
ative above  mentioned  doth  fully  declare,  and  we  have  no 
eafon  to  doubt  but  will  be  to  full  fatisfa&ion. 

As  to  the  contents  and  value  of  faid  lands,  called  Mount 
-lope,  they  have  been  formerly  efteemed  at  7000  acres,  but 
pon  a  late  furvey  do  appear  to  be  of  lefs  quantity  ;  and  for 
le  value,  its  advance  is  the  more  confidcrable,  by  reafon  of 
:s  fituation  near  the  fea,  and  fo  may  be  fome  accommoda- 
on  to  that  colony  for  a  place  of  trade,  (otherwife  the  im- 
rovement  and  benefit  thereof  would  be  very  inconfiderable) 
tid  an  invaluable  fum  towards  New-Plymouth  part  of  dif- 
urfements,  which,  in  the  whole,  hath  been  more  than  one 
undred  thoufand  pounds.  As 
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As  for  the  propofal  made  in  behalf  of  Mr.  William 
Crowne,  we  may  truly  inform  your  honours,  that  neither  his 
former  loffes,  which  were  rather  imaginary  than  real,  nor 
his  prefent  demeanence  feem  fuch  fo  to  us  as  mould  highly 
deferve  of  his  majefty,T3eing  rather  a  burthen  and  differvice 
where  he  hath  been,  than  otherwife,  and  particularly  to  one 
of  our  plantations  fettled  before  the  late  unhappy  war,  where 
himfelf  (as  well  as  others)  had  good  accommodations  freely 
granted  him,  but  very  unhappy  difquicts  attended  that  plan- 
tation during  his  refidence  there. 

As  for  thefe  lands  of  Narraganfet,  they  are  included  in  his 
majefty's  charter  granted  to  Connecticut,  and  fo  regularly 
under  the  government  thereof,  and  before  the  wars  began, 
were  peaceably  fettled  with  inhabitants  in  feveral  parts 
thereof,  in  right  of  purchafe  from  the  Indians,  and  were 
likely  to  have  been  a  fiourifhing  plantation,  under  the  coun- 
tenance of  his  majeftVs  government  there  fettled  by  hisj 
gracious  letters  patent  to  that  colony  under  the  broad  feal,- 
and  by  particular  commands  to  other  of  the  colonies  freely, 
requiring  their  afliftance  ot  them. 

But  iince  the  war,  thofe  parts  are  difturbed  by  fundry  who 
do  intrude  themfelves  upon  them  by  the  countenance  of  the 
governor  of  Rhode-Ifland  (as  they  allege)  and  are  an  un- 
governed  people,  incapable  to  advance  his  majefty's  intereflj 
or  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  their  neighbours.  As  for  the 
acls  of  his  majefty's  commiflioners,  1664,  we  hope  none  of 
their  conclufions  were  intended  to  contradict  his  majefty's 
charters  granted  to  his  good  fubjeds  here,  efpecially  confid- 
ering  the  abfence  of  colonel  Nichols,  when  fuch  conclufions 
were  drawn  up  by  others  of  them,  without  whofe  concur- 
rence their  ads  (as  their  commiffion  exhibited  declines  to1* 
us)  were  invalid. 

We  humbly  crave  to  propofe,  that  it  will  be  moft  difficult,  j 
if  not  impotfible,  for  the  feveral  claimcrs  of  right  in  that 
country,  now  refident  in  thofe  colonies,  to  defend  their  in-*- 
tereft  before  his  majefty's  privy  council ;  the  whole  eftate  of| 
many  of  them  not  being  fufficient  to  tranfport  them  over! 
feas,  or  fupply  the  management  of  an  cafy  defence  at  fuch  a 
diftance,  whence  they  muft  inevitably  fink  under  the  burden! 
of  the  lofs  of  all,  if  his  majefty  be  not  pleafed,  in  his  royalf 
wifdom,  to  order  fome  other  expedient  to  an  ifTue. 

The  Englifh  of  thefc  colonies  having,  by  his  majefty'S' 

goodf 
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good  leave,  under  fecurity  of  his  letters  patent,  removed 
themfelves  into  the  remote  wildernefs  near  fifty  years  now 
pad,  they  have  confidence  that  the  malice  of  their  adverfa- 
ries,  by  their  private  intimations  and  unjuft  reproaches,  fhali 
now  prevail  to  diftu'rb  them  in  their  fo  orderly  a  fettlement. 

We  humbly  offer  to  your  honours'  hands  thefe  brief  inti- 
mations, which  we  humbly  intreat  your  honours'  favour  and 
candor,  fo  far  as  to  communicate  and  lay  before  his  majefty, 
as  in  your  wifdom  you  may  judge  a  fervice  to  his  majedy's 
intereft  and  benefit  to  his  good  fubjedts  here.  A  more  and 
particular  anfwer  to  his  majefty's  demands,  as  the  colonies 
may  be  feverally  concernedj  we  mail  refer  to  their  General 
Court  at  prefent. 

Honorable  Sirs,  we  take  leave  to  fubfcribe  ourfelves  your 
mofr  humble  fervants,  the  commiffioners  of  the  united  pro- 
vinces and  colonies  in  New-England — MafTachufetts,  Ply- 
mouth, and  Connecticut — in  and  by  the  fpecial  order  of 
fcach  refpective  government. 

Thomas  Hinckley^         Thomas  Danforth,  Prefid. 
John  Allen,  jofeph  Dudley, 

James  Richards.  Jofiah  Winflow^ 

Bojion,  in  New -England,  Auguft  25,  1679. 


jA  TRUE  AND  BRIEF  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  JUST  AND  LEGAL 
RIGHT  WHICH  WE  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SUBJECTS  PETITION- 
ING   HAVE    OF    LANDS   IN  THE  NaRRAGANSET  COUNTRY 

and  parts  adjacent,  in  his  majesty's  dominions 
in  New-England.     In  all  humility  presented. 

WE  his  majefly's  mod  loyal  fubjedls  have  derived 
our  interest  long  fince  purchased  our  lands  from 
the  chief  fachems  of  that  country,  from  whom  we  have  re- 
ceived legal  and  authentic  deeds  for  all  our  lands,  under  their 
hands  and  feals  refpectively,  with  legal  poiTeiTion  of  the  fame 
unto  us  by  the  faid  fachems  ;  the  laft  w'hereof  was  abouc 
nineteen  years  fince,  in  the  prefence  of  feveral  hundred  of 
Englifh  and  Indians,  and  the  weight  of  the  money  from  us 
by  the  faid  fachems  and  their  interpreters  at  fundry  times 
under  their  hands  and  feals,  manifefting  their  free  confent 
o  all  our  grants,  Sec. 
?,dly.     The  fachems  had  fubje&ed  themfelves  and  people 
F  f         iyQu  v.]  to 
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to  our  fovereign  lord  the  king  his  government  in  and  by  th€ 
united  colonies  in  New-England  ;  and  all  the  faid  colonies 
having  aflented  and  approved  of  our  purchafe  rights  in  faid 
countries,  and  have  by  their  feveral  acts  and  inftruments 
inanifefted  the  fame,  and  in  particular  by  their  late  letter  and 
humble  addrefs  to  his  facred  majefty  ;  for  our  deed  and  evi- 
dences being  registered,  and  remain  in  divers  courts  of  re- 
cord unto  this  day. 

3dly.  His  majefty  was  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  allow  and 
confirm  our  rights  to  the  lands  aforefaid  by  his  royal  letters 
to  the  feveral  colonies,  dated  21ft  June,  1663. 

4thly.  The  chief  fachems  of  the  faid  country  did  in  the 
time  of  the  late  bloody  rebellion  of  Philip  (before  alfo  they 
revolted)  by  their  delegates  ratify  and  confirm  all  and  lingu- 
lar the  grants  of  the  lands  aforefaid  unto  us  the  proprietors, 
as  by  the  feventh  article  of  their  treaty,  now  printed,  may 
appear,  Sec. 

And  whereas  'it  hath  been  falfely  affirmed  by  one  John 
Green  and  Randall  Houlden,  of  Warwick,  that  the  lands  of 
the  Narraganfet  were  never  purchafed  legally  by  any,  but! 
that  the  Ipdians  gave  all  their  lands  to  king  Charles  the  firft, 
of  blen^edr1  memory,  which  they  would  feem  to  prove  by  a 
declaration  taken  out  of  Mr.  Gorton's  book  :  To  this  we 
anfwer, 

1  ft.  That  part  of  the  lands  aforefaid  were  purchafed  by 
Mr.  Roger  Williams,  yet  living,  and  by  Mr.  Richard  Smith, 
deceafed,  above  forty  years  ago,  and  poflefled  to  this  day  by 
his  fon,  Mr.  Richard  Smith. 

2dly.  That  the  fubjection  of  the  Indians,  their  land  and 
their  people,  to  his  majefty,  by  that  inftrument,  was,  as  we 
humbly  conceive,  no  other  than  a  putting  themfelves  unde? 
the  protection  and  owning  the  foVereignty  of  the  king  of 
England,  as  his  loyal  fubjedls,  which  was  the  fame  that  the 
Indians  have  ordinarily  done  in  Plymouth  colony  of  old,  and 
defiring  to  live  in  amity  and  peace  with  the  Englifh  under 
his  majefty's  refpective  governments. 

2dly.  Whereas  it  is  objected,  three  of  his  majefty's  com-? 
miflioners,  viz.  Sir  Robert  Carr,  George  Cartwright,  Samuel 
Maverick,  Efqrs.  did,  in  the  year  1664,  under  their  hand 
and  feals,  make  null  all  the  deeds  and  evidences  we  the  faidr 
proprietors  had  for  the  faid  land,  and  ftill  have,  ordering  all 
the  tenants  and  inhabitants  to  go  off  and  quit  their  intereft 

and 
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j  and  pofTeffions  of  thofe  lands  by  fuch  a  time,  but  with  this 
provifo  or  limitation,  that  the  Indians  mould  forthwith  pay 
j  unto  the  Englifh  proprietors  1053  fathom  of  wampompeage. 
To  which  we  reply, 

1  ft,  That  the  faid  commiffioners  (under  favour)  had  no 
power,  by  his  majefty's  faid  commiffion,  fo  to  determine, 
much  lefs,  without  legal  procefs,  to  null  or  make  void  any 
title  of  lands,  or  difpofTefs  any  of  his  majefty's  good  fubjects 
of  their  juft  rights  in  thefe  parts. 

2dly,  If  it  be  admitted,  that  the  faid  commiflioners  had 
power  to  put  out  men  of  their  pofTeffions,  which  they  had 
then  quietly  enjoyed,  fome  above  thirty  years,  yet  there  being 
no  act  they  could  do  by  virtue  of  their  commiffion  valid 
or  binding,  except  colonel  Richard  Nichols  was  with  them 
as  chief,  and  to  have  the  decifive  vote,  as  by  faid  commiffion 
may  appear. 

3dly,  But  faid  colonel  Nichols  was  then  many  hundred 
miles  off,  therefore,  Sec.  If  it  be  granted  (which  we  can- 
not but  deny)  that  what  the  nrft  named  three  commiflioners 
then  did,  was  by  their  commiffion,  and  according  to  law,  yet 
the  provifo  or  condition  thereof,  viz.  that  the  Indians  fhould 
forthwith  pay  to  the  proprietors  fo  many  fathom  of  wam- 
pompeage, being  not  performed,  their  faid  act  is  void. 

4thly,  That  notwithstanding  whatfoever  thofe  three  com- 
miffioners aforefaid  had  done,  or  pretended  to  do,  about  dif- 
pofTeffing  our  tenants  the  inhabitants,  or  deftroying  the  titles 
f  our  proprieties,  yet  upon  better  confideration,  the  faid 
colonel  Nichols,  and  the  reft  of  the  faid  commiflioners,  did, 
y  feveral  inftruments  under  their  hands  and  feals,  make 
ull  and  void  the  fame.     By  all  this  may  appear  the  abfurd- 
icy  and  invalidity  of  the  allegations  and  pleas  of  the  faid 
iHoulden  and  Green  againft  the  rights  and  juft  intereft  of 
lus  the  proprietors  in  the  lands  aforefaid. 
[     All  which  we  the  faid  proprietors  are  ready  to  prove  and 
■make  good,  by  legal  deeds  and  the  teftimonies  of  perfons  yet 
■alive  upon  the  place,  at  any  time  when  and  before  whom 
■his  majefty  fhall  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  commiflionate  to 
■hear  and  determine  the  juftice  and  legality  thereof. 

Your  majefty's  moft  humble  and  moft  loyal  fubjects,  for 
and  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  faid  proprietors  the 
petitioners,  Richard  Wharton, 

Elisha  Hutchinson, 
inno  16  So,  John  Safjin. 
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Charles  the  Second's  Commission  to  Edward  Cran- 
field  and  others  to  examine  into  the  claims 
and  Titles  to  the  Narraganset  Country. 

Charles  R. 

CHARLES  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of 
England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of 
the  faith,  &c.  to  our  trufty  and  well-beloved  Edward  Cran- 
field,  Efq.  our  lieutenant-governor  and  commander  in  chief 
of  New-Hampfhire,  and  to  William  Stoughton,  Jofeph  Dud- 
ley, Edward  Randolph,  Samuel  Shrimton,  John  Fitz  Win- 
throp,  Edward  Palmer,  John  Pynchon,  jun.  and  Nathaniel 
SaitbnfTall,  jun.  Efqrs.  greeting.  Whereas  for  the  quieting 
of  all  difputes  that  hath  arifen  concerning  the  right  of  pro- 
priety to  the  jurifdidlion  and  foil  of  a  certain  trad:  of  land 
within  our  dominion  of  New-England,  called  the  King's 
Province  or  Narraganfet  Country,  we  have  thought  fit  t 
caufe  fl-ridf.  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  feveral  titles  an 
pretenfions  which  are  claimed  or  challenged  thereunto  ;— 
Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we,  repofing  efpecial  truft  and  con 
fidence  in  the  prudent  fidelity  and  cireumfpeftion  of  you 
the  laid  Edward  Cranfield,  William  Stoughton,  Jofeph  Dud 
ley,  Edward  Randolph,  Samuel  Shrimton,  John  Fitz  Win- 
throp,  Edward  Palmer,  John  Pynchon,  jun.  and  Nathanie. 
Saltonftall,  have  afligned,  ordained,  conftituted,  and  ap- 
pointed, and  do  by  thefe  prefents,  ailign,  ordain,  conftitutc, 
and  appoint  you  the  faid  Edward  Cranfield,  William  Stough- 
ton, Jofeph  Dudley,  Edward  Randolph,  Samuel  Shrimton, 
John  Fitz  Winthrop,  Edward  Palmer,  John  Pynchon,  and 
Nathaniel  Saltonftall,  to  be  our  commiffioners  for  examining 
and  inquiring  into  the  refpe&ive  claims  and  titles,  as  well  of 
ourfelves  as  of  all  perfons  or  corporations  whatfoever>  to  the 
immediate  jurifdicfion,  government,  or  propriety  of  the  foil, 
of  or  within  our  province  commonly  called  the  King's  Pror 
vince  or  Narraganfet  Country,  hereby  authorizing  and  em- 
powering you,  or  any  three  of  you,  (whereof  Edward  Cran-  J 
field  or  Edward  Randolph  aforefaid  lhall  be  the  quorum)  to, 
examine  and  inquire  into  the  feveral  titles  above  mentioned, 
and  to  fummon  and  call  before  you  any  perfon  or  perfons, 
and  to  fearch  records,  as  you  {hall  find  requifite  for  your  in- 
formation 
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formation  in  this  behalf  ;  as  alfo  to  take  examinations  upon 
oath  (which  the  governor  and  magiftrates,  under  whofe 
I  refpective  jurifdiction  you  fhall  meet,  are  hereby  required 
2nd  directed  to  adminifter  unto  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  whom 
you  fhall  To  think  fit  to  call  before  you)  for  the  clearing  of 
truth  in  the  cafes  above  mentioned  :  And  your  proceedings 
herein,  with  your  opinions  on  the  matters  that  fhall  be  ex- 
amined by  you,  you  are  to  ftate  and  report  unto  us  with  all 
convenient  fpeed,  to  the  end  we  may,  upon  a  final  deter- 
mination in  our  privy  council,  caufe  impartial  juftice  to  be 
done  and  executed  where  it  fhall  appear  to  belong.  And  fo 
we  bid  you  farewell.  From  our  court  at  Whitehall,  the 
feventeenth  day  of  April,  in  the  five  and  thirtieth  year  of 
our  reign. 

By  his  Majefty's  command. 

Sunderland. 


Summons  of  the  King's  Commissioners  to  all  Per- 
sons claiming  Rights  in  the  Narraganset  Coun- 
try   TO    APPEAR. 


By  his  Majefty's  CommiJJioners  for  examination,  and  inquiring 
into  the  claims  and  titles  to  the  King's  Province,  or  Nar- 
raganfet  Country. 

WHEREAS  by  a  commiflion  from  his  majefty,  bearing 
date  the  17th  of  April,  1683,  Edward  Cranfield, 
William    Stoughton,    Jofeph   Dudley,   Edward  Randolph, 
Samuel  Shrimton,  John  Fitz  Winthrop,  Edward  Palmer, 
Nathaniel  Saltonftall,  and  John  Pynchon,  jun.  Efqrs.    or 
any  three  of  them,  (whereof  Edward  Cranfield  or  Edward 
Randolph  to  be  of  the  quorum)  are  appointed  and  author- 
ized commiflioners  to  examine  and  inquire  into  the  refpect- 
ive  claims  and  titles,  as  well  of  his  majefty  as  of  all  perfons 
or  corporations  whatfoever,  to  the  immediate  jurifdidtion, 
government  or  propriety  of  the  foil  of  a  certain  tract  of  land 
[within  his  majefty's  dominion  of  New-England,  called  the 
Ring's  Province  or  Narraganfet  Country,  and  to  call  before 
hem  any  perfon  or  perfons,  and  to  fearch  records,  as  they 
"  all  find  requifite;  and  their  proceedings  therein,  with  their 
pinions  upon  the  matters  that  ihall  be  examined  by  them, 
0  ftate,  and  with  all  convenient  fpeed  report  thereof  to  make 

to 
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to  his  majefty  :  In  purfuance  whereof,  we  the  commiflion-r 
ers  have  rhought  fit  to  certify  and  publifh  ro  all  perfons  and 
corporations  concerned,  that  we  have  concluded  on  Wed- 
nefday  the  226  of  Auguft  next  to  convene  an  affembly  at 
Mr.  Richard  Smith's  houfe,  in  the  Narraganfet  Country  * 
there  to  hear  and  receive  the  claims,  proofs,  pleas,  and  pre- 
tentions of  all  perfons  whatfoever,  either  in  behalf  of  his  ma- 
jelly  or  any  other  perfons  or  corporations ;  and  that  we  do 
hereby  fummon  and  require  all  perfons  and  corporations 
that  either  poflefs  or  claim  any  right  or  title  to  the  foil  or 
jurifdidtion  of  or  within  the  King's  Province  or  Narraganfet 
Country,  whether  upon  the  main,  between  the  rivers  of 
Providence  and  Pauquatuck,  the  ifland  of  Quononiquut, 
Prudence,  Patience,  or  any  other  iflands  which  now  or  for-.* 
merly  are  or  were  reputed  to  be  part  of  or  belonging  to  the 
Narraganfet  Country,  either  perfonally,  or  by  their  reprefen- 
tatives  or  agents,  fully  inftructed  and  empowered*  to  appear, 
and  give  their  attendance  at  the  time  and  place  aforefaid  ; 
and  produce  all  letters,  acts,  and  orders  from  his  majefty, 
his  council,  or  any  of  his  commiflioners  to  the  refpective 
colonies,  governors,  or  governments,  with  all  fuch  charters, 
deeds,  records,  and  evidences  whatfoever,  that  may  tend  to 
the  clearing  of  truth  herein,  or  authentic  copies  thereof: 
And  whereas,  upon  information  given,  it  is  prefumed,  from 
the  ancient  records  of  the  acts  of  court,  and  of  grants  and 
conveyances  of  land,  kept  at  Rhode-Ifland,  fome  collections 
beneficial  to  his  majefly 's  intereft  may  be  made,  the  faid  col- 
ony of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  is  hereby 
efpecialiy  required  to  produce  ail  fuch  papers,  regiflers,  or 
books  of  record,  as  have  at  any  time  been  kept,  from  the 
year  1640,  or  authentic  copies  thereof,  to. this  day  :  And  to 
the  end  that  all  perfons  and  corporations  concerned  may 
have  feafonable  and  full  notice  hereof,  we  have  ordered  this 
fummons  to  be  printed,  and  fundry  copies  thereof,  attefled. 
by  Mr.  William  Wharton,  (with  particular  letters  under 
our  hands,  directed  to  the  feveral  governors  of  his  majefly's 
colonies  in  New-England)  that  the  fame  may  be  affixed  and 
publifhed  in  all  convenient  places  within  their  refpective 
jurifdictions. 

By  order  of  his  majefly's  com  million  ers.  ,'jL 

William  Wharton,  Regifler.    *h 
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Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  King. 


To  the  King's  moft  excellent  Majefty. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty , 

WHEREAS  your  majefty  hath  been  gracioufly  pleafed, 
by  your  commifnon  under  your  royal  fignet,  bearing 
date  at  Whitehall  the  17th  day  of  April,  in  the  five  and  thir^ 
tieth  year  of  your  reign,  to  conftitute  Edward  Cranfield,  Efq. 
ieutenant-governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  New-Hamp-* 
hire,  William  Stoughton,  Jofeph  Dudley,  Edward  Randolph, 
Samuel  Shrimton,  John  Fitz  Winthrop,  Edward  Palmer, 
John  Pynchon,  and    Nathaniel  Saltonftall,  Efqrs.  or  any 
hree  of  them,  (whereof  Edward  Cranfield  or  Edward  Ran- 
dolph mould  be  oi  the  quorum)  commiftioners  for  inquiring 
nto  the  refpective  claims  and  titles,  as  weil  of  your  majefty 
is  well  as  perfons  and  corporations  whatfoever,  to  the  im- 
mediate jurifdiction  and  propriety  of  foil  to  the  King's  Pro- 
vince or  Narraganfet  Country,  and  to  make  report  of  the 
ame,  with  their  opinions  upon  the  matters  that  fhould  be 
examined  by  them,  that  your  majefty  might  caufe  impartial 
uftice  to  be  done. 

In  humble  obedience  to  your  majefty 's  commands,  we 
our  majefty's  faid  commiftioners,  whofe  names  are  fub- 
:ribed,  do  humbly  offer,  that  upon  receipt  of  your  faid 
:ommifTion,  we,  both  by  our  letters  to  the  feveral  governors 
nd  councils  of  your  colonies,  and  by  printed  fummonfes 
snt  to  them  to  publifh,  if  they  faw  caufe,  in  their  refpective 
urifdiftions,  for  information  of  their  people,  lignified  the 
purport  of  your  faid  commifnon,  and  that  we  had  appointed 
>n  Wednefday,  the  two  and  twentieth  of  Auguft,  to  convene 
t  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Richard  Smith,  in  the  Narraganfet 
Country,  to  receive  all  fuch  information,  evidence,  and 
laim,  as  well  in  your  majefty's  behalf  as  of  all  perfons  and 
jorporations  whatfoever,  as  fhould  be  offered,  with  other 
leceffary  intimations  ;  and  that  upon  the  2 id  of  Auguft  we 
pnvened  at  the  place  aforefaid,  where  captain  John  Allen 
pd  Mr.  John  Wadfworth,  two  of  the  magiftrates  of  Con- 
ecticut  colony,  as  their  agents  ;  Thomas  Hinckley,  Efqf 
lovernor  of  New-Plymouth,  in  perfon,  and  Mr.  Waite 
IVinthrop,  Mr.  Simon  Lynde,  Mr.  John  Saffin,  Mr.  Eiifha 

Hutchinfon, 
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Hutchinfon,  Mr.  Richard  Wharton,  and  Mr.  JoiTiua  Lamb, 
in  their  own  behalfs,  and  as  reprefentatives  for  the  reft  th 
claim  propriety  in  right  of  John  Winthrop,  Efq.  and  majo 
Humphrey.  Atherton  and  partners,  all  appeared  ;  and  afte 
very  dutiful  and  thankful  acknowledgments  of  your  majefty' 
great  and  gracious  care  to  inform  yourfelf,  and  by  your  fin 
determination  to  caufe  impartial  juftice  to  be  done,  -t 
agents  of  Connecticut  and  governor  of  New-Piy mouth,  i 
their  colonies'  behalf,  refpeclively  claimed  jurifdiclion,  b 
patent,  over  the  King's  Province  or  Narraganfet  Country 
and  the  faid  Mr.  Winthrop,  Lynde,  Saffin,  Hutchinfo 
Wharton,  and  Lamb,  entered  their  claims  and  produce 
their  evidences  for  the  foil  of  the  faid  province  and  country 
fundry  other  claims  were  alfo  exhibited  to  feveral  parrs  of 
the  faid  province,  ail  perfons  any  ways  concerned  expreffing 
great  fatisfaclibri  in  and  fubmitting  to  your  majefty's  com- 
mands and  our  proceedings,  except  only  the  government  of 
Rhode-Iflarid  and  Providence  Plantations,  from  whom,  ac- 
cording to  the  informations  given  to  your  majefty's  commif- 
fiorters,  anno  1664,  and  what  was  fome  years  fince  fuggefted 
to  your  majefty  and  council  by  Randall  Houlden  and  John 
Green,  we  expected  farther  information  and  evidence  as  to 
your  majefty's  intereft  and  propriety*  but  inftead  of  their 
colony's  afliftance  in  your  majefty's  concerns,  and  profecu- 
tion  of  their  own  pretentions,  their  General  Affembly  was 
purpofely  called,  and,  as  we  are  informed,  adjourned  in  an 
unlawful   manner  to  a  houfe  in  the  Narraganfet  Country, 
diftant  about  a  mile  from  the  place  of  our  feflion,  who  fens 
us  a  letter,  interdicting  our  proceedings  ;  which  not  avail- 
ing, they  fent  their  ferj  cant-general,  in  a  riotous  manner* 
with  a  great  number  of  horfemen,  who,  by  loud  proclama-* 
tion,  prohibited  us  from  keeping  court,  in  any  part  of  theirij 
j.urifdicl:iori,  commanding  all  perfons,  within  the  verge  oft 
their  colony  or  King's  Province,  to  depart,  and  not  to  bdjfonc 
abettors  to  our  pretended  court,  as  by  their  letter  and  pro 
clamation  may  more  fully  appear.      Notwithftanding,  wd[foun 
continued  to  make  Uriel:  inquiry  and  examination,  both  of 
the  ancienteft  inhabitants  of  the  Englifti  and  Indians,  fotf 
two  days,  and  received  all  fuch  claims  as  were  pretended  I 
And  in  regard  none  appeared  with  any  clgft.nl  or  plea  in  ycutf 
majefty's  behalf,  we  adjourned  to  Bofton,  there  to  meet  oifl 
the  third  of  September  following,  and  fubftituted  a  comJ  P 
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mittce  to  carry  a  letter  to  Rhode-Ifland  court,  intimating 
our  adjournment,  and  demand  in  your  majefty's  name  and 
for  the  behoof  that  the  faid  committee  might  fearch,  perufc, 
and  examine  their  records,  and  alfo  fent  particular  fummons, 
in  your  majefty's  name,  to  faid  Houlden  and  Green,  to 
appear  before  us  on  the  third  of  September,  to  give  in  evi- 
dence purfuant  to  the  information  or  fuggeftions  given  to 
your  majefty  in  council  at  Whitehall ;  which  faid  letter  was 
delivered  to  Mr.  William  Coddington,  their  governor,  and 
the  fummons  to  the  faid  John  Green  in  open  court  ;  the 
anfvver  and  reception  whereof,  and  the  methods  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  great  contempt  offered  to  your  majefty's 
commifiion  by  the  General  AlTembly' of  Rhode-Ifland,  we 
lumbly  refer  to  a  narrative  drawn  by  William  Wbarron  our 
regifter,  and  approved  by  ourfelves,  which,  with  this,  will, i 
:>y  our  order,  be  humbly  laid  at  your  majefty's  feet. 

Upon  Monday,  the  third  of  September,  we  again  con- 
vened at  Bofton,  and   gave  farther   opportunity   for  new 
:laims  ;  but  none  from  Rhode-Ifland  appeared,  fo  that  they 
hen  failing  in  their  duty,  Mr.  Richard  Wharton  and  part- 
lers  exhibited  a  printed  book,  containing  a  deed  bearing  date 
he  19th  of  April,  1644,  being  the  fubjection  of  two  chief 
achems*  named  Paflicus  and  Canonicus,  of  themfelves,  their 
>eopie,  and  lands,  to  the  care,  protection*  and  government 
f  your  royal  father,  of  blefled  memory  ;  and  with  the  faid 
>ook  was  prefented  a  breviate  or  memorial  of  the  occaiion 
nd  improvement  of  faid  fubje&ion,  the  faid  Wharton  and 
>artners  declaring  that  none  of  them  knew  of  any  other  evi- 
enzc  as  to  your  majefty's  propriety  or  intereft  in  the  foil, 
either  hath  any  been  offered  by  any  other  hand  ;  fo  that  we 
ave  fincerely  and  ferioufly  confidered  the  feveral  claims  be- 
ore  us  to  the  jurifdiction,  which  we  find,  as  well  by  the  faid 
►rimed  deed  of  fubjection  as  by  former  capitulations  and 
onditions,  after  the  conqueft  of  the  Pequods,  between  your 
knajefty's  fubjedls  of  the  united  colonies  and  the  fachems  and 
lounfellors  of  the  Narraganfet  Country,  and  the  purchafes, 
|ofTeflions  and  improvements  made  by  your  majefly's  fub- 
pcts,  to  have  been  abfolutely  veiled  in  your  majefly  ;  and 
fiat  your  majefty,  by  your  letters  patent,  dated  at  Weftmin- 
Jer  the  three  and  twentieth  of  April,  in  the  fourteenth  year 

If  your  majefty's  reign,  your  majefty  granted  to  the  gov- 
rnor  and  company  of  Connecticut  and   rheir  fucceflbrs,  all 
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that  part  of  your  dominions  in  New-England  bounded  o& 
the  e&ft  by  Narraganfet  river,  commonly  called  Narraganfet- 
bay,  where  the  faid  river  falleth  to  the  lea  ;  and  on  the  north, 
by  the  line  of  the  MafTachufetts  plantations  ;  and  on  the 
ibuth,  by  the  fea  ;  and  in  longitude  as  the  line  of  the  Nar- 
raganfet, running  from  eaft  to  weft,  that  is  to  fay,  from  the 
laid  Narraganfet-bay  on  the  eaft,  to  the  South  Sea  on  the 
weft  part,  thereunto  adjoining,  together  with  all  firm  lands, 
foils,  grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  fiftiings,  mines, 
minerals,  precious  ftones,  and  all  and  fi ngular  other  Com- 
modities and  jurifdictions  whatfoever,  referving  to  your  ma-     > 
\d\y,  your  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  only  the  fifth  part  of  the    jn 
ore  of  gold  and  filver,  as  by  the  faid  charter  may  at  larg 
appear. 

We  have  alfo-  had  information  that  fome  time  after  your 
majefty's  grant,  and  laid  patent  was  fent  to  your  colony  of 
Connecticut,  the  faid  country  of  the  Narraganfet  was  like- 
wife  by  patent  granted  by  your  majefty  to  the  governor  and 
company  of  Rhode-Iiland  plantation,  and  is  by  charter 
bounded  by  a  river  called  Paugautuck,  which  by  faid  char- 
ter is  forever  to  be  accounted  and  called  the  Narraganfet 
river  ;  and  this  Litter  grant  of  your  majefty  to  Rhode-Ifland 
feems  to  be  founded  upon  advice  fubmitted  to  by  John 
Winthrop,  Efq.  faid  to  be  agent  for  Connecticut  colony,. 
and  Mr.  John  Clark,  agent  for  Rhode-Ifiand  ;  to  which 
the  agents  of  Connecticut  plead,  that  Mr.  Winthrop'S 
agency  for  them  Ceafed  when  he  had  obtained  and  fent  the 
patent  to  them,  and  that  no  fubmiflion  or  act  of  his  could 
validate  or  deprive  them  or  any  of  the  benefits  gracioufly 
granted  by  your  majefty's  charier ;  and  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  fceming  boundaries  fet  by  the  laid  articles,  figned  by 
Mr.  Winthrop  and  Mr.  Clark,  it  is  in  the  fame  articles  pro^ 
vided,  that  the  proprietors  and  inhabitants  of  the  Narragan- 
fet Country  fhall  choofe  to  which  of  the  two  governments 
to  belong,  and  that  they  unanimoufly  chofe  and  fubjected 
to  the  government  of  Connecticut,  under  which  that  plant-* 
alien  began  to  profper  till  the  year  1664-5,  when  fome  of 
your  majefty's  commiffioners  (which  is  alleged,  without 
colonel  Nichols,  then  abfent,  could  make  no  valid  act)  in 
favour  to  the  Rhode^-I danders,  publiftied  fome  inadvertent 
orders,  fince  by  colonel  Nichols  and  themfelves  reverted  t 
however,  by  the  faid  orders  and  pretentions  that  the  Rhode- 
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flanders  by  virtue  of  their  patent  make,  we  find  they  have 
l-mucb  molefted  the  inhabitants,  and  difcouraged  the  fcttle- 
jment  of  faid  country,  and  occafioned  controverfies  between 
!the  faid  colonies. 

\  Purfqant*  therefore,  to  the  gracious  ends  to  acquit  thofc 
difputes,  we  have  carefully  endeavoured  to  obtain  certain 
knowledge  of  the  bounds  of  your  majefry's  province  of  trie 
jNarragajifet  Country  ;  and  upon,  the  beft  evidence  offered, 
land  examination  of  fundry  ancient  inhabitants,  both  the 
Englifh  and  Indians,  it  appears,  that  a  brook  called  Weca- 
Ipaug,  is  near  the  fea,  the  wefterly  bounds  of  the  Narraganfet 
Country  ;  all  the  land,  which  is  in  breadth  about  four  or  five 
piles,  lying  between  the  faid  brook  %nd  Paugautuck,  being 
jthe  Pequod  country,  and  by  conquer!  taken  from  them,  and 
liifpofed  of  to  feveral  pe-rfons  ;  within  which  limits  lie  fun- 
dry  farms,  belonging,  by  ancient  grant,  to  Harvard  College, 
£0  Mr.  Simon  Lynde,  and  other  perfons,  whofe  titles  being 
fofferted,  have  been  acknowledged  by  all  others  pretending 
propriety  ;  and  that  the  Narraganfet  bay  or  river,  where  it 
falls  into  the  fea,  bounds  the  Narraganfet  Country  eafterly  ; 
|md  by  a  teftimony  given  by  governor  Winflow  in  his  Jife 
'imc,  upon  another  occafion,  and  alfo  by  information  of  fun- 
pry  old  and  principal  Indians,  it  appears  that  Patucket  river, 
tying  between  Rehoboth  and  Providence,  was  the  intended 
puntry  and  river  between  Plymouth  colony  and  Providence 
plantations,  which  in  Plymouth  patent  is  called  Narraganfet 
river  ;  this  Patucket  river  falling  into  the  greater  Narragan^ 
k'et  river  or  bay  that  bounds  Narraganfet  eafhvard  ^  fo  that 
between  the  faid  river  of  Patucket,  Quenebaug  and  Niprnug 
(countries  to  the  northward,  and  Wecapaug  brook  wefterly, 
ks  the  whole  dominion  and  territories,  containing  the  Cow- 
JKflett  and  Niantick  countries,formerly  and  lately  belonging 
|o  the  Narraganfet  fachems,  and  generally  called  the  Nar- 
faganfet  Country.  As  to  the  claim  made  by  the  colony  of 
?lymouth  to  jurifdiction  and  foil  in  the  Narraganfet  Coun- 
Iry,  we  find  it  hath  only  foundation  from  the  name  given  to 
paugautuck  of  the  Narraganfet  river ;  and  if  anciently  and 
ruly  fo  called,  thea  Plymouth  charter,  if  confirmed  by  your 
piajefty,  being  granted  by  the  council  of  Plymouth,  and 
pears  date  the  13th  of  January,  ;n  the  fifth  year  of  the 
feign  of  your  royal  father,  will  determine  the  controverfy 
fetween  Rhode-Ifland  and  Connecticut,  and  comprehend 
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the  whole  Narraganfet  and  part  of  the  Pequod  country,  tha 
lands  granted  to  Plymouth  being  bounded  foutherly  by  the 
Narraganfet  river  ;  but  with  humble  fubmiffion  we  cannot 
fee  any  caufe  to  judge  that  the  faid  Paugautuck  river  an- 
ciently was,  or  ought  to  be,  called  or  accounted  the  Narra- 
ganfet river. 

1  ft.  Bccaufe  it  lies  fame  miles  within  the  Pequod  coun- 
try, a  nation  (till  extirpated  by  the  Englifh,  often  or  always 
at  war  with  the  Narraganfets,  and  to  which  territories  the 
Narraganfets  never  pretended. 

2dly.  Becaufe  Paugautuck  river  falls  into  the  fea  many 
miles  weft  ward  of  any  part  of  the  Narraganfet  bay  ;  is  the 
river  anciently  called  Narraganfet  river,  both  becaufe  it  on 
the  eaftward  wafhes  and  bounds  the  whole  length  of  the 
Narraganfet  Country,  and  for  that  Plymouth  colony,  which 
hath  now  been  planted  near  threefcore  years,  have  ever  fince 
bounded  themfelves,  according  to  the  fcheme  or  limitation 
of  their  patent,  by  the  fame  bay,  called  Narraganfet  river, 
towards  the  fouth,  into  which  the  frefhets  of  faid  river  called 
Patucket,  empties  itfelf  in  a  precipice. 

Thus,  .in  all  humility,  having  reprefented  our  opinions 
as  to  tb4e  bounds  and  juriididlions,  we  humbly  report  our 
opinions  reflecting  propriety  of  foil  as  follows. 

1  ft.  We  find  that  by  one  deed,  dated  the  nth  of  June, 
1659,  Coginaquand,  chief  fachem  and  proprietor  of  the  Nar- 
raganfet Country,  did  give,  granr,  and  convey  unto  John 
Winthrop,  Efq.  and  major  Humphrey  Atherton,  and  partr 
ners,  their  heirs  and  afligns,  one  large  tract  of  land,  now 
called  the  northward  trad;  and  the  faid  Coginaquand,  by 
another  deed,  dated  the  4th  of  July,  1659,  did,  in  like  man- 
ner, convey  to  the  faid  John  Winthrop,  Efq.  major 
Atherton  and  partners,  another  large  parcel  of  land,  cailT 
ed  the  fouthern  trad,  or  Namcock  :  And  we  find,  by 
fundry  other  deeds  from  the  other  fachems,  the  faid  convey- 
ances ratified,  and  fundry  receipts  and  acknowledgments 
of  full  fatisfadion  to  all  perfons  any  ways  concerned. 

We  alfo  find,  that  by  a  deed  bearing  date  the  13th 
of  October,  1660,  Suguenth,  Ninegret,  Scuttup,  and  Que- 
quakanewet  and  Narraganfet,  fachems,  for  valuable  confid7 
eration,  mortgaged  to  major  Atherton  and  partners  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  whole  Narraganfet  Country,  containing! 
the  CowheiTctr  and  Niantick  countries ;  and  find  that,  as  part 
*  .  of 
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of  the  confideration,  feven  hundred  and  thirty-nve  fathom 
of  peague  was  paid  November  the  16th,  1660,  and  fundry 
other  payments  made,  and  gratuities  given,  to  full  fatisfac- 
tion,  as  by  fundry  receipts  and  acknowledgments  doth  ap- 
pear ;  the  commifTioncrs  of  all  your  majefly's  colonies  ap- 
proving thefe  tranfactions  :  And  alfo  we  find,  by  the  tefri- 
mony  of  John  Poutton,  William  Cotton,  John  Rhoads,  and 
Ambrofe  Leach,  fworn  before  John  Endicot,  Efq.  governor 
of  the  Maflachufetts,  the  2id  of  September,  1662,  and  re- 
corded in  Hartford,  that  Scuttup  and  Ninegret,  with  fun- 
dry other  fachems,  counfellors  and  Indians,  to  the  number 
of  two  or  three  hundred,  being  afTembled  at  a  place  called 
Pettequamfcot,  the  faid  Scuttup,  in  prefence  of  faid  Indians 
and  many  Engiifh,  alfo  afTembled,  did,  in  behalf  of  himfelf, 
brother,  and  friends,  deliver  poffeflion  of  the  country,  by 
turf  and  twig,  to  captain  Edward  Hutchinfon,  captain  Wil- 
liam Hudfon,  and  Mr.  Richard  Smith,  jun.  in  behalf  of 
themfelves  and  partners,  declaring  the  lands  then  to  be  al- 
ready fold  by  deed,  by  themfelves  and  the  reft  of  the  faga- 
mores,  to  major  Atherton  and  partners. 

We  a]fo  find,  that  the  faid  major  Atherton,  captain 
Hutchinfon,  Hudfon,  and  partners,  with  great  expenfe- and 
induflry,  applied  themfelves  to  the  fettlement  and  improve- 
ment of  faid  country,  many  confiderable  farms  being  laid 
our,  houfes  and  edifices  erected,  and  two  townfhips  alfo  laid 
out,  and  methods  for  improvements  ;  and  terms  agreed  upen 
with  the  inhabitants,  the  town  named  Wickford  and  the 
other  Newbury. 

Alfo  it  appears,  that  the  faid  purchafers  did  requefl  and 
intruft  John  Winthrop,  Efq.  to  fupplicate  your  majefly  to 
add  the  faid  Narraganfet  Country  to  the  territories  arid  ju- 
rifdiclion  of  Connecticut,  which  your  majefly  gracioufly 
granted  ;  and  was  farther  gracioufly  pleafed,  by  your  royal 
fetters,  dated  the  21ft  of  June,  1663,  directed  to  the  gov- 
ernors and  affiftants  of  the  MafFachufetts,  Plymouth,  Con- 
necticut colonies,  to  approve  and  encourage  the  purchafers' 
defigns  ;  and  as  your  majefly  pleafed  then  to  call  them  laud- 
able endeavours  to  fettle  and  plant  a  colony  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  your  empire,  and  to  recommend  faid  purchafers  and 
proprietors  to  the  neighbourly  kindnefs  and  protection  of 
faid  colonies,  willing  them  upon  all  occafions  to  be  aflifling 
to  them  againfl  the  unjufl  oppreflions  of  thofe  of  Rhode- 
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Ifland,  with  other  eKprefuons  of  your  royal  grace  and  favour 
to  the  (aid  purchafers  ;  upon  which  titles  and  encourage^ 
roents  the  claimers  offer  probable  computation  and  argu*- 
inentg,  that  their  predeceflbrs  themfelves,  and  perfons  con- 
cerned with  them,  have  expended  for  purchasing  and  fettling 
she  laid*  country  at  lea  ft  twenty  thoufand  pounds;  and  that 
had  not  the  ill  effects  of  the  orders  made  by  fome  of  your  ma* 
jefty's  commiffioncrs  that  came  over  in  1664,  and  the  great 
moleftations  and  pretentions  of  the  Rhode-Iflanders  ob- 
frru&ed  the  fetdement,  the  country  had,  by  the  planting  the 
fa  id  two  towns,  and  other  improvements,  been  fo  peopled 
that  great  part,  if  not  all  the  miferies  of  the  late  Indian  war 
had  been  prevented.  Some  other  claims  have  been  made 
by  Mr.  James  Noyes  and  others,  of  fome  other  trad;  of  land 
lying  in  the  Niantick  country,  as  derived  from  Harman  Gar- 
rat  and  his  fon,  named  1 — h* ,  pretended  Indian  fachems?  who 
perfonally  appeared  before  us  3  but  upon  examination  we 
cannot  find  the  faid  Harman  Garrat  or  his  fon  had  any  right 
or  power  to  difpofe  of  any  of  the  lands,  the  fame  having 
been,  beyond  the  memory  of  man,  poiTeffed  by  Ninegret  ; 
the  other  Indians  acknowledging  and  teftifying  the  fame. 

Other  claims  alfo  were  exhibited  to  fundry  other  tracts 
within  the  Narraganfet  Country,  but  the  titles  being  either 
derived  from  or  depending  upon  Mr.  Winthrop's  and  major 
Atherron's  purchases,  we  humbly  conceive  more  proper  for 
a  court-  of  judicature.. 

Thus,  after  moft  ftrict  and  impartial  inquiry  and  exami- 
nation, having  dated,  we  mod  humbly  lay  before  your  ma- 
jefty  the  feveral  original  claims  and  pretentions  offered  to 
us,  with  refpect  to  the  propriety  both  of  jurifdiction  and 
foil  in  your  maj  efty's  province  or  Narraganfet  Country  j 
and  in  farther  obedience  to  your  faid  commimon  have  feri- 
Gudy  weighed  and  confidered  all  evidences,  pleas,  proofs, 
and  allegations,  and  added  our  own  obfervations  of  the  courfc 
of  the  "Narraganfet  river  or  bay,  and  fituation  of  the  country, 
fo  far  as  wc  have  travelled  therein  ;  and  vfith  moft  humble 
fuhmiflion  and  refervatjon  of  your-  majefty's  right,  fo  far  as 
it  may  appear  to  your  majqfty,  offer  our  opinions,  that  by 
virtue  ot:  yoitr  faid  letters  patent  granted  to  Connecticut, 
jurifdiction  in  and  through  the  faid  province  or  Narraganfet 
Country  of  right  belongs  to  the  faid  colony  of  Connecticut, 
and  that  propriety  of  foil,  as  derived  from  Mr.  Winthrop 
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and  major  Atherton,  is  vefted  upon  rhe  heirs  and  afligns  of 
faid  Mr.  Winthrop,  rhe  heirs  of  Thomas  Chiffinch,  Efq, 
major  Atherton,  Mr.  Richard  Smith,  Mr.  Simon  Lynde> 
Mr,  Elifha  Hutchinfon,  Mr.  John  Saffin,  Mr.  Richard 
Wharf  on,  and  partners,  and  fuch  as  cterive  from  them  ;  no 
conftderable  apportion  being  by  any  corporation  or  perfon 
given  before  &s  to  their  claim  and  title,  the  fame  being 
granted  by  the  faid  agents  of  Connecticut  ;  notwithftand- 
ing,  we  do  not  conceive  that  their  faid  purchafes  do  any  ways 
intitle  them  to  any  part  of  the  Pequod  country,  lying  be- 
tween Wecapaug  and  Paugautuck  river,  nor  that  the  former 
lawful  purchafes  and  pofleffions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Provi- 
dence and  Warwick  ought  to  be  prejudiced  thereby. 

And  finally,  we  hold  it  Our  duty  humbly  to  inform  your 
majefty,  that  fo  long  as  the  pretentions  of  the  Rhode-Iiland- 
era  fo  the  government  of  the  faid  province  continue*  it  will 
much  difcourage  the  fettlement  and   improvement  thereof, 
it  being  very  improbable  that  either  the  aforenamed  claim- 
ers,  or  others  of  like  reputation  and  condition,  will  either 
remove  their  families  or  expend  their  tfrates  under  fo  loofe 
and  weak  a  government.     And  to  the  end  that  your  majefty 
may  at  all  times  have  more  particular  fatisfaclion,  and  the 
perfons  concerned   opportunity  upon  occafion   farther  to 
prove  their  intereft  without  hazarding  their  original  evi- 
dences upon  the  fea,  we  have  caufed  an  oath  to  be  adminif- 
ered  to  our  faid  regifter,  under  his  hand  to  atteft  all  fuch 
ieeds  and  papers  as  have  been  received  by  us>  and  fo  copy 
md  truly  examine  the  fame  ;    and  in  like  manner  to  atteft 
0  fuch  copies,  zn&  afterwards  to  rerurn  the  originals  and 
ropies  upon  demand  to  the  parties  that  produced  the  fame, 
fn  obedience  to  your  majefty'*  gracious  commiflion  and 
commands,  we,  with  all  humility,  offer   this  our  report, 
which  we  caufe  to  be  duplicate,  craving  your  majeflyrs  gra- 
:ious  acceptance  of  our  dutiful  endeavours  to  approve  cur- 
sives 

Your  majefry's  mod  loyal  and  obedient  fobjecls, 

Edward  Cranfield, 
William  Stoughton, 
Samuel  Shrimton, 
John  Pynchon, jun. 
Nathaniel  Saltonsxall,  jun. 
fyhn>  Qfiober  20,  1683, 
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AS  farther  addition  to  our  report,  we  humbly  offer,  thai 
lince  the  clofe  of  your  majefty's  commiffion,  Mr.  Edward 
Randolph  arriving  and  fignifying  his  power  in  behalf  of  his 
grace  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  to  make  claim  to  the  King's 
Province  or  Narraganfet  Country,  we  have  again  convened, 
and  fummoned  fo  many  of  the  proprietors  as  could  in  fo 
fhort  time  affemble,  and  in  their  prefence  and  hearing  have 
read  the  copy  of  the  faid  Duke's  deed,  and  heard  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's pleas  and  improvements  therein,  and  find  it  takes  in 
part  of  the  faid  Province  or  Narraganfet  Country;  and  have 
alfo  received  the  anfwers  and  defence  of  the  faid  proprietors, 
which  we  humbly  tranfmit  and  fubmit  to  your  majefty's 
conlideration  ;  we  have  alfo  ordered  copies  of  the  Duke's 
deeds  and  proprietors'  pleas  to  be  fent  to  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticut, to  the  end  they  may  have  opportunity,  by  the  firft 
conveyance,  to  make  their  anfwers  and  defence  before  your 
majefiy. 

Edward  Cranfield, 
William  Stoughton, 
Joseph  Dudley. 

Entered  upon  records,  in  the  firft  book  of  public  records 
belonging  to  the  King's  Province,  from  page  36  to  42. 

John  Fones,  Recorder'. 

A  true  copy,  compared  out  of  the  records  belonging  to 
the  King's  Province,  by  Samuel  Fones,  Clerk, 

King  flown,  Sept.  25,  1704. 

James  the  Second's  Commission,  constituting  a  Pre- 
sident and  Council  for  Massachusetts-Bay.  Narj 
raganset  Country,  Sec.  1 

"  TAMES  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Eng^; 
J  land,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith,  Sec.  to  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  fnall  come,  greet  J 
ing  : — Whereas  a  writ  of  fcire  facias  hath  been  iffued  out  of 
our  high  court  of  chancery  againft  the  late  governor  and 
company  of  the  MafFachufetts-Bay,  in  New-England; giid 
whereby  the  government  of  that  colony  and  members  there-Jke( 
of  is  now  in  our  hands  ;  and  we  being  minded  to  •  give  alfjjjofe, 
protection  and  encouragement  to  our  good  fubjeds  therein, 
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and  to  provide,  in  the  moft  effectual  manner,  that  due  and 
impartial  juftice  may  be  adminiftered  in  all  cafes,  civil  and 
criminal,  and  that  all  poflible  care  may  be  taken  for  the  juft, 
quiet,  and  orderly  government  of  the  fame  ;  Know  ye >  there- 
fore, that  we,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  our  privy  council, 
have  thought  fit  to  erect  and  conftitute,  and  by  thefe  prefents, 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  to  erect,  conftitute,  and  ap- 
point a  prelident  and  council,  to  take  care  of  all  that  our  ter- 
ritories and  dominions  of  New-England,  in  America,  com- 
nonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  our  colony  of  the 
MafTachufetts-Bay,  and  Out  province  of  New-Hampfhire 
md  Maine,  and  the  Narraganfet  Country,  otherwife  called 
le  King's  Province,  with  all  the  iflands,  rights,  and  mem- 
)ers  thereqnto  appertaining,  and  to  order,  rule,  and  govern 
le  fame  according  to  fuch  methods  and  regulations  as  are 
lerein  after  fpecified  and  declared,  until  our  chief  governor 
hall  arrive  within  our  faid  colonies. 
"  And  for  the  better  executing  of  our  royal  pleafure  in 
is  behalf,  we  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  our  trufty 
nd  well-beloved  fubject,  Jofeph  Dudiey>  Efq.  to  be  the 
rft  prelident  of  the  faid  council,  and  to  continue  in  the  faid 
iice  until  we,  our  heirs,  or  fuccefTors-- fhall  otherwife  direct, 
nd  we  do  likewife  nominate  and  appoint  our  trufty  and 
ell-beloved  fubjects,  Simon  Bradflreet,  William  Stough- 
3n,  Peter  Bulkley,  John  Pynchon,  Robert  Mafon,  Richard 
vtiarton,  Waite  Winthrop,  Nathaniel  SaltonfTall,  Bartholo- 
mew Gidney,  Jonathan  Tyng,  John  Ufher,   Dudley  Brad- 
reet,  John  Hincks,  Francis  Champernoone,  Edward  Tyng, 
hn  Fitz  Winthrop,  and  Edward  Randolph,  Efqrs.  to  be 
our  council  within  our  faid  territory  and  colony ;  and 
lat  the  faid  Jofeph  Dudley,  and  every  fucceeding  prcfidenn 
~  the  faid  council,  fhall  and  may  nominate  and  appoint  any 
ie  of  the  members  of  the  faid  council,  for  the  time  being, 
be  his  deputy,  and  to  prefide  in  his  abfence  ;  or  the  faid 
•evident  or  his  deputy,  and  any  {even  of  the  faid  council, 
all  be  a  quorum.     And  our  exprefs  will  and  pleafure  is, 
at  no   perfon  fhall  be  admitted  to  fct,  or  have  a  vote  in 
e  faid  council,  until  he  hath  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
d  the  oath  hereafter  mentioned,  for  the  due  and  impartial 
ecution  of  juftice,  and  the  faithful  difcharge  in  them  re- 
ted." 

The  above  written  is  part  of  the  comrniftion  of  charter 
H  h         iVoi.  v.]  granted 
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granted  to  colonel  Dudley,  that  concerns  the  Narraganfc? 
Country  or  King's  Province  ;  the  reft  is  general  inflruclion 
for  the  government  of  the  whole,  and  concluded  in  thefe 
Words  following  : 

<x  In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  can  fed  thefe  our  letters  to 
be  made  patent.  Witnefs  Ourfelf  at  Weftminfteiv  the  8th 
day  of  October,  irt  the  fir  ft  year  of  our  reign. 

A  true  copy. 


Order  of  the  President  and  Council   respecting  the 
Records  of  the  Narraganset  Country. 

By  order  of  the  Prefident  and  Council. 

Bojlon?  the  17 tb  day  of  June,   1686. 

WE,  John  Pynchon,  Bartholomew  Gidney,  and  Jona-j 
*han  Tyng,  members  of  his  majcity's  council,  have  j3 
examined  the  feveral  acts,  accords,  deeds,  and  entries,  in  the  Jl 
twenty-feven  foregoing  pages,  and  iind  them  to  agree  with 
the  originals  in  the  hands  of  captain  Elifha  Hutchinfon,  and 
recommend:  it  to  the  prefident  and  council,  that  the  tranfac-  J 
tions  in  this  book  be  allowed  and  declared  good  and  a  u  then  M\ 
tic  records  ;  and  that  the  fame  book  be  carried  on  and  em-  jCj 
ployed  for  entry  of  the  fubfequent  a c1:s,  orders,  agreements,]}0! 
and  tranfactions  of  the  proprietors,  deriving  by,  with,  and] 
from  John  Winthrop,  Efq.  and  major  Humphrey  AthertonJVJ 
deceafed,  and  their  afibciates,  and  all  other  matters  fit  fof  p 
public  records,  in  the  Narraganfet  Country,  or  King's  Pro-i! 
vines. 

John  Pynchon, 

Bartholomew  GidneyJP 

Jonathan  Tyno.  'f? 

Allowed  by  the  prefident  and  council.  ill(j 

Edward  Randolph,  Secretary.  1 0| 

Iki 
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Proceedings  of  a  Court  held  by  his  Majesty's  ComJ 
missions rs  and  Justices  in  the  Narraganset 
Country. 

King's  Province,  June  23,  16 86. 

AT  a  court  held  by  his  majefty's  commifnoners  and  juff 
tices  at  major  Richard  Smith,  in  Rochelter,  in  thejonie 
Kind's  Province.  Prefent, 
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Prefent, 

Jofeph  Dudley,  Efq.  Prefident.  "| 

John  Winthrop,  Efq.  I     cu  •  n  >  -\ 

Edward  Randolph,  Efq.  \ °f  her  "•■f0^?  CounclL 

Richard  Wharton,  Efq.  J 

John    Blackwell,    Elifha  Hutchinfon,    Richard  Smith, 
"rancis  Brinley,  John  Saffin,  Efqrs.  John  Fones,  Thomas 
Ward,  James  Pendlinton,  gentlemen. 

Imprimis,  The  power  and  commiflion  of  the  president, 
and  the  reft  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  commiflionated  and 
far  that  purpofe,  was  read,  and  the  president  and  all  the  juf- 
iccs,  there  afTembled,  toQk  the  oath  prefcribed  in  faid  com- 
miflion, and  the  ju  ft  ices'  oaths  ;  alfo  captain  John  Blackwell, 
captain  Elifha  Hutchinfon,  Francis  Brinley,  John  Saffin, 
tfqrs.  and  Mr.  Thomas  Ward,  took  trie  oath  of  allegiance, 
John  Fones  fworn  unto  the  office  of  clerk  to  faid  court, 
nd  all  courts  which  fnall  hereafter  be  held  in  the  King's 
Vovince  (or  the  time  being  :     The  king's  commiflion  to 
he  prefident  and  council  of  his  territories  and  dominions  in 
Mew^England  openly  read. 

Commiflions  unto  all  the  commiflioned  officers  of  the  re- 
3e<5rive  companies  of  the  militia  in  King's  Province  deliv- 
red  by  the  prefident,  they  having  formerly  taken  the  oath 
A  allegiance. 

Ordered,  That  the  three  towrns  now.  in  the  King's  Prov- 
ince {hall  be  called  Rochefter,  the  firft  and  chief,  formerly 
ailed  Kingftown. 
Haverfham,  the  fecond,  formerly  called  Wefterly. 
Dedford,  the  third,  formerly  called  Greenwich. 
Elifha  Hutchinfon,  Efq.  having  exhibited  a  book  and 
tference,  and   report  thereon,  under  the  hands   of  John 
ynchon,  Bartholomew  Gidney,  and  Jonathan  Tyng,  Efqrs, 
nd  the  orders  for  allowance  by  the  prefident  and  council  at 
ofton,  dated  the  17th  day  of  this  inftant  month  June,  it  is 
rdered,    that   the    faid   book   and   report,  and  allowance 
lereon,  be  committed  to  captain  John  Fones,  clerk  and  re- 
ader of  this  province,  and  that  the  matters  entered  in  the 
id  book  ftand  and  remain  as  authentic  records  of  the  pro- 
ince,  and  in  the  fame  book  the  clerk  is  ordered  to  enter 
ich  further  records,  grants,  and  bargains  of  lands,  Sec.  as 
lall  be  acknowledged  and  allowed  before  the  prelidenr,  or 
me  members  of  his  majefty's  council,  from  time  to  time, 

under 
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under  their  hands,  with  feveral  other  deeds  as  have  been  al- 
lowed by  former  authority. 

For  as  much  as  fundry  perfons  have  been  deluded,  whilft 
no  government  was  fettled  upon  the  place,  have  been  en- 
couraged, without  licevSe  from  the  proprietors,  to  build  and 
make  improvement  upon  the  lands  called  the  mortgage 
lands  ;  to  the  end,  therefore,  that  all  fuch  perfons  may  have 
feafonable  time  to  make  their  compofitions,  that  fo  they 
may,  either  upon  purchafe,  rents,  or  other  good  agreements, 
enjoy  their  refpeclive  improvements,  where  they  fecm  not 
prejudicial  to  townihips  nor  highways*  it  is  ordered,  that  no 
poflefibr,  as  incumbent  of  or  upon  any  fuch  lands,  fhall  be 
molefted,  nor  any  action  upon  the  title  of  land  brought 
againft  them,  before  the  twentieth  day  of  Auguft  next.  In 
cafe  upon  treaty  with  the  proprietors,  or  their  committee, 
they  receive  not  Satisfaction  in  the  terms,  the  faid  poffeflbrs, 
or  incumbents  fhall,  upon  their  complaints,  be  heard  by 
the  prefident  and  council  at  Bofton,  and  relieved  fo  far  as 
may  be  confident  with  common  juftice  and  his  majefty's 
fervice,  who  will  further  direct  to  the  trial  and  iflbe  of  the 
difference. 

Francis  Brinley. 

Paukatuck  River,  the  boundary  between  Connec- 
ticut and  Rhode-Island. 

WHEREAS  fame  difference  hath  of  late  fallen  out  be- 
tween Mr.  John  Winthrop,  agent  for  the  taking  of  j 
a  patent  for  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  John  Clarke,! 
agent  for  the  taking  out  of  a  patent  for  the  colony  of  ProviJ 
dence,  Rhode-Ifland,  concerning  the  right  meaning  of  cerJ 
tain  bounds  fct  down  in  a  patent  lately  granted  to  the  colony? 
of  Connecticut  :  And  whereas  by  reafori  of  doubtfulnels  of] 
fome  names  and  exprcflions  mentioned  in  the  faid  patent,; 
and  for  the  better  preventing  of  all  difputes  that  might  arifeji 
between  the  faid  colonies  hereafter,  by  reafon  of  fuch  uncer 
tainties  or  dubioufnefs,  they  the  faid  John  Winthrop  an 
John  Clarke  have  jointly  and  mutually  nominated,  chofen^ 
and  appointed  William  Brenton,  Efq.  major  Robert  Thorn 
fon,  captain  Richard  Doane,  captain  John  Brookehaven,  an 
doctor  Benjamin  Worfely,  or  any  three  or  mod  of  them,  t 
hear  and  to  confider  the  (fate  of  the  faid  difference,  and  xo 

determine 
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determine  what  they  judge  might  be  moft  commodious,  in 
order  to  the  fettling  the  faid  bounds,  clear  of  all  uncertain- 
ties, and  giving  a  mutual  fatisfadion  to  both  the  faid  colo- 
nies, whofe  names  are  here  underwritten,  having,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  their  requeft,  met  together,  and  have  at  large  heard 
what  hath  been  alleged  on  each  fide  on  the  behalf  of  them- 
felves  and  the  refpeclive  colonies  to  whom  they  do  refpec- 
tively  belong,  upon  ferious  debate  and  confederation  had  of 
the  whole  matter,  we  have  jointly  and  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  offer  their  advice  as  followeth  :  Firft  ;  a  river,  there 
commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Paukatuck 
river,  fhall  be  the  certain  bounds  between  thofe  two  colonies  ; 
which  faid  river  ihall,  for  the  future,  be  alfo  called  Narra- 
ganfet  or  Narroganfet  river.  Secondly  ;  if  any  part  of  that 
purchafe  at  Quenebaug  doth  lie  along  upon  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  river  that  goeth  down  by  New-London,  within  fix  miles 
of  the  faid  river,  that  then  it  fhall  wholly  belong  to  Connec- 
ticut colony,  as  well  as  the  reft  which  hath  on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  aforefard  river.  Thirdly  ;  that  the  proprietors  and 
inhabitants  of  that  land  about  Mr.  Smith's  trading-houfe, 
claimed  or  purchafed  by  major  Atherton,  captain  Hutchin- 
fon,  lieutenant  Hudfon,  and  others,  or  given  unto  them  by 
Indians,  fhall  have  free  liberty  to  choofe  to  which  of  thofe 
colonies  they  will  belong.  Fourthly  ;  that  propriety  fhall 
not  be  altered  nor  deftroyed,  but  carefully  maintained 
through  the  faid  colonies. 

Benjamin  Worfely.  William  Brenton. 

Richard  Doane.  Robert  Thompfon. 

John  Brookehaven. 

To  the  four  propofals  above  mentioned,  we  the  faid  John 
Winthrop  and  John  Clarke  do  confent  and  fubmit,  as  a  full 
and  final  iflue  of  all  the  controverfies  between  us.  In  wit- 
nefs  whereof,  we  have  interchangeably  fet  our  hands  and  feals 
the  17th  of  April,  1663,  and  in  the  15th  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  fovereign  lord  Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  king  of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  de- 
fender of  the  faith,  Sec. 

John  Winthrop. 

Signed,  fealed,  and  delivered 
in  prefence  of 

J.  Beahe,     Wm.  Potter,     Robert  Thorn fon. 


So 


Aft  of  the  AJfembly  of  Rhode-JJland. 


Act  of  the  Assembly  of  Rhode-Island  in  favour  of 
Humphrey  Atherton  and  his  associates. 


A 


T  a  General  AfTe.mbly  held  at  Newport  the  30th  of 
October,  1672. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Eafton,  Governor. 

Capt.  John  Cranfton,  Deputy-Governor, 

Mr.  Richard  Smith,       ^ 
Mr.  Francis  Brinley, 
Mr.  John  Eafton, 
Capt.  Arthur  Venner, 
Mr.  Thomas  Harris, 
Mr.  Henry  Brown, 
Mr.  William  Bauliton, 
Mr.  Joihua  Coggefhall, 
Capt.  John  Green, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Smith,    J 

Deputies  for  the  feveral  towns 


►Affiftants. 


Tor  Newport, 


For  Providence, 


For  Port/mouth, 


Foy  Warwick, 


Mr.  Walter  Clarke, 
Mr.  John  Gould, 
Mr.  Peter  Eafton, 
Mr.  Edward  Thurfton, 
Mr.  Daniel  Goulds 
Mr.  Henry  Bull. 

Mr.  William  Harris, 
Mr.  Samuel  Reape, 
Mr.  Pardon  Tillinghaft, 
Mr.  Thomas  Burdon. 

Mr.  John  Sanford, 
Mr.  John  Tripp, 
Mr.  John  Anthony, 
Lieut.  William  Codman, 

Capt.  Randall  Houlden, 
Mr.  Thomas  Green, 
Mr.  John  Potter, 
Mr.  Eleazer  Collings. 


V^ted 


Note  on  the  foregoing  Acl.  2  5  i 

Voted — Whereas  here  is  a  requeft  made  to  this  AfTembly 
by  one  of  the(  purchafers  with  major  Atherton  of  lands  in 
the  Narraganfet  Country,  viz.  Edward  Richmond,  defiring 
a  revocation  of  an  act  formerly  made  for  the  forfeiture  of 
fuch  lands  in  this  colony  which  ihould  happen  to  be  pur- 
chafed  without  the  affent  of  the  Aflembly,  as  more  ful)y  ex- 
prefTed  in  the  faid  act  and  his  faid  paper  :  The  AfTembly 
confidering  the  pains  and  induftry  of  the  faid  purchafers 
upon  the  faid  land,  for  fo  many  years,  together  with  the  dan- 
ger they  have  there  been  in,  by  reafon  of  the  barbarous 
Indians,  fo  ready  to  war,  and  other  outrages  as  hath  appeared' 
of  late  ;  and  confidering  that  the  removing  fuch  a  danger 
and  doubt  of  the  forfeiture  of  their  lands  in  this  colony  may 
take  off  their  bias  to  another,  confidering  themselves  and 
pofrerity  delivered  from  the  faid  danger,  and  fettled  in  peace — ■• 
Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and  h  hereby  enacted,  that  the  faid 
purchafers  and  partners  with  major  Humphrey  Atherton,  of 
lands  purchafed  by  them,  lying  and  being  in  the  Narragan- 
fet Country,  as  exprefTed  in  their  deed  or  deeds,  grant  or 
grants,  from  the  Narraganfet  fachems  to  them  the  faid  pur- 
chafers of  the  faid  lands,  fhall  be  a  good  and  lawful  eftate 
and  title  thereto,  according  to  the  purport  of  the  faid  grants  ; 
to  have  and  to  hold,  and  as  firmly  and  fully  to  enjoy  and 
pofTefs,  forever,  the  faid  lands  and  appurtenances,  as  if  the 
faid  act  or  acts  of  prohibition  of  buying  of  lands  in  this  col- 
ony upon  the  pain  of  the  forfeiture  thereof,  had  never  been 
acted  or  made,  any  other  former  law  or  laws,  claufe  or  claufes 
in  them,  or  either  of  them,  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any 
wife  notwithstanding. 

A  true  copy,  extracted  out  of  the  records  and  acts  of  the 
AfTembly  of  the  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence 
Plantations,  in  page  26.  West  Clarke,  Recorder, 

Newport)  January  22,  1695-6. 


Note  on  the  foregoing  Act. 

KNOW  that  the  above  act  was  an  act  made  by  the  Gen- 
eral AfTembly,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  lands  purchafed  by 
major  Humphrey  Atherton  and  affociates,  to  them  and  their 
heirs,  from  the  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, who  often  threatened  to  give  them  moleflation  by 
virtue  of  an  act  the  people  made,  that  erected  a  government 

amongfl: 
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amongft  thertifdvesi  for  Rhode-Ifland,  Providence,  and  War- 
wick, in  1657,  before  they  had  any  legal  government  or 
charter  from  any  legal  authority  whatsoever,  unlefs  a  com- 
pany of  people  joining  together  may  make  a  legal  authority, 
and  compel  others  that  live  near  them  to  fubmit  unto  them, 
and  without  their  bounds  amongfl  the  Indians,  where  Mr. 
Richard  Smith  dwelt,  who  always  derided  their  power  ;  yet 
"  notwithstanding  this  acl,  confirming  major  Atherton's  and 
afTociates'  purchafes,  when  they  had  a  charter  from  king 
Charles  the  Second,  the  General  AfTembly  of  the  faid  col- 
ony have  now  lately  violated,  and  difpofTefTed  the  proprietors 
of  their  rights  and  properties,  without  any  procefs  of  law  or 
judgment  of  their  peers  ;  wherein  Walter  Clarke,  therein 
mentioned*  being  then  fpeaker  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  and 
now  deputy-governor,  and  the  children  and  kindred  of  many 
perfons  of  that  afTembly  in  1672,  being  now  in  authority, 
have  voted  the  true  proprietors'  ad  of  their  polFefiions,  and 
are  by  name  Samuel  Cranfton,  Efq.  the  prefent  governor, 
fon  to  John  Cranfton,  then  deputy-governor,  and  nephew  to 
Walter  Clarke  ;  Randall  Houlderi,  now  an  afiiftant,  and  fon 
of  captain  Randall  Houlden,  then  deputy,  and  alfo  nephew 
to  Walter  Clarke  3  and  many  other  perfons  now  in  office  are 
of  kindred  to  fundry  perfons  in  the  former  afiembly  in  1672. 
I  that  fubfcribe  this  having  been  a  liver  and  inhabitant  in 
Rhode-Ifland  upwards  of  fifty-eight  years,  and  fpeak  my 
own  knowledge  of  the  mofl  part  of  all  thefe  things  written 
in  thefe  ditched  papers,  and  much  more,  too  large  to  be  here 
written  ;  and  have  borne  office  in  this  place  amongft  them, 
and  might  have  done  more  if  I  would,  and  not  only  amongfl 
them,  in  their  charter  government,  but  in  other  governments 
and  authorities  kt  over  them.  I  am  one  of  the  mofl  ancient 
inhabitants  of  this  colony,  fcarce  half  a  dozen  older  than  my- 
felf  that  lived  here  before  me  ;  and  I  am  bold  to  fay,  that  no 
perfon  now  living  knows  more,  if  ^  much,  of  the  tranfac- 
tions  and  affairs  of  this  place  and  the  feveral  governments, 
efpecially  fince  my  firft  arrival  into  this  place,  it  being  fet- 
tled about  fourteen  years  before  my  coming  ;  for  I  always 
kept  a  particular  account  of  all  material  paffages  that  occur-a 
red,  more  perhaps  than  any  perfon  of  my  ftanding  in  this 
colony  did.  To  the  truth  I  fubfcribe  my  name,  the  26th 
of  Odtober,  1709,  being  within  ten  days  of  entering  into 
the  77th  year  of  my  age. 

Francis  Brinley. 
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Description  and  History  of  Newton,  in  the  County 
of  Middlesex*     By  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Homer. 

THE  town  of  Newtown,  or  Newton,  (as  it  is  written 
indifferently  in  the  ancient  records,  the  later  con- 
ftantly  omitting  the  w)  has  Roxbury,  Brookline,  and  Cam- 
bridge on  the  eaft,  Watertown  and  Walthaih  on  the  north, 
Wefton  and  Weft-Needham  on  the  weft,  and  Eaft>Need- 
ham  and  Dedham  on  the  fouth.  It  lies  from  6~  miles,  the 
diftance  of  the  boundary-line  adjoining  Cambridge  by  the 
Wefi>Bofton  bridge,  to  ni  miles,  terminating  at  the  lower 
fails,  in  a  wefterly  direction  from  Bolton.  From  Water- 
town  line,  near  Gen.  Hull's,  to  Dedham  line,  are  6  mites* 
36  rods,  along  the  county-road.  From  the  county -bridge 
?tt  the  lower  falls,  adjoining  the  weft  part  of  Needham, 
to  Cambridge  line,  by  the  road,  are  4  miles,  3  quarters^ 
51  rods.  The  whole  townihip,  including  ponds,  the  prin- 
cipal of  which,  adjoining  the  Baptift  meetmg-houfe,  con- 
tains 33  acres,  2  quarters,  24  rods,  has  been  accurately 
eftimated  at  twelve  thou  fan  d  nine  hundred  and  forty  acres* 
Charles-River,  furnilhing  feveral  excellent  miil-fpots,  by 
numerous  bendings,  encircles  a  confiderabte  part  of  the 
ftown,  meafuring  by  its  courfe  about  fixteen  mites,  includ- 
ing all  its  curves. 

The  exact  period  of  the  commencement  of  the  fettle- 
fment  is  unknown.  As  it  was  considered,  originally,  a  part 
[of  Cambridge,  one  of  our  moft  ancient  towns,  and  was 
jftyted  Cambridge  Village,  or  New-Cambridge,  till  the  pe- 
riod of  its  incorporation,  December  8,  A.  D.  1691,  this 
piftricl:  probably  began  to  be  cultivated  foon  after  the  fet- 
jtlement  of  the  elder  part  of  the  town. 

Its  foil  is  various,  ft  contains  a  ha&dfome  proportion 
[bf  rich  productive  land,  with  confiderabte  wood  for  fuel. 
[ts  agriculture  and  its  buildings  have  been  confiderably 
proved,  of  late  years*  Its  cider  has  long  maintained  a 
>od  reputation  at  the  market.  Increafing  attention  is 
lid  to  the  improvement  of  the  fruit  by  inoculation  and 
*a£ting.  Its  fituation  is  generally  elevated  \  and  it  con- 
jains  but  little  low  and  funken  land.  Gentlemen  of  ob- 
ition,  who  have  travelled  coniiderably  in  various  parts 
I  i  IFoL  v.]  of 
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of  the  United  States,  have  agreed  to  acknowledge,  that  the 
town  pofTeffes  an  uncommon  proportion  of  choice  and 
beautiful  fcites  for  country  feats.  From  the  early  fettle- 
nient  of  the  place  it  has  been  remarkably  diftinguifhed  for 
the  falubrity  of  its  air,  and  the  health  and  longevity  of  its 
inhabitants.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  who  deceafed  about 
forty  years  fince,  and  who  had  the  experience  of  more 
.than  forty  years,  ufed  frequently  to  mention,  with  grati- 
tude and  admiration,  that  he  knew  of  no  town  fo  health- 
ful, and  fo  rarely  vifited  "with  prevailing  and  fatal  difeafes. 
From  accurate  bills  of  mortality  for  about  fifty  years  paft, 
it  appears,  that  a  feventleth  part  of  the  inhabitants  dies  an- 
•nualiy.  In  the  Eaft  Congregational  Society,  confuting  of 
about  700  fouls,  154  have  died  from  January  1,  1732,  to 
January  1,  1799,  averaging  nine  a  year.  Of  this  number 
49  (coniiderably  upwards  of  a  fourth  part)  arrived  to  their 
,70th  year,  and  beyond,  and  63  (more  than  a  third  part) 
arrived  to  their  60th,  and  beyond.  The  forrows  of  early 
widowhood  are  feldom  known  here.  Of  married  men 
beneath  40,  only  one  died  within  the  bounds  of  the  Eaft 
Precinct,  including  the  families  of  the  Baptift  Society  living 
within  the  fame  bounds,  during  more  than  iixteen  years. 

The  inhabitants  are  generally  induftrious  and  intelligent 
hufbandmen.  But  there  are  fome  manufactures  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  town  which  adjoin  Charles-River.  .  At  the 
lower  falls,  there  is  one  fnufF-mill  with  four  mortars,  onej 
fulling-mill,  and  two  paper-mills.  At  the  upper  falls, 
where  there  is  a  romantic  fall  of  20  feet,  perpendicular, 
and  a  defcent  of  35  feet  in  half  a  mile,  there  are  three 
fnufi-mills,  containing  twenty  mortars,  the  property  of l 
General  Eliot.  There  is  alfo  a  paper-mill  adjoining  Water-! 
town.  A  very  capacious  brick  building  has  lately  been] 
erected  by  General  Hull,  for  the  brewing  of  ale  and  ftrong] 
beer,  and  is  occupied  by  an  eminent  Engliili  brewer.  It 
is  one  of  the  moil  favourable  fituations  within  the  ftatejjf 
for  a  brewery,  as  it  is  fupplied  with  the  purefl  water,  pro-( 
ceeding  through  tubes  from  a  living,  fpring  of  fuperior 
quality  ;  and,  from  its  iituation  upon  Charles-River,  it! 
furnifhes  an  eafy  and  cheap  conveyance  of  its  manufacture) 
to  the  capital. 

Numerous  emigrations  have  been  made  from  Newton, 
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into  the  newly  fettled  parts  of  the  country.     The  number 
of  the  inhabitants,  at  the  time  of  the  laft  cenfus,  being 
1360,  did,  therefore,  but  little  exceed  that  of  A.  D.  1763. 
During  ten  years,  terminating  January,  1792,  emigrated 
from  the  Eaft  Congregational  Society,  confifting  of  about 
100  families,   143  fouls,   including   82   adults,  generally 
young  married  perfons.     The  ingenious  Mr.  Derharn  com- 
putes the  births  in  England  in  general  as   1  to  i-^  of  the 
deaths.     In  Newton,  notwithstanding  the  removal  of  many 
young  newly  married  perfons,  the  births  appear  to  be  as 
2  to  1  deaths.     During  the  above  period,  in  the  fame  fo- 
ciety,  there  were  97  deaths,  (17  of  which  were  in  the  two 
neighbouring  houfes  of  Mr.  John  Jackfon  and-  Edward 
Durant)  and   195  births.      The  marriages  for  the  fame 
term  were  103  in  the  whole  town.     The  fum.  total  of  the 
marriages  for  a  century  of  years,  from  the  incorporation 
of  the  town,  is  747.     This  is  very  far  beyond  the  propor- 
tion mentioned  by  the  fame  ingenious  writer  for  England, 
which  he  computes  at  1  to  4.  63  births.     There  has  been: 
only  one  inftance  of  any  inhabitant  arriving  to  100  years, 
though  feveral  have  feen  90  and  upwards.     A.  D.  1752, 
there  died  at  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  town,  a  Mrs.  Davis, 
then  in  her  1 1 6th  year.     She  died  at  the  fame  age  with 
Clodia,  the  wife  of  Ophilius,  whom  Pliny  the  naturalifl 
mentions  as  the  eldeft  female  who  had  died  in  ancient 
Rome.     In  1792,  59  of  the  inhabitants,  a  iwenty-third  part, 
had  feen  their  feventieth  year,  and  beyond. 

As  all  the  church-records  perimed  in  the  conflagration 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Meriam's  dwelling-houfe,  A.  D.  1770,  I 
have  endeavoured,  during  the  flxteen  years  of  my  paftoral 
office,  to  recover  the  wrecks  of  the  hiftory,  civil  and  religi- 
ous, of  Newton.  I  have  endeavoured  to  collect  and  ar- 
range fuch  antiquities  of  the  place,  as  might  gratify  an  in- 
nocent curiofity,  or  fubferve  the  improvement  of  our 
morals  and  religion.  The  moft  important  article  of  the 
hiflory  of  the  place  immediately  follows. 

Of  Nonantum,  the '  Jirft  civilized  and  chriftian  fetilement  of 
Indians  within  the  Englifh  colonies  of  North-America,  and  of 
the  firfl  fruits  of  the  American  Gentiles. 

When,  fome  years  fince,  I  read  the  fubfequent  article  in 

the 
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the  xxxixth  volume  of  that  great  aRd  admir e<J  work,  the 
Modern  U^iversa^  History,  I  little  fufpe&ed  my  vicin. 
ity  to  the  country  of  which  it  fpeaks.  "'  The  Rev.  John 
"  Eliot"  (educated  at  Cambridge  in  England,  and  paftor  of 
the  church, at  Roxbury)  "  was  the  firft  of  the  Englifh.  mtf- 
"  fionaries,  who  ventured  into  the  countries  of  the  favagesr 
*c  to  preach  the  gofpel.  In  October,  1 646,  he  fet  out  on 
*c  his  million,  but  fent  fore-runners  to  apprize  the  Indians 
-  *'  of  his  intention.  Upon  this  he  was  met,  upon  the  bqr~ 
a  ders  of  the  country  he  intended  to  convert,  by  five  or 
6C  fix;  of  the  fayages,  headed  by  a  grave  Indian,  one  Wa~ 
*c  ban,  who  welcomed  him  into  a  large  wigwam,  where  he 
.  «  began  to  preach,  ancf  inftruft  his  new  difciples."  From 
Dr.  Cotton  Mather's  Magnalia,  Mr.  NeaPs  Hiftory  of  New- 
England,  Governor  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory  of  Maflachufetts* 
and  iome  other  authorities,  cited  at  the  clofe,  I  am  enabled 
to  recite  the  following  particulars. 

Mr.  Eliot,  having  previoufly  learnt  the  language  by  hi?t 
ing  the  aid  of  one  of  them  who  could  {peak  Enghfh,  went, 
October  28,  1646,  with  three  others,  (among  whom  was, 
probably,  his  conftant,  pious,  and  perfevering  companion, 
Mr,  Daniel  Gookin,  afterwards  major-general  of  the  col« 
ony)  to  the  Indians  of  the  neighbouring  parts,  to  whom 
he  had  fent  previous  notice  of  his  intention  to  addrefs 
them  on  the  iubjecl:  of  Chriftianity.  Waban,  a  wife  and; 
grave  man,  of  the  fame  age  with  the  rniffionary,  forty-twox 
a  perfon  of  influence,  met  him  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
their  fettlement,  and  welcomed  him  to  a  large  wigwam  on 
the  hill  Nonantum.*     A  confiderable  nurnber  of  his  coun- 

' —/ ~W ' " ! '— ~ 

*  In  order  to  imprefs  the  mind  of  the  reader  with  a  greater  confi- 
dence in  the  prefent  high  grounds  of  Nonantum,  lying  at' the  north- 
eaft  extremity  of  Newton,  as  the  fcene  of  the  nrft  fuccefsful  attempt  to 
chriftianize  and  civilize  the  natives,  I  fubjqin  the  words  of  Mr.  Gookin, 
who  was  foon  appointed  the  civil  fuperintendant  of  all  the  Indian?,  and 
who  frequently  accompanied  Mr.  Eliot  in  his  journeys.  «  In  the  year 
««  of  the  Lord  1646,"  (fays  he,  in  a  M.S.  hiftory  lately  published  by  the* 
refpectabk  and  afliduous  Hiftorical  Society  of  MafTachufetts)  "  Mr.  Eliot 
"  attained  fuch  a  meafure  of  learning  in  the  Indian  language,  that  ha 
"  adventured  to  make  beginning  to  preach  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation 
"  unto  their  competent  underrtanding;.  'Hie  firft  place  he  began  to 
u  preach  at  was  Nonantum,  near  Watertown,  upon  the  fouth  fide  of 
"Charles-River,  about  four  or  five  miles  from  his  own  houf?  ;  where 
4<  lived,  at  that  time,  Waban,  one  of  their  principal  men,  and  fonie  In- 
jf\      "  dians  with  him." 
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trymen  affembled  here  from  the  neighbourhood,  to  hear 
the  new  doctrine. 

After  a  ihort  prayer  in  Englifh,  Mr.  Eliot  delivered  a 
fermon  (the  firft  probably  ever  preached  in  this  part  of  the 
old  town)  from  Ezek.  ehap.  xxxvii.  ver.  9,  io.  "Then  faid 
he  unto  me,  Prophefy  unto  the  wind,  (to  which  the  Indian 
term  Waban  is  faid  to  anfwer)  prophefy,  fon  of  man,  and 
fay  to  the  wind,  (fay  to  Wahart)  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God, 
Come  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath,  and  breathe  upon 
thefe  flain,  that  they  may  live,  So  I  prophefied,  as  he 
commanded  me,  and  the  breath  came  into  them,  and  they 
'lived,  and  flood  upon  their  feet  an  exceeding  great  army*" 
This  fermon  employed  an  hour.  The  preacher  began  with 
the  principles  of  natural  religion  acknowledged  by  them* 
jfelves,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  leading  doctrines  and 
j  precepts  of  Chriftianity.  He  repeated  and  explained  the 
•ten  commandments.  He  informed  them  of  the  dreadful 
curfe  attending  the  violation  of  the  divine  law.  He  then 
polce  to  them  of  the  perfon  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  the  place 
f  his  prefent  refidence  and  exaltation,  and  of  his  com- 
lg  to  judge  the  world  in  flaming  fire,  He  taught 
them  the  blefied  ftate  of  all  thofe  who  know,  and  favingly 
believe  in  Christ.  He  related  the  creation  and  fall  of 
man  ;  and  fpoke  of  the  infinite  greatnefs  of  God,  of  the 
joys  of  heaven,  and  the  punifhment  pf  hell  ;  finally  per* 
jfuading  them  to  repentance,  and  a  good  life.  Having 
iclofed  his  fermon,  he  was  defirous  of  knowing  whether  he 
had  conveyed  his  fentiments  intelligibly,  in  a  language  fo 
hew  to  himfelf.  He  therefore  inquired,  whether  they 
comprehended  his  meaning  ;  to  which  their  unanimous 
reply  was,  M  We  underftood  all."  Mr.  Eliot  and  his  friends 
jtheri  devoted  about  three  hours  to  familiar  and  friendly 
conference  with  them,  to  hear  and  anfwer  queftions  which 
naturally  were  fuggefted  by  the  difcourfe.  This  firft  vifit 
ivas  received  with  cordial  and  general  fatisfa&ion.  Many 
f)f  his  audience  liftened  to  the  pathetic  parts  of  the  dif. 
ourfe  with  tears.  Waban,  particularly,  received  thofe 
flappy  impreiHons,  which  abode  fry  him  through  life,  and 
ualified  him  zealo.ufly  and  fuccefsfully  to  aid  the  generous 
efign  of  converting  his  countrymen. 
A  Ml  larger  number  attended  the  next  vifit  of  the 
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apoftolic  Eliot  to  Nonantuin,  Nov.  n.  He  began  firft 
with  the  children,  whom  he  taught  thefe  three  queftions, 
and  their  anfwers.  Q^  i.  "Who  made  you  and  all  the 
world?  A.  God.  Q^  2.  Whom  do  you  exped  to  fave 
you  from  fin  and  hell  ?  A.  Jesus  Christ.  CX  3.  How  many 
commandments  hath  God  given  you  to  keep  ?  A.  Ten. 
He  then  preached  about  an  hour  to  the  whole  company, 
concerning  the  nature  of  God,  and  the  neceflity  of  faith 
in  Je&ws  Christ  for  procuring  his  favour.  He  informed 
them  what  Jesus  Christ  had  done  and  fufFered  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  miners,  and  the  dreadful  judgments  attendant 
upon  the  rejection  of  Him  and  his  falvation.  The  whole 
company  appeared  very  ferious.  Liberty  being  given  to 
aik  queftions  for  further  information,  an  aged  man  ftood 
up,  and  with  tears  inquired,  Whether  it  was  not  too  late 
for  fuch  an  old  man  as  he,  who  was  near  death,  to  repent 
and  feek  after  God?  Another  afked,  How  the  Engiifh 
came  to  differ  fo  much  from  the  Indians  in  their  know- 
ledge of  God  and  Jesus  C%rist,  fince  they  had  all  at  firft  but 
one  father.  Another  inquired,  How  it  came  to  pafs  that 
fea-water  was  fait,  and  river-water  freih.  Another,  That 
if  the  water  was  higher  than  the  earth  (as  he  fuppofed) 
how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  it  does  not  overflow  all  the 
earth.  Mr.  Eliot  and  his  friends  fpent  feveral  hours  in 
anfwering  thefe  and  fome  other  queftions.  The  Indians 
told  them,  upon  their  quitting  them  to  return  home  in  the 
evening,  that  "  they  did  much  thank  God  for  their  com- 
"  ing  ;  and  for  what  they  had  heard,  they  were  wonderful 
u  things." 

At  the  third  meeting  of  Nov.  26,  fome^of  the  Indian* 
abfented  themfelves  through  fear  of  their  Powaws 
Friefts,  who  had  threatened  them  with  their  fecret  power 
of  inflicting  the  penalty  of  death  upon  thofe  who  mould 
attend. .  One  of  thefe  Powaws  was,  however,  immediately 
and  folemnly  addreffed  by  the  intrepid  miilionary,  wh 
filcnccd  and  convinced  him. 

Two  or  three  days  after  this  meeting,  at  which  the  ai 
dience  appeared  very  ferious,  Wampas,  a.fage  Indian,  wil 
two  of  his  companions,  came  to  the  Engiifh,  and  deiire< 
to  be  admitted  into  fome  of  their  families.     He  broug] 
his  fon  and  two  or  three  other  Indian  children  with  him, 

begging 


■  Hi/lory  of  Newton.  259 

Legging  that  they  might  be  educated  in  the  chriftian  faith. 
His  requeft  was  granted. 

At  the  next  meeting,  all  who  were  prefent  offered  their 
children  to  be  cateehifed  and  inftructed  by  the  Englifh, 
who,  upon  this  motion,  refolved  to  fet  up  a  fchool  among 
them.  To  accomplish  this,  it  was  neceliary  to  reduce  them 
from  their  favage  life,  and  to  bring  them  into  a  flats  of 
civil  fociety.  This  was  conformable  to  a  frequent  obfer- 
vation  of  Mr.  Eliot,  which  claims  our  attention  in  our  ef^ 
forts  to  convert  the  aboriginals  upon  the  borders  of  the 
United  States,  viz.  "  that  the  Indians  mufl  be  civilized,  as  well 
as,  if  not  in-order  to  their  being,  chriftianizcd" 

Accordingly  the  General  Court  gave  the  Indians  of  the 
neighbouring  parts  a  tract  of  high  land,  called  Nonantum. 
Agreeably  to  the  advice  of  Mr.  Eliot,  who  furnifhed  them, 
by  the  public  aid,  with  {hovels,  fpades,  mattocks,  and  iron 
crows,  and  ftimulated  the  moft  induftrious  with  money  ; 
they  foon  built  a  fuiiicient  number  of  wigwams,  not  with 
mats  as  ufual,  but  with  the  bark  of  trees,  and  divided  into 
feveral  diftinct  apartments.  The  houfes  of  the  meaneff 
were  found  to  be  equal  to  thofe  of  the  fachems  or  chiefs 
in  other  places.  They  furrounded  the  town  with/ditches, 
(fome  traces  of  which  are  {till  difcoverable  at  the  fduthern 
extremity),  and  with  a  ftone-wali  Some  of  the  {tones 
compofing  this  encircling  wall  were  removed  within  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Abraham  Hyde,  who  died  A.  D.  1794, 
J£t.  78,  and  who  informed  me,  that  he  aided  in  removing 
them  in  very  early  life.  At  that  time  forne  fruit  trees 
were  {till  ftanding  towards  the  foot  of  Nonantum,  on  the 
fouth  fide,  which  were  reported  to  have  been  planted  there 
by  the  Indians  in  fome 1  remote  period  of- their "rcfidence 
on  that  fpot. 

The  Indians,  thus  fettled,  were  inftructed  in  hufbandry, 
and  were  excited  to  a  prudent  as  well  as  induftrious  man- 
agement of  their  affairs.  Some  of  them  were  taught  fuch 
trades  as  were  moil  neceffary  for  them,  fo  that  they  com- 
pletely built  a  houfe  for  public  worfhip,  50  feet  in  length 
and  25  feet  in  breadth,  which,  as  an  eye-witnefs,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Wilfon  obferves,  "  appeared  like  the  workmanfhip  of 
an  Englifh  houfewright." 

The  Rev.  Meflrs.  Wilfon  of  Eoflon,  Allen  of  Dedharo, 

Shepard 


s6o  Mi/iory  of  jNewtoti. 

Shepard  of  Cambridge,  and  President  Dunftar  of  Harvard 
College,  went  over  to  Nonantum,  3d  of  March,  1647,  m 
company  with  feveral  Englifh,  among  whom  probably  was 
the  great  Apoftle  of  the  American  Gentiles,  Mr.  Eliot;  A 
fermon  was  delivered.  Among  the  queftiohs  propofed  at 
this  time,  one  woman  inquired,  "  Whether  file  prayed, 
when  fhe  only  joined  with  her  human  d  in  his  prayer  to 
God  Almighty*"  and  another  inquired,  by  the  interpre- 
ter, "  Whether  her  hufband's  prayer  figiiified  any  thing, 
if  he  continued  to  be  angry  with  her,  and  to  beat  her." 
Rational  and  chriflian  anfwers  were  given  to  their  quef- 
tions.  At  this,  and  ferine  other  meetings,  the  Englifh  gave 
away  clothes  to  the  Indian  men,  women,  and  children  ;  fo 
that  on  a  lecture-day  the  greateft  part  of  them  appeared 
handfomely  dreffed,  after  the  Englifh  manner. 

A  particular  account  of  thefe  early  and  fuccefsful  efforts 
to  convert  the  heathens,  was  tranfmitted  to  England,  and 
published  there.  One  of  the  publications  is  ftyled,  *  Day- 
Breaking,  if  not  the  Sun- Riling  of  the  Gofpel  with  the 
Indians  in  New*England,"  and  was  printed  in  London, 
1647.  Another,  written  by  the  pious  Mr.  Shepard  of 
Cambridge,  is  ftyled,  "  The  clear  Stin-fliine  of  the  Gofpel 
upon  the  Indians,"  and  was  publifhed  in  London,  16484 
I  have  fought,  hitherto,  in  vain,  for  thefe  publications,  to  |J  ( 
which  later  writers  owe  their  principal  information  on  this 
interefting  fubjecl:,  though  I  have  been  favoured  with  the 
aid  of  the  Hiftorical  Society  of  Maffachufetts  in  my  fearcf^ 

The  women  of  Nonantum  foon  learnt  to  fpin,  and  to 
collect  articles  for  falfc  at  the  market  through  the  year.  In 
the  winter,  the  Indians  fold  brooms,  fterves,  bafkets,  rnade  j|<« 
from  the  neighbouring  woods  and  fwamps,  and  turkies 
raifed  by  themfelves  ;  in  the  fpring,  cranberries,  ftrawber* 
ries,  and  fiili  from  Charles-River ;  in  the  iuinmer,  whortle* 
berries,  grapes,  and  fifh.  Several  of  them  worked  with 
the  Englifh  in  the  vicinity,  in  hay-time  and  harveil  -r  but 
they  were  neither  fo  induftrious  nor  capable  of  hard  la- 
bour, as  thofe  who  have  been  inured  to  it  from  early  life. 

The  fuccefs  and  fettlement  of  Nonantum  encouraged 
further  attempts  of  Mr.  Eliot  to  extend  the  knowledge  of 
the  Gofpel  to  the  aboriginals  of  other  places.  He,  accord* 
ingly,  vifited  and  preached  to  the  Indiam  at  Watertown, 
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Dorchefter-Mills,  Concord,  and  as  far  as  Pantucket-Falls  on 
Merri mac- River.  He  alfo  extended  his  truly  apoftolical 
efforts  to  the  natives  of  the  colony  of  New-Plymouth, 
though  their  chief  fachem  and  his  fon  difcountenanced  his 
attempts.  Thefe  exertions  laid  a  happy  foundation  for 
the  chriflianizing  and  civilizing  of  five  thoufand  out  of 
twenty  thoufand  Indians,  belonging  to  the  twenty  differ- 
ent tribes  then  in  New-England. 

The  report  of  the  happy  attempts  begun,  and  carried 
on,  in  this  place,  and  hence  extending  widely  among  the 
poor  pagans  of  the  American  wildernefs,  occafioned  the 
Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  then  under  the  protectorate 
of  Oliver  Cromwell,  to  pafs  an  a£t,  27th  of  July,  1649, 
for  the  advancement  of  this  good  work.  "  Whereas/* 
fays  the  preamble  of  the  act,  "  the  Commons  of  England, 
"  affembled  in  parliament,  have  received  certain  intelli- 
"  gence  from  divers  godly  minifters  and  others  in  New- 
"  England,  that  divers  of  the  heathen  natives,  through  the 
"  pious  care  of  fome  godly  Englifh,  who  preach  the  gofpel 
"  to  them  in  their  own  Indian  language,  not  only  of  bar- 
?  barous  have  become  civil,  but  many  of  them  forfake 
"  their  accuflomed  charms  and  forceries,  and  other  fatan- 
ic  ical  delufions,  do  now  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord, 

and  give  great  teftimony  of  the  power  of  God,  drawing 
"  them  from  death  and  darknefs  to  the  life  and  light  of 
"  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Jesus  Christ  ;  which  appeareth 

by  their  lamenting,  with  tears,  their  mifpent  lives,  teach- 
iC  mg  their  children  what  they  are  in/irucled  themfelves,  being 
u  careful  to  place  them  in  godly  families,  and  Englifh  fchools, 
"  betaking  themfelves  to  one  wife,  putting  away  the  reft, 
"  and  by  their  conftant  prayers  to  Almighty  God,  morning  and 
"  evening,  in  their  families,  prayers  expreffed,  in  ail  appear- 
"  ance,  with  much  devotion  and  zeal  of  heart : — All  which 
"  confidered,  we  cannot  but,  in  behalf  of  the  nation  we 
"  represent,  rejoice  and  give  glory  to  God  for  the  begin- 
"  ning  of  fo  glorious  a  propagation  of  the  Gofpel  among 
**  thofe  poor  heathen,  which  cannot  be  profecuted  with 
u  that  expedition  as  is  defired,  unlefs  fit  inftruments  be 
"  encouraged  and  maintained  to  purfue  it,  fchools  and 
|<c  clothing  be  provided,  and  many  other  necefTaries,"  &c. 
K  k  [/v.  v.]  The 
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The  act  then  proceeds  to  eflablifh  a  corporation  of  fixtceft, 
including  a  prefident  or  governour,  (which  office,  fbrrfe 
years  after  this  date,  was  filled  for  a  considerable  period  by 
that  great  and  devout  philofopher,  the  Hon.  Rtibert  Boy'k^ 
who  gave  £.300  to  the  object,)  whofe  duty  was  to  fuper- 
intend  the  bufinefs  of  devoting  the  monies  which  mould 
be  given  for  chriftianizing,  instructing,  clothings  and  civ- 
ilizing the  Indians*  A  general  collection  was  ordered 
to  be  made  for  thefe  pnrpofes  through  all  the  churches 
of  England  and  Wales.  The  minifters  were  required  to 
read  this  act  in  the  churches,  and  to  exhort  the  people  to 
a  cheerful  contribution  to  fo  pious  a  work.  Circular  let- 
ters were  pubiifhed,  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  iinrverfities 
of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  recommending  the  fame  object. 
A  fund,  which,  in  Charles-  iTs  time,  produced  fix  hun- 
dred pounds  fterling  per  annum,  was  thus  provided,  the' 
beneiit  of  which  has  extended  till  the  period  of  our  inde- 
pendence and  feparation  from  the  mother  country.  •  Gov. 
Hutchinfon,  who  had  the  beft  means  of  information,  ob- 
ferves,  "  Perhaps  no  fund  of  this  nature  has  ever  been 
more  faithfully  applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was 
railed." 

The  firft  civil  laws  which  were  ever  efiablimed  in  this 
country,  for  the  regulation  of  the  aboriginals,  were  made 
for  the  fettlement  of  Nonantum.     Their  laws,  which  are' 
{till  preferved  in  ancient  and  modern  publications,  were 
deiigned  for  the  promotion  of  cleanlinefs,  decency,  chaitityy 
and  induftry,   and  the  difcouragement    of  the  oppofite 
qualities  and  vices.     A  court  of  judicature,  over  which  an- 
Englifli  magiftrate  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Gookin  being  the  firft) 
prefkied,  was  appointed.      The  fachems  had  liberty,  by 
fummons  or  attachment,  to  bring  any  of  their  people  tcr 
the  faid  court,  and  to  keep  a  monthly  court  for  lmaller  ; 
cauies  among  themfelves.     The  fachems  appointed  officers-  j 
to  ferve  warrants,  and  to  execute  the  orders  and  judg- 
ments of  either  of  thefe  courts.     The  fines  impofed  upon 
tranfgrefTors  were  to  be  devoted  to  building  houfes  for  the 
education  of  their  children  in  learning,  or  to  other  ufcs  1 
for  the  public  beneiit.     It  was  recommended  by  the  gov-! 
eminent,  both  to  Mr.  Eliot  and  to  the  magiftrates,  that  (; 
"  they  Ihould  endeavour  to  make  the  natives  underftand  \ 
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the  moll  ufeful  laws  of  the  Englifh,  and  the  principles  of 
reafon,  juftice,  and  equity,  on  which  they  are  founded." 

The  high  grounds  of  the  north-eaft  part  of  Cambridge 
Village  (now  Newton)  appear  to  have  been  occupied  by 
the  Nonantum  Indians  (who,  according  to  Mr.  Gookin, 
were  a  fubdivifion  of  the  once  numerous  and  powerful 
tribe  of  MaiTachufetts)  until  A.  D.  1651,  when,  by  the  in- 
creafe  of  converts,  the  place  was  found  too  ftrait  for  them. 
A  fertile  and  beautiful  tract,  of  about  3000  acres,  at  Na- 
tick,  10  miles  foutli-weft  of  their  firft  fettlement,  was  pro- 
vided for  their  accommodation.  Here  was  founded  a 
more  regular  and  well  built  town,  with  three  principal 
ftreets,  and  fuitable  public  buildings.  At  this  place  an  In- 
dian church  continued,  and  flourifhed  under  a  fucceffion 
of  indefatigable  and^  pious  teachers,  natives  and  Engliih, 
who  officiated  to  them  ;  until  within  a  few  years  paft,  by 
repeated  wafting  ficknefs  and  other  caufes,  well  elucidated 
in  the  highly  judicious  communications  lately  made  to  the 
Hiftcrical  Society  by  their  laft  pallor,  ftill  living,  the  Rev. 
Mr,  Badger^  and  publifhed  in  their  Collections,  they  have 
become  gradually  and  almoft  totally  extinct. 

The  virtuous  Waban  accompanied  his  brethren  to  Na- 
tick,  and  was  chofen  a  ruler  of  fifty  in  their  civil  admin- 
iftration.  He  died  there,  aged  70,  A.  D.  1674,  teftrfying, 
with  his  dying  breath,  his  obligations  to  that  grace,  which 
had  brought  himfelf,  and  his  fellow-countrymen,  from  the 
darknefs  of  paganifm  to  the  marvellous  light  of  the  Gof- 
pel.  The  name  is  ftill  honourably  remembered  at  Natick, 
where  fome  of  his  pofterity  were  known  not  many  years 
fince.  The  name  and  civil  office  of  Efquire  Waban,  one  of 
his  defendants,  is  particularly  mentioned.  An  inftructive 
and  ferious  exhortation  from  Matt.  ix.  12,  13,  delivered 
by  Waban  the  firft,  to  an  Indian  affembly  convened  on  a 
day  of  failing  and  prayer,  15th  Nov.  1658,  upon  occafion 
of  exceffive  rains,  connected  with  a  very  general  and  alarm- 
ng  ficknefs,  is  fummarily  contained  in  the  ill  vol.  of  NeaPs 
|Hiftory  of  New-England,  p.  240  and  241. 

Mr.  Eliot  gives  this  teftimony  of  Waban,  that  "  he  had 
[approved  himfelf  to  be  a  good  chnftian  in  church  order, 
ind  in  civil  order,  a  zealous,  faithf al,  and  fleadfaft  ruler  to 
lis  death."    At  his  death  he,  expreffed  an  animating  joy  in 
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the  hope  of  heaven,  where  he  fhould  unite  with  the  fouls 
of  departed  believers.  He  charged  his  children  and  friends 
not  to  mourn  at  his  departure,  and  urged  them  all  to  con-, 
fefs,  to  repent  of,  their  iins,  and  believe  in  Jesus  Christ, 
in  whom  he  trufted  for  the  refurre&ion  of  his  body.  His 
laft  words,  immediately  before  he  expired,  were,  "  I  give 
"  my  foul  to  thee,  O  my  Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ.  Par- 
"  don  ail  my  fins,  and  deliver  me  from  hell.  Help  me 
"  againft  death,  and  then  I  am  willing  to  die  ;  and  when 
"  I  die,  O  help  me,  and  receive  me." 

Piambohu,  of  this^  place,  is  faid  to  have  been  the  feconcj 
man  next  Waban,  who  received  the  Gofpel.  He  brought 
many  Indians  with  him  to  the  fecond  meeting  at  Waban's 
houfe  on  Nonantum.  He  was  both  a  civil  and  religious 
officer.  He  furvived  to  a  cpnfiderable  age,  On  his  death 
bed,  he  recommended  to  his  brethren  to  hear  their  newly 
ordained  minifter  (paniel,  an  Indian  preacher)  every  fab- 
bath-day,  and  to  "  make  ftrong  their  praying  to  God." 
He  declared,  that  "  he  was  contented,  and  even  rejoiced 
under  his  ficknefs  and  forrows,  and  that  he  trufted  in  the 
promife  of  GOD  to  believers,  that  they  fhould  be  faved." 
Old  Jacob,  who  was  among  the  earlieft  converts,  cher- 
ifhed  a  fingular  memory,  which  he  devoted  to  religious 
improvement.  He  died  at  90  years  of  age,  recommend- 
ing union  to  his  brethren  at  large  ;  and  the  moll  facred 
and  inviolable  regard  to  the  laws  of  equity,  to  the  civil 
officers  in  particular.  He  declared  himfelf  fatisfied  with 
life,  and  departed  in  peace, 

However,  the  number  of  praying  Indians  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly reduced  at  this  day,  in  which  all  the  Indians, 
both  clear  and  mixed,  in  all  New-England,  do  not  proba- 
bly exceed  one  thoufand  \  yet  in  1687  (41  years  after  the 
hopeful  beginning  at  Nonantum)  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  gives, 
the  following  ftatement  to  ProfelTor  Lieufden  of  Holland. 
66  There  are  fix  regular  churches  of  baptized  Indians  in 
New-England,  and  eighteen  afiemblies  of  catechumens,*  [ 
(or  candidates  for  baptifm)  profeffing  the  name  of  Christ. 
Of  the  Indians  there  are  24  preachers  of  the  word.  There 
are  alfo  four  Engliflbi  rninifters,  who  preach  the  Gofpel  in  \ 
the  Indian  tongue."  Having 

*  The  Nonantum  Indians  were  catechumens,  only,  till  after  their 
removal  to  Natick  they  formed  into  a  church  fee. 
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Having  thus  far  traced  the  hiftory  of  Nonantum,  and 
£>£  various  characters  and  events  connected  with  this  hif- 
tory, it  feems  proper  to  remark,  that  the  life  and  ufeful 
activity  of  the  principal  and  apoflolic  miffionary,  Mr.  Eliot, 
were  prolonged  to  a  late  period.  He  tranflated,  into  the 
Nonantum  or  Maffachufetts  language,  the  whole  Bible,  for 
the  edification  of  his  converts.  This  was  printed  at  Cam- 
bridge. I  have  fearched  in  vain  this  and  other  books  in 
the  Indian  tongue  for  the  terms  Nonantum,  Nonandem, 
Noonatomen,  and  Neomnetum,  (as  they  are  differently  writ- 
ten by  fucceffive  writers)  and  -can  find  no  trace  of  the 
name  given  to  their  firft  fettlement,  faid  by  Mr.  Neal  to 
fignify  "rejoicing,"  and  by  the  tradition  of  this  place, 
"  a  place  of  worfhip."  Mr.  Eliot  alfo  tranflated  feveral 
other  books  of  piety  into  the  fame  language,  commonly 
called  the  Natick  tongue.  We  may  judge  of  his  activity 
and  felf-denial  in  carrying  on  the  miffionary  work,  travel* 
ling  and  preaching  through  the  wide  difperfions  of  the 
feveral  tribes,  by  an  extract  of  a  letter  to  his  friend,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Winflow  :  "  I  have  not  been  dry,  night  nor 
day,  from  the  third  day  of  the  week  till  the  fixth ;  but  fo 
travel,  and  at  night  pull  off  my  boots,  wring  my  ftockings, 
and  put  them  on  again,  and  fo  continue.  But  God  fteps 
in  and  helps.  I  have  confidered  the  word  of  God  in 
a  Tim.  ii.  3.  "  Endure  hardnefs  as  a  good  foldier  of  Jesus 
Christ."  He  united  much  firmnefs  to  great  tendernefs 
and  affiduity  for  the  civil  and  religious  improvement  of 
the  Indians,  who  generally  difplayed  the  warmeft  attach- 
ment to  him.  The  fachems,  who  feared  the  diminution 
of  their  arbitrary,  oppreffive  power,  by  the  prevalence  of 
the  juft  and  mild  principles  of  the  Gofpel,  are  faid  often  to 
have  infulted  and  oppofed  him.  His  ufual  reply  to  them 
was,  "  I  am  employed  in  the  work  of  the  great  God,  and, 
P  therefore,  fear  not  you,  nor  all  the  fachems  of  the  coun- 
"  try.  I  am  refolved,  therefore,  to  go  en  with  my  work, 
"  and  I  challenge  you  to  touch  me  at  your  peril." 

A  little  before  the  death  of  this  eminent  chriftian  and 
minifler,  who  deceafed  A.  D.  1690,  JEt.  86,  he  faid  to  a. 
friend,  making  inquiries  of  his  ftate  of  health,  cs  Alas  !  I 
"  have  loft  every  thing.  My  underflanding  leaves  me. 
"  My  memory,  my  utterance,  fails  me.      But,  I  thank 

God. 
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"  God,  my  charity  holds  out  {till.    I  find  that  grows  rather 
"  than  fails.'' 

Hfiory  cf  Cambrid.gs=Village  and  Newton, 
Proceed  we  now  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Englifli  church 
and  fettlement  of  Cambridge  Village  and  Newton.     On 
July  20,   1664,  a  regular  church  of  Chrift  was  firil  gath- 
ered, among  the  Englilh  fcttfers  of  Nonantum  or   Cam- 
bridge  Village,    as  this  place  was  then  indifcriminately 
called.      The  elders  and  meffengers,  of  the  churches  of 
Dorchefter  and  Roxbury,  including  Rev.  Richard  Mather 
and  Rev.  John  Eliot,  were  prefent.     The  m  millers  and 
mefiengers  of  Cambridge  and  Watertown  probably  attend- 
ed, although  their  eariieft  records,  which  are  loll  by  forne 
unknown  occafion,  (as  thofe  of  this  church  were  by  fire, 
A.  B.   1770)  cannot  be  found,  to  certify  our  obvious  con- 
jecture.     Rev.  John  Eliot,  jun.  A.  M.  fon  of  the  apoftolic 
Eliot,  was  then  ordained  paitor  of  this  church,  which  was 
gathered  on  the  fame  day.     At  the  fame  time,  and  agree- 
ably to  the  cuftom  of  that  early  period,  Thomas  Wifwall* 
lately  a  member  of  the  Dorchefter  church,  (and  who.  is 
ftyled  Rev.  Thomas  Wifwall  in  the   Cambridge  Town- 
Records)  was  ordained  ruling  elder,  or  afliftant   to.  the 
pallor,  in  infpectmg  and  disciplining  the  flock.     A  very- 
tender  friendihip  prevailed  between  Mr.  Eliot,  jun.  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  the  iirft  church  in  Cambridge,  with 
whom  he    frequently  exchanged  pulpits.      He     received 
the  firft  rudiments  of  a  claffical  education  at  the  Latin 
fchooi  then  eftabliflied  in  Cambridge.     A.  D,.    1656,  he 
took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Harvard-College, 
where  he  continued  in  the  purfuit  of  his  ifudies  till  he  be- 
came Matter  of  Arts  in  1659.     He  began  to  preach  about 
the  lid  year  of  his  age,  1658.     He  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
perfon  excellently  endowed,  and  accomplifhed  with  gifts 
of  nature,  learning,  and  grace.     He  is  reprefented  as  of 
comely  proportion,  ruddy  complexion,  and  cheerful  coun- 
tenance.    Quick  apprehenfion,  folid  judgment,  and  excel- 
lent prudence  are  faid  to  form  prominent  features  in  his 
character.     He  was  a  good  clafiical  fcholar,  and  poffeffed 
confiderable  fcientific  knowledge  for  one  of  his  age  and 
period.     His  abilities  and  acceptation  in  the  miniitry  are. 

£iid 
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&M  to  be  pre-eminent.  His  piety,  faith,  love,  humility, 
-and  zeal,  (hone  confpicnous.  Under  the  direction  of  his 
"father,  he  attained  considerable  proficiency  in  the  Indian 
language,  and  was  an  affrftant  to  him  in  the  mifhonary 
employment,  until  his  fett  lament  at  Cambridge- Village. 
Even  after  his  ordination  here,  he  imitated  the  manner  of 
his  father,  devoting  himfelf  to  the  inltruction  of  the  In- 
dians, as  well  as  of  his  own  flock.  Accordingly,  he  ftead- 
ily  preached  once  in  a  fortnight  to  them  at  Pequimmit 
(Stoughton)  and  fometimes  at  Natick.  Kc  wen  the  af- 
fections of  the  Indians,  who  exceedingly  lamented  his 
death.  A  tender  and  inviolable  affection  fubliited  between 
him  and  hisEngliili  charge.  He  was  born  Aug.  31,  1636, 
and  died  Oct.  11,  1668,  in  the  33d  vear  of  his  a^e,  fur- 
Viving  his  refpected  2nd  beloved  friend  Mitchell  only  three 
months.  Apprehending  thofe  calamities  which  burl! 
upon  his  country  a  few  years  after  his  death,  he  addreffed 
fome  of  his  friends  from  his  death-bed  in  tliefe  words  : 
My  dear  friends,  there  is  a  dark  day  coming  upon  New- 
<:  England.  In  fo  dark  a  day,  how  will  you  provide  for 
u  your  own  fecurity  ?  My  counfel  to  you  is,  fecure  an  in- 
ter-eft in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  will  carry 
you  fafely  to  the  world's  end." 

His  family  removed,  after  his  death,  to  Connecticut  ; 
and  from  him,  in  the  direct  line  of  the  elder  ion  of  each 
fucceilive  generation,  proceeded  the  Rev.  Richard  Rof- 
well  Eliot,  the  prefent  minifter  of  Water  town. 

By  the  church  records  of  Roxbury  it  appears,  that  the 
Rev.  N eh emi ah  HcbarT)  A.  M.  was  ordained  his  fuccef* 
for,  Dec.  23,  1674.  The  receipts  of  monies  received  by 
Mr.  Hobart,  for  his  fervices  as  a  preacher,  and  contained 
in  the  civil  records  of  the  village,  revert  to  the  year  1672, 
•from  which  time  he  appears  conftantly  to  have  fupplied 
the  pulpit.  His  relation  to  the  college,  as  a  fellow  and  tu- 
tor, probably  occafioned  the  delay  of  his  ordination.  The 
forty  years  of  his  paftoral  office,  mentioned  in  his  epitaph, 
muff,  therefore,  include  the  two  year^/  fervices  which 
preceded  this  period.  He  was  one  of  feveral  brethren 
who  received  their  academical  education  at  Cambridge, 
and  devoted  themfelvcs  to  the  miniftry.  His  father  was 
the  pious  Mr.  Peter  Hobart,  the  firft  minifter  of  Hiagham, 

who 
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who  flrongly  recommended  fludying  in  a  {landing  pofiure 
to  clergymen,  as  a  prefervative  againfl  that  excruciating' 
malady,  the  flone  ;  and  who,  in  his  laft  ficknefs,  of  which 
he  died  four  years  after  the  fettlement  of  this  fon>  took 
great  delight  in  linging  Pfalms,  obferving,  that  "  it  was 
the  work  of  heaven,  which  he  was  willing  to  anticipate.5' 
In  Mr.  Hobartj  the  Repairer  of  Breaches  gave  this  be* 
reaved  flock  a  rich  bleffing-.  In  him  fhone  the  fcholar,  the 
gentleman,  and  the  chriftian. 

Under  the  different  forms  of  government  propofed  by 
the  warm  friends  of  the  college,  when  threatened  with  the 
lofs  of  their  charter,  Mr.  Hobart' s  name  is  ever  found  in 
the  different  lifts  of  candidates  for  fuperintending  the  gov- 
ernment of  that  academic  body.  He  was,  accordingly, 
among  the  governours  of  Harvard- College  till  his  death.* 
This  excellent  pallor  was  free  from  fuperflition  and  big^ 
otry,  yet  ferioufly  and  faithfully  engaged  in  the  difcharge 
of  miniflerial  duties.  An  unfhaken  harmony  fubfifled  be- 
tween  him  and  his  people  through  life.  An  aged  father, 
Mr.  John  Hall*  who  deceafed  A.  D.  1787,  in  the  94th 
year  of  his  age,  and  who  was  about  18  years  of  age  at  his 
death,  has  repeatedly  mentioned  to  me  his  ferious  and 
winning  manner  of  addrefs,  which  caufed  his  congregation! 
to  hang  upon  his  Hps.  His  character  may,  perhaps,  beft 
be  collected  from  the  inscription  on  his  tomb-Hone,  writ- 
ten in  pur e,-  elegant  Latin,  which  time  had  long  crufled 
over,  and  nearly  effaced,  but  which,  with  the  aid  of  my 
young  friend,  William  Jenksj  A.  B.  I  have  been  able  to 
trace.  The  original  epitaph,  with  an  Englifh  tranflation,* 
will  clofe  our  account  of  the  amiable  Hobart. 

"  Hoc  tumulo  depofitee  funt  reliquiae  reverendi  et  per- 
docti  D.  D.  Nehemije  Hobart,  Collegii  Harvardini  foci} 
lecliflimi,  ecclefise  Neotonienfis  per  annos  quadraginta 
paftoris   fideliffimi    et  vigilant iffuni,   fmgulari    gravitate, 

humilitate 

*  Although  this  village  toft  its  original  relation  to  Cambridge  by  the  ^6t  of 
incorporation,  yet  it  has  been  inoxuired,  whether  the  congregational  minifters, 
who  have  iucceeded  Mr.  Hobart,  are,  or  are  not,  included  within  the  defcrip-, 
tion  of  the  charter,  which  provides,  that  the  minifters  of  the  fix  neighbouring] 
towns  belong  to  the  board  of  overfeers.  Or,  in  other  words,  why  fhould  the} 
daughter  of  Cambridge,  to  whom  was  transferred,  by, the  act  of  incorporation, 
the  moft  ancient  name  of  the  mother,  Newtown,  be  treated  as  a  ftranger  ? 
Is  fhe,  or  is  Ihe  not,  at  kaj},  as  much  one  of  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Cam-; 
bridge,  as  Dorchefter ; 
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humilitate  ceque  ac  pietate  ct  doclrina— -a  docHs  et  pijs 
cximia  veneratione  et  amore  recolendi.  Natus  erat  Nov. 
21,  1648.     Denatus  Aug.  25,  1712,  anno  setatis  64." 

frdnflafed. 

<c  In  this  tomb  are  depofited  the  remains  of  the  rev- 
erend and  very  learned  teacher  of  divinity,  Nehemiah 
Hobart,  an  eflimable  fellow  of  Harvard  College,  a  highly 
faithful  and  watcnful  parlor  of  the  church  of  Newtown 
for  forty  years.  His  lingular  gravity,  humility,  piety, 
and  learning,  rendered  him  the  object  of  deep  veneration 
and  ardent  efteem  to  men  of  fcience  and  religion.  He 
was  born  Nov.  21,  1648,  and  died  Aug.  25,  17 12,  in  the 
64th  year  of  his  age." 

Soon  after  the  fettlement  of  Mr.  Hobart,  began  the  ter- 
rible war  with  Philip,  king  of  the  Wampanoags,  a  nation 
bordering  on  the  colony  of  Plymouth,  the  feat  of  whofe 
chief  was  at  Mount-Hope,  (now  Briftol)'.  Mr.  Eliot  had, 
in  vain,  attempted  the  converfion  of  him  and  his  tribe, 
he  declaring  to  the  miflionary,  when  endeavouring  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  receive  Chriftianity,  that  "  he  cared  no  more 
for  the  Gofpel  than  for  the  button  of  his  coat." 

The  fuccefsful  attempt  begun  in  this  place,  and  fo  widely 
extended,  had  a  happy  tendency  to  prolong  the  tranquillity 
of  the  country  in  its  period  of  infancy  and  weaknefs;  The 
converiion  and  civilization  of  a  fourth  part  of  all  the  ab- 
originals of  New-England,  (of  which  3000  were  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Maffachuietts  colony)  occafioned  an  a£- 
fectionate  attachment  of  the  praying  Indians  to  the  En- 
glim,  to  whom  they  ever  remained  faithful.  From  the 
danger  to  which  MafTachufetts  and  Plymouth  colonies 
were  expofed  by  the  war  which  began  29  years  after  the 
fettlement  of  Nonantum,  there  is  reaion  to  believe,  that 
had  all  the  Indians,  within  their  boundaries,  continued 
uncivilized  and  unchriftianized,  and  united  asainft  the 
Engliih  with  the  fpirit  which  afterwards  animated  Philip 
and  the  warriors  of  his  period  and  party,  they  would 
probably  have  compelled  our  fathers  utterly  to  have  re- 
linquished the  country. 

Among  others,  the  divine  providence  raifed  up,  and 

qualified  for  didinguimed  ufefulnefj  in  the  Philippic  war, 

L  1  \jrii.  v.]  that 
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that  renowned  partizan  commander  of  horfe,  Thomas 
Prentice,  of  this  place.  On  June  26,  1675,  (two  days  af- 
ter a  day  of  public  prayer  to  God  for  the  fuccefs  of  the 
expedition)  Capt.  Prentice,  with  a  troop  of  horfe  *  under 
his  command,  attended  by  Capt.  Henchman,  with  the 
foldiers  raifed  for  the  occalion  in  the  capital,  marched  from 
Bofton,  proceeding  towards  Mount-Hope,  the  lofty  reii- 
dence  of  king  Philip.  On  28th  June,  twelve  of  the  horfe, 
being  in  advance,  fell  into  an  ambufcade,  when  William 
Hammond  of  this  place  was  mortally  wounded.  Being 
joined  by  the  troops  from  Plymouth,  they  marched  into 
the  country  of  the  Wampanoags,  fcouring  the  woods, 
with  confiderable  lofs  to  the  enemy,  whofe  petty  monarch 
fled  at  their  approach.  Upon  this,  they  marched  into  the 
country  of  the  Narraganfetts,  the  fachems  of  which  pow- 
erful tribe  renewed  and  confirmed  a  treaty  of  peace  and 
alliance  with  the  Engliih.  On  this  or  fome  other  occafion, 
during  this  war,  Capt.  Prentice  is  faid  to  have  croifed  a 
river  alone,  ordering  his  troop,  who  flood  drawn  up  at 
the  pafTage,  with  their  piftols  cocked,  to  fire  and  advance 
in  cafe  of  an  attack  upon  his  perfon  ;  and  to  have  per- 
formed the  lingular  exploit  of  ieizing  and  fecuring,  with . 
his  own  hand,  a  fufpecled  fachem,  furrounded  by  his  war- 
riors, on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  river. 

On  July  18,  the  little  army  marched  18  miles  from 
Taunton  to  a  large  fwamp,  where  Philip  had  collected  his 
forces.  Here  they  defeated  him,  and  took  one  hundred 
prifoners.  Had  the  troops  immediately  followed  up  their 
victory,  the  Wampanoag  king  acknowledged,  that  himfelf 
and  his  forces  *  muft  have  been  in  the  complete  power  of 
the  Engliih.  But  night  approaching,  and  the  troops  fear- 
ing left  they  fhould  fire  upon  each  other  through  miftake, 
in  the  darknefs  of  a  thick  fwamp,  the  action  eeafed,  and 
Philip  and  his  men  in  general  efcaped  upon  rafts  acrofs  an 
adjoining  river,  before  the  next  morning  dawned.  But  -it'll  2 
is  1 1] 

*  A  troop,  at  this  time,  confifted  of  60  horfe  beftde  officers,  all  well  I  ft 
mounted  and  completely  armed  with  back,  bread,  head-piece,  buff  coat,  I hj 
fword,  carbine  and  piftols.  Each  of  the  twelve  troops  then  in  the  colony- 
was  difciirguifhed  by  their  coats.  The  pay  of  a  captain  of  horfe  was 
£-6,  of  a  foot  captain  ^.4,  of  a  private  foldier  one  hulling  a  day.  In 
time  of  peace,  the  officers  had  an  allowance  for  their  expenfes  on  days 
of  mufter.    Hutch.  C.  M.  p.  435, 


Htjiory  of  Newton.  271 

is  foreign  to  the  defign  of  the  prefent  communications,  to 
lay  before  our  readers  the  particulars  of  that  dreadful  war, 
in  which  feveral  of  the  firft  towns  in  the  country,  Med- 
field,  within  1 2  miles  of  us,  Brookfield,  Deerfield,  Lancaf- 
ter,  Groton,  and  feveral  others,  were  laid  in  afhes,  and 
many  lives  were  loft.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  Capt.,  Prentice 
was  active  and  eminently  ferviceable  in  every  period  of 
the  war  ;  that  his  name  was  a  terror  to  the  hoftile  tribes 
of  Indians,  by  his  fuddenly  collecting  and  marching  his 
cavalry  at  the  fhorteft  notice,  fighting  on  horfeback  or  on 
foot,  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  or  the  fituation  of  the 
enemy  required  ;  that  advancing,  at  a  moment's  warnings 
with  twenty  of  his  troop  from  the  neighbourhood  of  his 
dwelling,  and  followed  by  the  others  as  rapidly  as  they 
could  receive  notice  at  their  homes,  and  march,  he  is  faid 
to  have  been  the  principal  inftrument,  by  his  prefence  and 
exertions,  of  checking  the  fudden  irruption  and  alarming 
progrefs  of  Philip's  troops  at  Sudbury,  about  April  18, 
1676,  after  they  had  burnt  a  part  of  the  town.,  in  defend- 
ing which,  the  gallant  Capt.  Wadfworth  (father  of  Prefi- 
dent  Wadfworth)  and  Capt.  Brocklebank,  with  fb  many 
of  their  foldiers,  had  perifhed.  After  the  important  check 
at  Sudbury,  where  the  enemy's  fpirits  had  been  remark- 
ably elevated  by  the  preceding  fuccefs,  it  is  obferved,  that 
they  became  difpirited,  and  loft  ground  in  all  their  follow- 
ing attempts,  till  the  death  of  Philip,  killed  in  a  fwamp  by 
the  hand  of  a  friendly  Indian,  the  1 2th  of  the  following 
Auguft,  gave  the  iinifhing  ftroke  to  the  war. 

The  gallant  Prentice,  who,  at  the  age  of  54,  began  his 
military  career,  furvived  until  July  7th,  1709,  when  he 
died,  Mt.  89,  by  a  fimilar  cafualty  with  his  brave  compan- 
ion in  arms,  CoL  Church,  in  confequence  of  a  fall  from 
his  horfe,  upon  his  return  from  public  worfhip,  Lord's-day, 
May  7th.  He  was  buried  v/ith  the  refpect  due  to  fo  good 
a  man,  as  well  as  brave  defender  of  his  country,  by  the 
troop  under  arms.  On  the  footftone  of  his  grave  are  in- 
fcribed  the  following  lines,  which  the  teei:h  of  time  have 
almoft  effaced. 

"  He  that's  here  interr'd  needs  no  verifying, 
A  virtuous  life  will  keep  the  name  from  dying  ; 
He'll  live,  though  poets  ceafe  their  fcribbling  rhyme, 

N        When  that  this  ftone  mail  moulder'd  be  by  time."  * 

*  His  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hammond,  who  died  the 
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It  may  be  proper  here  to  mention  a  remark  from  Mr. 
Neal,  which  ierves  to  mew  the  binding  and  friendly  influ- 
ence of  the  Gofpel,  that  "  the  Indian  converts  difcovered 
the  moft  unfhaken  fidelity  during  this  whole  war ;  and 
that  neither  the  perfuafions,  the  promifes,  nor  the  threat- 
enings  of  their  hoftile  countrymen,  could  ever  draw  any 
of  them  from  their  allegiance  to  the  Englifh." 

Soon  after  'tftie.  removal  of  the  tyrannical  governor  An- 
dros  from  the  chair,  "May  20,  1689,  the  inhabitants  of 
New-Cambridge  met,  and  by  a  vote  declared  as  follows  : 

"  That  it  is  our  deflre, 

"  I.  That  the  Hon*  governor  and  deputy-governor,  and 
ailiilants  chofen  and  fworn  in  the  year  i£86,  and  the  de- 
puties then  chofen  by  the  freemen  for  that  year,  do  -now 
remme  the  government  of  this  colony  according  to  charter, 
privileges, 

"  II.  That  there  may  be  an  enlargement  of  freemen, 
that  is  to  fay,  that  tliofe  perfonSj  who  are  of  honeft  con- 
verfation,  and  £  competent  eflate,  may  have  their  votes  in 
all  civil  eleftions. 

"  III.  That  the  court,  having  thus  reaffumed  tlie  gov- 
eminent,  then  endeavour  to  conhrrn  our  charter  privileges. 

"  IV.  That  the  court,  thus  fettled,  do  not  admit  of  any 
change  or  alteration  of  government  among  us,  until  it  be 
firfl  fignified  to  the  feveral  towns  for  their  approbation." 

"  On  the  fame  day  alfo  the  inhabitants  made  choice  of 
enfign  John  Ward,  as  our  reprefentative  or  deputy  in  the  j 
prefent  feffions."  * 

It  is  proper  here  to  record  the  name  ojf  the  intrepid  1 
Capt.  Noah  Wifwall  of  this  place,  who,  with  his  lieutenant  J 
Flagg  and  fergeant  Walker,  was  {lain  Lord's-day,  July  6, 
1690,  in  a  long  and  obftinate  engagement  between  a  party 
of  Americans,  and  a   body  of  French   and  Indians,  afc 
A^heeler's  Pond  (now  Lee)  in  New-Hampfhire. 

A.  D.  1696,  a  new  meeting-houfe  was  built  on  the  fpot 

occupied 

prefertt  year,  7\pril  12,  Ivas  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  mod:  virtu- 
ous, amiable,  and  fenfible  women  who  have  ever  adorned  Newton. 

*  The  town  book  contains  a  receipt  from  the  felcclmen  of  Cam- 
bridge, dated  the  fame  year,  for  a  certain  fuin  paid  by  this  dtftrict  in 
produce  at  the  following  i'pecified  prices  :  *.'  Indian  corn  three  (hillings.. 
d  bufhel,  rye  four  ftiillin»r>  do.  oats  two  fhiljings  do. 
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occupied  by  the  fxrft,  which  had  been  repaired  and  enlarg- 
ed A.  D.  1 68 1.  Adjoining  to  this,  deacon  John  Jackfon 
had  given  one  acre  of  land  for  a  burying  ground,  which 
was  afterwards  enlarged  by  an  addition  of  one  acre,  the 
gift  of  Abraham  jackfon.  Deacon  E.  Jackfon,  the  father- 
in-law  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hobart,  alfo  gave  thirty-three  acres 
of  wood-land  to  the  ufe  of  the  miniftry  in  Cambridge- 
Village,  forever.  In  this  year,  1696,  the  town,  which  had 
been  incorporated,  Dec.  8,  (new  ftyle,  Dec.  19,)  1691, 
and  to  which  the  General  Court  gave  the  name  of  New* 
own,  agreed  to  build  a  fchool-houfe,  (fmce  multiplied  to 
iix)  and  chofe  a  committee  to  treat  with  and  perfuade 
John  Staples  (afterwards  a  worthy  deacon  of  the  church) 
to  keep  the  fchool.  To  him  they  gave,  agreeably  to  their 
day  of  fmail  things,  one  milling  and  fix  pence  per  day. 

July  21,  1706,  John  Myrjck,  Nathaniel  Healey,  and 
Ebenezer  Seger,  of  this  town,  were  killed  by  the  Indians 
at  Groton. 

May  18,  1707,  was  the  laft  ordination  of. deacons  among 
us,  when  .Thomas  Oliver  (counfellor  of  the  province)  and 
Ephraim  Jackfon  were  publicly  inducted  into  office. 

Nov.»26,  171 1,  John  Gibfon  of  Newton  was  killed  by 
the  Indians  at  Cafco-bay  fort. 

Nov.  3,  17 14,  the  church  and  religious  fociety  of  this 
place  enjoyed  the  happy  re-fettlement  of  the  Gofpel-min- 
iftry  among  them  by  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  John 
Cotton,  A.  M.  defendant  of  the  celebrated  Cotton,  one 
of  the  firft  minifters  of  Bofton.  So  high  was  the  refpecl 
cherifhed  for  the  virtues  and  accomplishments  of  this  youth 
of  twenty,  that  the  town,  in  general,  went  in  procelHon, 
met,  and  gave  him  a  joyful  welcome  upon  his  entrance  in- 
to it  as  a  candidate,  the  preceding  July  14.  His  labours 
through  life  were  faithful,  fervent,  acceptable,  and  confid- 
erably  fuccefsful.  The  two  moil  promifing  periods  of  his 
miniftry  appear  to  have  been  about  A.  D.  1729,  and  A.  D. 
1740,  at  each  of  which  periods  the  young  people,  in  con- 
fiderable  numbers,  formed  focieties  for  religious  improve- 
ment, and  made  a  public  profeflion  of  Chriftianity.  In 
1729  he  publiihed  four  ferious  and  ufeful  fermons,  ad- 
dreifed  to  youth,  from  Zech.  ii.  4,  He  publiihed  fome 
other  difcourfes,  which  manifcfted  the  fervour  of  his  mind 

in 
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in  the  caufe  of  the  Gofpel.  He  died  of  a  fever,  after  a 
fhort  illnefs,  in  which  he  gave  his  dying  counfels  to  his 
parifhioners  prefent,  and  expreffed  his  animating  hopes. 
May  17,  17 57*  On  his  tomb-flone  the  following  claffical 
Latin  epitaph  is  infcribed. 

"  Hie  depofitum  mori  quod  potuit  reverendi  vereque 
venerandi  Joha&nis  Cottoni,  ecclefise  Newtonienfis  fidel- 
Iffimi,  prudent  iffimi,  docliffimique  nuper  pafloris,  concio- 
nandi  tarn  precandi  facultate  celeberrimi,  pietate  fpecta- 
tiflimi,  moribus  fan&iffimis  undequaque  et  fuaviffime  ab 
omnibus  bene  meriti,  deploratique  auditoribus  pnecipue, 
quibus  vel  mortuus  concionari  non  .deiinit.  Fama  longe 
lateque  vocalius  et  diutius  marmore  duratiffimq,  nomen 
perdulce  proclamabit.  Morbo  non  fenecla  fra&us,  e  vita 
deceffit.  Maii  17,  A.  D.  1757,  setatis  fu<e  64.  officii 
miniilralis  43. 

Tranjlated. 
Here  lies  the  mortal  part  of  the  Rev.  and  truly  venera- 
ble John  Cotton,  lately  the  very  faithful,  prudent,  and 
fkilful  pallor  of  the  church  of  Newton.  He  was  eminent 
for  the  faculty  of  praying  and  preaching,  was  refpecled  for 
his  piety,  and  held  in  high  and  univerfal  efleern  for  his 
pure  and  attractive  virtues.  His  lofs  is  efpecially  deplored 
by  his  flock,  to  whom  even  dead  he  ceafes  not  to  preach. 
Fame  mail  fpread  his  endearing  name  more  loudly,  exten- 
liveiy,  and  permanently  than  the  moft  durable  marble. 
Broken  by  difeafe,  not  by  the  infirmities  of  age,  he  de- 
parted this  life  May  17,  A.  D.  1757,  in  the  64th  year  of 
his  age,  and  the  43d  of  his  miniftry.  ( 

A.  D.  17 1 8.  The  prefent  meeting-houfe  of  the  firfl 
Precinct  was  built. 

Rev.  Jonas  Meriam,  A.  M.  fucceeded  Mr.  Cotton, 
March  22,  1 758.  He  was  reputed  a  fcholar  of  confiderable 
talents.  He  had  a  happy  fkill  in  compofition.  His  natu- 
ral temper  was  mijd  and  amiable.  He  was  charitable  to 
the  diflreffed  ;  and  flu  died  peace  through  life.  The  burn- 
ing of  his  valuable  manfion,  A.  D.  1770,  gave  his  people 
an  opportunity,  which  they  cheerfully  and  generally  em- 
braced, of  affording  a  liberal  aid  in  building  for  him  the 
houfe  now  in  the  pofTeffion  of  his  fucceffor.  He  died  of  a 
confumption,  which  he  bore  with  much  patience,  Auguft 
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13,  1780,  in  the  2 2d  year  of  his  miniftry,  Mt.  50.  His 
remains  were  conveyed  to  a  tomb  belonging  to  the  family 
of  Mrs.  Meriam  in  Bofton. 

June  6,  1780,  a  Baptift  church  was  gathered  in  Newton , 
from  this  and  adjoining  towns,  of  which  the  Rev.  Caleb 
Blood  (hnce  removed  to  Shaftefbury,  Vermont)  was  paf- 
tor  feven  years.  He  was  fucceeded  by  the  Rev.  Jofepli 
Grafton,  their  prefent  paftor,  June,  1788.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  diveriity  of  denominations,  there  fubMs  a  pleafing 
and  growing  harmony  between  the  members  of  the  differ- 
ent* religious  focieties  of  the  place. 

Mrs.  Davis,  who  died  A.  D.  1752,  at  the  fouth  part  of 
the  town,  ufed  to  cultivate  her  ground  with  her  own 
hand  till  extreme  old  age.  She  ufed  the  hoe  and  the 
fcythe  with  confiderable  agility.  She  was  vifited  by  Judge 
Dudley,  of  Roxbury,  about  two  years  before  her  death, 
when  a  likenefs  of  her  was  drawn  by  a  portrait  painter 
who  accompanied  him.  She  fuftained  a  good  character. 
It  is  remarkable  of  this  extraordinary  woman,  who  re- 
tained her  faculties,  bodily  and  mental,  to  a  very  confid- 
erable degree,  to  within  about  two  years  of  her  death, 
that  ihe  was  upheld  by  the  lingular  Providence  of  God 
through  half  the  reign  of  Charles  ift,  through  the  protec- 
torate of  Oliver  Cromwell,  the  reigns  of  Charles  2d,  James 
2d,  William  and  Mary,  CHieen  Anne,  George  the  ift,  and 
died  in  the  old  age  of  George  2d. 

The  year  1775  appears,  from  the  records  to  which  I  have 
had  acceis,  to  have  been  the  year  of  the  greateft  mortality 
in  this  town  :  42,  among  whom  were  more  than  20  adults, 
died,  chiefly  of  the  dyfentery,  which  prevailed  in  this  and 
the  two  following  years,  befide  fome  occaiional  temporary 
refidents.  I  have  been  informed  that  49  died  A.  D.  1749, 
when  the  putrid  fore-throat  prevailed.  But  the  bills  of 
mortality,  which  have  been  kept  with  great  exactnefs  in 
the  family  of  Mr.  William  Hyde,  deceafed,  from  the  be- 
i ginning  of  this  century,  mention  only  29,  including  8 
children,  and  8  young  perfons  from  25  to  17.  I  have 
found  great  correctnefs  in  the  bills  of  his  fon,  the  late  Mr. 
Noah  Hyde,  fen.  who  ftudioufly  followed  his  father  and 
other  anceftors  in  regiftering  every  death  which  has  oc- 
curred in  the  whole  town.     The  town  records  and  private 

bills 
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bills  of  mortality,  annually  noting  the  names  and  families 
of  the  deceafed,  adults  and  children,  from  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  town,  A.  D.  169.1  to  A.  D.  1791,  contain  1374 
deaths.  But,  a  few  of  the  firft  years  appear  incomplete. 
It  is  probable  that  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  at  the 
commencement  of  the  century  did  not  exceed  half  the 
number  in  A.  D.  1763  ;  fince  which  time  our  conftant 
emigrations  have  made  it :  flationary.  In  all  periods  I  find 
the  proportion  of  aged,  many  of  them  upwards  of  80,  to 
be  very  confiderable.  With  thefe  obfervations  it  may  be 
proper  to  add  a  bill  of  mortality  for  the  eaft  Congrega- 
tional fociefey  of  Newton  for  17  years  paft,  from  Jan.  1, 
1782^  to  Dec.  31 
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Hence  it  appears,  that  the  proportion  of  deatlls,  including 
all  ages,  is  equal  to  the  calculation  made  upon  the  children 
and  youths  in  the  Royal  Mathematical  fchool  in  Chrift. 
Church  Hofpital,  England,  where  the  average  number  of 
fcholars,  from  8  to  17  years  of  age,  for  1 1  years,  is  com- 
puted, in  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  at  831.  Of  this 
number,  during  the  faid  1 1  years,  a  feventieth  part,  the 
proportion  of  all  Newton  for  a  much  longer  period,  annu- 
ally dies. 

Mr.  Cotton,  in  a  fermon  preached  at  Newton,  May  8* 
1 74 1,  to  the  young  people,  upon  the  death  of  John  Park, 
aged  18,  obferves,  "  God  has  been  remarkably  kind  and 
good  to  you  in  fparing  your  lives.  It  has  been  a  rare  thing 
to  follow  a  young  man  to  the  grave  among  us*'3 

In 
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In  inferring  the  above  bill  of  mortality,  I  have  defignedly 
violated  flrid  chronological  arrangement,  as  it  is  fo  imme- 
diately connected  with  the  obfervations  immediately 
preceding. 

October,  178 1.  A  new  congregational  church  was 
formed  in  the  weft  part  of  the  town.  Twenty-one  mem- 
bers were  difmifled  from  the  old  church  for  the  purpofe. 
Nov.  178 1,  Rev.  William  Greenough,  A.  M.  their  prefent 
paftor,  was  ordained. 

-■  Feb.  13,  178  a.  Jonathan  Homer,  A.M.  was  ordained 
paftor  of  the  firft  church  of  Chrift  in  Newton.  During 
his  paftoral  office,  feventy-fix  members,  including  eight 
difmifled  and  recommended  from  lifter  churches,  have 
been  admitted  into  the  church*  Of  this  number,  eight 
have  died.  The  members  of  this  church  in  1792  were  13c 
During  the  fame  period,  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  chil- 
dren and  three  adults  have  been  baptized. 

A  happy  harmony,  between  the  minifters  and  their  re- 
fpeclive  congregations,  and  in  the  different  religious  focie- 
ties  among  themfelves  and  towards  each  other,  prevails 
through  the  town.  JLaw  litigations,  as  Well  as  frequent- 
ing of  taverns  for  drinking  or  gaming,  are  exceedingly 
rare.  The  friendly  afpect  of  the  place  feems  happily  to 
accord  with  the  following  plain  couplet,  contained  in  Bur- 
nap's  map  of  1 714. 

A  whole  New-Town  here  fee  at  once  you  may  ; 
Let  peace  and  love  be  found  there  every  day. 

It  is  here  proper  to  notice  the  name  of  Mr.  John  Rogers, 
for  his  lingular  fkill,  difplayed  in  various  ufeful  mechanical 
inventions  and  improvements.  The  old  meeting-houfe 
contains  an  excellent  church  clock,  made  and  given  by 
him.  It  may  be  proper  to  add  here,  an  article  commemo- 
ratory  of  the  munificence  of  the  pious  deacon  John  Staples, 
who  gave  a  valuable  wood  lot  of  about  1 8  acres,  in  the 
weft  part  of  the  town,  to  the  church,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
mmiftry. 

April  20,  1794,  died  the  Hon.  Abraham  Fuller,  highly 
efteemed  for  his  eminent  patriotifm  and  integrity,  who 
honourably  fuftained  the  offices  of  Reprefentative,  Senator, 
Counfellor,  and  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. — 
To  him,  as  principal  of  a  committee  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
M  m        KT*L  v.]  grefs 
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grefs  at  Concord,  were  committed  the  papers  containing 
the  exact  returns  of  the  military  ftores  in  MafTachufetts  at 
the  beginning  of  1775.  Upon  the  recefs  of  the  Congrefs, 
he  firft  lodged  thefe  papers  in  a  cabinet  of  the  room  which 
the  committee  occupied.  But  thinking  afterwards,  that 
the  Britifh  troops  might  attempt  to  feize  Concord  in  the 
abfencc  of  the  Con  grefs,  and  that  thefe  papers,  difcovering 
the  public  deficiency  in  every  article  of  military  apparatus, 
might  fall  into  their  hands,  he  withdrew  them,  and  brought 
them  to  his  houfe  at  Newton.  That  forefight  and  judg- 
ment, for  which  he  was  ever  diftinguifhed,  and  Which  he 
difplayed  in  the  prefent  inflance,  was  extremely  fortunate 
for  the  country.  The  cabinet  was  broken  open  by  a  Brit* 
ifli  officer  on  the  day  of  the  entrance  of  the  troops  into 
Concord,  April  19,  1775,  and  great  difappointmcnt  ex- 
prefTed  at  miffing  its  expected  contents.  Had  they  fallen 
into  their  hands,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  knowledge 
of  the  public  deficiency  might  have  encouraged  the  enemy, 
at  this  early  period,  to  have  made  fuch  a  ufe  of  their  mil- 
itary force,  as  could  not  have  been  refilled  by  the  fmall 
flock  of  powder  and  other  articles  of  war  which  the  pro- 
vince then  contained.  He  confidered  the  impulfe  upon 
his  mind  to  fecure  thefe  papers,  as  one  among  many  pro- 
vidential interpofitions  for  the  fupport  of  the  American 
caufe.  By  Judge  Fuller,  as  their  delegate,  the  town  ac- 
cepted the  Federal  Conftitution,  February  6,  1788  ;  for 
which  they  have  invariably  difcovered  a  very  unanimous 
and  cordial  attachment.  At  his  death,  he  left  one  thou- 
fand  dollars  towards  founding  an  academy  in  Newton,  the 
time  and  place  of  which  were  fubmitted  to  the  judgment 
of  his  executor  and  fon-in-law,  William  Hull,  Efq. 

A.  D.  1797.  Two  well  afforted  public  libraries  were 
founded  in  the  eaft  and  weft  parts  of  the  town,  which 
have  already  added  confiderable  information  to  the  minds 
of  the  people. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Newton,  May 
14,  1798,  after  the  peaceful  envoys  of  the  United  States 
had  been  denied  a  hearing  by  the  government  of  France, 
which  continued  its  wanton  depredations  upon  our  com- 
merce, and  made  demands  which  flruck  at  the  vitals  of 
our  independence  ;    it  was  "  Resolved  unanimously, 

1.  That 
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1.  That  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  our  national  govern- 
ment, in  their  pail  efforts  to  preferve  the  neutrality  and 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  meet  our. 
warmeft  approbation.  2.  That  whereas  the  citizens  of 
this  town  did,  at  the  ever-memorable  era,  when  the  great 
queftion  of  Independence  was  decided  by  the  American 
people,  unanimoufly  pledge  their  lives  and  fortunes  to 
fupport  the  abfolute  fovereignty  thereof,  they  now  repeat 
the  folemn  pledge,  and  will  exert  every  power  they  pof- 
fefs,  to  fupport  the  Constitution  and  Government) 
againft  the  claims  and  aggreffions  of  any  foreign  power, 
and  all  open  or  fecret  enemies  to  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  thefe  United  States." 

The  vote  referred  to,  in  the  preceding  refolution,  Hands 
thus  :  "  Monday,  June  17,  1776.  In  a  legal  town-meet- 
ing, the  inhabitants  of  Newton  unanimously  and  fol- 
emnly  engaged,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  fupport 
the  meafure  of  Independence,  if  Congrefs  fhould,  for  the 
fafety  of  the  American  colonies,  declare  it." 

From  the  particulars  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect, 
relative  to  the  moral  and  religious  hiftory  of  the  paft 
generations,  I  am  ready  to  conclude,  that  Newton  has 
produced  a  very  coniiderable  proportion  of  characters , 
among  whom  I  would  fpedaliy  rank  the  elders  and  dear 
cons  of  the  church,  who  have  adorned  a  chriftian  profef- 
fion  by  exemplary  piety,  juftice,  and  beneficence.  It  is 
the  ardent  wifti  and  prayer  of  the  writer  of  this  account, 
that  a  double  portion  of  their  fpirit  may  reft  upon  their 
children  to  the  remoteft  generation,  and  upon  thofe  who, 
removed  from  other  towns,  now  occupy  the  places  which 
they  once  poffefled. 

Authorities  from  which  the  articles,  (except  two  or  three  from 
well-authenticated  tradition)  contained  in  the  Hiftory,  are 

felecled. 

Day-Breaking,  if  not  the  Sun-Riling,  of  the  Gofpel 
with  the  Indians  in  New-England.  London,  1647  >  ancU 
The  clear  Sunfhine  of  the  Gofpel  upon  the  Indians.  Lon- 
don, 1648  ;  quoted  by  Mr.  Neal.  Morton's  New-Eng- 
land's Memorial     Mather's  Magnalia.    Neal's  Hiftory  of 

New- 
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New-England-  Eliot's  Life.  Speeches  of  Indians,  gath* 
ered  by  major  Gookin  and  Daniel  the  Indian  teacher,  and 
publifhed  by  Mr.  Eliot.  Winflow's  Account  of  Indians, 
quoted  by  Dr.  Gillies,  in  his  Hiftorical  Collections.  Gook* 
in's  Hiftorical  Colle&ions.  Hubbard's  Hiftory  of  Indian 
Wars.  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory  of  Maffachufetts,  and  Col- 
lection.    Modern  Univerfal  Hiftory.     life  of  Boyle. 

Roxbury  Church  Records.   Dorchefter  Church  Records, 
Manufcripts  of  the  Hyde  family  in  Newton. 
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Natura  nufquam  magis  quam  ip,  minimis  tota  eft. 

Plin.  lib.  xi.  cap.  2. 

Jonathan  Mason,  Efq.  Correfponding  Secretary  to  th$ 
Maflachufetts  Agricultural  Society, 

Sir, 

IN  every  branch  of  agriculture,  and  particularly  that 
which  comprifcs  gardening,  we  cannot  but  take  notice 
of  infects,  which  inhabit  the  plants  we  raife.  The  variety 
of  trees  which  you  cultivate,  muft  have  prefented  to  your 
obfervation  many  infects,  that  the  diligence  of  your  gar- 
dener is  fcarce  able  to  repel. 

Moll  infects,  from  the  time  of  their  being  excludecj 
from  the  cgg9  till  they  ceafe  from  feeding,  wear  a  different 
form  from  that  which  they  put  on  in  their  perfect  ftate. 
The  name  of  Larva  has  been  given  to  the  form  under 
which  they  firft  appear,  and  in  which  they  are  moft  injuri- 
ous to  trees  and  plants.  At  the  termination  of  this  firft 
period,  they  become  contracted,  fome  before,  arid  others 
after,  they  have  formed  around  them  a  covering  with  ma- 
terials furniihed  by  themfelves.  In  this  fecond  period, 
they  have  received  the  name  of  Pupa  and  Chryfalis.  In 
this  ftate  the  infect  remains,  till  every  part  of  its  new  form 

has 
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has  acquired  its  full  growth  ;  and  at  the  end  of  this  period 
it  leaves  its  narrow  prifon,  and  may  be  figuratively  faid 
to  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  puberty. 

Caterpillars  are  exceedingly  numerous,  and  generally 
known  ;  there  are,  however,  other  larvae,  which  bear  a 
confiderable  refemblance  to  them  ;  but  are  transformed  to 
infe&s  widely  different :  naturalifts  have  called  them  falfe- 
caterpillars. 

The  largeft  of  thefe,  that  I  have  feen,  were  upon  the 
white  birch  and  the  willow.  Thofe  which  inhabit  the 
willow  are  common  enough  :  they  are  fmooth  and  black, 
(with  a  feries  of  yellow  fpots  on  each  fide,  along  the  whole 
length  of  the  body.  They  feed  in  ranks,  arranged  along 
the  edges  of  the  leaves,  and  throw  thenifelves  into  very 
odd  attitudes.  Examined  with  a  magnifier,  they  are 
found  to  have  the  fix  firft  feet  armed  with  a  fingle  claw, 
Jike  the  caterpillar ;  but  the  other  feet  are  more  numerous ; 
and  inftead  of  being  furnifhed  with  a  number  ©f  little 
hooks,  as  in  the  caterpillar,  are  only  retractile  prominences, 
germinated  by  a  foft,  fmooth,  and  rounded  furface. 

I  give  you  this  defcription,  Sir,  and  refer  you,  for  the 
tobfervation  of  the  feveral  particulars  of  it,  to  the  black 
larva  which  infefts  the  willow,  as  it  is  large  enough  to  be 
eafiiy  examined,  becaufe  the  Slug,  which  feems  at  prefent 
to  threaten  the  deftru&ion  of  fome  of  our  beft  fruit  trees. 
Bs  of  the  fame  family. 

It  is  faid  to  be  about  eight  or  ten  years  fince  the  Slug 

aras  firft  obferved  in  gardens,  in  the  county  of  EfTex,  from 

ivhence  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  fpread.     Having  been  in  the 

habit  of  frequently  vifiting  my  trees,  in  order  to  deftroy 

the  canker  and  web- worms,  or  other  infects  which  infefted 

hem,  I  think  I  fhould  have  feen  the  Slug  if  it  had  been 

n  my  garden  ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  8th  of  July,  1796, 

hat  I  faw  any  on  my  trees,     I  will  not,  however,  affert, 

that  it  did  not  inhabit  them  before,  in  fuch  fmall  numbers 

is  to  elude  obfervation. 

On  the  1 2th  of  July,  I  plucked  fome  leaves  on  which 
[the  Slugs  were  feeding  ;  and  having  filled  a  glafs  vefTel 
fwith  light  earth,  laid  the  leaves  upon  it  :  by  the  19th 
(thefe  had  all  ceafed  to  feed  ;  and  having  thrown  off  the 
flimy  fkin,  appeared  in  a  yellow  one,  and  defcended  into 

the 
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the  earth.  A  few,  which  had  entered  the  earth  at  the  fide 
of  the  veffel,  afforded  me  an  opportunity  to  obferve,  that 
when  they  had  attained  a  certain  depth,  they,  by  moving 
their  body,  preffed  the  earth  equally  on  all  fides  ;  and  thus 
fmoothed  the  cavity,  which  they  then  lined  with  an  adhe- 
live  fubftance,  refembling  lac  in  colour,  and  of  the  nature 
of  iilk,  though  not  fibrous.  To  this  fubftance  the  earth 
clofely  adheres.  The  cell  is  rather  of  an  oval  form,  exter- 
nally of  a  rude  appearance,  internally  fmooth,  and  in  fome 
degree  gloffy. 

As  foon  as  the  cell  was  completed,  they  remained  con- 
tracted for  fome  time,  till  the  yellow  fkin  was  thrown  off 
and  the  pupa  Hate  fucceeded.  In  fixteen  days  after  their 
defcent,  one  end  of  the  cell  was  broken  off  tranfverfely  j 
and  through  the  opening  thus  made,  the  perfect  infect  arofe. 

It  was  a  fmall  black  fly,  a  little  more  than  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  in  length,  with  four  tranfparent  wings.  It  is  to 
be  noted,  that  this  was  the  firft  hatch  of  the  year  1796, 
which  had  now  palled  through  all  its  ftages. 

On  the  7th  of  Auguft,  the  eggs  placed  in  the  leaves  by 
the  flies  of  this  firft  hatch,  began  to  be  feen  ;  and  on  the 
1 6th,  I  firft  faw  the  larvee  of  the  ieeond  race.  A  number 
of  the  fmalleft  of  thefe  were  collected,  and  I  found  that 
they  began  to  ceafe  from  feeding  on  the  nth  of  Septem^ 
ber  ;  a  term  of  26  days  from  their  being  hatched ;  and  by 
the  19th  of  the  fame  month,  there  were  none  any  where 
to  be  feen. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  obfervations  I  was  able  to  make 
that  year.  Having  acquired  a  certain  knowledge  of  the 
fly  and  the  eggs,  I  determined,  in  the  fpring  of  1797,  to 
watch  their  progrels  very  carefully.  Some  young  cherry- 
trees,  live  or  fix  feet  high,  afforded  me  good  fubjecl:s  for 
this  purpofc.  From  the  firft  unfolding  of  their  leaves,  I 
examined  them  every  day.  It  was  the  fecond  of  June 
before  I  law  a  fly  ;  but  eggs  had  been  depofited  the  day 
before. 

On  the  6th,  as  I  was  Handing  by  a  fmall  tree,  a  fly  came 
and  refted  on  a  leaf  before  me  ;  and  while  I  was  looking 
at  it,  flie  raifed  her  head  a  little,  bending  down  the  hinder 
part  of  her  body,  reclined  a  little  on  one  fide,  and  throw- 
ing out  a  fmall  fting,  pierced  the  leaf  obliquely,  and  by 

degrees 
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degrees  feparated  the  upper  membrane  from  the  flefhy 
part  of  the  leaf  ;  making  a  circular  incifion  of  about  half 
a  line  in  diameter :  then  withdrawing  the  fling  a  little, 
forced  an  egg  into  the  aperture.  I  marked  this  leaf,  by- 
cutting  a  thread  loofely  round  it,  in  order  to  determine 
:he  precife  time  which  would  elapfe  before  the  egg  was 
latched.  Examining  it  from  time  to  time  with  a  magni- 
ier,  I  found  it  increafed  in  bulk  \  and  from  a  long  oval, 
ipproached  a  fpherical  form. : 

On  the  tenth  day  I  could  perceive,  through  the  mem- 
branes of  the  leaf  and  egg,  the  eyes  of  the  Larva  ;  and 
3n  the  20th  of  the  month  it  appeared  on  the  leaf,  and  be^ 
*an  to  feed.     This  was  the  fourteenth  day  from  the  de- 
>ofite  of  the  egg  ;    and  the  refult  accorded  with  the  ap- 
)earance  of  the  other  Slugs  that  firft  fliewed  themfelves 
m  the  15th  of  the  month  from  eggs  depofited  on  the  ift. 
From  the  nth  to  the  19th,  the  flies  appeared  in  the 
jreateft  numbers,  fo  that  I  caught  fifty  or  fixty  in  a  fhort 
ime,  while  ftanding  by  the  trees.     They  have  not  the 
imidity  of  other  infects,  and  may  be  taken  with  very  lit* 
le  trouble.     When  the  fly  is  about  to  place  an  egg  in  a 
*af,  after  fhe  has  begun  to  make  the  incifion,  the  leaf  may 
ven  be  cut  off ;    and  with  a  magnifier  of  about  ~  of  an 
jnch  focus,  this  very  amufing  operation,  which  is  performed 
1  lefs  than  a  minute,  may  be  diilinctly  obferved  through 
le  tranfparent  fkin  of  the  leaf.     The  incifion  is  generally 
ade  on  the  under  fide  of  the  leaf,  without  wounding  the 
dn  of  the  upper  fide  ;   the  egg  being  forced  in,  raifes  the 
pper  fkin,  and  the  fpot  appears  like  a  fmall  blifter  ;  the 
ealth  of  the  leaf,  and  the  circulation  of  its  fap,  appear  to 
e  in  no  wife  injured  ;  the  egg  is  kept  moiil,  and  defended 
om  the  action  of  the  air  and  rain  ;  but  has  all  the  bene- 
t  of  light  and  heat. 

The  fkin  of  the  egg  is  foft,  and  fufceptible  of  diftention  ; 
nd  in  order  to  preferve  thefe  qualities,  it  feems  neceffary, 
aat  it  mould  be  placed  in  contact  with  the  fap-veflels  of 
lie  leaf,  which  may,  perhaps,  in  fome  fort,  contribute  to 
he  nourifhment  of  the  embryo  larva.  If  the  cuticle  of 
rie  leaf  is  carefully  raifed,  the  young  larva  may  be  feen 
blled  in  a  fpiral  form,  and  white. 

I  Soon  after  emerging  from  the  blifter,  a  vifcid  exudation 

takes 
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takes  place,  which  covers  the  whole  upper  furface  of  the 
larva  with  a  flimy  coat  of  an  olive  colour*  In  this,  as  welt 
as  in  its  tardy  motion,  it  refembles  the  flug  or  mail,  whofe 
name  has  been  applied  to  it.  This  coat  retains  its  humid- 
ity, although  expofed  to  the  fierceft  heat  of  the  fun  :  it  is 
probably  a  defence  againft  its  fnemies,  and  anfwers  the 
further  purpofe  of  fupport  when  removed  from  its  natural 
pofition.  The  olive  colour,  in  fome,  is  very  deep  ;  in 
others,  more  dilute,  and  inclining  to  a  dirty  yellow. 

On  firft  quitting  the  eggy  the  larva  is  nearly  white,  the 
head  brown,  and  apparently  large  in  proportion  to  its 
body.  In  the  courfe  of  twenty  days,  it  throws  off  four 
fkins  at  nearly  equal  periods  ;  it  remains  in  the  fifth  or 
laft  vifcous  fkin  fix  days,  and  acquires  its  full  growth  ;  it 
then  quits  this  fifth  fkin,  which  is  left-  adhering  to  the 
leaf,  and  appears  in  a  clean  "yellow  one,  entirely  free  from 
vifcidity,  and  has  £0  different  an  afpecl,  that  it  would  not 
be  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  larva. 

After  refting  fome  hours,  it  proceeds  flowry  towards  the 
earth,  creeping  down  the  leakftalk  and  along  the  body  of 
the  branch.  I  did  not  Watch  its  tedious  progrefs  to  the 
trunk  ;  but  believe,  when  they  arrive  at  the  rough  bark, 
they  lofe  their  foot-hold  and  fall  ;  as  I  have  never  feen 
any  on  the  trunk,  which  muft  be  covered  with  them  at 
the  feafbn  of  their  defcent,  if  they  were  able  to  move  o& 
rough  furfaces* 

They  do  not  all  proceed  thus  regularly  5  for  I  have  ofr 
ferved,  that  if  the  leaf,  on  which  they  reft,  receive  the  leaft 
fhock,  they  roll  themfelves  up  and  fall  off.  They  enter 
the  earth  to  the  depth  of  from  one  to  four  inches,  and  the 
procefs  of  transformation  goes  on  as  related  above. 

Frequently,  as  foon  as  the  fkin  is  fhed,  they  are  feen 
feeding  upon  it  ;  this  appears  to  be  an,  inftinctive  act,  and 
perhaps  contributes  to  furnifh  a  more  copious  fupply  0$ 
the  vifcous  exudation  ;  but  the  laft  mucous  fkin  which  is 
thrown  off,  remains  extended  on  the  leaf,  and  fuch  fkins 
have  been  miftaken  for  dead  flugs. 

On  the  1 2th  of  July,  perceiving  many  in  the  yellow 
fkin,  I  directed  cloths  to  be  fpread  on  the  ground,  and  the 
trees  to  be  fhaken  :  About  170  Were  collected,  which  I 
threw  into  a  veffel  filled  with  light  earth*    On  the  30th, 

ot 
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or  in  eighteen  days  after  their  defcent  into  the  earth,  they 
began  to  rife  in  the  form  of  flies. 

I  was  then  unexpectedly  called  from  home,  and  was  ab- 
fent  through  the  months  of  Auguft  and  September.  At 
my  return,  in  October,  the  Hugs  of  the  fecond  hatch  were 
in  plenty  on  the  trees,  and  fome  of  them  remained  till  the 
1 1  ft,  a  month  later  than  in  the  preceding  year  ;  when 
almoft  all  the  leaves  had  fallen,  and  after  having  furvived 
feveral  frofts. 

They  had  been  far  more  numerous  in  the  firft  hatch, 
than  they  were  in  1796  ;  but  according  to  the  beft  in- 
formation I  could  collect,  their  numbers  in  the  fecond 
greatly  exceeded  the  firfl  :  the  fmall  trees  were  covered 
with  them  \  and  a  breeze  of  air  paffing  through  the  trees, 
became  charged  with  a  very  difagreeable  and  almoft  fick- 
ening  odour.  In  order  to  determine,  with  fome  degree 
of  precifion,  the  time  when  the  fly  firft  rifes  in  the  fpring, 
I  filled  a  box  with  earth  taken  from  the  foot  of  a  cherry 
tree,  from  one  to  four  inches  deep,  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary of  the  prefent  year.  It  contained  about  two  cubic 
feet.  This  earth  I  caufed  to  be  fifted,  and  by  this  means 
190  cells  were  collected,  which  were  put  with  fome  of  the 
fifted  earth  in  a  garden  pot.  At  the  fame  time  I  exam- 
ined the  earth  in  which  the  larvae  of  the  firft  hatch  of  the 
laft  year  had  palled  their  transformation  ;  and  finding 
many  cells  whole,  fuppofed  the  larvae  within  them  had 
perifhed  ;  but  on  opening  fome  of  them,  I  found  they 
were  alive,  and  in  the  fame  ftate  as  on  their  firft  entrance. 
I  examined  both  parcels  of  earth  again  on  the  6th  of  May  : 
the  larvae  had  then  juft  entered  the  pupa  ftate  in  both.  It 
appears  hence,  that  if  all  the  flugs  of  the  laft  hatch  of  1 797 
had  been  deftroyed  on  the  trees,  there  would  have  re- 
mained in  the  earth  a  fufficient  number  to  have  continued 
the  fpecies. 

On  .he  21ft  of  May  they  began  to  rife  anddepofite  their 
eggs.  About  the  5th  of  June  the  young  flugs  began  to 
mew  themfelves,  and  continued  to  do  fo  in  great  numbers 
till  towards  the  end  of  the  month  ;  and  it  appeared,  that 
the  flies  not  only  rofe  earlier,  but  that  they  continued  to 
rife  and  depofite  their  eggs  longer  this  year  than  in  the 
two  former  years. 

Nn         [/V.  v.]  % 
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In  the  beginning  of  July,  the  larvae  began  to  defcend  ; 
about  the  23d,  the  flies  from  thefe  began  to  rife,  and  by 
the  71k  of  Auguft,  the  flugs  of  the  fecond  hatch  began  to 
appear  on  thofe  trees  which  had  any  green  leaves  remain- 
ing, in  fuch  abundance,  that  by  the  1 5th,  there  were  from 
twenty  to  thirty  on  a  fingle  leaf.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
trees  which  had  been  flripped,  had  thrown  out  new  leaves, 
at  the  ends  of  thofe  branches  that  had  not  perifhed,  from 
buds,  which  mould  not  have  unfolded,  according  to  the 
ufual  courfe  of  vegetation,  till  the  next  fpring  ;  thus  an- 
ticipating the  growth  of  one  year,  and  cutting  off  the 
profpecl  oJMruit. 

As  the  flies  continue  to  depofite  their  eggs  about  three 
weeks,  and  the  period  of  hatching  is  as  long,  the  flugs  are 
confequently  of  different  fizes  :  the  larger  difappear,  leav- 
ing the  fmalleft  on  the  leaves.     Hence  fome  nerfons  have 

O  J. 

fuppofed  there  were  three  or  four  hatches  in  a  year  y  but 
there  are  certainly  only  two. 

Heavy  ihpwers  are  faid  to  deftroy  them,  and  it  is  pof- 
fible  that  a  few  may  be  warned  off;  rain  appears  to  be 
difagreeable  to  them,  and  in  fhowers  I  have  obferved  that 
they  make  a  fafe  Retreat  to  the  under  fide  of  the  leaves. 

They  feem  to  prefer  different  trees  in  different  places. 
In  my  neighbourhood  the  common  red  cherry  was  more 
attacked  than  the  plumb  or  pear  :  in  a  garden  about  a 
mile  diftant,  they  feemed  more  pleafed  with  the  quince,  than 
with  the  pear,  cherry,  or  plumb  :  in  another  place  the 
button  pear  was  preferred  to  any  other.  I  have  alfo  found 
them  on  the  wild  black  cherry  and  wild  pear. 

The  largeft  flugs  that  I  have  feen  were  about  -^ths  of 
an  inch  in  length.  The  head,  of  a  dark  chefnut-colour, 
is  bent  under  and  entirely  concealed.  This  conformation 
is  necefTary,  as  the  direction  of  its  bite  is  in  the  plane. of  | 
the  leaf ;  but  when  it  has  affumed  the  yellow  coat,  its 
head  is  more  prominent  and  difternible.  The  fix  firfl  feet 
are  terminated  with  a  little  hook ;  befides  thefe,  there  is  a 
limb  on  each  fide,  between  the  firfl  pair  of  feet  and  the 
head,  which  is  unarmed,  and  always  laid  over  the  fide  of 
the  face  jufl  below  the  eyes.  I  have  not  obferved  any 
thing  analogous  to  thefe  in  any  other  larva  ;  their  ufe 
xnay  perhaps  be  to  regulate  the  depth  of  its  bite,  and  to 

wipe 
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wipe. off  any  extraneous  particles  that  may  adhere  to  the 
jaws  or  antennae.  The  other  fourteen  feet  are  entirely 
unarmed.  It  is  mechanically  iupported  by  the  former  ; 
but  its  fupport  by  means  of  the  latter,  appears  to  depend 
on  the  preifure  of  the  atmofphere. 

The  body  is  largeft  toward  the  head,  and  diminimes 
gradually  toward  the  tail.  They  have  the  faculty  of 
fwelling  out  the  anterior  part  of  the  body,  and  moil  fre- 
quently appear  in  this  manner,  with  thq  tail  a  little  turned 

The  fly  is  of  a  full '  glojfy  black ,  except  the  legs,  which  are 
of  abrownifh  ajh-colour  :  the  antennae  black,  with  nine  ar- 
ticulations. The  wings  are  tranfparent,  with  a  footy 
tinge*  reflecting  the  prifmatrc  colours  when  held  in  "certain, 
directions  to  the  light.  They  are  a.  little  tumid  or  convex 
on  the  upper  fide,  which  is  one  characteriftic  of  this  ge- 
nus ;  but  a  more  certain  one  is  thefiing,  or  inftrument 
with  which  the  female  makes  the  incifion  for  the  reception 
of  her  eggs.  This  refembles  a  faw,  and  from  this  circum- 
ftance  they  are  called,  by  Englifli  writers,  Saw-flies.  The 
male  refembles  the  female  in  colour  -r  but  is  considerably 
lefs,  and  has  no  fling. 

In  the  thirteenth  edition  of  the  Linnean  fyftem,  by  Pro- 
feflbr  Gmdin,  there  are  1 42  fpecies  of  this  genus,  of  which 
the  Tenthredo  Cerafi,  or  Saw-fly  of  the  cherry-tree,  has  the 
greateft  affinity  to  the  Slug-fly,  and  is  defcribed  as  being 
"  black,  with  the  legs  and  triangular  part  on  the  back  between 
"  the  infertion  of  the  wings,  yellow.  The  larva  Jlimy  and 
"  black  inhabits  the  leaves  of  the  cherry-tree,  which  it  rolls  up."* 
The  flug-fly  has  no  yellow  about  it,  neither  does  the  larva 
roll  up  the  leaves  :  it  may,  notwithstanding,  be  a  variety 
of  the  tenthredo  cerafi,  as  it  agrees  in  fize  and  in  the  flimy 
covering. 

An  eminent  French  author,  on  the  fubjecl  of  infafts, 
has  a  figure  of  the  fly  and  of  the  larva  ;  but  defcribes  only 
the  latter,  which  he  calls  the  Falfe-Caterpillar  of  the  pear- 
tree.  In  this  defcription  he  fays,  "  Another  kind  of  falfe- 
"  caterpillar,  which  differs  very  much  from  the  common 
"  kind  in  form,  and  which  it  is  difficult  to  characterize, 
"  is  found  on  various  fruit  trees,  as  the  plumb,  the  cherry, 
*c  but  efpecially  on  the  pear-tree.     Fruit-trees,  however, 

.  *  Syftema  Naturae,  p.  2659.  No.  20.  "  are 
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"  are  not  the  only  ones  on  which  they  are  found  ;  for  I 
"  have  alio  feen  them  upon  oaks.  In  both  they  live  on 
*c  the  upper  furface  of  the  leaves,  and  there  confume  the 
*  parenchyma  ;  their  fkin  is  always  mucous,  which  would 
"  make  them  to  he  taken  for  mails,  if  one  did  not  perceive 
"  their  feet.  Their  colour  is  a  brown  green.  They  are 
*c  rarely  ftretched  out  like  the  caterpillar,  and  can  at  plea- 
"  fure  fwell  a  certain  part  of  their  body  :  they  frequently 
*'  fwell  the  fore  part  for  a  third  of  its  length,  or  more,  and 
"  narrow  the  reft.  They  have  but  twenty  feet,  and  none 
<c  in  the  lafl  fegment.  Thefe  infects  fometimes  multiply 
"  exceedingly  on  the  pear-tree,  fo  that  four  or  five  are 
*c  found  on  the  fame  leaf.  I  have  feen  of  thefe  trees  in 
"  the  month  of  July  without  a  green  leaf."  \ 

This  defcription  according  fo  exactly  with  the  Aug,  and 
the  author's  mentioning  it  as  a  lingular  fpecies,  incline  me 
to  believe  it  is  the  only  fpecies  of  this  genus  which  has  a 
mucous  coat,  and  that  our  flug-fly  is  a  variety  of  the  ten- 
thredo  cerafi.  The  form  of  the  faw  in  the  European  fpe- 
cies will  determine  this  point. 

This  inftrument  is  a  very  curious  object,  and  in  order 
to  defcribe  it,  it  will  be  proper  to  compare  it  with  the  tenon- 
faw  ufed  by  cabinet-makers  ;  which,  being  made  of  a  very, 
thin  plate  of  fteel,  is  fitted  with  a  back  to  prevent  its 
bending.  The  back  is  a  piece  of  iron,  in  which  a  narrow 
and  deep  groove  is  cut,  to  receive  the  plate,  and  is  fixed  \ 
the  faw  of  the  tenthredo  is  alfo  furnilhed  with  a  back  ; 
but  the  groove  is  in  the  plate,  and  receives  a  prominent 
ridge  of  the  back,  which  is  not  fixed,  but  permits  the  faw 
to  Aide  forward  and  backward  as  it  is  thrown  out  or  de- 
tracted. The  faw  of  artificers  is  fingle  ;  but  that  of  the 
tenthredo  is  double,  and  confifts  of  two  diftmct  faws  with 
their  backs  :  the  infect,  in  u ling  them,  firft  throws  out 
one,  and  while  it  is  returning,  pufhcs  forward  the  other., 
and  this  alternate  motion  is  continued  till  the  incilion  is 
effected,  when  the  two  faws,  receding  from  each  other, 
conduct  the  e^g  between  them  to  its  place.  In  the  arti- 
ficial faw,  the  teeth  are  alternately  bent  toward  the  fides, 
or  out  of  the  right  line,  in  order  that  the  fiffure  or  kerf 
•  v  may 
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may  be  made  fufficiently  wide  for  the  blade  to  move 
eafily  ;  to  anfwer  this  purpofe,  in  fome  meafure,  in  that 
of  the  tenthredo,  the  teeth  are  a  little  twifted,  fo  as  -to 
ftand  obliquely  with  refpect  to  the  right  line,  and  their 
points  of  courfe  project  a  little  beyond  the  plane  of  the 
blade  without  being  laterally  bent  ;  and  all  the  teeth  in 
each  blade  thus  project  a  little  outward  ;  but  the  kerf  is 
more  effectually  made,  and  a  free  range  procured  for  the 
faws,  by  fmall  teeth  placed  on  the  outer  fide  of  each  j  fo 
that  while  their  vertical  effect  is  that  of  a  faw,  their  lateral 
effect  is  that  of  a  rafp.  In  the  artificial  faw,  the  teeth  all 
point  outward,  and  are  fimple  ;  but  in  the  faw  of  the 
tenthredo,  they  point  inward,  or  towards  the  handle,  and 
their  outer  edge  is  befet  with  fmaller  teeth,  which  point 
outward. 

I  know  not  how  long  the  flies  continue  to  live  after 
their  firft  appearance  ;  though  plenty  about  the  trees,  in 
the  time  of  depofiting  their  eggs,  they  become  afterwards 
very  fcarce.  I  am  equally  uncertain  as  to  the  number  of 
eggs  from  a  Angle  fly.  If  all  in  the  ovaria  come  to  per- 
fection, a  Angle  fly  may  depofite  between  two  and  three 
hundred  ;  but  probably  not  more  than  half  thefe  are  ex- 
cluded by  the  fly.  The  ovaria  are  compofed  of  fever al 
tubes,  about  fix  on  each  fide,  which  occupy  a  great  part 
of  the  abdomen,  flowing  from  a  common  point,  enlarging 
in  their  courfe,  and  uniting  again  on  each  fide,  in  a  canal 
leading  to  the  oviduct.  The  eggs  in  thefe  tubes  are  of 
all  intermediate  magnitudes,  from  a  fcarce  vifible  fpeck  to 
thofe  ready  to  be  excluded,  of  which  laft,  I  have  frequent- 
ly counted  fifty,  though  the  feafon  of  depofiting  was 
advanced. 

The  flies  do  not  feed,  like  moft  infects  of  this  clafs,  on 
the  honey  of  flowers  ;  but  upon  the  moifture  which  they 
lick  up  from  the  leaves,  moift  with  dew  or  fhowers. 

The  vifcous  coat  of  the  flugs  feems  to  be  their  fufficient 
defence  in  the  larva  itate  ;  they  are  not,  however,  without 
enemies,  and  fuch  as  I  hope  will  be  a  confiderable  check 
upon  the  increafe  of  this  very  diiagreeable  and  deftruftive 
infect. 

In  profecuting  my  inquiries  the  laft  year,  I  obferved 
fome  eggs  in  the  leaves  of  the  cherry-tree,  which  were 

not 
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not  femi-tranfparent,  but  opaque  and  black  ;  concluding 
they  were  abortive,  and  defirous  to  know  the  caufe,  I  ex- 
amined them,  and  found  each  egg  occupied  by  two  or 
three  white  fpecks  :  thefe  were  £0  many  infects  in  the 
pupa  ftate,  and  I  afterwards  found  the  perfect  infed. 
This  is  an  extremely  fm all  fly  of  the  genus  Ichneumon, 
which  depofites  its  eggs  in ;  thofe  of  the  tenthredo  and 
other  infects.  It  is  of  a pale^ruft-colour  ;  the  eyes  and  three 
fpots  (ftemmata)  on  the  top  of  the  head^  of  a  bright  red  ;  the 
wings  tran/parent,  Jludded  and  fringed  with  fine  briflles^  the 
pqfierior  wings  very  narrow  ;  the  antenna  confifting  office  ar- 
ticulations I  bbferved  this  year  that  great  numbers  of 
the  eggs  of  the  flug-fly,  efpecially  of  the  fecond  hatch,  were 
rendered  abortive  by  this  atom  of  exigence. 

I  cannot  but  remark  here,  how  juffi  was  the  obfervation 
of  a  naturalift  who  lived  in  the  firft  century,  and  how 
amply  it  is  confirmed  by  the  mirrofcopes  of  the  moderns, 
"  that  the  Author  of  Nature  is  no  where  more  perfect 
"  than  in  the  minuteit  of  his  works  V9 

To  make  this  account  as  perfect  as  I  was  able,  I  have 
noted  every  particular  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge ; 
this  has  rendered  it  prolix :  but  I  hope  the  fatisfaclion  you 
may  receive,  will,  in  fome  meafure,  cornpenfate  for  the 
fatigue  of  going  through  it, 

I  beg  you  to  believe  me  to  be,  with  much  refpeel:, 

Sir,  your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Ruricola. 

Mq/fachufetts,  Augufl>  1798. 

N.  B.  The  above  Eflay  obtained  the  Agricultural  So- 
clety's  premium  of  fifty  dollars,  and  the  gold  medal. 
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